qua ———_ —— 

AP « g - : 

|'GOD's Juds 
* 


From the Creativa of the World, to the } 


Jhaing 


97 feing as Kiſey-dbwards 


A Geheral ou 


w./2 


Reign of aftulus, (whic 
Common ot mputation, is ih Years) ar 
from thence down to the preſent Year 1697, 


- Being a Colletiba of the moſt Rewarkible 


| Inſtances . bf Can, 


That are to be found in Sacred or 
Hiſtory Uuring that time. With. 
tions thereon. | 


| A 


I Ads 
Cane Wins IN F 


Rory... 12. 


vo L. I: 1 


| 


Cote wranays——= <_- _ 


—_—_OJ_— 


a. 
—— 


—+ 
5 0 -ÞD 0 £, —_— 


Printed for Atchard Balti, & che V; 
Aran wes nM Fr 


"© % 
PR 
L + : . 
Þ 4 > 
” % 


IE . "v4 wa «a. 1%. 2 ” EEVa<ILR or > bs BL 4, - EIESD ole wy ” «4 » 


Fl 
* __ —_— WW Io, , - $2/7%, _ mo ger ods. ee fe aid Phat 


* © » 


CE 7. Sn LT 6&1 Sz FI ; & 
i F393: 49] {131300 c 4 \ # þ 


o_ 


: A ' / 


24 a 
% 
" i, k 
» x 
. s 
F : | © 4 ; 
: . "ST * A o 
, c 
4 
2 » 
FE 
6 hs . 
. - Lg l - = ” 
o %, 
f ; ' / » # _ 4 
* 
= ” 
= " 
a w-1tz _ , | 
» , F ub o ws *, 4 wil 
0 1 , 
s " , ; _ 
4 ; 3 '« £ A - of ny 
© © F " 4 b_ - . ; 
. * | 
EC 23 a * 2 } ; 4 4 + 
» . ce : 4 . : . ' "=. 4 
< 
' 
'C 
4 _ 
ot) , 
# . a , 
ZZ k.4 P ” thy 'T y 4 
E, 
' Y 1 
u# : : - 
* s þ : . ”; 
- L | ? p $ = N® pj y * 4 a R 
4A : 4 o 4 . ! 7. , % , 
. yp » e LY , 4 1 . 
= =- 
- - F 
a0 * 
, , 
: - & c - , i 4 2» 
- _ t w . 
(- . - 
p : 
| » as Si fl » bs ©.» 4 
2 vr + ib ou 4 . \ . . . 
bs . 
: $.* 4. 
" 
- þ 
" a $%. . k . 
- o $ . as n +% -'*% I by, Co 2 
HF . 7” : 
© % + + 4 ” Is = 4 Rs yn , . 


S. . L RAIYES d] C Wm. 


——— 


WW + 


_ 


| 


left theiePHAices brings g reat'or'} 


ud T A F po w 4 
tf: 1900360 35137 05 TITarT | 


——_— = 4 — - 


_ Y 
— 
the tt 
pon nemo pyyp—_—_—_ Lum 
4 8 *"_ ”.2 i Ls FG s -'1 
FEY. © \ 


f * ph 
wi 0-4 ® 


w 
C H B' "n 
: 
% = . F 
MOT by P , . 
* Iu 

c oF. 
” % : # « 

+ \ 


"1; To3ilk 31d 


"adlee Perſons ptr and Nations, be 
1s intended 2s aCevert and' Con 


{all thoſe wholare guilty of that : 


Sinrof!Unchraweſs; to'repent and re 


p 


 "Failqmeats upon theniſelves, ahi ON. 


| 


' laſt of the Roman Emperors, 


' t10ns'wherein they live, as thoſe they Will 
ind here roſated. 


; We have Begin at the Criltio? agd 
trac'd, this'Sin, from its'v#ipima/, = all 


- the molbremarkable Inktaneesof from 


Lamech;thefirft whonvwefind upon Re- 
cord to have broken the divine Inflitution 
of Marriage betwixt 'one'\Man and one 
Wainin, > ro-the time of As aguſtilns, "the 
( properly ſo. 

calld) who died abdut the Year of 
A 2 Chriſt 


, LI I - 
64... 2- " r wt 
- 4 "7 . 


The PREFACE. 


Chriſt 476; ſothat according to the yul- 
gar Account, we have run thro” the moſt 
obſervable Taffances o_ happen'd of this 
nature for the fpace I Years. 

e, WE 


In the firſt hos." ve takenall the 
Inſtances of the Old and New Teſtament, 


with the ores of Commentators 1 pon the 


Crings and Beniſbments,\and have, now - 


and thetiintermix'd ſome O ſervat ions l 
our own. Tt's not —_— but _ part 

Wl lealartand editymng to all Men 
"of WT and ade be of great uſe 
to be,put Ro Hands: of 'Towuth, as a 
good. Moxitor ro heware of Touthful Luft, 
-Jaiek; which they will ſee here. that 

D. bath. ko teſtified fo much 


Wrath and been as good: as his Word 
may make he of that familiar - 


Lit RE 
on ). in' puniſhing Whoremongers 
5a VSB It may be; alfo of uſe 
to confirm, and-ſtrengthen thertv againſt: | 
the Blaſphemers of our Age, © who cry 
down the : Divine Authorit of the 


:\Scriptpres, for. here they willfind Proofs 


- from Prophane Hiſtory, that thoſe Threat- 


s. denounced in the Hy'y Scriptures 


pe Empires, Kyjngdoms, atd C #1es, 


_ for Vacleanneſs, and other Sins, Were ex- 


_attly fulfill'd; as will-appear by the de- 


ops of ts A dſyrien, Blbjlonian and 


Pexr- 


1% 3 3-o BT - 3- *- 4 5 EY PS TEIN 


£# ME - 


: lem\ 


gers, and Whores, ' colleQed ſow oy eſe 


The « PREFAC E. 


Po 742 Empires, the ſeveral Captivities 
bf m Eeapires the hs of the 
Cities of Pabjlon, Nizeveh, and 


af} 


The will here alfo hel with Sol 
mon's harafter of Whoredom, 


yeral Chapters: of the Proverb 
he-treats of thax'Sin, thatt wh 
thing can. be more abominable- TR 6. 


dious, and fuch''as/if any Mag ould 


give to the Beaux Boy Debauchees of 
this preſent Age, he' would Tun' a ha- 


* zard- of being Avbipp'd through the 


Lungs, with a. Dam him for 4 tantin 


foul-woutl/d Coxcamb'; ſo much do thoſe 


Men hate their” own Piture, thou; 
drawn to the life by an infallible Hand 
And therefore it is' no Wonder Ne 
they do as my ' 25 in; them! lies to 
break- the | Glaſs :whith' ſbews thew their 
ows- deformed Aſp #,that is; cry down 
the Divine Aut iry of the Bible, which 
deſcribes them as graphically as if. it had 
been writ in our own Days. © :. 
Their Rampant Malice againſt the 
Goſpel,' 4nd the Godhead of -our Sa- 
viour, proceeds from the fame Cauſe: 
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WHORING; &. 


HE Original of the Crime 
which is the” Subjett: of 
the following Sheets, 
muſt neceſſarily be dedu- 
| ced from the Sin of 04+ 
firſt Parents : for there is no Joubt that 
or the inordinate motions of the 
Fleſh did invade their Souls at the: ſame 
time when their other Faculties were 
corrupted : And it appears plain that 
Ialeneſs, the luſt of the Eye, and intempe- 
rance of Appetite, which ever ſince have 


I been the forerunners dis 


ly 
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ly uncleanneſs, did precede the Eating of | 


the forbidden Fruit, and that as the Natu- 


ral Canſequence of ſuch Antecedents, 


the firſt thing taken notice of by our Pa- 
rents aſter the Fall was their Nakedneſs, 
whereof they, were immediately aſham'd, 
and endeavoured to cover it, This NNa- 
keneſs ſay Commentators that they were fo 
ſpecdily you ſenſible of, was not , 0 
that they felt their 'need of a Cover to 
their Bodies , both for. Ornament and 
Defence againſt the Injuries of the Air, 
&c,but,that they wefe alſo ſenſible ofthe 
Rebellion of the fleſh, whichdoth not only 
war againſt the Soul, but hath a natural 
tendency to the diſſotation of the Body, 
there being nothing which ſooner extinguiſhes 
the flame of Life than: an immoderate;cop- 
ſumption” bf that Oyl, which nature” hath 
provided for its nouriſhment. This impuri- 
ty of the affetions did no doubt exert 
it ſel£quickly in attions,which ingur firſt 
Farents could not. fall under the motion 
of HWhoredom ,, they” being .matmed by 
God; himfelf, - in the Stare of Inmocence ; 
yet there's little doubt to be made of its 
| having vented it ſelf in an immoderate 
uſe of. the” XZarriage bed; and. thus theſe 


, impure deſires were communicated; to their | 
Peſterity, who were thereby polluted ; and 


conceiu'd and brought forth in Iniquity. 


- Thefirſt dire& breach of the Divine © 
Inſtitution - of Marriage. betwixt . one 
nan which we find Re- * 


Man and one y 
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corded, was in the perſon of Lamch, one 
_ of Cair's Poſterity, whoſe two Wives 
| we find mentioned in the-fourth of Gene- 
ſs, by which it appears plain, that Aur- 
der and Whoredom are near a kin , had 
both of ?em their riſe from one and the 
ſame Family: And according to the opi- 
nion of ſome Interpreters did both. of 
*em center in this Z4mech, whois thought 
to have been a bloody cruel Man, as is 
gathered from this diſcourſeto his Wives 
in that Chapter,viz. have /lahr a man to my 
wounding, and 4 young man to my hurt. 
| - This bad example of Lamech's digamy, 
did quickly infe& the Infant World; for 
we find in the next Chapter, That when 
men began to multiply, and that daughters 
were born unto them, the. Sons of God ſaw 
the Daughters of ' min, that they were 'fair 
and they took them Wives of all that "they 
choſe. Its ſtill to be obſerved that as 
Whoredom and gUncleanneſs began in 
Cain's Family, fo there it continu'd and 
increas'd ; and by their Contagious Ex- 
ample, the Family of Serh, which did 
then contain the Yiſible Church, became 
alſo infected ; and the Members of the 
Church having more regard to the. Beau- 
ty and Comelineſs of the Women of Caiz's 
Race, than to the vertue -of thoſe who 
were of their_own Religion, their Eyes 
betrayed their Hearts, they -lulſted after 
their Beauty, and without any . conlide- 
rationof Religion or Laws, took them 
| B 2 Wives 


An Eſſay towards 
Wives of all that they choſe, by which 
Interpreters underſtand promiſcuous Mar- 
riages, Polygamy, unjuſt Divorces, Rhpes, 
and all manner of Lewd and Licentious_ pra< 
&iſes, which, brought the Wrath of God 
upon the old World, and occafion*d his 
ſaying, as in the 3d verſe, That bis , ſpi- 
rit ſhould net always contend with Man. 
The occaſion of this General, Corru 


* tion of | Manners -is hinted. to be. 


multiplication of | Men, and particularly 0 

the Women of Cair's Poſterity, who be- 
ing under no diſcipline, . and wanting the 
benefit - of pious Inſtryuftion and good 
Example, became diliolute and , wanton , 
and no care being taken to diſpoſe of them 
duly in' Marriage, they took all occaſions 
to ſatisfie their brutal deſires, for which 
their dwelling in Cities ( whereof Cain 


was the firſt Founder.) amongſt multi-' 


tudes of people, gave them great oppor- 
tunities, it being alwaYs obſerv*d that in 
Great Cities, the numbers of difſolute, per- 
ſons makes them to deſpiſe Laws, and 


follow ſuch practices as they durſt not 


veature upon in Villages, and Countries 
where they could be more eaſily reſtrain- 
ed and puniſht : not.that I would be un- 


. derſtood to be -againſt the building and 


maintaining of Cities, which increaſe the 
Glory, Riches and Strength of Nati- 
ons, but would to God that the great 


Cities of Chriſtendom were not ſtill too F' 


juſtly.chargeable.with ayowed Impurities 


of 


'n* » * COPIER 
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of the-ſame nature, which a zealous Ma- 
giltracy might eaſily prevent. It 18 alſo 


the opinion of ſome. of the learned, [that - 


the Cainites did fit. build themſelves a 
City that. they might. ſtrengthen one ano- 


thers. hands. in Cruglty and Uncleannefs* 
all man-* 


and follow ſuch praftiſes with, 
ner of impunity, which gave their Wo- 
men opportunity. to pamper and 'deck 
themſelves that they might be the more 


agreeable objects of Luft ;, and this might 
alſo render them more amiable in the/ 


' Eyes of the Poſterity of Serb,” who liv- 
ing-as *tis/ preſumed a Riral Life for the 
moſt part ; and their W omen being kept 
in. order by Laws and Religion, and ap- 
plying themſelves to the Afﬀairs' of their 
Families, that they might approvetthem- 
ſelves meet helps to thelr Husbahds, ac- 
cording to the 'delign of God at. the 

firſt Cre.1tion of Woman, did not mind the 
decking and  adorning of - their Bodies, 

nor, the pampering of their . Fleſh, and 

_ cherifhing gheir Beauties as the Cainite: 

did, and therefore were, not io \pleaſing 
to the Eye, as thoſe laſcivions Women, who 
behaved themſelves as if God and Natare 
had delign'd them for nothing elſe bur 

4 Man's bed, whereas the. Divine Good- 
neſs appointed that they ſhould be meet- 

helps 1n their Religious Converſation, 

Induſtry, Care and Education of Children, 

toall of which thoſe looſe practices of the 


. Cainizes were diametrically oppolite. 
B 3 Fran 


5 


Afr Eſſay towards» 
rom. of uneonadl Marriag es fd. pro- 
ilcpors Copulations, . proeete A con- 


mpt-of Laws, 059 Api ligiofh wan 
tes, and an, acy from” God- 

Jo be Coin ion anon "eh, any of 'the Poſte= . 
rity bs Both and. it. hath been obferved: 
amongſt all tions ſince, that when' Ret 
gion decays uncleanneſs increaſes,” and "that 


a love to Licentiouſneſs-hath always beer 


a great cauſe of Apoſtacy, as. is but too 
too. obſervable'in thoſe that are called 


Dei and Socimani in_this preſent Age; | 


moſt of their New Conyerts or rather 
xls being people of a looſe life, 
eſpecally as to the. poiat of Chaſtir | 

he next effeQ, 'of thoſe Ho. and 
beaſtly Commixtions, was an off-ſpring' of 
Giants, {0. called” 2s ſome Interpreters 
think, Trop the vaſtneſs of their bulk; 
as tinra or-as others, 

ws gle their ne Los and Salvage 
Fr 2oanuch and filling all the World with 
Rapes,, Cruelty and Devaſtation, ſo thar'by 
the juſt Judgment of God the "Children of 
thoſe unlawful Marriages 'and ©Promiſeu- 
qus Copulations, . became the plapne of 
their Parents, and © .the ſcourge of Man- 
kind as well,as the ' declared 'Enemies of 
Heaven and Religion :* Whence the 614 
doting . Poets took occaſion to amuſe the 
World with the OW War of the Giants 
egainſt Jupteer, 


Noah, 


o& 
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Noah, not being able by his preaching 
of Righteouſneſs, to'reform' tire Wor 
trom» this horrid, Debauchery,”. It. Pa0- 
; vokrd God (s'bring/ the Deluge; + whicit 
| *drown'd . that: laſcivious and wicked'13u-! 
neration of Men; ho, had drown Them. 
ſelves in-all maance of ſenſual laipurigies,” - 
withfo-mith ebRinacy,” that when! etiac 
fart" Flood caifie iv vrprita}-ehem,” oy 


ev G {gr Ring” Kent 64 + nn ho 


per Save, hav 
I ears: "was, oo thEÞs | 
Cauſes that [4 +: avg rtf] or 
upon -the' 018 World. :2Andi ir defttves: 
our” obſeryation,” that/Gbd by | hivCoth- 
$ mand to Noah To'take only his/owns V7fe 
2 -and.the three:Wives iof his" thus Sod 
into the Ark-withi.him, as he: didxhery 
q give andther Teſtimn y-of- ves at 
4 ing and approving of Marripe,he: _ | 
I No int) feta again (Þ > 
1 my and Concubines; and that as the. 2" 
} was peopled 'Mfirit byJawful (Matriage, 
1 it ſhould be"alfo-*peopled' in" "hg ſme” 
4 manner a ſecofdU/time 14 1:17 
7 To come next; to';the-tinies after: the 
| Flood, the firſt inſtance of pogo 
{ o#urs to us, is He's deviding bli\Pather* 
| Koatr; nakedvie s, by which thers ate ſore! 
} Interpreters who underſtand [that heinvt 
only told it his Brethren, bart alſo. be- 


3 fore Women an4 Children; ina laſcivious 


and filthy manner; and Look otcalion' 
to fall into to2liſh Jeſtingand Sarcaims: 


B . Na 
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Nay, if we give credit to the opinign of. 
Beroſus and the Rabbias, | be; inchantedcrhist 


Fathers Virile, pares, and unman'd him; but 


however that is, this isicertain, that he; 
difcoyer'd: 2 frothy, unc]ean, laſcivzous 


temper, for which |he: was ſeyerely-pu- 


niſht in- his poſterity. The . | Canaaniter, 
who, wallowed alſo. in. theſe feſbly. impnr + | 
ritics, -xehen. God- deſtroyed them by. the 


 Tfraelites, | the: Þ +; nap of Sem, as ſhall 


he: af oe inits proper-place..\, / 
au Ham did alfo\proceed. Nimrod 


the. Mighty: Hllmer and; cruel oppreſlor, 
who: you the firſt that;laid-the foundati- 
on of a; Tyrannical; Government. after 
load, {o. that.: the ; obſeryation ſtill. 
holds that Uncleameſs, Murder and. thoſe 
ether Crimes which lay Nations walt are 
ws a,kin, .and generally, the off-ſpring 
produQ: . of -one and the ſame 
Fant 


That Abraham ſrem'd tolaye this No- 
rjon, a pars. from his advice-given to his 
beauti an Far when be travelled 
with- her into Egypr;.. Viz. to ſay ſhe was | 
hjs Sifter, becauſe t e Eqyprias he ſuppo- 
ſed\ would have kill'd him that they might, | 
enjoy - her. Whence we. may likewiſ# 
obſerve that the Holy, Patriarch knew 
that Iuſ#ful perſons would Father. commit 
Murder than be baulkt in the ſatisfattion 


of their Luſts ; and yet, tho the World 
Was at that time ſo much degenerated, 
it's plain from this paſlage, that the E- 


ld {ans 
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tians look'd . upon Harriage as Sacred 
' and Jnviolable, otherwiſe Sarah's calling 
her ſelf Abraham's Siſter could have 
been no, defence, of _ her , Husbands life : 
Nay, it is maniteſt from the Hjſtory that 
Pharavh No , have taken her to 
Wife, ſo that Tory Heathen Egyptians 
will, riſe vp in Judgment againſt our 
Chriſtian Dehanchzes, who.. think neither 
Farnication nor. Adultery tobe Crimes, for 
it's evident fron this paſſage, that both 
he and his Subjets. tho abomingbly Tuſtful 
had. a great regard to Marriage, which 
it's plain he thought necefſary to render 
his enjoyment of Sarah lawfull.” 
There are ſeyeral other things to'be 
learned from this remarkable inſtance, as 
that the vanity of matching with none but 
thoſe of. Royal Extratt had not then invad- 
ed the Thrones of Princes —- But at the 
ſame time it is as. plain that it hath been 
an old and wicked Cuſtom amongſt Cour- 
tiers and Nobles to be Pandersto the luſts 
of their Monarchs ; for here we find that 
Pharaoh's PrincesCommendedSarah's Beau 
ty to him,which occaſioned her being taken 
into his Houſe : and would to God. that 
no ſuch thing had eyer been juſtly charge- 
able upon. the Court of, England. _ 
© There are only two Remarks more 
which1 have to-make on this Story, and 
ſhall then proceed to another, viz, that 


God by ſmiting Pharaoh and his Houle- 
hold, all of ſudden with Plagues, IS 


4 
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| ab 3 is Vn Teſtimony of his divine dic. 
s 6 attzces, ahd: 


pteaſure againſt ſych 
of bys here a proteitir of if Chas 


Li the txtute! of; uhis\ 


Qed wp6n refs "bis... bouſhot 
was 15 not ? Jon amor eg 
preters. © The Hebresſay, "that it was 4 
Gonorrhiw or Ulcer ins is ſecret. arts, which 
prevented' | fited his de ſephus thinks it' way 
a,” Pi 3 C Sedirion 1 m the 
Palate: Philo Wk fays Was 1Diſt kem- 
pet ole of Body. ary hd. and * 


7 
»m, 15-of opition that : Rho ing 0- 
dity Piche inflicted vpon hitn, Juft ©a 
Cana WAS brought to his Bed ,; but however 
thofe things he, this.is certain, that Sarah's 
pollution was prevented, and Pharavp 
oblig'd to' own that E: ws not lawfol to 
take anoefer Man's W 

The n&&t inſtance is. _ Abrahan: hig- 
ſelf, who is the firſt bf the Poſterity of 
Seth ofere the Flood, that we find to have 
been guifty of Digany ; it's plain that, the 
occaſion of his taking his Hh ndmaid Ha- 
54 tO Wife, Was his VV fe Sara,s advice, 
3nd the Cauſe of her giving that allvice, 
was her'own Barrenneſs, ' advanced” age, 
and''fear that ſhe *fliould not otherwiſe 
have the promiſed Seed. "The Canſes cf 
Mbraham's conſenting. io eaſily were : no 
dotbr the fame, and Polygamy being then 
Common in the World, Tis Pra@tice . ad- 
miniſtred/no occaſion 6f Scandal, that 
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his | praaice of marrying his. Maid in 
t boſe times of 'Tfnorance which God wink» 
ed at, can not atford+ any; argument. for 
Polygamy now, , and ſeeing :he had his 
Wifes confſent,- it will far leſs warrant 
thoſe 1aſcivious Intripues which' many ' Mas 
ſters have now-a'days with their (Maid-Ser- 
vants.\ But that this practice; of the Ho- 
Iy Patriarch was diſpleaſing to God. will 
eaſily appear from-the puliſhment ' infli- 
Qed upon his Family, the Peace of which 
was immediately broke, wi pots de- 
ſpiſing her Miſtreſs, afſaon.as ſhe found 
her ſelf pregnant with the promiſed Seed 
as ſhe'vainly: believ'd ;;; Then Sareb vp- 
braids Abraham with the wrong where- 
of ſhe | her ſelf was: the :occafion, - and 
3 forc'd hiin to a'breach.of that Marriage 
' Bond, which by her own advice he had 
contratted': Hagar | was alſo: puniſht for 
her unlawfal Conſent, firſt,-by being ſe- 
verelydealt: with by' Sarah,” 'who gave 
her for a Wife to her | Husband, and then 
by being”thruſt ont of. the Family and 
expos'd to the World, and though ſhe 
was brought back again for ſome,timeTtill 
ſhe was delivered"of her Sor, 1ſbmacl,yet 
her abode was of no long continuance, 
for ſhe was thruſt out again with this ad-. 
ditional affliction, that ſhe had her Son 
to provide for, was expos'd to the cruel 
neceflity 'of. ſeeing him die of thirſt as 
ſhe apprehended, and inſtead of his be- 
ng the promiſed Seed,ſhe and he were both 
o Igno» 
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tznominioufly thruſt ont from partaking }; 
of the Inheritance with-7ſaac, and ſhe was 
plainly” told/from Heaven, that he ſhauld | 
be'a wild Mat, having bis hand againſt eve- | 


ry Mam, and cvery Man's hand' againft him; 
which was ſpeedily verified,..for. he be- 
came 2 -profane: ſcoffer- at. Religion -and 
rhe promiſe of . God,” which- occaſioned 
his expulſion from-his Fathers Family and 
rhe Chirch.” His'crime is by the Apoſtle 
Part calted© perſecution, and his [Foſteriry 
we find comptained of by. the ,/Pfalmiſt. in / 
the'83. P/alm, amongſt the” other perie- 
tetors of the people of God, and ſo they 
bare continued under feveral denomina- 
rions to this day,as /ſhmaclites,  Hagarens, 


&e.of which latter: name being aſhamed, as\- 


denoting their Spurious Original, they aſ- 
ſited ro themſetves the Title of Saracens, 
as if they-were Sarab's off-ſpring, under 
which they were formidable: to the Chri- 
fhan World, for ſome Ages, and-continue 
irreconcilable Enemies to :the/ Chriſtian 
Religion to this day; under:the-name of 
Avabians, Tueks, &e;/. Such unſeparable 
Vices are Unclraineſs, Cruelty and Perſecu- 
rion, and ſo caſte and natural 3s the; Tronſats- 
on, from nn unclean perſon to become an Apo- 
feate and Enenty ta true teligion. Nor is it 
fit to tet it paſs unobſerved, that a; he 


himſetf wa: unlawfully, begoty 1. his. Po- 


ſterity to this day have. continued;/to be 
a'vile:and luſtfu! people, -and (itis known 


to the world, that it is now. become an 


:- . Article 
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Article of their horrid Religion, ' thats 
they place thei chief happineſs both in, Fi, 
Life and that to come 'in the enjoyment 'of rhIſe 
impure pleaſures. | 
- Nor is it fit we ſhould . paſs 'over what 
is commonly obſerv'd by Divines.thatthe 
very Ordinance of Circamciſion, by whick 
the fore-skin was appointed to be cutoff, 
was a mark of God's diſpleaſiire at ncon- 
tinence upon the Inſirument of Generation ; 
and likewiſe an , evidence that thoſe 
who expect * his fayour ſhould mortifie 
that Corruption ; and that it only took 
place upon Males, was. becauſe the be- 
ginnirig of Generation and conſequently 
of. natural ' Corruption is from that 
Sex, by 
_ The next dreadful Inſtance of God's 
hatred and indignation at YYhoredom and 
Uncleanneſs,is his raining of Fire andBrim- 
ſtone upon Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah aud 
Zeboim, &C, the cry of their lewdneſs be- 
ing ſuch, that it ſeemed to drown the 
noiſe of all other Sinsat that time. This 
is the firſt Inſtance we meer with of Luſts 
arriving to ſuch a prodigions height, as to 
ſeek after Unnatural Objeas, and ir 
woald ſeem, their Incantinence was ſo 
fherce, that rhey furioufly ſought after 
every opportunity, To gratike their bru- 
tiſh defires, eſpecially upon Strangers ; 
for they had fo mutually polluted one ano- 
ther, that it's probable their viltainons plea- 
ſures that way, had loſt much of thery reliſh : 
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Nor is it. unlikely, that the Comely and 
Beautiful afpe&t of thoſe "Angels added 
fewel to their flames, and it deſerves 
particular obſervation , that the whole 
City both old and young was infetted with 
this luſt ful Coptagion, in which they were 


vropoſal of hters (to them) 

ropoſal of his own Daughters (tot 4 
ha i were more rafural” and fit Obje&ts 
for their Luſt; nor the remarkable Judge- 
ment of God upon them in ſtriking then 
with blindneſs were able to divert them 
from their deviliſh purpoſe, of offering 
that unnatural abuſe to thoſe Meſſengers 
of God, who at laſt after having ſet Loc 
and his. Family out of danger, © be- 
came the executioners of Divine Juſtice 
upon thoſe Monſters , of Impurity,, and 
puniſht their ff. flames. with ſtorms 


of Fire and Brimſtone, which were on- 


ly ſome precurſory drops to thoſe ſhowers 
of everlaſting fire, which makes the [moat 


of their torments to aſcend for ever and , 


EVET, ” 4 ' ; | | | 
Neither ovght it to paſs. without ob- 


ſervation, that God did not only' puniſh 


themſelves, but would have their Coun- 
try which they had polluted'to remain a 
Monument of their abominable lnipurity, 
and his juſt, Judgment, .ſo .long as, the 
world ſtands : nor would+ Divine Juſtice 


ſuffer' Lots, YVife to paſs. uiryunſmd 'or 


looking back upon the place which ſhe left 


with a relutancy, and. could have wiſhe 
"a to 


' 


that neither Lor's unadviſed Fe 
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to- have been ſpared, but 'tarr'd heram- 
ney aps Pine of Salt for her diſ- 

zbedience and'inordinate affection toher 
Refations' and 'Eftate, which: 'God «had 
juſtly determin'd to deſtroy, and not for 
having withheld” 'Salt from the Angals 
her Gueſts the night before, as the Jews 


have' fabutonſly delivered. —— We: ſhall 


conclude this paſſage with theſe few Re- 
fictions, vit.That the places being cotverted 
into 4 dead Sen, near which | no Creature 
tan lie, andthe” Apples and Graptothat grow 
. upon the banks of it, which" are grateful to 
the Eye, but when tonth mowlder' intd'\ duft, 
arid ſend forth ftmiing ſulphnneons Exhala- 
_ tions, ame fit Emblems to repreſent,: not 
only the vanity; bur the deadly cefiets of 
thoſe hurtful and fooliſh Luſts;: the ſatis- 
fation of which 'is-ſo eagerly: puſued by 

Corrupt Nature. + 4 6d hah 
The next Inſtance we' meet :with, is 
that of Lor”s Trteft-with his own Davugh- 
ters, or rather their” Inceſt» with, bin. 
This paſſage has- many ſtrange Circum- 
ſtances that deſerve our obſervation: I, 
is not improbable that the 'leavd Conver- 
ſation, of rhe Sodomites had” before-hand 
infefed the minds of thoſe Damſels, 
for it's a hatd' matter totouch pirch and 
not to be defiled ;. Divines' are: of diffe- 
rent opintoin concerning thoſe Women, 
ſome believing that they - had 'aRtually 
been married, and others, that they were 
only betrothed ; but which ſocver of *em 
: it 
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it was, it's certain they. had loſt their | 
' Males;;| and perhaps. their - Fathers ' offer" | 


to profftitute them to ſave bis Gueſts, and 


their having been/ ear witneſſes. at leaſt 


to thoſe unnatural villanies * prattis'd iby 
the Sodomites, might poſſeſs them with 
extenuatins thoughts of the wickedneſs 
they .had in - defign * \ Yet, it appears..by 
their -abominable Intrigue to Intoxicate 
their Father, that they durſt, not pro- 
pound' any: ſuch thing to him when . he 
was Sober .,, their wickedneſs appears 
to be fo much the greater, that they ha 

but juſt-eſcap'd from that ſtorm of divine 
Wrath which over took the Sodo-mnres for 
their. File Luſt; ; That they. had but a 
very little before ſeen their Alorher turn'd 
into a"\Monnment of God's diſpleaſure, for 
having . a hankering mind after that impare 
City, and ber wicked Relations in it ; That 
they had no doubt been often times wit- 
neſſes: to the  vexation. of their Fathers 
Righteous Soul. at the Inſtful prattiſes of the 
Sodomites, and yet all this was not able 


to reſtrain-them from purſuing their «2 + 
clean deſign, and commiting one {in to ob. 


tain the Commiſſion of another. Their 
pretence that there was no Man left to 
come inuntathem after the manner of all 
the Earth, and that __ They Were 
under. neceſſity 4 of raiſing up Seca t0 thetr 
Father _ to have been an ill fourtded 
ſaggetion of the Devil, to hide their: fin 


from their Eyes, for they could not. but 
| know 


a Gencral Hiſtoz of Whoztng. 
know that they had left. men bebirid them in 
Zoar, they might have ſeen from the hill, that 
the whole Conntry was not rumed, and thoſe di- 
vine Judgments had only ſwallowed-up the 
Cities of the Plain ; or they might ſpeedily 
have'been better inform'd by ; their Father. 
Their-wickednef is alſo-aggravated by this, 
that as they were S:ſters by Nature, they were 
Sifters'in Iniquity, and they had no regard to 
their own, nor their Father's good Name, 

Nor the ſcandal which by- this lewd prattice 
they gave to the Enemies of true Religion, 
The <cripturc is hilent as to any Judgments 
inflicted either upon cheir. Father -or them- 
ſelves, but informs us plainly that the iſſue 
which they had by this Unlarwfull Congreſs, 
were accurſcd, and their poſterity like 0+ 
ther ſpurious brood were mortal Enemies ty 
the people of God, and perpetually excom3- 
municated 'rom the Church by Divine Com- 
mand, Deut. 23. 3. And thus Lot had an e- 

ternal blemiſh fix upon his Chaſtity, which did 

formerly ſo much diſtinguiſh him from the 

other Inhabitants. of Sodom, and was. pu- 
niſhed by being the Author of D: bauching 
his Daughters himſelf, whom he fo raſhly of- 
fered to be Debauched by others ; ſo that 
we ſee raging Luſt leaps over all the bownds of 

Law and Nature, and if not curb'd in time 

may. riſe to a ſurprizing and prodigious height, 

and bring down ſtupendous Judgments upon 

Peopl: and Perſons. 


The 20th. Chap. of Geneſis gives us-another 


Inſtance of -Abrabar's laviſh fear and di- 
{ftruſt of God's Providence which had for- 
| ne C merly 
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merly. delivered him, and by which frail- 
ty he again endangered the Chaſtity of his 
Wife; but- God took care 'to preſerve #t by 
keeping. Abimelech from touching her, tho? 
he was ſo much taken with her Beauty, 
and' doubted not but that he might Law- 
fully Marry her, he not knowing any 0- 
ther, but that The was really Abrabar's Si- 
ſter. -Yet God was ſo much offended with 
Abimelech's raſh attempt to which he - was 
doubclelly influenc'd by his Luſt, for it ap- 
pears that he: had a Wife already, that he 
puniſh'd him and his Family with a griev- 
ous diſtempef\, as Joſephus thinks as ſoon 
as he brought Sara into his Houſe, and 
made all rhe Women belonging to him 
barre), or becauſe barrenneſs properly ſo 
called, could not be ſo ſoon diſcovered, in- 
flited ſuch diſtempers upon them as muſt 
neceſſarily occaſion barrenneſs, ſo that by 
his Unlawfull deſire of iſſue by another Mar's 
Wife, he was precluded of any Lawfull Iſ- 
ſue by his own, until ſuch time as he was 


made ſenſible of his Crime, and willing to | 


reſtore Sarah to Abraham. 


In the 26th. of Geneſis we have a very | 


Extraordinary Teſtimony againſt Aaulr 


from an Heathen Prince Abimelech King of | 
Gerar upon the occaſion of 1/aac's having | 
from that ſame principle, of Maviſh fear | 
with his Father, called his Beavtifull 'Wife | 


his Siſter, to avoid being killed for her ſake, 
but the King perceiving him ſporting more 
familiarly with her than *twas decent far a Sj- 
fer and Brother to de , Ie reproved him 
L4- ſharply 
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ſharply for his having diſſembled her.be- 
ing his Wife, whereby he not only endan- 
gered her Chaſtity, but might have brought 
wrath upon- the People for defiling another 
Man's Wife, and therefore to '/ptevent any 
ſuch thing, he forbad any of the People 
to meddle with 1/aac or his Wife on pain 
of death. Certainly this Heathen Prince 
will riſe in Judgment againſt thoſe pre- 
tended Chriſtians who pollute themſelves 
with promiſcuous Luſts, and neither Account 
Fornication nor Adultery a Crime, | 
The next Inſtance offer'd us is that of E- 
fau, who married two Wives; and thoſe too 
the Daughters of Canaar,which werea Grief 
of Soul unto his Father and his Mother ; that 


he Married two Wives at once, .conlider- 


ing his Grand-Father Abraham's Example 
and the Cuſtom of thoſe dark and igno- 
rant times ſeems not ſo Criminal, and 
yet his Father's pra*'ice, . who had but one, 
ought to have had more influence upon 
him ; but his marrying Canaanites,: Profane 
Women, and Heathens, contrary to the 
Command of his Grand-Father Abr abam, 
and nor only without the Conſent . but a- 
' gainſt the Inclination of his Father and 
Mother, was altogether unexguſable, —The 
Impulliive cauſe which mov'd him to do 
{o, we have no reaſon to doubt, was his 
Ungovernable Lyſt, for that he was a Man 
of intemperate Appetite, and by Conſe- 
quence Libidinous 1s plain from his having 
profanely bartered away his Birth- Right for 
# Meſs of Red' Pottage when to be Gre he 

C2 might 
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might have had other Food in his Fathers 


Houſe, or if he had rejxQted Jacob's pro- 
poſal there's no great reaſon to think that 
Jacob would have been ſo unnatural as to 
have infiſted upon his demand, and deni- 
ed neceſſary Refreſhment to his Brother, but 
he did fo much idolize his own Palate 
and 'Appetite, that he preferred the 
ſatisfaction of them to every thing elſe , 


'and we have the ſame reaſon tov' think. 
that his Concupiſcence was as Ungoverna- / 


ie as his Stomach, and therefore he mar- 


ried two Canaani'tih Women at once to 


ſatisfy his raging Luft, the fulfilling of 
which -he prefer'd to his Father and Mo- 
ther's good will ; and this nodoubt had no 
ſmall influence in moving - the latter to 
ſuborn Jacob $0 deprive Eſau of bis Bliffing as 
well . as of bis Birth-right « and it's Remark- 
able that as he made a Curſed choiſe of 
his Wives, he was alſo accurſed in his Po- 
ſerity ; who, as it appears by the Sacred 
Hiſtory became irreconcilable Enemies. t9 
the people of God, and were always 
their moſt Barbarous - and Cruel Perſecu- 
tors. | | 
Eſau's Marrying a third Wife of Iſh- 
maels race, while the other two were a- 
live, is another Argument of his Un- 
bridled Luſt and Enmity to true Religion. 
It”, : true” that Interpreters diſagree in this 
matter, ſome. thinking that Eſa, Married 
this Third Wife of his Father's own kin- 
dred to pleaſe him, becauſe .the Davgh- 
ters of Canaay were hatefull to him, but: 
others 
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others ſeem to have more Reafon, who, 
think that he did it out ok Contempt with 
a deſign to provake his Parents more, by 
contratting a new Alliance with another 
wicked people, who wee as much Enemies 
'to the Church, and as mach or more ir- 
reconcilable to his Father- as the other ; 
ſeeing, it's apparent that Iſhmael mock*d or 
as the Apoſtle Interprets 1t perſecnted, 7- 
faac from his very Infancy. And ths far 
we ſee raging incontintncy and batred ar Re- 
ligion go hand in hind 
T he next Inftance that occurs to us is that 
of Jacob, who well may be charged with Poly. 
gamy, as having four Wives at a time in- 
ſtead of one. The firſt occaſion of this 
good Patriarch's tranſgrefiion in this mat- 
ter, was the Wicked Craft and Deceit of 
Laban his Father-in-Law, who inſtead of 
Rachel whom Jacob Married, brought Leah 
to his Bed, and ſo was the cauſe of Facob's 
Digamy and Inceſt, and tho' it's true, that 
Jacob is no where Condemned in Scrip- 
ture for this, yet it's plain that he acted 
contrary to Divine inſtitution, and he 1s 
reproved for it by our Saviour amongft 
others when he told the Phariſees, That 
from the beginning it was not ſo. There were 
ſome, and particularly the Marichees of 
old who inveighed againſt this Polygamy 
of the' Patriarchs, and in very - groſs 
and foul Language accuſe them as Whore- 
Maſters and their Wives as Whores, but their 
ſcurrilous . Arguments are well anſwered by 
Auguſtine againt Fanſius and others— There 
M2; * C 3 are 
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are ſome who think that this Polygamy 
of the Patriarchs was by. a peculiar in- 
ſtin&t, and particular Diſpenſation, and 


therefore as in that caſe it conld not be 


blamable, neither can it now be ordina- 
rily imitable, [the chief Reaſons they aſ- 
ſign, for their opinions are, that it was 

rmitted for the Increaſing of the Pro- 
miſed Seed, that Jacob s Wives, &c. were 
ated by more than a Natural prirci- 
ple, and much ſelf-denial, in recommendin 
their Maids to their Huband's Bed, whic 
in ordinary Caſes muſt be ſuppoſed to 
alienate his Aﬀecttion from themſelves. In 
the next place they obſerve that they. pray'd 
for off-ſpring by their Maids and brought 
up their Children upon their own knees, 
It mi} be own'd that thoſe things were 
Extraordinary and Contrary to . the Pra- 
Etice ard Principle of the generality of Wos 
men ; yet It's ſtrongly preſumable, that 
there was ſomething of Cuſtom as well 
as of inſtinct in this matter, and that the 
people of God were polluted with the 
bad Example of thoſe amongſt whom they 
lived. | 

But however theſe things were, this is 
certain that all the Perſons concerned were 
one way or other puniſh'd for their Con- 
currence in this Aﬀair. Laban had not 
only the mortth ation to ſee his two 
Daughters Jarr and Diſagree, and Envy 
one another, but alſo to find his Riches and 
Subſtance decreaſe. and to be conveightd ta 
another hand ; Leab, ſhe. was {everely - 
$1 Le - n1 '4 
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niſh'd by finding that ſhe had lefs of her 
Husbands - Love than her Siſter, whoſe Bed 


ſhe had unjuſtly defiled. Rachel was pu- 


niſfd with barrenneſs for ſome time. for 
conſenting to live with Jacob as his Wife 
when ſhe knew that her Father had given 
her eldeſt Siſter- into his Bed. Jacob's life 
was. very uneaſy *betwixt his Farring Wi- 
ves, who did each of them Envy the others En- 
joyment of him ;, Nay, he was perfeQly Snb- 
jet to the _.Command of his, Imperious 
and Beautiful Rachel, and obliged to take 
- a third Wife to beget Children for ber, and 

this laid him 0 a necefity. of obli- 
ging Leah in the like manner, which as 


it maſt needs Conſume his Body he being 


now above $0 years of age, there was no 
doubt but it increaſed his care how to pro- 
vide for ſo many Wives and Children, at 
the ſame time he was alſo plagued with 
a Covetous Oppreſling Father-in-Law, and 
diſcontented. Brethren who envied his 
growing rich in the: World. 

Nor 15 it to be doubted but there was 
frequent Quarrels among(t the Children of 
ſo many differen Mothers, ſeeing it's Com- 
mon to: fir.d Children by the fame Father 
and Mother often to diſagree, and this 
without doubt begot mutual Broils, Con- 
tentions, and Heats amongſt the different 
Wives every one- envying the proſperity 
or good Fortune of anothers Children. 
An Inſtance of this we have in Rachel who 
was ſo much taken with Reuben's Mandrakes 
that there's no doubt but ſhe could have 

GC 4 will'd 
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wish'd: they had been found. by one of her 
own Sons. Hencealſo we may obſerve, That 
as the Children did. every one love their own 


M 'thers beſt, it muſt needs rar an Quarrels 


amongſt them, It's not agreed among In- 
terpreters what theſe Mandrakes were , 


ſome | will have 'them to be Beautiful Fra- : 


rant Flowers, and others, that they-were 
Beautiful and Deliciovs Apples which pro- 
mored Conception, and that therefore they 
were ſo much deſired by Rachel, which, if 


it were ſo, she 'was however diſappoint-' | 


ed. for having agreed that her Husband 
ſhould be with Leah that night, it occa- 
ſfioned her Rival' to have two Sons 
Succeſſively one after another, and alſo 
one Danghter. But as to the Mandrakes 
themſelves, Sr. Auguſtine at ainſt Fanſtus tells 
us, That he has ſeen of 'em, Diligently In- 
quired into- their Nature, and ſays, they were 
Apples fine to the Eys, and of a ſweet Scent, 
but inſipid taſte, but weryrare to be bad, and 


on that Account alone he thought Rachel 4id © 


Covet them. 

The (in of Jacob and Leah, is alſo ve- 
ry legible in their puniſhment; by the foul 
Crimes of their Children Reuben and Dj- 
nah. Jacob was guilty of - Inceſt with two 
Siſters, and to the great grief of his Soul, 
eternal Reproach of his Family, and ſcan- 
dal tothe Neighbouring Heathen ; his Son 
Reuben committed © Inceft with his own 
Concubine Bilhah, which by the way, was 
another puniſhment upon her for conſen- 
ting to Marry one who had rwo Wives be- 

44 ah fore, 
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fore, and whom ſhe had. no. reaſon to 
think could- ever be able to perform Con- 
jogal duty to ſo many, and *tis not impro- 
bable ' that this made her an eaſy prey to 
the Tentation.—-Then as ta Dinah, her 
being polluted by Schechem the Son of He - 
mor, was another diſgrace to Jacob's Fa- 
mily, and brought a freſh ſcandal upon the 
Church, as well as ruin upon the Scheche- 
mites, whoſe deſtruftion was occaſioned by 
the Luſtful Paſſion of their Prince, in deal- 
ing with Jacob's Danghter as with an Har- 
lot, which ſo enraged her Brethren that 
by a fraudulent Covenant they obliged the 
Schechemites to Circumciſe themſelves, came 
upon them while they were Sore, and 
put all the Males to the Sword—And thus 
Dinah was alſo puniſhed for her Conver- 
ſing with the Daughters of the Land, who 
were Idolaters and of corrupt manners ; 
her Curioſity which is fo common to young 
Maids was fatal to her ſelf and many o- 
thers, neither 1s there _any «thing better 
to be expeted from thoſe Profane Feſtivals, 
Revellings and Banguctings, which Toſephus 
thinks the Schechemites were now taken up 
with : — And that Djnah either having ſtole 
away from her Mother to ſee how the 
Daughters of the Land were adorn'd, anq 
behav*d themſelves in their publick Dances, 
or being ſo far indulged as to have. Li- 
berty to go, the Libidinous young Prince 
being taken with her Beauty, and under no 
, reſtraint, but dandled by an Indulgent Fa- 
ther, violated her Chaſtity, for which —_— 

| . Is 
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bis Son, and all their Male Subjects quick- 
Iy after loſt their Lives, having firſt bee 1 
by the Juſt Judgment of God puniſh'd in 
the very Inſtrument of their Laſers]. 


The wound as it's uſual putting them” to 
great pain, and making them unable ei- 
ther to reſiſt or fly from acob's Armed Sons 
and Servants-; and thus - alſo the Good 
ON Man was puniſtd by the Rape of . his 
only Daughter, and his. bleeding wound 
xrpt open akxesh by the Treachery. and 
Cruelty of his'Children. 7 his is another 
Inftance. of a People cut off and deſtroyed 
for Uncleanneſs _ | 

The next thing that occurrs, .1s another 


afflition to the Good Old: Patriarch, from 


the Evil Report of . the Sons of his Con-' . 
cobines Zilpah. and B;lbah, who being the 
off-ſpring of an Unlawful Marriage were 
a'ſo of a Lewd Converſation themſelves, 
and according to. the opinion of ſome of 
the. Hebrews, guilty of Sodemitical Impuri- 
ties ; But however, that was, thts 1s plain 
from the Sacred Text, that they had an 
ml fame, and with this J-/eph acquainted 
his Father, which occaſioned therr Con- 
ſpiracy to kill Joſeph, and at laſt to ſell 
him, ſo that here Ja ob was remarkably 
pnnifſh'd for his Polygamy ; The Chil- 
dren of thoſe Concuvtines being both wick- 
ed and haters of his Children by Law- 
ful Wedlock ; and tho it; be not direc&t- 
ly-to opr purpoſe yet it may not be per- 
haps unpleaſant to the Reader to acquaint 
him that the Hebrews. think Jacob was juſt- 

5 


a General Þiſtowy of TUhozing. 


ly. puniſb'd, when \made to believe that the 

d of a Kid was that of hz Son Joſeph, 
becauſe he bad formerly deceived his Father 
and made him to believe that he was bn eldeſt 
Son Eſau, by putting a Kid's Skin- about bis 
Neck, &C. 

Our next Inſtance is in Judah, who ha- 
ving left his Brethren and his Father's 
Houſe,and by Conſequence the than Church, 
and Lodging with an Adulamite, fell in 
Love with a Canaanitiſh Woman,and Married” 


her (he not then exceeding 14 Years-of 


Age' himſelf as Chronologers thk) not 
only without his Father's Conſent, but a- 


gainſt it, according to the Example of E- - 
ſau, —- How he was puniſh'd for this fault 


the following Hiſtory acquaints us, viz, 
That having obliged his Son Er to an 
early and precipitant Marriage like his 
own, who beinga Wicked Man, and as 
the Hebrews think, guilty of Sodomy, or as 
others of ſpilling his Seed upon the ground 
as his Brother Onan did, the Lord de- 
ſtroyed him. Nor was Judah any hap- 

ier in his Son Onan abovementioned, who 

ing given to his Brothers Widow 
' for a Husband to raiſe xp Seed to his Byo- 
ther, did maliciouſly ſpill it on the ground, 
. that his Brother's Memory might not be 
continued ; Whereas to die Childleſs had 
not only a Tendency to the decay, and 
ruin of the Family, but was alſo look'd 
upon. as Reproachful, and therefore it is 
the opinion of Divines, that that tempo- 
rary Law was conſtituted Demt, 25. 5. The 


Rabbins- 
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Rebbins according t» their fabulons -man- 


ner, alledge, That Onan did this becanſe 


he would not have Thamar's Beauty fpoil- 
ed by bearint Children, but whatever truth 
there be in thar, *tis certain that God de- 
ſtroyed him for that Impurity, and fruftra- 
ring the End of Nature, which #u next akin 
rt Muuther if not a ſpecies of #t, ſecing it de- 
froyed th#f which was potentially a MHan or 
Woman. 

* -- Bat Jadab's puniſhment does not ceafe 
here, he is' plagued with raging Luſt jn 
his own advanced years, and being a Wi- 
dower «did inceſtuonſly pollute his own 
Danghter-m Law Thamar, . whom he took 
to be a Common Harlot, by which hein- 
corr?d a perpetual diſgr:ce, and brought 
an Indelible btot upon his Memory. From 
that Hiſtory we may plainly alſo perceive 
thatAdultery was held a Capital Crime even 
amongſt thoſe Canaanites, ſeeing Judah or- 
dered his Daughter-in-Law who was in a 
manner betrotied to his third Son Shelan 
to be barnt : Nay, and that the Crime 
which 1s called ſimple Fornication was ac- 
connted ſhameful} amongſt them, ſeeing, 


- when he ſent his Friend to redeem the 


pledges which he had left with Thamar, 
bat could neither, find her nor them, he 
ſaid, Ler ber rake them to her leſt we be afh* 
med. Thamar's fat fome have endeavou- 
red to excufe, becauſe ſay they, It did 


-not proceed from Jncontinence, butt to re- 


venge her ſelf upon her Father, for not 
glving her Shelah to Husband as he had 
pro- 
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promiſed ; and others alledge that ſhe had 
ſome kr,owledge that the Meſſiah ſhould.de- 
ſcend from ' Fudah, and therefore delired 
to be impregnated by him, but neither 
of theſe Excuſes are ſufficient, and there- 
tore we find that ſhe was puiniſh'd with"a 
perpetual Widowhood for her Incominence z 
and alſo by a darigerous and mouſtrous 
Birth of twins, who ſeemed to ſtfive which 
of them ſhould be ſooneſt rid of their 
Impure Mother, and by that means con-, 
tributed to: render the Memory of their 
Father and Mothers Crime unmortal. 
The next Scripture Inſtance is. of a 
mixt Nature, and contains a Glorious Tri- 
umph of . Chaſtity in the Ierſon of Joſeph, 
againſt the Tentations of his Laſcivious M1- 
ſtreſs, by embracing of 'which, he might 
not only have ſatisfied the invenile heat of 
Concupiſcence, hut 'alſo have expected 
Riches, Preferment, and what not by means 
of a Woman of ker Quality, and opportu- 
nity to fulfil the Luſts'of the Fleſh with 
Secrecy and Impunity, the Repeated attacks 
which ſhe made upon him, his ab[ince and 
unjuft Expulſion from his Father's Family, 
which then contain d the viſible Church, 
the Impure Example of the Fgyprians, and 
the unavoidable danger which he mult 
needs foreſee he threw himſelf into, by 
reliſting her Unlawful deſires, ſet his Vi- 
Qtory off with theCrearer Lu/ire,and depaints 
her Crime in Flacker C9lours; and that 
ſame Hiſtory which rewards: his Chaſtiry 
with Immortal Fame, puniſhes ber Unclean® 


meſs 
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neſs with eternal diſgrace, and Brands her 
with a ſort of Rape centrary to the Com- 
mon Courſe of the Sex, and with abomina« 
ble Gruelty in accuſing the Innocent youth 
of her- own Crime, for which he was ſhut 
up in Priſon and brought in danger of 
his Life; ſuch is the Rage of diſappointed 


Luſt. The Rabbins alledge that ſhe 


feigned her-ſelf to be ſick, or really might 
be ſo thro? her burning Luſt . as Amnon 


was for Tamar, and finding that all her 


Sollicitations by words could not do, or- 
der'd it ſo as he ſhould find her a Bed 
in' a Room where he frequented, think- 
ing thereby to add Strength to the Tentation, 
and .if that would .not do, was reſolved 
to -make uſe of Force, which ſhe did al- 


Jo attempt, but in vain. Andit is alſo re- 
 markable, that her Husband, tho no doubt 


incens'd upon heraccuſing Toſeph, yet was 
ſo far over-rul'd as to abſtain from vio- 
lence towards him, and *tis not at all to 
be doubted, but when Joſeph's extraordina- 
7y Favour In- the Court of Heaven, ad- 
vanced him to the Court of Pharaoh, but 
this Unchaſte Woman, if then alive, became 
a Curſe and a Reproach, or if dead that her 
memory . became Vile and Contemptible, 
This paſſage brings naturally to my mind 


that well known Reflection upon the Re-. 


formation here in England, by ſome looſe 
Perſons, viz. That it came from Henry VIII's 
Coapiece, which opprobrious ſaying, was 
robably invented by Enemies to' our Re- 
igion, -and as there's .no doubt but that 

'Princes 
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Princes Incontinence gave. himoccaſon to 
t nquire into the Pope's Power, and at- 
terwards to break it when he oppos'd his 
divorce, ſo we ſee it is no new thing for 
God to bring about his own holy and pure 
deſigns; by the Impure and Wicked deſigns 
of Mortals, for here this Woman's /ncon- 
tinence. occalion'd Joſeph's Impriſonmear, 
where becoming acquainted with ſome of 
Pharaob/sCourtiers then under diſgr.ce,that 
gave occaſion. to his being ſent for to 
Court, and laid the Foundatiofr of thar 
Deliverance which the Church of God had 
from an Univerſal Famine by his means 

| ſhall conclude this Hiſtory of Fo/eph 
with one obſervation, that as he is Re- 
corded to poſterity for a Mirror: of Chaſts- 
es ove orb find: that he was ſo much as he 
tainted with &; or polyga a$ his Fg- 
ther and rear Grind-Fethcr rare, whoſe 
Examples herein tho? they were Holy men 
he never followed, and this is the more 
Remarkable becauſe his Dignity and Pow - 
er in the Land of Egype furniſh'd him 
with all things neceflary for Pampering the 
Fleſh, and afforded him an opporrunicy of 
keeping as many Wives and Concubines as 
he pr, and yet we find he contented 
himſelf with one, by which alſo we may 
perceive that thy? a Pattern of Chaſtity,. 
yet he accounted Lawfull Marriage. and. 
Procreation. of Children no violation of 
it ” the Mad Popiſh Monks would pretend 
to GO, 


The 
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The next Inſtance we- have of Divine 
Judgment - upon- Uncleannefs is in the pu- 
niſhment inflicted upon Reuben, and pro- 
phetically foretold by his Father Jacob in 
his' laſt words unto his Children, orin his 
laſt Will and Teſtament as ſome are plea- 
ſed to call it. The Judgment pronounced 
againſt Reubex is this, Unitable as Water 
thou ſhalt not excell becauſe thou wenteſt up to thy 
Father's Bed, then defiled'ſt thou. it,|| he went 

up to 'my Couch, &c. Chronologers Reck- | 
on, that this was 40 years after Reuben's 
Inceſt with his Father's Concubine Bilhah 

and / tho? Rexben had no doubt repented of 
his'\ Crime 'and was thereupon pardor'd by 
God and his Father ſo as to be continu- 
ed both in the'Church and in his Father's 
Family, .yet now his iniquity is called. to 
remembrance by his dying Parent, 'who 
puts Reuben to ſhame afreſh before all his 
Brethren, and declares it to be the Will 

of God, that Reuben ſhould be deprived 

of his Birth-right becauſe of his Impuri- 

ty, and that whereas being the Eldeft Son. 
he onght of right to have expetted rhe 
Prieſthood, Royalty, and Preeminence over b14 

Brethren ;, he is now told that he ſhould 

zor excel, that is, he and h.s Poſterity 


- ſhould neither be conſiderable tor Srrengeh, . 


Valour, nor Number, and the cauſe- is ſub- 
joyned- becauſe he was Unſtable as Water 
and had defiled his Father's Bed, or had 
been acted by. his Impetu-us and Raging 
Luſt like an inundation of Water which 
over-flows its Banks and drowns, the Coun- 
9: --- try, 
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try; and” this as E/aw Iolt his Birth"right 
ir ons ſort of Profanity, "Reuben loft F It 
by another”; and 'as he had reſembled an 
Inundation_ of Water for "Fury and Inſta- 
bility, ſo God poured” him” our” fike Wa- 
ter, and made his ftate Unſtable; and this 
Judgment was pronounced- nm” the hearing 
of all his Brethren as the Hſt and irre- 
vocableWill of God and his Fither ; which, 
there's no reafon. to doubt, fet'*it” home 


with the greater, pangency upon 'Rewben's 


Soul ; and eſpecially becatfe not only he 
himſelf, but, his Poſterity alfo'was ſet, np 
as a Monument of God's Judgment agaihtft 
Incontinence. ' There are'fome who faby- 
lovſly affert, that Jacob being welt vers'd 
in Aſtronomy, * did- read. the 'deftiny of 
his Sons in the Stars, » where they will 
have the prognoſtication of all humane E- 
vents to be writ down as in a Book; but 
the Event hath verified that he wasated by 


a more infallible Author. 


The next, thing that- offers it ſelf to 
our Conſideration is the Sentence pro- 


 nonncd againſt © Simeon and Levi, who: 


were Brethren to Renben by Leah, joyned 
to Jacob as hath been formerly obſerved by 
Unlawfull Wedlock. -— And: that - which 
makes the ' Curſe infiited upon them fir 
for our Remark 1s this, viz. That it was 
accalioned by their Cruelty againſt ' the 
Schechemites, of whichthe Rape committed 
upon their Siſter Dinah was the procu- 
ring Cauſe ; ſo that .it comes naturally to 


_be taken. notice of as one of the Judgments 
"Rk 


which 


W 
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which, W The oeanence Lak The 
urport 0 x EIT. SENLERKE Þ That th 
ld be druid: ed i) Jacob wn Þ roſe. in Iſs 
rael. fs oper puniſhment for thoſe - 
hs commit. 7 Geo againſt. r "being of 
humane. Society, ..t0 be *\cattered: up and 
down upon. the face fo the Farth: And if 
we. may gfre Credit to the ConjeQures 
of © the Learned, their Polter I inherited 
their Fathers. Cruelty; for the Levites, that is 
to ſay, the order of forthe and deſcen- 
dants of Levi, condemned Jefus, Chriſt ; and 
Judas who betray'd him, being a5, they ſay, 
of the Tribe. of Simeon, - both thoſe Tribes | 
had a hand in .that Condemnation, which 
was the moſt .cruel and unjuſt Sentence 
that. ever - was. pronounced in the. World. 
The next thing which we find in the 
Sacred Records relati to our. Subj *Is, 
That God ts Teſtify his abhorrence of 
= -fin_of Uncleanneſs, gives it as _ the 

reg to his peculiar People, 1/rael, 
LA ey ſhould not commit Adultery ; un- 
der which Term, Uncleanzeſs of every 
_ fort is forbidden.z and being the 7th.in 
_ order it would \Þ m that the Divine Law- 
giver did thereby intimate: that they ſhould 
be as frequent and particular in the Re- 


_ membrance of this precept as they were. ta 


be of fanQifying every Seventh Day, which 
_ tho.it were appointed for a , rel; yer. they 
* were hereby ya to underſtand that t-.cy 
were not. to ſpend this Day in Chamber- 
ing and Wantonaeſs, nor make it the prin- 
cipal Day of their impure: Afſignations as 
our. 


h_ 


a Gert pitta « bag 
our otters Delanchees d - 0.z 20 ard tho? this 
prece W mnigare nt 755; 
nai” wich the' Fe ERS: Thunder 
and Lightning'as the reſt of the'Law Was, 

yet God w haye his s people” ſo -pnn- 
Aval in_the "obſervation of it, that-he ad: 
ded a "forther ſanQion to jt, . "by appoint- 
.Ing particular puniſhments for the varions 
manners of "breaking it : as he thar enticed 
and defl'd'7 1rgin thould certainly take her 


to Wife ; ' but 'if ' her Father would. oF 


conſent to it, the Perfon that” de 

ſhould pay- her: Dovry'; bur if the Fo 
were betrothed an defited' in any ” 
where ſhe might:"have help * npon. cxying 
out, then 'both” Parties were to be pur to 
death : but Tf the betrothed | Virgin pede, 


ſurprizedin the-feld,: or where ſhe copld' 


not have help npon crying bur; then the 
Man was only to' ſufter dgath, Exod. 22. 
16.” Deut; 22; from 14 to the end, but in caſe 
any Man were found lying with another 
Mans Wife, then both, the offending Par- 


ties were fo be ſtoned to Death ; and.it. 


any Husband could prove that his Wife 


had: plaid” the Whore with another Man - 


before his Marriage. to her, ſhe was like- 


wiſe t5 be ſtone is death ——And as a 
. further Evidence of God's deteſtation of. 
Whoredom, - it. was appointed Dem. 23. 
- 2. That no Baſtard ſt nld enter into the Congren\ 


- Fation of the. Lord, even to his tenth Gene- 


ration”:'Nay, fo. preat was the care. of the . 


ver to have his ſele&t Peo- 
_— and Continent, thar he 
\-D 2 orders 
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orders them, to provide againſt. all occa- 
ſions. of Laſciviouſneſs, or ,Jncontinence. in 
their..very. Apparel, and - particularly in 
the 22,0f Newt.” and ..12. the; commands 
them . to :make; Fringes upon the four Cor- 
ners. of their Garments, which ſome Com; 
mentators underſtand, to; be, Points. or Laces 
to faſten them ſo thet their, Nakedneſs. might 
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7 not; be diſcover ed on, ,any accaſion, Breech- 


es vor bring, then in uſe, . ' In; that ſame Chap- 
ter Men, are, forbid, to. wear Womens Ap-; 
arel, or Women Mens, lelt thereby there 
ſhould be an opportunity given to. pro- 
miſcuous Luſts..,;.By- this, Efeminate Fops 
and Maſculine, Yirago's .are/alſo rebyk'd ; 
ay, Common Reaſon teaches us to.\de- 
ao abhor ſuch Unnatural. Monſters, 


N 
A Poor, Heathen. Poet could lay, 


Quem preſtare poteft mulier galeata prdoe 


15 OE- ©. 
"Que fugit a ſexu. 


2, What Modeſty can we expe to ſee 
16, Women Armed like Soldjers Cap-a pee. 


. The Almighty is: very particular in Exc- 


dat, Levitieu:,, and: Deuteronomy, in enume- 


rating.the different ſorts of | Uncleanneſs, 
which he would have his People tg avoid, 
and after having forbid under - wil Penal. 


ties thoſe more uſual methods of Tran/preſſing 
the Seventh Commandment, he forbids Mar- 
© riage within ſuch and {uch degrees of Cons 
- ſanguinity, lays reſtriftions upon the uſe ol 
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the Marriage-Bed it ſelf ; and becauſe our 


nature is ſodeprav'd,” that when Luft hag _ 


- the. Reins laid on. its Netk, it puts Man- 


kind upon the | ſearch of Unnathr al Methods 


to- ſatisfy ir, the Divine Goodneſs con- 
' fults' our Welfare ſo muchas to make thoſe 
things plainly appear to be finfal, ro us by 
his prohibition, which Nature it ſelf at 
firſt Glance would have taught us to be 
ſo, if we did but' make uſe of Common 
Reaſon : And therefore the approzching to 
a Woman in her Uncleanneſs i, and Beſtiality, 


or Unnatural Commtion with Creatures of . 


another kind, Crimes which ought, to -have 
been Buried \in perpetual Oblivion, whoſe 
very Names ſtrike Nature with fear and 
horrour, are expreſly forbid, and the ve- 


Ty Brutes as well as the Man or Woman 


were ordered to be cut offfor having ſuffer- 
ed ſuch a tranſgreſſion of the Law of Na- 
ture ; and that the People might, take the 
more care to obſerve both thoſe poſitive 
and Negative precepts, he tells them” that 
for ſuch Abominations the Canaanires were 


# 


to- be driven out before them and cut 


It is alſo worth our Notice, that the 
Explahation of this ' Seventh Commandment 
is 'more at-large ſer down in the Sacred 
Scriptures, than that of any other of the 
- Commandments, and that the Law-giyer 
knowing the Frailty of humane Nature, 
hath” been. particularly Careful] arid: Indul- 
gent in the' methods appointe+ for Pre- 


ſervation ' of Chaſtity, as well as Juſt in the 
, D 3 


methods 


methods for diſcovering and puniſhing In- 


continence.*.” __.-. +, of ee 5; 
The. Liberty . alow'd | the 1ſraclires, in 


| their divorces and the privilege that a, new 
Married; Man. had of not being obliged 


to go to War, the firſt year, are ſufficient 
preofs of the Venity of the Law-giver; 


and that no. Perſon could pretend any Ju-_ 


ſtifiable -reaſon for - their  /xcontinence. | 
years time for a' Man -and a Woman. to 


_cohabit was ſufficient 'to eſtabliſh their 


mutual Love, and to prevent that Lubri- 
city of the fleſh which is diſcoverable uvp- 


— - 


on firſt Marriage, and might endanger the 


Wamarns Chalttty if too ſoon deprived 
of her Husband, and the Man's alſoif all 
of a ſudden taken from his Wife, eſpe- 
cially -to :follow a Military Employment, 
which generally abounds with Tentations to 
Incontinence, and many other Ctimes— And 
an{werable to this is the Command of the 


_ Apoſtie, That the Hwutband ſhould pay all 


due benevolence to the Wife, and that they 
ſhould riot defraud one another but with Con- 
ſent for a time leſt Satan tempt them for thi 


 Jncontmence. 


Chaſtity was ſo ſtrialy enjoyned unto this 
ſcleCt people of God,thatthey were not only 
forbid to: ſuffer any of their Daughters to be 
Whores, or any of their Sons to be Whore- 
Maſters, as ſome think the, word 'which 
in our Tranſlation Deut 23,' 17..is Sodo- 
mites, Onght to be rendered, but all man- 


. + ner of immodeſty was ſtri&ly forbid ;-and 


therefore If any: Woman ſeeing her Hus- 
Saas Phi band 


\ 4 - 
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| a Generdl'Hiſ92p-6k-Whozing. 
band ahd"arother Man a Quarrelling, ſhould, 
beſo "impudent in her Fury or Paſſi- 
on as to take rhe other' Man by the Se-. 
cret* Prrs to 'oblige him to forbear Quar- 
relfling with her Husbafid, her hand was 
tos bz cut off without any pity, tho' eve- 
ry Man knows that a Preſſure or Gripe is 
thoſe parts wonld quickly Force her Hus- 
band's: Antagoniſt to quit the Fray. -—- 
And by*much more reaſon would thoſe 

Judges have- Gondemned Women who 
put their hands to thoſe parts upon a Luſt- 
ful Account... | | 

The" Trials | appointed/ in the Levitical 
Law to find' out ' whether the Jealouſie of 
the Husband- was well founded, was like- 
wiſe admirably -. Accommodated. for the 
Clearing of the Innocent,” and condemn- 
ing the Guilty.” + The Tokens -of Virginity 
which the -Learned tell us never failed in 
that Climate, were a - Convincing proof 
.of the Brides being a Maid or otherwiſe, 
and therefore the Linen in which the 
Bridegroom and ſhe lay the prſt- night was 
Grefully kept by the Parents of the'B:1de, 
and taken from the Fed- betore proper 
Witneſſes, as a ſecurity for their Daugh- 


ers Honour. If- the accuſation were found 


« falſe, the Hushand was to be'Chaſtis'd aad 
Fin'd in an Hundred Shekels of Silver ro 
the ' Father of- the Damſel, and if - it was 
found to be true, ſhe was to be ſtoned r9 
Death for having wrought folly in Iſrael; 


ſo that there's 'no doubt but this. Cuſtom 


had a mighty influence upon Parents to 
| D 4 watch 
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watch carefully over their Daughters, and - 


'on'the Yrrgins themſelves to preſerve their 


- The Trial to find out whether a Wo- | 


man had committed Adultery after Mar-. 
riage, was. yet more ſolemn and terriblg, 


25: may be ſcen {in the 5th. of - Numbers, ; 
from the 11th. to the 31ſt. Verſe. And 


ſceing the effect of the bitter Water which 
the Woman was to drink on that occa- 
fron, was altogether. Supernatural, |viz. to 


make her fruitful if, Innocent,; and her 
Belly to ſwell and Thigh to rot if guil-. 


ty, it plainly demonſtrated that God him- 
ſelf was the Parron of Chaſtity, and Reven- 
ger' of Adultery, and the Perſon found 
guilty apon this occaſion becoming a curſe 
among the people, it. ſhews: how odious 
and abominable - that -Crime then was. in 
the Eyes of Man as well as in the Eyes 
of God ; and there's no doubt bnt this had 
a very® great influence upon. Women . to 
be Loyal: i their Huibands, and: careful to 
avoid giving *em any occaſion of Jealouſie. 
It's probable that the Trial of Adultery by 
the Fiery -ordcal, or laying ſo many hot 
| Bars of Iron upon the ground, covering 
the Woman's Eyes, and making her go c- 
ver them with her bare Feet, which ſhe 
bnrnt if Guilty, -and came off without a- 
ny hurt if Innocent, was ' an. Apiſh 1- 
mitation of this ſolemn and ſevere Jewiſh 
Txial, as many other of the Popiſh Super- 
ſtitions. are fooliſh and unwarrantable Imi- 
tations" of the Jewiſh Ceremonies ; Re as 

| ney 
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they have - not the Divine Inſti tutic n for | 


their Warrant, they come alwa 


the, deſired effett, and turn T0: the' dif- 
grace. of the Inventers and* Pradtiriv-" 


net _ 


Tt alſo dafeauie our obſervation that 


the flux of the Natural Seed in . Man, the 


menſtrua in. Women,” and their ordinary 


purgations after "Chita -beating, Tendred 
them unfit for publick] worſhip, 3nd were. 
accounted unclean, Nay even the very Law- 
ful A& betwixt Man and Wife went vn- 


der that denomination :: ; becauſe, 23S its well 


obſeryed by Divines, © the Corrtption of 

< Nature is more apt to diſcoverit ſelf in 

© that Lawful] a, than; perhaps 1n any o- 

© ther, and becauſe Original Corruptian is 

, Conveyed ur.to vs in our firſt Conception 

' by that very ſubſtance whereof 'ws are 
* made. * 

The next ſcriptural' Inſtatce that, Oc- 
curs, 15 in the / 25th. of W:zibers, where 
we have .an account that the, Moabjres and' 
Midianites being afraid of the Chifdren of 
Iſrael, the King of the Moabires ſent for 
Balaam, a falſe Prophet and Enchanter, to 
Curſe them, that he might the more ealfly 
prevall over them ; wbut Balaam findins, that 
it was not in his power to Curſe thoſe 
whom God had Bleffed, gave them advice 
to ſend. out their Beantifil Women among 
the Jſraelites to 'tempt' them ro Unclean- 
neſs; which-if they could, he knew that it 
would render them' odious in the fight of 
their FRONES God, and bring down Judgments 
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upon. their rpm the Almighty hand” of Feho- 
vah,. giver them ch Laws for the 
preſerva Tagen oo their Chaſtity as diſtinguiſh- 
ed . them from the. polluted Nations of” the 
Earth, We muſt take notice by the,way, 
that the. Moabizes- were the Deſcendants 'of 
Lor's Inceſtuous Brood WE one of his Daugh 
ters, and *tis very prohabl e Has. tht ole 
upon promiſcuous Copulations to be fo Ficenr- 
ly Authoriz'd by the 02g. py fy of _ 
Good tnan, which together Ot [EIT 76 
to fave their Country,.made them” rea ef 
enough to proſtitute themſelves to the 7/- 
raelites—And they notwithſtanding the pro. 
hibition and Laws_of that God who had 
choſen them for his peculiat people, call- 
ed them. his firſt born, deftroyed-the Zgyp- 
tiars and Aorites for their ſakes, and as 
he told them himſelf, becauſe of ſuch pol- 
lutions, yet they, whom Balaam's Magick 
couldmot Enchant, were ſo much bewitch- 
ed with Luft towards the Danghters of 
Moab, that. they firſt committed Whore- 
dom 'with them, and then committed 1- 
dolatry to pleaſe them.; ſo ealie and nath- 
ra] 1s the tranſition from. a wicked Life 19 4 
falſe Religion. 

This Few and Uogtatefull Praftice did 
quickly kindle the Anger of the. Lord a- 
gainſt them, which was no other way to 
be expiated but by the Death. off thoſe 
who had been Ring-Deaders of this Unclean- 
neſs. and. Idolatry, and therefore God Com- 
manded the Judges and Magiſtrates by-the 
Mouth of his Servant Moſes, every _—_es 
_ "NS 
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Nay: thoſe ' Ring-Leaders and Heads of the 
people in'their own! Juriſdiction; who had 

ed themſelves, and to hang them up 
againſt the Suh, in the face of which they 
had committed -theiz Abominations ; fo 
that'a Thouſands of thoſe ' protane Great. 
 men-were hanged, -as the Learned 4o com- 
pute; afid 7 wenry Three Thouſand of the Come 
mon- people were . conſumed by the Plague 
for their Whoredom. 

In this General Inſtance of 'Uncleannels 
there is one more. particularly .taken .no- 
tice of bythe Scripture, vjz7 That of Z;»- 
Yi, a F rince of. ' the T1ihe &f Simeon, with. 
Cozhi the Daughter of a Priftte of 17idian. 
By the reading it would ſeem: that+this 
man was ſo far beſotted with Ins Luftfalt 
Paſſion, as neither to regard the Command 
of God fur hanging up other, Great men 
- that were guilty. of the like Crime, nor 
the hand 'of Gotl which-wa3s- gots out a- 
gainſt the Common People. deftroyving thoſe 
by. a burnmg'Plague Who juft before were 
burning in their Laſts, but' in the very 
heat of God's Anger, and while'the Congres 
gation were all mm Tears for their Sins and 


Judgments, as if he. would ont-brave the 


wrath of God "and -infult over the'Calami- 


ties of the people, he brought his 2714j- 


 antiſh Whore in the light of Afoſes and all 
the: Congregation into his- Tent,” and as 


he made himſelf thus a - Remarkable Sinner; 


the Lord'did purſue bim with as Remarka- 
ble a "Judgment, by {turring yp Phinehas 
b0: go beyond- the ordinary bounds of his 

vb 72 HS . Vocation 
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 Vocation and become Executioner of his 
Juſtice npon this Zuftfull-Gallant, whom to» . 
gether. with his Whore, he-thruſt through 
with his: Javelin ; ſo that inſtead of ſend- 
ing a Prieſt: to give him abſolution, God 
Commiſſioned a: Prieſt to 'be the Meſlen- 

er of diſpatching him to everlaſting flames 
in the very mids of his own Jmpare flames ;, 
.and while not only the names of Common 
Sinners, but even thoſe-of other Great men 
who were hanged for the ſame. Crimes, 
are: buried 'in oblivion,” the. Name of this: 
Prince and his T ribe are conveyed downi 
to Poſterity to perpetuate the \/ſemory of his 
Infamy; and this Remarkable Zeal of Phine- 
has 'was fo, well pleaſing to God, that the 
Plague amongſt the People did immediate- 
ly ceaſe upon It. | 

It's an obſervation - naturally dedacible 
from this /paſſage, that the Chief Magi- 
ſtrate ought to puniſh/ Great Aden in an 
Exemplary. + manner for ſuch Great and 
Heinons Crimes as Whoredom and Idolatry, 
Here the great ones are hyng up before 
the Sun, while Sinners of a lower rank are 
ſuffered to rot by a Common Contagion, 
From. hence alſo we may obſerve, That 
then a Reformation may have proſpett of 
Sucteſs when Miniſters and Magiſtrates con» 
yo in it, as here Phinchas did with Mo- 

es. 

The horrid advice of 'Balaam beforg- 
mentioned puts me in mind of the Coun- 
ſel which Cardinal AZazarme is generally , 
charged with as to \England, VIZ. That Pe 
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beſt way 'ta' make 1: P apiſts, 'was, to debanch 
_ Merals, particularly . by Whoredom. We 
find by the Inſtance juſt now: related, that 
Uncleanneſs is a ſtrong attraftive' to: I- 
dolatry, and whether the Lewd Example 
. of-the Court which overſpread the Nation 
with. Debauchery,' did not very much- pro- 
mote the Popiſh + Intereſt 1n age Reigns, 
and: likewiſe-lay: the Foundation for that' 
Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Sociriianjſm which. doth: 
ſo. much abound-in this (now that- the i 
Debauchees cannot. find: their :Account- in | 
| Popery) kt Experience: teſtify.” 

If the Advocates of Lechery ſhould obje&t, 
that the puniſhments abovementioned were 
inflicted upon the. People becauſe of their 
Idolatry, and not. upon the _ Account of 
their Infamous Commerce with the-Davgh- 
ters of Midian ;/.it' is eafie to: anſwer 
them that they were puniſf'd for-both in 
Cenjunttion; and the Apoſtle in the firſt 
of Corinthians, 10.-.and 8. afſigns their For- 
nication as the Cauſe of their Judgments ; it 
being indeed the Original Cauſe, and as 
has (been ſaid already, Whoredom and I- 
dolatry have a Netural Tendency- to one 
another, and therefore Cardinal - Mazarine's 
Receipt, abovementioned for. perverting | 
Proteſtants to be Papiſts, may very well | 
paſs. with a probatum eſt, | 

There's one thing more to be:takenno- 
tice of-/in this Inſtance, and that- is, the 
Judgments which this Whoredom bronght 
upon "the' Midjanites as well as upon the 
Children of /ſrael. It is welt enou __ 
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that Corrupt Nature” is prone enough to 
Revenge, 'andthere's little reaſon'to doubr 
but the” 7ſraetires were Incens'd enoug ough a: 
gainſt thoſe” of Aſ4ian for this Great 
jury they 'had *done them, yer the Almigh- 
thought ft to'whett their Revenge and 
| MowPy IE -them ro Yex the Midianites 


| and Smite” then, ' becauſe they "vexed them with 


thetr Wiles, Fr tyrle them in the matter of 
Peor and that is by enticing thera 
to Idolatry and  Whoredom, Peor beings, 
the Mountain where the | Midjanitiſh Bazl 
was worſhipped, for Baal-was an —_—_ 

Iatwve Name to. Heathen idols," as Mar aryis 
to the Popiſh ones, but diſtinguiſh'd by the 
places where the moſt Famous Statues or 
Piftures: of '*em were worſhiped; as onr 
Lady of - Loreto, Lady of Pragee, Cc. 


' now a dgys. | 


'So'that | here's a War declared againdt 
Midias' with as good - Authority and for 
35 great-and weighty Cauſes as ever any 
War was declared under Heav*n. 

The Execntion of which we have an 
acconnt of in the 31. Chap. where it's re- 
commended. unto Moſes as the Iaft\ Mili- 
tary Exploit that ever he was to perform 
to Avenge the' Lord and the Children of 
Tſrael of: the Mijdianites, which was accord- 
ingly done by 'an Army Contemptible for 
Number, viz. 12000 Men, who deftrqyeda 
Numerous People, Governed' by. 5 Kings, 
put all their Males to the -edge- of the 
Sword, their Kings nvt excepted, and a- 
mangft | the vell Bdlaem the alſe Prophet 
was 
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was ſlain as a juſt reward for his'pernici- 


ons; Council, and ſo the Riches which he 
acquirtl and was* ſo covetous of, "that for 
the Lacre of *em he*wonld aft contrary to 
God's Expreſs Command, became a -prey 
to . the djroa\in: againſt whom he had gi- 
yen ſuch Helliſh'advice. * © 

It is alſo obſervable that Phinehas who had 
formerly ſignalized his Zeal, is'ſent along 
with the Troops, which was both a great 
Honour to him and an Encouragement to 
. them as - fighting 'tmder” the Avſpices -of 
| Heaven, and had' it 'heen "otherwiſe they 

could never poſfibly have © Conquer'd' ſuch 
a or People "as the | Midianites appear 
to have been 3 by © the Nuntber of the Wo- 
men faved that had never known 'Man, 
iz. 32000, their Sheep which were 675000, 
their Beeves 72090,” and Aﬀſes 61000; fo 
that God powred Contempt upon: that. Ef- 
feminate Whoring Nation in deftroying 
them by ſuch an Inconſiderable- Number 
_ of men, | | 

It's alſo to be 'obferved that Moſes was 
very Angry with the Captains for having 
ſaved all the Women, and the 'reaſon, gi- 
ven for if, is this, Becauſe they had en- 
ticed the Children of 7-ael, firſt to Whore. 
dom and then to Idolatry; and therefore 
| he Commanded every Woman who had 
known a Min, ,to be deſtroyed, and 
thus thoſe Women who thought to have 
| fav'd their Country by Proftituting them- 
_ ſelves, did thereby - accelerate the deſtru- 


_ -Kion- of themſelyes and their Country too 
| ern ts 7 Ut 
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- b--& Aid ali; anitiſh Map | who conſented to 
this. Helliſh, Stratagem.,. of. expoling. their 
. Wives. to ſave themſelves. did thereby, pro- ? 

cure the-.ruin of both, .and their Virgins = 
Hecame a.prey to the Cong uerors,- 

The juſt hatred of God againſt this /zz- 
prere Nation appears likewiſe. in this, that 
their Furnitore, Gold, Silver, &c. was not 
#6- he, made uſe of : by the. 1fraelites ll 
purified. .by , Fire and Vater according” to 
the nature. of - the thing. ;- ſo 'abominable 
in. the; Eyes of God;are al thoſe things ſpat* 
ted with the. Fleſh. *- 

[There.are ſome who make' an . exception 
to: the truth of this, Hiſtory of the Total 
deſtyuQtion of rhe. Mhlianites ,becauſe they 
kale invaded 1/racl in, great Multi- 
tudes. . in ;Gideor's time, but the'ſolution is 
ealie. ; by.. the Total deſtrudtion may be 
meant ” that of the Generality ; or ſome of 
them might eſcape to, the Neighbouring 
Nations, and return again with Ferej 
C2 lonies to. re inhabit; thetr deſolate Ceun- 
iy, which the 1/raclites were not to ſtay 
in, hut, preſs'd forward towards the Land 
of Caneany. and ſo the new Inbabitants aſ- | 
fuming, the Name of the. Country might - | 
an ,klie. 1ſraclites in the days of Cide- 


"we aye ſeen the deftrudion f Mi- 
aan, occalioned by their, Pacleadieſs, but 


that 'of the Moabites was reſpited for - 
_ while, becauſe they were.the off. ſpring 


Lot : Of ſich advantage is it.to. be. deſcended, 
of Godly Parents, tho” in anille cgal manner. 
We 
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We have already conſidered Inceſtuous 
and Unlawfull Marriages, as they were for- 
bidden to the 1/raelires, whom God would 
have diſtinguiſh'd from other Nations, not 
only in reſpe&t of the purity of their Mo- 
rals, but even in their Apparel, Halr, and 
laudable Cuſtoms: as Maimonides and others 
think : And we come now to conſider 
thoſe Inceſtuous Marriages and Promiſcu- 
ous Copulations, as the Cauſes of the de- 


ſtruction of , the Egyprians, amongſt whom 


they had dwelt ; and of the Canaanites, 
in whoſe Land they were to dwell, as it is 
particularly expreſſed in the 18th Chapter 
of Leviticus. —It's true that all along in the 
Book of Exodus the Chief Crime of the Egyp- 
tians taken notice of, is,Oppreſlion and Per- 
ſecution ; but, as we have ſaid before, Per- 
ſecution and Uncleanneſs are Generally 
Companions ; and 'we find that the mul- 
tiplication of the Hebrews was one great 
Cauſe of the Envy 2nd Hatred of the E- 
Lyptians towards them, which being” the 
anal Bleſſing and Reward of Chaſtity was 
a ſevere Reproof to the Laſcivious E- 
gyptians, which no doubt did heighten their 
Enmity to the Children of I/rac/. — And by 
the Propher's Reproof in the 20. and 23. 
Chapters of Ezeki-l, That 1f-ael had plaid 
the Harlot in the days of her Youth, when 
ſhe was in the Land of\Egyps ; there's rea- 
ſon to think, that too too many of the !/rae- 
lites were infeted with the corrupt Exam- 
ple of the Egyprians, who for their Pro- 


miſcvous Venery are Compared to Aﬀes 


and 
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and Horſes, by the Prophet, in theſe words, 
Whoſe Members are as the Membe}s of Aſſes, 
and whoſe Iſſue 1s. as the Iſſue of Horſes. Hl- 
ſtorians tell us, That it 'was uſual amongſt 
the Egyptians for Brothers and Siſters to 
Marry togcther ; and that they made a 
Statute for the Lawfulneſs of it, becauſe 7- 
ſis their Goddeſs was Married to her Bro- 
ther Oſ-is, Then feeing the 1/raehres had 
.convers'd amongſt them 2co0 Years, and 
had not only ſeen but learned their Cor-, 
rupt manners, and been witneſles, to all 
the plagues - inflicted upon them on that 
Account, there could not be a more pro- 
per Caution given them, than to beware 
of their PraQtices. — It is alſo to be obſer- 
ved that the Arabians, amongſt whom the 
Iſraclites wandered, married Aone but their 
own Kindred ; That the Perſians held 
it Lawfull for the Fathers to marry with 
their 'Daughters ; and the Parthians ac- 
counted it no Crime for the Mothers. t6 
marry with their Sons; ſo much were thoſe 
Eaftern Countries drowned in Uncleanneſs ; 
whence It is plain that Whoredom was 
one of the principal Cauſes of their de- 
ſtruction. It's true, that in Abraham's time 
it would ſeem that ſuch Inceſtyuous Mar- 
rlages were not Common amongſt the E- 
gyptians,- otherwiſe his advice to Sara to 
(ſay that ſhe was his Siſter) would have 
been no Argument to make the Egyprians 
conclude, that. ſhe was not his Wife : But 
it is plain from Hiſtorians, that afterwards 
they grew more licentious. And thus 
 Prolemeyy 
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Prolemy Pibladelphus married his Siſter 4x- 
» and Sorer and Philopater, Egyptian 
Kings, did alſo marry their own Silters : 
And it's a known Story of the Perſians, 
that when Camby/es King of Perfia had a 
mind to his youngeſt Siſter, and asKk'd his 
Judges whether there were any Law a- 
gainſt it ; they anſwered him, That they 
knew none, but that there was a Law, that 
the King's of Perſia might do what they 
would —— Then *tis alſo known that the 
Meſſagates, Troglodites,* Brachmans, and. 9- 
ther Eaſtern People, allowed a Communi- 
ty of Wives, their Philoſophers taughtir, 
and Crates and Cabades Kings of Perſia, made 
L aws for it, 
Another of the Crimes forbidden to the 
Iſraelites, and which the Canaarires, and thoſe 


E aſter n People were guilty of, was, cauling - 


their Seed to paſs through the fire to Moloch, 
by which ſome underſtand that in a moſt fl- 
thy manner they conſecrated their Sperm or 
Seed to their Idol Priapns, as Baal's Prieſt of- 
fered their Blood to their Idol, 1. Kings 
18. and as the Marnichees and Gnoſticks mix- 
ed the Euchariſt with humane Seed ; tho” 
the Current of Interpreters carry it for 
making their Children paſs through be- 
twixt two fires, and ſometimes offering 
them as a burnt:Sacrifice in Honour of 
their Idol. 

They are alſo charged with Sodomy, or 
the Unnatural Luſt of Men towards Men, 
to which: they were given up by the Juſt 


Judgment of God as 1 due puniſhwept for 
"I 


their 
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their Idolatry. And at the diſſolution of 
the Monaſteries here in England, our An- 
ti-Chriſtian Idolaters were found to have 
polluted themſelves in this manner -:; 
which Crime as it brought Hell upon the 
Sodomites before their time, (that is, brought 
Fire and. Brimſtone upon them before they 
went off the Earth,) ſo this horrid Un- 
cleanneſs of the Monks procur'd the difſ- 
ſolution of the Monaſteries by Henry VIII. 
before their Religion was diſcharged out of 
the Nation. 

The Egyptians and Canaanites are alfo 
charged with_Beſtiality, their Men and 
Women having committed Confuſion with 
Beaſts, and thus Paſiphae is accuſed of ha- 
ving accompanied with a Bull, Polyphantes 
with a Bear, \emirams; with an Horſe, and 
the Women of Mendis in Egypr with Goats. 
— Nay if we may believe the Fables of the 
Jews, the falſe Prophet Balaam, who was 
flain amongſt the Midjanites, was guilty of 
Beſtiality with his Afs, which they fooliſh- 
ly colle& from thoſe Words of the Beaſt , 
Viz. Am not I thine Aſs which thou haſt rid- 
den upon ? It 1s alſo obſervable, that thoſe 
brutal Commixtions were puniſh'd by the 
Infamy of the Criminals, as well as by 
their deſtru&tion, for we read, that the 
Monſtrous Births have many times diſ- 
covered thoſe Unnatural ( rimes, ' and that 
ſometimes they have been betrayed by He- 
terogeneous tho perfet Births: . And thus 
Plutarch tells us of a Boy begotten be- 


'twixt a Man and a Mare, and of a Girl 


betwixt 
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betwixt a Man and an Aſs ——And Olaus 


1 Magnus mentions a Man begotten of a Wo- 


man by a Bear, who was thereupon calle& 
Urſus, and of whom many Great Daniſh 


- Princes did afterwards deſcend — It's true 


that Galen denies that there can be any 
ſuch Generation of Mankind, ,but others 
maintain it upon this reaſon, Thar the 
Partial Cauſe being more Noble prevails over 
the leſs Noble, as it is many times ſeen thas 


a fair Woman hath brought forth a Black-a-- 


moor. 
In fine the Land of Canaan being pol- 
lated by thoſe abominations, Vomited out 


her Inhabitants, the Poſterity of Cham, who - 


did ſo impudently behold and revile his 


Fathers Nakedneſs, and is thought to have 


revived the Vitions -manners of the old 
World in his Poſterity, the Soaomires and 
Canaanites, and thus we have an account of 
two more Great Nations deſtroyed by 


their Uncleanneſs, viz. the. Egyptians and 


Canaanites, Whoſe PraQtices the Iſraelites 
were Commanded to avoid, as they would 
not run the hazard of the ſame or 
greater Judgments. 

The next Remarkable Inſtance we meet 
with in Scripture, is-that of Sampſon, who 
having a mind to take one of the Daugh- 
ters of the Philiftines to Wite, for which 
ſome mentatorsare of opinion that he 


| had a particular Revelation, or at leaft 


a Divine Inſtint, ſhe proved unfaithfull 


to him, and as Levi Ben Gerſon alledges, 
the Phzliftine youths Committed Adulte= 
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ry with her, and by that means came to 
the knowledge of her Husbands Riddle : 
and this Interpretation he thinks to be 
favoured by Sampſon's ſaying, That if they 
bad not Plowed mith his Heifer they had not 
found out his Riddle, but whether. it were 
ſo or not, this is certam, that ſhe was guil- 
ty of the breach of Conjugal Fidelity , * 
which iſſued in the deſtruction of her Fa. 
mily and People, that ſhe thought' to a- 


' void by this piece of Treachery. | This is 


alſo certain, that. ſhe afterwards Cefiled 
the Marriage Bed, when Sampſon went a- * 
way from her in Anger, upon the Ac- 
count of diſcovering his Riddle. - which 
makes Levi Ben Gerſon's Accuſation ſo much 
the more probable, eſpecially if we con- 
ſider that ſhe was by her Father beſtow- 
ed upon Sampſon's Companion, viz. one of 
thoſe that had accompanied him at 
the Marriage ſolemnity ; which diſcovers 
the Looſneſſes of the Phil;ſtines in a very 
Emphatical manner, and made Sampſon a 
very Juſt 'inftrument of Revenge upon em 
and perhaps the Fulſomeneſs and Cunning 
of their Crime was very aptly puniſhed 
by tying thoſe ſtinking and Cunning Crea- 
tures .the Foxes tail to tail with Fire-brands 
betwixt them,by which they burnt theCorn- 
fields and Vineyards of the Crafty and 
Impure Phzliſtines» The objection! which 
ſome make againft this Story, viz. That 
it was impoſlible to find ſo many Foxes, 
is frivolous ; it's plain that thoſe Crea- 
tures were very - Numerous in Syj4 -and 
| Paleſtine 
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Palin > and they are mentioned in the 
Canticles as ſpoilers of the Vines, for theſe 
Ereatures are great admirers of Ripe 
Grapes ; fo that for ſuch an Extraordij- 
nary Perſon as Sampſon to catch ſuch a 
Number of Foxes where they did ſo much 
abound, was no hard matter ; It's certain 
that they were the moſt proper of any 
Creature for his purpoſe, ſeeing they fre- 
quented the Cotn-ficlds and Vineyards, and 
by Conſequence run ſtraight thither ; where. 
as if he had made uſe of Dogs, they would 
have run to the Houſes where the Peo- 
ple might eaſily have Quenched the Brands. 

The next thing obſervable 1n this paſ- 
ſage, is, the Juſt puniſhment which was 
inflicted upon Sampſon's T reacherous wife, 
and her Father, v;z. That the Philitines 
burnt them with fire, a very proper pu- 
nifſhment for ſuch a Luſtfull Family as this 
appears to have been, both by Sampſorn's 
Wife's proving falſe to him , who was 
certainly able enough to porrorm his 
Conjugal duty, and alſo by. her Father's 
inceſtuons .offer of the younger Siſter to 
Sampſon, which ſhews that the fear of 
God: was not in the Family : And this 
Villainous praQtice of theirs did not only 
draw deſtrution upon themſelves, but 
on their polluted Country, and therefore 
this Revenge of deſtroying their Corn and 
Wine in gbe firſt place was very proper, 
idleneſs. and fulneſs of Bread being great 
provocatives to Uncleanneſs, and the old 


laying is found to be true ſine Baccho & 
E 4  - Co 
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; Cerete friget Veyus. Take away Corn and 
Wine and Lechery will «ceaſe. But this 
was not all the puniſhment inflicted upon 
that Impure People; for' he fmote them 
hip and thigh*where ever he met them, 
ard ſhortly *after”*Killed a thouſand of *em 
with the Jaw bone of an Aſs'; and thus 
a Villainous People were cutoff in an Ig- 
nominious manner, by the Jaw bone of 
one of the dulleſt and moſt deſpicable 
Beaſts. | 
The next Inſtance of Divine Wrath a- 
gainſt Fornication is Sampſon himſelf, who 
tho? he had been the Executioner of Gods 
Juſtice upon the Impure Philiftines, yet fell 
into the ſame Crime, and Repeated it to 
the eminent danger, and at laſt to the loſs 
of his Life : He was once Beſieged by the 
Philiſtines in Gaza, when he was with a 
Whore, and tho* God had not deſerted 
him then, ſo that he eſcaped them by his 
great ſtrength and carrying away the Gates 
on his Shoulders, yet he was ſo far from 
taking warning, that he becomes enamou- 
red of the Strumpet Delilah, and was ſo 
much beſotted with his Luſt, that tho? ſhe 
had given him many demonſtrations of her 
Treacherous deſign to betray him into the 
| hands of the Philiſtines, yet he could not 
reſcue himſelf from her ſnares, but at laſt 
became a Prey and Scorn to his Ene- 
mies, a Scandal and a Reproach tothe Peo- 
ple of God, and an occaſion of Triumph 
to Idolaters, who aſcrib'd their Conqueſt 
over him to. their Idols, and put him in 


Prijon 
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Priſon in that ſame City where he firſt com- 
mitted Uncleanneſs, 
This is a ſecondScriptural Inſtance of ſnares 


laid againſt the Church of God by Unclean 


Women, the firſt being by thedatazites, and 
the ſecond by the: Philiftines.” which tho” 
they prov'd fatal to the People of God for 
a time, yet both of ?*em ended in the de- 
ſtruction of the Contrivers and Abettors; 


for the Miadjanites,we have heard wereTota- 


ly deſtroyed ; and now we find that Sampſon 
deſtroyed more Philiſtines at his Death than 
he did during his Life, and thoſe the Lords 
or Chief of *em too. 


Nor is it unworthy our obſervation that 


the Papifts, who attack'd the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and endeavour'd to undermine it 
in Charles IPs. time, by Court-Whores, 
and others; tho* they had ſucceſs for. a 
while, yet their deſigns have turned to 
their own diſgrace, and come to nothing at 
laſt. 

We proceed next to the Inſtance of the 
Levites Concubine and the Men of Gibeah. 
This Women having plaid the Harlot left 
her Husband, whoſe Anger ſhe dreaded, 
and went to her Father's Houſe in Berh- 
lehem Tudah. By the Levitical Law It was 
more odious in a Prieſt*'s Wife orDaughter 
to be an Whore than in another,and there- 
fore *tis probable that to avoid the ſhame 
and puniſhment due to her for her Crime, 
ſhe fled to her Father's Houſe; whither the 
good Levite, being willing to be reconciled 
goes to bring her home again,and being be- 
* 


nighted 
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nighted in his return, would not lodge 
amongſt the Uncircumcis'd Canaarites in a- 
-ny of their Cities, but turns in to Gibeah 
of Renjamin, where he promis'd himſelf an 
Hoſpitable Reception and ſafe 4/ylum, but 
to his ſorrow found it far otherwiſe, and 
inſtead of a Zoar met with a Sodom, .the 
Wicked Inhabitants took no notice of this 
ftranger, who was left deſt;tute of a Lodging 
in their Streets, till a certain | good old 
Man, who came from his work in the E- 
vening, did Hoſpitably take him in and 
entertain him : But immediately after, thoſe 
Children ' of Belial beſet the Houſe, and 
offer'd the Levite the ſame Unnatural In- 
dignity and Afﬀront that the Sodomites of- 
' fered to the Angels, who were Lor's 
Gneſts ; and this old Man took much the 
ſame method to divert their wicked pur- 
poſe, that Lore did to divert that of the 
Sodomites. In fine, the poor Levite eſcap'd 
from having any violence done to his own 
Perſon, but his Concubine,- whom he fo 
entirely loved as to be reconciled to her 
after her having defiled his Bed, and for 
whoſe ſake it?s probable among other Rea- 
fons he would not lodge in any of the Hea. 
then Towns in his way, was ſo unnatu- 
rally abuſed by thoſe Villainous Inhabitants 
of Gibeah,. that ſhe died. The method 

which was . hereupon followed by /the Le- 
' vite does ſufficiently diſcover his Reſent- 
ment of this affront, for taking her Corps, 
up, tho* he knew that ſhe was juſtly thus 
puniſhed by God for her former —_— 
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neſs, ſo as her ſin was eafie to be read in 
her Judgment, yet: knowing alſo that the 
Inhabitants ofGibeah had committed an hor- 


2 rid and tremendous piece of wickedneſs, 


he divided his Concubine into twelve parts, 
and ſending them to the reſpe@iyeTribes of 
Iſrael appeals to them whether any ſuchwic- 
kedneſs as the violation of a ſtrangers Cha- 
ſtity and Life had been perpetrated amongſt 
them ſince their coming out of Epypr,where 
their Forefathers had been ſtrangers, and 
therefore deſires them to Conſult what was 
fit to be done for the Expiatien of that 


| Rene: of Crime. Thus this poor Womans 
I 


mbs were ſent about as ſo many Monu- 
ment of her Infamy and Gods Juſt Judg- 
ments againſt her Adultery, and as ſo ma- 
ny Evidences of the profligate. manners of 
the Benjamites. But tho? here was anend of 
her puniſhment, -ſo was there not of theirs; 
for the whole Kingdom of 1/rael aſſembled 
againſt them, and the Benjamites being ſo 
wicked as not to puniſh the offenders at 
their Brethrens deſire, but to ſtand in 
their defence, the matter iſſued in a Civil 
War, which, tho* unfortunate at firſt to 
the 1/raclites, becanſe of their not having 
made due application unto God, and that 
theyrelied too much upon their own ſtrength, 

et at laſt, almoſt in. the utter de- 

ruction F the Tribe of Benjamin, who to- 
gether with their Cities were deſtroyed ; 
and they who had formerly been ſo Un- 
hoſpitable to the 
forc'd to ſhelter themſelyes in a Rock ; .- 

ey 


» 


Levite, are now 
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they who had been ſo inhumane as to Ra. 
Viſh another Man's Wife, had never a Wo- 
man left amongſt them propagate or 
' continue their Name to poſterity ; ſo bit- 
ter are the Fruits of Uncleanneſs in the re- 
ſult and digeſtion, how pleaſant ſoever they 
be to Corrupt nature in the Enjoyment 
and thns we have done with another In- 
| ſtance of a Feoples being ruined by. Un- 
cleanneſs, 25:00 Benjamites being, cut off 
for defending this horrid Villany, and the 
ſtain of their impurity indelibly fix'd up- 
on them to all Poſterity.—T he Rabbins ac. 
cording, to their manner, aſſert many fa- 
bulous things concerning this paſſage, as® 
that 1000 of the Berjamites fled into Eu- 
rope after this diſaſter, becauſe they found 
that their Brethren had ſworn their de- 
ſtruQion, that they had killed all their. Wo- 
men and vowed they wauld give them none 
of their Daughters, which was liketo put 
an end to their propagation ; but their 
flying into Europe being contrary to the 
Text, it's not worth taking notice of, on- 
ly this we may. obſerve, that their Luſt 
and Uncleanneſs hurI'd them headlong from 
one Calamity to another ; for after -they 
had eſcap'd the Fury of the Sword, 
they were reduced to yery pinching ſtraits 
being not only deprived of the Conver- 
ſation of Women, which it's . natural for 
all Men to deſire, but likewiſe deprived 
of their neceſſary afliſtance, without which 
Men cannot at all ſubſiſt, or if they do, its 
but very uncomfortably, and as if Divine 
| Juſtice 
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Juſtice wou!d have them read their fin in 
their puniſhment ; After all the-endeavours 
that were us'd to ſupply them with Wives 
they were conſtrained becauſe of their want 
of a ſufficient Number to take Wives per 
force for themſelves, to anſwer the Ends 
of Nature, who had by force taken away 
another Man's Wife to fatisfy their Un- 
natural Luſt, | 

The horrid Debauchery of E's Sons 

who lay with the Women as they aſſembled 
at the door of the Tabernacle of the Con- 
gregation is one of the next Inſtances we 
meet with in the Sacred Scriptures ; a Pra- 
Etice ſo foul in the Eyes of all mankind, 
that they can more eaſily bear with the 
Houſe ofGod's being made a Den of Thieves 
and Robbers than a Den of Harlots ; nay 
ſuch Practices have been ſo much deteſted 
amongſt the more refin'd Heathens, that 
tho? we read of Eleuſina Sacra, which moſt 
Authors think to have ' been profane and 
Laſcivious Rites, and tho? we read alſo of 
Temples and Groves dedicated to Yerus, 
where Women proſtituted themſelves to 
all comers, yet we read- likewiſe that the 
Temple of 1/;s was deſtroyed and his Prieſts 
diſperſed for a Villainous Intrigue of Sedu- 
cing and Debaucking a Matron under the 
Notion of the God 1/7; having deſired her 
Company. 

'The Rabbins, tho? the Jews be known to 
bea Laſcivious Unclean People and much 
addicted to Polygamy and Whoredome, are 
io much aſhamed of this Villainous practice 


of 
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of Els Sons,' that they endeavour by 
their Comments to have it thought that 
they did not Debauch the Women, but on- 
ly bydelaying their Sacrifice obliged them 
to ſleep or ſtay whole nights before the 
Door of the Tabernacle, or at furtheſt per- 
ſwaded them to lie with their own Hus- 
bands, if they were legally clean before 
they performed their Sacrifices. - Thus Le- 
wi Ben Gerſon and others, but Joſephus the 
Jewiſh Hiſtorian owns plainly that they De- 
bauch'd other Men's Wives, partly by Vio- 
lence and partly by Bribery, and by that 
means rendered the Worſhip of the Lord 
Contemptible and brought Judgments up- 
on themſelves and upon the whole peo- 
ple, for. not long after, we find that they 
were{\lain in aBattle againſt thePhil;/tinesand 
the Ark of God which they had the charge 
of, was taken, as if God would fuffer the 
ſymbol of his preſence to be amongſt the 
Impure and Uncircumciſed Phili/ines and 
kept by them, rather than it ſhould ſtay 
amongſt the Unclean 7ſraelirzs who by their 
-— 4 were -obliged to Purity and Cha- 
ity. 

It has been hinted before that the Le- 
chery and Uncleanneſs of the popiſh Cler- 
gy contributed to the diſſolution of their 
Monaſteries inEnglandand elſewhere which, 
we ſhall touch upon again in it's' proper 
place, but it may not be improper to take * 
notice here, that Socrates gives us an Ac- 
count, that private Confeſhon was aboliſht 
at Conſtantinople becauſe a certain- Presby=- 
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ter to whom a Matron had Confeſled 
her ſelf guilty of an heinous Offence, en- 
joined her to ſtay in the Church and ap* 


ply her ſelf to Faſting and Praycr, under . 


pretence of which ſhe was fourd to be 
naught with the Deacon ; whereupon, Ne- 
farjus the Biſhop of Conſtantinople aboliſh'd 
that method of Confeſſion. =” 
But to return again to E/7s Sons, their 
puniſhment did not terminate in their own 
Perſons, but reach'd their Father, who, as 
Joſephus thinks wept continually after God 
had revealed to him that both his Sons 
ſhould be flain in one day , and the 
Scripture tells us, that he fell backward 
and broke his Neek upon the receipt of that 
fatal News. It reach'd alſo the Wite of 


one of *em, who died upon the News of 


her Husband's death, and the Arks being 
taken; and it reach'd alſo their Puſterity 
who were for ever excluded from the 
Prieſts Office and had a perpetual Pover- 
ty entailed upon them, as a Curſe, and 
to makethem the more ſenſible of the dig- 
nity, from whence they had fallen, they 
were condemned to be a ſort of flaves to 
the High-Prieſt of the ſucceeding Family, 
of whom they were to beg a morſel of 
Bread and Employment, fo naturally does 
the Curſe of Poverty or of bringing 4 
Man toa piece of Bread follow upon Whore- 
dom andUncleanneſs. | 
There are ſome other Inſtances of lef 

ſer note, as Sayls forcing his Danghter 245. 
chal, after ſhe had been married to David, 
to 
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to marry another Man, which was an act 
of Unncleaneſs and Tyranny too, and had 
no doubt. its influence amongſt others of 
that Prince's Tyrannical and Impitons Acts 
to haſten ruin upon him. 

The Inſtance of Abzer's going into Ripah, 
SauPs Concubine, which Interpreters think 
he did in an Adulterons manner, and not 
by way of Lawfull Marriage, deſerves our 
Remark ; for hereby Saul ſuffered in his 
Fame after his Death , and he who had 
compelled his Daughter to defile her Hus- 
band's Bed, had this Ignominy and puniſh- 
ment inflicted upon his Son, that he ſaw 
his Fathers. Wife diſhonourably defiled, and 
Abner, who was guilty of that Villanous 
Action, took occaſion, becauſe of his Re- 


Proof, to Revolt from him and to trans. 


fer the Kingdom to David, and as he went 
about to effect it, fell into the ſnare which 

Joab -had laid for him, and loſt his Life. 
We come, in the next .place to David's 
Adultery with Bathſheba, a Crime, which 
hath many aggravations, to be- committed 
by David a prophet who inſtructed others 
in the Law of God, and did fo groſly break 
it himſelf, to be committed by David, a 
King who, ought to havedefended the Cha. 
ſtity of his Subject, and not to have vio- 
lated it himſelf; to be Commited by Da- 
vid a holy Man, who did, thereby expoſe 
Religion ro be ridicul'd, and laid a ſtum- 
bling ,block before others, to commit the 
like Crime becauſe of his Example, then 
if we conſider the time , it was when 
32 ” his 
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his Generals and Army were exposd to 
the Fury of their Enemy in a Siege, when 
he ought to have been more ſollicitous for 
the honour and dignity of his Crown and 


for the ſafety of his Subjects ; Then if - 


we conſider the Perſon, againſt whom this 
Crime was committed , we find it to be 
againſt a Brave, Valiant and Faithfull Friend 
and Snbje&t, who would not indulge him- 


| elf inhis Pleaſures and Accommodations, 


while the Ark and People of the Lord a- 
bode in Tents ; tho'* David, who was his 
Sovereign, allowed him, nay Commanded 
and Enticed him to do it, which height- 


- ned and aggravated the Crime of that Ho- 


/ 


| To eager was he to have this Poor Man's 
ET Fs i 


ly man, who ated herein Hypocritally 
and Scandalouſly to cover his Iniquity and 
gave occaſion to the Jſ-aclites to think that 
as for Perſonal Converſation they had made 
but a ſorry Exchange betwixt Saul and Da- 


vid, for we don't find that Tyrant accuſed 


of Perſonal Uncleanneſs. But the bloody 
part of the Scene is ſtill to be afted, Da- 
vid finding that he conld not effect his de- 
fign by Hypocriſy, hath recourſe to down- 
Tight Violence and Murder, his Intrigue 
to -make Uriah drunk, ' which he thought 
might provoke him toa deſire of his Wife, 


having miſcarried, he reſolves to cut him 


off by the Sword of the Ammonites, and 
that tao, in a fraudulent manner by order- 
ing him to be ſet in the front of the Bat- 
tle, and commanding the Men to retire 
from lim that he might be ſmitten : Nay, 


life, 


® 
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life,” in order to cover his own Unclean- 


neſs, that he was content to Sacrifice the 
Lives of many more of his Subje&ts, ſo 
that this could be but effeted ſo natu- 
ral is it for Uncleanneſs ta be the Parent 
and occaſion of Murder, | 8 
The Crime 1s {till further aggravated if 
we conlider haw deliberately it was com- 
mitted; how long he continued without = 
Repentance, and what a ſevere Judgment he 
gave againlt himſeli, when Nathan the tro- 
phet propoungled the Caſe to him by way of 
Parable. So much for David's Crime ; we 
muſt now. conlider that of Bathſyeba, ſhe 
Waſh'd and Bath'd her ſelf in open view 
of the Palace, otherwiſe David could ne- 
ver have ſcen her from the Roof of his 
Houſe, which argues her to have been've- 


. ry Immodeſt, nor do. we find that ſhe 


made any oppotitionto the propoſal when 
*twas made to her, ſo little regard had 
ſhe either to the Law of God or her own 
and her Husbands Honour. It remains 
then that we come to the puniſhment in- 
flited upon both. | 

The "ERR pronounced by Matharn 
againſt David, was, That the Sword ſhould 
never depart from his Houſe, that the Lord 
would raiſe up evil againſt him out of his 


own Houſe, that he would take his Wives 


before his Eyes and give them unto his 
Neighbour, who ſhould lie with them in 
the ſight of the Sun, and that the Child 
which he had begot in Adultery, ſhonld 
ſarely die, all which was exactly fullfill- 


ed, 


a Ocneral Hiſfoww of Tho. 
ed, as we ſhall ſee -in the following Inſtan- 
ces. 

The firſt part of the puniſhment in- 
fl.tcd, was the Death of the Child, and 
how near that went. to David, may eali- 
ly be perceived by his afllicting himſelf 
with falting- and lying. all night uponthe 
Earth while it was dick, and there's no 
doubt but this part of . the puniſhment 
reachd Bathfheba as well as him, ſeeing ?ris 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the Death of a 
Child, for whom ſhe had broke through 
all - ties, Divine and Humane, muſt go ve- 
ry near 'her. 

The next part of the puniſhment diſ- 
played David's. Sin in. Legible Characters, 
and brought an horrid Dilgrace upon his 
Family, iz. The Incelt of his Son Amor 
with his Daughter Tamar, the Story and 
Conſequence 'of which is as follows. 

Tamar, being a fair Woman, Amon, her 
Brother fell in Love with her, but: know- 
ing that ſhe was _ within the forbidden de- 
grees of Conſang inicy ; - he found he could 
not Lawfully. enjoy her. Before we pro- 
ceed any further in the Hiſtory of this 
affair, it 1s proper to conluer, that this 
Damfſel's Mother was Mancha Day? -hter to 
Talmai King of 'Grſbur : Rabbi Kimchi (ys, 
That David took this Lady Captive, 
and being, himſelf Captivated with her 
Beauty, defild her and begot this Tamar, 
and that perſevering in his Love to Maa- 


bt 


cha, tho' a Heathen, he made her a P70- 


ſelyre, and did according as it is preſcti- - 
F 2 bed 
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bed by the Levitical Law, Deur. 3t. vit. 


Shav'd her Head and \Eyebrows, cut her 
Nails, &c. and took her to Wife. Lyra- 
us and ſome of the later Rabbinsay, That 
when Maacha was taken, ſhe was with 
Child of this Tamar by another Hugband, 


and this they think, favoured by her ſay- 


ing to Amnon ? Speak untothe King for he will 


'-10t with-bold me from thee : But Modern In- 


terpreters do with more reaſon think that 
ſhe only aid this to_put him off, for if 
they could have been married byLaw, Amnor 
would not have, pin'd for her, but have 
ſtraightway demanded her of the King, 
who was ſo indulgent to his Children, 
that he would never have -refuſed it, if 
it. could have been Lawfully Granted, and 
therefore Amnon knowing that this could 
not be done, he burned and conſumed a- 
way in his Unlawfull Love, which prevent- 
ed his fleep, diſordered his ſtomach, hin- 
dered hi. digeſtion and occaſioned a paleneſs 
in his Countenance, which made his Friend 
Fonadab to gueſs at his Malady and put 
him upon that fatal Intrigue to ſatisfy his 
Luſt, viz. To feign himſelf ſick, and to 


- deſire of his Indulgent Father when he 


came to ſee him, that his Siſter Tamar might 
come and make him ſome Cakes, by which 
means | he ſhould have an opportunity of 
ſatisfying his paſſion, and this being accor- 
dingly put in Execution, he raviſh'd her, 
and then his hatred to her became as ex- 
ceſſive as ever his Love had been, ſo that 
tho it was his Intereſt to have concealed 

his 
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his Villainy both upon the Account of his 
Reputation and ſafety : His fury was {6 
outragious that as he had ford her into 
his Bed, he forc'd her alſo out of his Cham- 
| ber, which preſently divulg'd 'his own 
ſhame. The Rabbins according to therr fa- 
bulous manner, alledge, that this hatred 
proceeded from the bitter Reproaches and 
Words whichTamar made uſe of againſt him 
during the Rape, or from his having hurt 
himſelf while -he ſtruggled with her, but 
the more probable reaſon 1s that it pro- 
ceeded from thoſe ſtings of Conſcience 
and that perturbation of mir:d which u- 


ſually. attends ſuch Villainies - and thus Nero 
hated his Mother Mortally, and at laſt ore 


dered her to be murdered after he had 
committed Inceſt with her, but in the Caſe 
of Amnon there was ſomething of a ſpe- 
cial Providence, God would have David's 
ſin legible in his puniſhment, and therefore 
that the ſhame of his Children and Fa- 
mily ſhould be publick ? nay it's plain, 
' that God deprived him of his ordinary ſa- 
vacity, when he ſo caſily conſented to Am- 
01's deſire of having his Siſter Tamar ta 
bake him ſome Cakes, which was enough 
to Miniſter canſe of ſuſpicion, that ſome 
wicked deſign lay conceaPd at bottom , 
and in like manner he was deprived of 
his ſagacity when about twp years. after 
he conſented to Amnon's going to Abſa- 
lom's Feaſt at theſheering of his Sheep, for he 
might eaſily have conceived that his Daugh- 


ter Tamar who remained deſolate in her 


ry Bra- 
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Brother Ab/alon?'s Honſe, kept the Memo- 
ry of the indignity which Amon. had done 
to her freſh in Abſalom's mind, and that 
Abſalom being an Ambitious Man might | 
alſo be prompted to cut off Amnon, who 
was David's Eldeſt Son, that he might 
make way® for himſelf to ſucceed, but 
ſo God would have it, that his Judgments 
denounced upon David's Honſe, becauſe 
of his Murder and Adultery, might be 
Executed ; .and therefore Amon is not on- _ 
ly ſuffered to go, but the reſt of the King's 
Sons ſo much» deprived of . their Reaſon 
and Courage, as, that they could not pre- 
vent this horrid Fratricide ;and thus Ammon, 
whom David had ſpared ont of a fond af- 


. feftion, tho? he ought to have died by the 


Law, was Juſtly cut off for his Inceftuous 
Rape, and as David's Uncleanneſs was pu- 
niſt'd by Inceſt betwixt his own Children, 
ſo' his "Murder is puniſh'd. in that ſame 
manner by this Fratricide Committed by 
one of his Sons, upon another, which was 
an early preſage of Abſalow's uſurpation, 
by taking the Sword of Juſtice out of 
hjs Father's hand, This muſt without all 
doubt have been a very ſenſible afflition to 
David, to have one Son Murdered, and a- 
nother obnox1ous to loſe his Life by the 


' Law for the ſaid Murder. It. muſt needs 


alſo 'pierce him to the heart to hear the 
Reproaches of the wicked,” who no: doubt 
upbraided him'with the Ungodly Lives of 
His Children, and the want of Diſcipline in 
his Family, | 


But 
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But his affliftion did not terminate here, 
being again reconciled to-his S5n Abſalom 
which his Unwarrantable indulgence made 
caſie to be effeted , this Unnatural Mon- 
ſter by his Treachery and Flattery, ſtole 
away the hearts of the People trom his Fa- 
ther, and then broke outinto'a formal Re- 
bellion. That the People did fo readily con- 
cur with him, 1s attributed to the perſwaſi- 
ons of Achjrophel and others, who expoſing 
David's perſonal faults, as his Adultery 
' with Pathſheba, his Murder of Uriah, ſpa- 
ring his Inceſtuous Son. Amnon, and deal- 
ing hardly. with- Abſalom for Executing Ju- 
ſtice upon him ; did mightily Incenſe them 
againſt him, and - beſides theſe, we find, 
that Abſalom himſelf accngd him of Male- 
Adminiſtration, and a. neglect of Juſtice, 
- which, by the Juſt Judgment of God, in 
order to the fullfilling of his threatning, 
- That the Sword ſhould never depart 
from David's Houſe, did ſo take, that he 
was in great dinger of Joling his Crown, 
and it's -worth our obſervation that the 
Perſon which occalioned him ſo much trou- 
ble and diſgrace was his own Sort by a 
Heathen Wife, with whom he had contra- 
Qed Martiage out of 'a + Luſtfall princi- 
ple, as his been formerly taken notice 
. of. | 
' Abſalom, in the Courſe of his Rebellion, 
does alſo commit Inceſt with his Father's 
Concubines, by the Counſel of Achirophel, 
contrary to, the poſitive Law of God, and 
thus was the threatning accompliſh'd up- 

ER on 
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on David, of having his own Wives taken 


from him, and given to another, who ſhould 
humble them in the ſight of the Sun, and 
of all the People ;. and it is remarkable, 


- that this Villainy was AQted upon the roof _ 


of the Kings Houſe, where he himſelf did 
firſt commit Adultery with Barhſheba in his 
Heart.——The reaſon of Achitophel's gi- 
vying this pernicious advice ; was, that he 
might do what-in him lay to make the 
breach between David and Abſalom Irre- 
concilable, that ſo he might neyer be cal-' 
led to an Account for aiding Abſalom in 
this Rebellion : and there are others, who 
fay, that he had alſo a deſign of Revenge 


in it, for David's having Debauch'd Bath- 


ſheba, who, it's probable, was this Achito- 
phel's Grand-Davughter. 

\ As to Ab/alom's own part in this Vil- 
lany, we have reaſon to think that he was 
thereunto prompted by. Revenge and Lnſt 


- both. Revenge, becauſe his Father had 


not putiiſh'd Amnon for his Rape upcn 7 a- 
mar, his Siſter ; and Luſt, becauſe we find 
he was a Vain and Effeminate Perſon, and 
Exceſſively proud of his Beauty and Hair, 


| which he nouriſhed ſo prodigiouſly, that 


at the end of the year, when he poll'd it, 
he uſually cut off about Two Hundred 
Shekells, which is computed at above <ix 
Pound Averdupoize, * 

The next thing which in' Courſe we are 
to take notice of, is the puniſhment infli&t- | 


. ed upon Achitophel, who gave this pernici- 


ons Counſel, and upon Ab/alom who *fol- 
Re 
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lowed it : The former, tho* his Wicked 
advice as to. the polluting of David's Con- 
cubines was obey'd, yet finding his Coun- 
ſel as to the Military part deſpiſed, took 
it 'fo much to heart, that he thereupon 
became a deliberate Felo de /e, and after ha- 
ving ſet his Houſe in order, became the 
Executioner of a puniſhment upon himſelf, 
which ought to, have been inflifted by the 


hands of others, as a Juſt reward for his. 


having adviſed to the Commiſſion of Ca- 
pital Crimes. And thus fell Achitophel as 
a true Type of Judas. 

As to Abſalom, his puniſhment was ve- 
ry remarkable. His Father David againſt 
whom he had committed thoſe Capital of - 
fences, was ſo ſtrangely indulgent that he 
gave his Captains particular Charge to 
deal kindly with him for his ſake ; but 
behold the Event, that Unnatural Monſter, 
whom. the Indulgence of 'a Father would 
have” ſpared, the . Juſtice of Heav'n would 
not ſuffer to go unpuniſhd, but armed 
the Trees of the Foreſt againſt him, © 
that his Hair being caught by the branch 
of an Oak, that in which he ſo much Glo- 
ried, became the means of his Ruin, and 
ſerv'd inſtead of aRope to hang him up be- 
twixt Heav'n and Earth, as a Monument 


of Divine Juſtice, and to ſhew that he was 


accurſed ; but that was not all, Divine 
Juſtice did ſo mach Incenſe Joab againſt him 
that taking three Darts in his hand. he 
ſoon diſpatch'd him, ſo that he died more 
forts of Deaths than one, as a Juſt mo 
=o Cs: "Or 
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for his Complicated Crimes. R. Kimchi's 
Obſervations upon Abſalom's I ragical Exit, 
are neither improper nor Unpleaſant, 4b- 
falom, ſays he, was thruſt thro' the Heart 
with 3 Darts, 1. Becauſe he ſtole'the Ki-g 
his Fathers heart; 2. Becauſe he t. le the 
heart of the Sazbedrim, that 1s of the 209 
Senators who went with him ont of the fim- 
Plicity of their hearts; and 3.Becaulſe be [tole 
the Hearts of all 7/-ac/. He might have ad- 
ded a 4th. that as his heart was {truck thro? 
with raging Luſt ' when he went in to his 
Fathers Concubtnes 1n the light of the Sun, 
fo his Heart was now ſtruck thro? with 
Darts while he hung upon the Tree be- 
twixt Heav'n and Earth.-.- The Raby; has 
alſo another Remark, which 1s pertinent 
enough, viz. That as he inceſtuoufly pol- 
Inted his Fathers ten Concubines, he was 
encompaſſed and flain by 10 of Joab's Ar- 
tendants, who threw him into a Pit, and 
raiſed a Great heap of Stones over him, ſo 
that as he lived he died, and was Buried 
in an Ignomintous manner, notwithſtand- 
ing his having erected a Pillar, which Inter- 
preters think- was a Funeral Monument, re- 
ſembling the Egyprian Pyramids, that out of 
his Ambition he had prepar'd for himſelf 
inthe Kings dale, or Valley where the 
Kings usd to ſolemnize publick Plays and 
Horſe-Races. Thus did Ab/alom die, and 
thus was David puniſh'd for his' Murder 
and Adyltery. | > 


& - 
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The opinion of the Rabbins that Ab/a- 
lom was ſent to Hell,\as ſoon as he died 
for his notorious Crimes is alſo Remark- 


able, as diſcovering their thoughts of what 


ſuch a Villainons Courſe of Life deſerved, 
but their fabulous conceit that | David by 
his having ſeven times” Ingeminated the 
Name of his Sqn, delivered him from the 
Seven-Fold Bars of Hell, and that by his 
repeating it the Eighth time he occaſion- 
ed his being brought into Paradiſe, is al- 
together Ridiculous: | 

The next thing that occurs to our Ob- 
ſervation is the puniſhment inflicted by Da- 


vid upon his Inceſtuous Concubines, their 


lives were ſpared becauſe 'they were. un- 
der a ſort of Conſtraint, yet ſeeing they 
were not altogether without fault, inaſ- 
much as there's no mention made of their 
having reſiſted or cried out, he condem- 
ned them to perpetual Widow-hood, and 
neither came near them himſelf, nor ſuf- 
fered them to enjoy the Company of any 


other Man, as they might probably have 


done had he given them a Bill of divorce. 
It's not unreaſonable to conjeQure that 
Abſalom's Beauty and the Authority which 
he had then uſurp'd might make them the 
more eaſily conſent to his Lewd Embraces, 
and therefore they are pnniſhd for their 
Incontinence by a perpetual deprivation 


of 'Man's: Society. And thus David who - 


violated the Chaſtity of - another Man's 
Wite, is put under a neceſlity of part- 
ting with his own Wives, which no doubt 

was 
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was very cutting to him, for we muſt ra- 
tionally ſuppoſe that he who was ſo indul- 
gent a Father was as tender an Husband. 
Tho' this Holy Mans ſin was pardoned 
both as to the puniſhment. which he ought 
to have undergone according to the Law, 
and as to eternat-Wrath , which he de- 
ſerved, yet 'we find: that he had but very 
little reſpite from Temporal puniſhment, 
for Abſalom's Rebellion was nox, quite ex- 
tinguiſh'd till another ſprung out of its A- 
ſhes. Sh:ba a Benjamite ard Son of Bekal, 
taking the opportunity of the Peoples Tu- 
mulrvating Spirits,which were then in a fer- 
ment, not only by reaſon of the late Re- 
bellion, bur alſo becauſe the Trihe of Ju- 
dab pretended to have a greater intereſt 
in David than the other Ten Tribes, ſoun- 
ded the Trumpet to a» new Rebellion, dif: 
claiming any Portion in David, or Inheri- 
tance in the Son of Jeſſe, and ſtraightway 
the Inconſtant I/raelires followed him and a- 
handoned their Lawfull King, whom God 
had anointed over them — This Sheba 
1s. generally ſuppoſed to have been one 
of Saul's Family, and a Man of Authority, 
and not only envy'd David upon Saul's ac- 
count, but deſigned: to have vuſurp'd the 
Crown for himſelf : That SauPs Relations 
lookd upon David as being a bloody Man, 
and guilty. of Tyranny and Cruelty to- 
wards that Family, appears. plain from Shj- 
mei'S railing upon Davidin his diſtreſs, and 
perhaps his unjuſt Treatment of Mephibo- 
herb upon Ziba s falſe accuſation, was im- 
PD Fa . proved 
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roved by them as a New Argument to 
land the People againſt him, but in the 
mean time the Accompliſhment of MNarhaz's 
- Prophecy, That the Sword ſhould never de- 
| part from David's Houſe, is herein very 

Remarkable, for we find him not only 
plaguwd with one Rebellion upon the back 
of another, 'but in the midſt of this Com- 
motion, which made hisCrown to. totter,we 
find an Inteſtine diſcord in his own Family; 
he is Inſulted over by his own Siſter's Son 
Foah a Stern and Gallant General, wiio had 
the Love; of- the. Soldiery, and Great Ag- 
thority among the'People and as Joſephus 
ſays,took him up ſo ſharply for his unſeaſon- 
able and intemperate paſſion upon Abſa- 
I»-r's Death, that he threatned if he 'did 
not give over his Mourning, to betray his 
Crown and Dignity. And now when 'the 
Forces were aſſembling to. ſuppreſs Sheba's 
Rebellion, David has this additional af- 
fliftion added to all the- reſt, that his Kinſ- 
man Joab did Treacherouſly Murder 2- 
maſa whom - David had appointed to. be 
General in that: Expedition, and tho” Sheba 
was quickly puniſt'd for this Execrable ſe- 
dition according to his demerir, yet the 
Citizens of Abel-Beth-Maachah, with whom 
there's no doubt but others concurrd in 
their ſentiments, accus'd David as ſeeking 
to ſwallow ' up the Inherirance of the Lord, 
for marching his Army ſo Inconſiderately 
againſt the Town, and offering to ſtorm it 
without firſt ſummoning them to ſarren- 
der the Rebel Sheba who had fled  thither 
for Protection. Wwe 
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We find alſo in the ſecond Book of $4* 
mucl, that David, according to Nathan's 
threatning, was viſited with diverſe Exter- 
nal as wel] as Internal Wars. Here are di- 
verſe Battles with the Ph;l;tites taken no- 
tice of, and in-one of them David run a 
great risk of being kilPd, had he not been 
ſeaſonably reſcued by Abiſhai, | 

The laſt thing we meet within this Book 
which any way.relates to our purpoſe,is, That 
Interpreters think that the General Lux + Wl 


.and Diſſolution of manners which reigne 


mongſt the 1/raelites after ſo many Victories 
over their Enemies, and that Peace and Plen- 
ty was Reſtored to "them was 'the Cauſe. of 
God's ſtirring up David to Number the peo- 
ple, which occaſioned aPlague amongſt them, 
that like a deluge ſweept away 70000 of 
the people, ſo uſual is it for General 
Prophanity to be followed by General 
Judgments. 

The fifſt Book of Xi»gs begins with 
an Account of a new Rebellion hatch'd 
againlt David by his Son, Adonijah, . Bro- 
ther to Abſalom, which” was another bit- 
ter effe&t of David's Unlawful Marri iage with 
Maachah, and likewiſe another Inſtance of 
the Accompliſhment of Nathan's threat- 
ning, that the Sword ſhould not depart from 
his Houſe, ſo that he was diſturb'd as one 
may ſay in his laſt Minntes, :with an. Un- 
natural Rebellion by . an Ungrateful S$on, 
whom he had ſo tenderly Indulged, that 
he had not at any time diſpleaſed. bim : 


Ne, nor ſo much as reproved him. , This 
young 
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man as he was Abſalom's Brother, did ex- 
atly tread in his ſteps, reſembled him 
both in Perſon and Manners, and had the 
like fatal Ext, which (tho* he was pardon- 
ed for his Rebellion) he drew upon him- 


ſelt by his Uncleanneſs in deſiring to Wife - 


Abiſhag the Shunamite, who, as Interpre- 
ters think, was Married to his Father 
tho* he never knew her, becauſe of his 
Age, upon which Account Somos cut him 
off, This isanotherInſtance of the Tragi- 
cal Effects of Unnatural Luſt. 

The next that falls uhder our Notice is 
Solomon himſelf, of whom we have this Ac- 
count, in the 11th. Chap. of 1 Kings, that 


' he loved many ſtrange Women, tagether 
- with the Daughter of Pharaoh, Women of 


the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidani* 
ans, and Hittites ;, of the Nations concern- 
ing which the Lord ſaid unto the Child- 
ren of 1ſracl, Te ſhall not go in to them, neither 
ſhall they come in to you, for ſurely they will tura 
away- your hearts after their Gods : Solomon 
clave unto theſe in Love, and he had 700 
Wives, trince('es, and three hundred Con- 
cubines ; and his Wives turned away his 
heart after other Gods, when he was old, 
ſo that he went after Aſpraroch the God- 
deſs of the Zjdonians, after Milcom the 
Abomination of the Ammonires, and built 
an high-place for Chemoſh, the Abominati- 
on of Moab, and for Adoloch the Abomina- 
tion of the Children of Ammo. 


This 


} 


f 
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This is certainly one of the moſt ſur- 

izing Inſtances and greateſt Evidences 
of the miſchief that Raging Luſt brings 
upon Men, that is to be found either in 
Sacred or Profane Hiſtory. -That Solomon 
the Wiſeſt of men ſhould be ſo far beſot- 
ted with Luſt, or to uſe a ſofter Term, 
Amorous Inclinations, to as tranſgreſs that 
Royal Law which forbid Kings .to Multi- 
ply Wives to themſelyes, and, that other 

w which forbid the Children of Jſ-aec! 
to marry with ſuch and ſuch Nations ; but 
yet more, that he ſhould be ſo exceſſive 
in Number which] we find to be no leſs 
than 1020, whereof 750 were of Noble 
Extra& or Princeſſes, and 300 of lower 
degree; and that which is ſtill moreſur- 
prizing, that 'Solomgy whom God calFd Je- 
didiah his beloved, and made him a Type 
ofChriſt, and to whom he had twice gppear- 
ed in ſuch a ſolemn manner ſhould be {o 
far overcome with the Inticements of thoſe 
Outlandiſh and Strange Women as to wor- 
ſhip their Gods, and promote their Idola- 
try, when he was betwixt 59 and 60 years 
of Age, a time' as one would think more 
proper for him to have been preparing for 
Death and . Eternity, and Eſtabliſhing the 
true worſhip of God, for which he was 


the firſt that had built, a Temple, than 


to be led away by ſuch youthfull Luſts 
and to build high places for the abonrina- 
ble Idols of the AMoabites, Zidonians. &c. 
which Interpreters ſay, were Immodeſt Sta- 
tues of Priapus and Yenus, that "were 

worſhiped 
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worſhiped by the Inceſtuons ofi-ſpring of 
Lor, by his own” Daughters, This is ano- 


- ther Confirmation of what has | bzen ſo 
often obſerved, that there is no ſuchpo- 
werfull attraQive to Idolatry and falſe Re-. 


ligion as an Impure Life. 4 
The next thing we are to take notice 


.of is the puniſhment inflited upon Solomon 


and his Poſterity for their Crimes, which 
we 'find to be, that the Lord, was Angry 
with him, threatned to rend the King- 


dom from him, and to give it to his Ser- - 


vant, and ſtir'd up Enemies againſt him 
both at' home and abroad, as Hadad, the 
Edonthte, Rezon "the Son of Eliada and 
Teroboam the Sofi of Nebar , who was made 
Kirig by 'the Children of 7/-ac! when the 
Ten Tribes Revolted from Rehyboam, So- 


* lomon's S25n, as af accompliſhment” of this 


threatning. 0 0". TIS I 
It likewiſ: deſerves our Remark, that 
this fon! defeftion of Solow occalions a 


- great diſpute amongſt Interpreters whe- . : 


ther ever he recovered or not, becauſe 
the Scriprure is ſilent concerning it. Gre- 
gory the Great, Theodorer, Proſper, Aquitas 
nus, Beda, Rabanus, Peter Martyr and others, 
think that he was damn'd for it ; and Fe- 
rome, Ambroſe, Iſrdore, Epiphanius, Criſſus, and 
others; think that God gave him Repen- 
tahice, and that he wrote the Eccleſiaſtes 
after his Recovery. However this is plain 
that 'Sol/Fnon's Laſtfulneſs occalioned his I- 
dolatry, and b»th together that Revolt of 


' - the Jſraclites from his Poſterity, which is 
TOO area & 16 
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not - the only Inſtance _that we ſhall meet 
with vf Thrones being overturned by Un- 
cleanneſs. | 

We ſhall alſo obſerve here once for all, 
that thoſe high Places and Groves, which 
in the time of Jereboam, Rehoboam, and 0- 


_ ther Kings, the Y/raclite;are accus'd of wor-'/- 


ſhipping their Idols in, were choſen as pla- 
ces. fit for their purpoſe, not. only upon 
the Account on which the Heathens choſe 
ſuch places, viz. Becauſethey thought them 
nearer the Heavens and the Heavenly Gods, 
a3 on the Contrary they worſhiped/in Dens 
and Caves to the Infernal Gods; but be- 
cauſe there they had a greater Conveni- 
ency of fullfilling their Brutiſh Luſts, to 
which they were incited by the fulſome 
Statues of Fenus and Priapus, which they 
had in-thoſe / places, - and to. whom - they 
thonght 'that was agreeable worſhip; and 
therefore it 1s that the Prophets do fo 


often upbraid them with going a Whoring 


from the true God, and being lain with 
under every Green-Tree, and upon every 
High-Hill, &c. which was true in a Lite: 
ral as well as Metaphorical and Spiritual 
Senſe, ſo inſeparable are Idolatry and Im- 
purity ; and here likewiſe we-may obſerve 
once. for all, That in all thoſe Captivities 
ell the 
People of God, Uncleanneſs ,and Idolatry 
concurr'd, as procuring Cauſes; of which we . 
have a clear Proof inthe 14th. of the 1ſt. -. 
Book of Kings, 23d. and 24th.. Verſes; 

where, after they. are accuſed of bujlding* 
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them high places, Images and Groves un- 
der every , Green-Tree and upon. eve- 
ry high Hill ; it's ſtraightway ſubjoyn- 
ed, that there were alſo Sodomires in the 
Land and they did according to all the 
Abominations of the Nations which the 
Lord, caſt ont before the Children of 7/- 
rael ; ſo that Idolatry, Adultery -and' Un- 
natural Luſt, were produQive.of one ano- 
ther, it being Juſt with God'to give up 
thoſe who did not like to refaip him in 
their knowledge, to work all manner of 
Unncleanneſs with Greedineſs. 

It's proper alſo to obſerve here, that as 
the Wicked Princes and Rulers ereQed 
thoſe Groves and high Places, ſo the good 
ones. whenever they attempred a Reforma- 
tion remov'd and broke them down, as 
in the Inſtances of FJereboam, Aſa, Ahab, 
Ec. 
The fiext Remarkable Inſtance is in Feze- 
bel, vho was an Harlot,Perſecuter, Idolater, 
and bloody Woman, thoſe fins being fo near 
a kin that they were many times found in 
one and the ſame ſubje@, we. find that 
_ ſhe was rather worſe then 4hab her Hus- 
*band* who ſold. himſelf to do evil, and 
was more wicked than any King off Ifr ael 
had” been before him ; but thatwhich more 
particularly relates to our purpoſe. is her 
. - Uncleanneſs and many Whoredoms where- 

with ſhe is ſo plainly Charged by Jebs ; 
The Judgment of God upon her for thoſe 
Crimes-is very obſervable ; ſhe ſeem'd to 
- hare fo little. ſenſe of approaching Vens 
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-Feance, \.tho. ſhe- had. heard how Jehu cut 


off all Ahab's Houſe, that as he was coming 
to; the ' Pallace ſhe- Tainted her fclf in an 
Obſtinate and - Whoriſh manner, as p ſhe 
were either reſolv'd to outbrave the udg- 
ments of-God and, to. die. with Obſtinac 

and \Impenitence! in what very fin which 

haſtned wrath upon her; or that ſhe thought 
thereby to bewitch Jehy, and convert his 


) Rage into an Amorous. Paſſion ; but be- 


hold the Event, he Commands her to be 
thrown headlong out at the Window, 
which being effeQted, that Body which ſhe 
had fo: mach pampered and adorn'd, had 
the burial -of-an Aſs, viz. To be eaten up 
by Dogs , and thrown as dung, upon the 


_ face of the Field,, as had beer. threatned. 


by the Prophet, a. ſuitable Exit, for ſuch 
a Vile and Abominable Life, which may 
ſerve as a dreadfill warning to cur Pain- 
ted Ladies. 

Having thus run thro? all the principal 


_ old Teſtament Inſtances of Uncleanneſs 


and the Judgments : inflicted-' upon thoſe 
that were guilty by God, from the a 
tion to the Captivity of Iſrael. 

The next thing that offers it ſelf to our 


 obſeryation, is that paſſage in/ the gth and 


10th: of Ezra, where, after the Reſtora- 
tion of - the People : . One of, the; General 
ſins which they . lamented and refarmed, 
was, their having taken ſtrange Wives, 
and liv'd a Looſe and Licentious life, 3C- 


' cording - to. the Abotninations. of the Ca-- 


me, Hurtes, Perizzites, TJebuſites: Amr 
monitesy 
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manites; Moabites, Egyptians. and Amorites, 
whom the Lord had: deſtroyed for thoſe 
Crimes ;z and we find that the very Prieſts 
were- polluted with this Contagion, fo far 
had Luſt got the aſcendent over.the Laws of 
God. But when they had beech hara $'d with 
Judgments and brought to” ſer 'about'a Re* 
formation, then, they willingly put away 
thoſe ſtrange 'Wives according to the Con: 
mand of the Prophets on pain of Forfeiture 
and . Excommunication., We find alſo that 


when Nehemiah came to Rebutld Jeruſalem 
and reform the Jews, he inſiſted upon their 


putting away. of their ſtrange Wives, and- 


chas'd away one of the Prieſts, becauſe he 
was Son-in-Law to Sanballat the Horanite ; 
concerning which Joſephz# tells vs the' fol- 
lowing Story, VIZ. . That the Perſon this cha: 
ſed away by Nehemiah, was Minaſſes, Bro- 
ther to the . High. Prieſt Jaddus,” who' refuſing 
to. put away thu ſtrange Woman, Was driven 
out of the Pricſthiod, and. thertipon going to 
bis - Father in- Law Sandallat,", who. was made 
Prince or Governour of Samaria by Darias 
the laft King of the Perſians, he told him huw 
be had been treated and thruſt fromthe' Prieſt 
hood by his Brother Jaddus or Jaiada, (whoſe 
Colleague be was) upon the account of his mar- 
riage ;, whereupon $anballat encouraged him to 
retain his Wife, promiſing that he would take 
care that he ſhould not only enjoy the Prieſthood 


but alſo the - Principal'ty" of the People, and 
that he would obtain leave from King Dari-_ 


us to build a T equple upo? Mount Gerizim, 
which hangs over Samaria, and was muth bigher 
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than the reſt of the Hills, and reſembled that 
of Mount Moriah apor: which the Temple. of , 
cruſalem food ; which defign rook ſo well, 
that all the' Jews who had transgreſſed in the 
matter of ftrange Wives folowed this Manaſ- 
ſes, and made bim a ſtrong party. Darins 3s 
the 'mean time bting overcome by Alexander, 
who was then Beſieging Tyre, Sanballat were 


 thither, acknowledged Alexander for his Sove- 


raign, and obtained leave from him to build the 
ſaid Temple, wherein his Son-in- Law Manaſſes |, 
officiated as High-Prieſt , and all ſuch Jas 
tranſgreſſed the Law at Jeruſalem fled to him 
for Proteftion, ſo that it became an Aſylum or 
SanFuary for difſolute Perfons. This hightned 
the. Enmity ſo much betwixt the Jews and 
Samaritans, that the former could never 
reconciled to the latter, even after that 
Temple was ;demoliſh'd by Hircan after 
109 years ſtanding, and the Samaritans af- 
ter the ſaid demolition, - ſtill held © the 
Mountain on - which it ſtood Sacred, and 
hated thoſe who went to Jeruſalem to wor- 
ſhip, as appears.by the Woman of Sama- 
ria's treatment of our Saviour, Luke. 9. 53. 
Where ſhe told him that their Fathers wor- 
ſhipped in that Mountain, &c. The Ob- 
ſeryation' which naturally reſults from thig- 
paſſage and makes it applicable. to. our 
purpoſe, is, that Luſt or Unlawfull Love 
to ſtrange Women does naturally turn a- 
way. the heart from -God and makes Men 
become eaſie* Proſelytes to Idolatry or a 


% 
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Having thus gone thro? all the materi- 
al paſſages. of the old Teſtament which 
have any. reference to - our Suhjea, it may 
not. be improper to cloſe. that part-of our 
Hiſtory with Solowon's Charatter of Lewd 
Women, Whoremongers, Whoredom, &c. 


of which he was-the beſt able to-give an ac- 
- count of any Man that ever liv'd, not only | 


becauſe of the affiſtance of the Divine ſpirit 
which inſpired his Pen, but becabtſe of his 
own Experience.In the ſecond of theProverbs 
he tells us, That Wiſdom will deliver ns 
from the Strange 'Woman, who flattereth 
with her words,” forſaketh her Husband 
the guide of her youth, and forgetteth 
her Marriage Vows, -the Covenant of her 
God, her Houſe inclineth unto death, and 
her Paths unto the dead ; that is, lead 
both to Tempora} and Eternal deſtruQi- 
on, . none that go, unto her return: again, 
neither take they ho1d of the Paths of Life-; 
That is, few who haunt the Society of ſuch 
Women do ever find Grace to repent of 
It, _ to betake themſelves again to a chaſte 
| Life. 4 

In his 5th. Chapter he purſues her Cha- 
rafter thus, That her Lips drop as an Hony- 
Comb, and her Mouth is ſmoother than ol \ but 
ber end is bitter as Wormwood, ſharp as 4 two 
edged Sword, her feet go down to _acath, ber 
Steps take hold on Hell, her ways are. move- 


, able, that thou canſt not know- them z, That is | 
ſometimes fawning and ſometimes frown- 


ing as ſhe thinks ſhe can. beſt work -up- 


on the humobrs of her Lovers : and there- - 
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fore he adviſes to remove. far from her 
and nct to come nigh her Houſe, Leſt we 
give our honour unto. others and our years 
vnto' the cruel ; that is, Teſt we Sacrifice 
our | Reputation and Strength to Harlots, 


who are cruel both in Principles and Pra- 


fiſes, He adds as. further ill Conſequen+ 
ces' of ' following \ Whores, Leſt ſtrangers 
be filed with thy Wealth, and thy La- 
bours -be in the Houſe of a ſtranger, and 
thou mourn at the laſt, when thy Fleſh'and 
thy Body are conſumed. Then he Exhorts | 
to Conjugal Love and Chaſtity in the fol- 
lowing manner ,- Drink Waters ' out of 
thine own Ciſtern, 5. e. Content thy ſelf 
with-thine own Wife : Let thy Fountain 
be. bleſſed, and rejoice with the Wife of 


.thy youth. 'Let her be as the loving Hind 


and the pleaſant Roe ; let her Breaſts ſatisfy 
thee/at all times,and be thou Raviſh'd always 


' , With her love, Then he concludes with an 


Expoſtulation againſt Whoredom, from the 


miſchiefs which attend-it, thus? }ky wilt choy 


 . be raviſ'd with a ſtrange Woman, andembrace 


the  Beſom of a ſtranger ;, for the ways of Man 
are before the' Eyes of the Lord, he pondereth 
all bis goings : his own Ininities shak take the 
wicked himſelf, and he shall be holden with the 
"Cords of | his Sins, be shall die without inſt#l4* 
Eton, and in the Greatneſs of bis Folly, he hall 
0 aſtray. That is, he is ſo' enfnared by 
jis Luits, - that; thre? his prodigious folly 
and madneſs he'ſhall .run on to eternal de- 
ſtruction; without repenting. for his fins as 
perhaps he purpoſedtro do,  - 


In 
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In "the 6th Chapter he purſyes his Ex- 


hortation: to. Chaſtiry by further Argu- 
ments "from the miſchievous Conſequences 
of Whoredom. Thus, ' Keep thee from the 
evil Woman, from the flattery of the Tongue 
of a ſtrange Woman, Luft not after her Beau» 
ty in thine heart, neither. let her take thee with 
her Eye-lids, for by means of a Whorish Wo- 
man a Man is brought to a piece of Bread 
and the Adultreſs will hunt for the precious 
_Life, that is, draws men to ſuch Courſes 
as deſtroys both their ſabſtance and health. 
He goes on thus, That whoſoever toucheth 
his Neighbaqurs Wife ſhall not be Inno- 
cent j. e. ſhall not be free from guilt, ſhame 
and puniſhment, ——He adds , . That 
whoſo commits Adultery with a Woman lack- 
eth underſtanding, and deſtroyeth his own Soul: 
a Wound and Diwshonour sball he get, and his 
Reproach hall not be wiped away. 

In, the 9th, Chapter he gives a para- 
dolical Repreſentation of Whoring, thus, 
At the Wind» of my _ Houſe I look'd thro my 
Caſement, and behold among the ſimple ones 
a young man, void of underſtanding , paſſing 
*thro' the Street near. her. Corner, and he went 
the way to ber Houſe, in the twi-light, in the 
Evening, in the black and dark Night : And 
bebold there "met bim. a Woman, with the at- 


tire of an Harlot, and ſubtil of Heart. She 


is loud and ſtubborn, her feet abide not in her 
Houſe. Now ſhe #s without, now inthe Streets, 


and lieth in wait at every Corner, So ſhe 


caught bim and kiſsd him, and with an Im 
prudent face. ſaid unto him, I have Peace-of- 
| | ferings 
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ferings with me, this day bave I paid my vows ' 


(or | have beenatChurch at Prayers:) There- 
fore came I forth" to meet thee, ailigently to 
face, :and 1 have found thee. 1 


* feek ” | 
have deck'd my Bed with Coverings of 'T ap- 
ftery, with Carved Works, with fine Linen of | 


Egypt, &c. He goeth after her ſtraightway as 
an Ox goeth to the Slanghter, or, as a Fool 
16 the Correttion of the Stocks, till a Dart ſtrike 
thro?" bis: Liver, as a Bird haſteth, tothe Snare 
and knowerh \nss that "tis for his| Life. > — 
Then he adds, ſhe hath caft down many wounded, 
Yea many ſtrong Mcn have. been flain by 
her ; of which he was a'ſad4 inftance him- 
ſelf, for” tho” he was the ſlrongeſt Man 
in -the World” for Underſtanding and A- 
bilities, yet he was very near ruin'd © by 
ſtrange Women. +» 
In- the.' 9th Chap. he calls the Whore, a 
Fooliſh, Clamorous, Simple, Ignorant, Wo- 
man, and deſcribes her -PraQtice thus, That 
fbe ſits at the Door of her Houſe, on a feat 
in the hich or noted places of the City, rocall 
paſſengers who go right on their ways , I hat 
1s who are going about. their buſineis . and 
mind no ſuch things. Then 'he deſcribes 
her Gneſts to be ſimple,” and thoſe that 


want underſtanding : And ſuch as. know 
"not that, they are in the depths of Hell; 


Had: the Royal Author lived 1n our days 
the Wits of this Age would no doubt have 
calld *him a Canting Coxcomb,'. and if 
the Dignity of his Scepter ' had not ſet 
him aboye it, -to be ſure they would have 
demandedfatisfation of him ; -but he -un- 
anti oe eh, © , derſtood 
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derſtood himſelf better, and knew that 
Whoring which. deſtroyeth Kings as he 
expreſſeth it in. the 3oth Chapter of- the 
Proverbs, could: be no leſs fatal to Fops. 
He had given his heart to know: madneſs 
and folly as much as any of %em,” and was 
not aſham'd. to declare that he found it 
to be ſuch, and therefore Repented of 


it. 

It has” been obſerved 'before that bodi- 
ly Uncleanneſs . as well as Idolatry, had a 
great ' ſhare' in Provoking God to give 
the People of 1/rael and Judah vpto Cap- 
tivity and ' other pablick Calamities, which 
appears plain' to-any Man that - will but 
peruſe the Prophets; and particularly Fere- 
my, who” Propheſied both before and after 
they were carried Captives into Babylon,viz. 
In” the days of Zedekiah, &c. In the third 
Chapter of his Prophecy he bids them lift 
up their Eyes unto. the high. places, and 
ſee where 'they had not. been lain with 
and charges them with polluting the Land 
by their Whoredoms and Wickedneſs. 
In the 5th. Chap. God charges them with 
committing Adultery, aſſembling themſelves 
by Troops (in the” Harlots Hoaſes, after 
they had been fed to the full, and that 
they were as fed Horſes in the morning 
every. one Neighing after his Neighbours 
Wife ; The very PraQtice of onr City 
Beavs and modern Gallants, and as a Juſt 
reward for ſuch Wickedneſs, the Lord 
ſays, Shalt I not wiſit for theſe things, and 
ſhall not *my Soul be avenged on ſuch & Nati- 
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. On as this; © And the Judgments denounced 


againſt _ are, Thas a.Lyon out of 'the 
Foreſt ſhone fl }. them, and a Wolf of : the E- 
Venng pars ſoil them, a Leopard fhould watch 
over” their: Ollies, ahd every. one that went out 
thence 'shold be ' forn "in pieces, meaning 
that | they- ſhould be deſtroyed by Nebu- 
ehadnezzkr, a Potent, Greedy, - Watch- 
foll and Cunnin Enemy. —>— —— He further 


. tells them 'that he would bring a Nation 


upon them from afar, whoſe' Language 


- they did: not underſtand, who ſhould eat 


up their Harveſt and' their Bread, which 
their Sons and Daughters ſhould have 64+ 


ten; their Flocks and theirHerds, theirVines 


and their Fig-Trees, and impoveriſh their 
fenced Cities.--In the 6th: Chapter; he pur- 
fues his threatnings, telling #hem;.- That 
their Houſes- ſhould. be turned untoothers, 
with their - Fields and Wives together, 
as a Juſt Judgment for their + having de- 
fiFd other Mens Wives ; and that the Na- 
tions; which. were tb come againſt them 
fhonld lay hold on: Bow and Speer, be 
Cruel and | ſhew no Mercy. | May, God a- 
vert fach\ Judgments from. England. which 
does {o well. deſerve it,. becauſe of wet 
lutions 'of her Inhabitants: 

In the 23d: Chap. the Prophet Com- 
plains, -that- the Land is. full of Adulte- 
rers, 'and becauſe of. ſmearing.the Land mourn- 
eth, the breach of the 3d. and 7th. Com- 
mandment go uſually together, as is to be 
ſeen in the: Dammees and Debauchees of 
our days. In the 14th. Verſe of that ſame 
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Chapter, he ſays, I have ſeen alſo in the 
Prophets of Jeruſalem an horrible thing, 
They, commit Adultery, aud walk in lyes; 
they ſtrengthen alſo the hands of evil doers, 
that none doth return from his wicked- 
nels ; They are all of *em unto me as So- 
dom, 'and the Inhabitants thereof as Go- 
morrah. — And afterwards he adds , For from 
the Prophets of Jeruſalem is Profaneneſs gone 
forth into all the Land ; And would to God 
that none of our Clergy 4did pollute them- 
ſelves with the reigning {ins of the times, 
nor encourage the wickedneſs of others by 
their Licentious Do@rine and looſe Lives ; 
but certainly when profanity is arriv'd to 
that heighth we have reaſon to fear that 
ſuch Judgments as deſtroyed the Nation of 
the Jews lie In wait for us. 

It remains, -that we take notice of the 
Accompliſhment of 'thoſe dreadfulithreart- 


'nings which were exaQtly fullfilled by the. 


carrying away of King Zedekiah and the 
People into Captivity, the ſlaying of his 
Sons . before his Eyes, and putting all the 
Nobles to Death, after which the City was 
| burnt with fire, the Peoplediſpers'd, and 
ſuch of them. as endeavonred to reſetle 
themſelves were broke in pieces by Inte- 
ſtine diviſiors. And Zegekiah and Abab 
two lying Prophets, who endeavoured to 
perſwade the people that what Jeremiah 
Propheſied againſt them ſhould not come 
to. pals, and” hardened the people by their 
»profligate Example of committing Adultery 


the 
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the Juſt Judgment of -God burnt in the 
fire by Nebuchadnezzar, and the” Memory 
of their Crime and Puniſhment was .per- 
petuated to Poſterity by this Curſe. among 
the Jews : The Lord make thee like Zedekiah 
and like Ahab: whom #be K. of Babylon roa- 
ftedin the fire ; $o that, the fireof their Im- 
" pure Luſt was puniſhed by a more ſevere 

uniſhment than that of a fiery Ordeal, 
or as St. Jerome thinks, they [were fried 
and fo burnt to death by degrees, as they 
had from tinie to time burnt in their Un- 
cleanneſs. Thus we have another Inſtance 
of .a Great and Mighty. People rained by 
Whoredom, . and how: great their Ruin 
and Calamity was will ſpeedily appear to 
any one' that reads the Lam ntations. 

It likewiſe deſerves our obſervation that 
the Babylenians, the Inftryuments' in the 
hands, of God for puniſhing 1/-ae/, were 
brought £6 ruin themſelves, and one. of 
the principal Cauſes aſſigned- for the ſame 
Is, That they grew fat as the Heifer at Graſs, 
and bellow®d as Bulls, Jer. 50. which Calvin 
and other Interpreters underſtand to be a 


parallel phraſe. to that of MNeighing after 


their Neighbours Wives. The Judgments 
threctoe] upon _ Babylon in this Chapter 
we find to be exaQly fullfilled , and ata 
time too as Daniel gives us an account 
when their King Belbatt& was * rioting 
and feaſting with his Princes, his Wives 
and his Concubines, and .protanely drink- 
ing out of the holy Veſſels which were 
brought from the Houſe of God at Jeru- 
ſalem. PST, FS" oo 
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It has been formerly obſerved that Nim- 


yod the Tyrant” laid the Foundation of this 


Monarchy, when the World hegan to de. 


generate again after the flood; - and to 
immerſe themfelves in all manner of 
ſenſualities, and therefore the . Greeks ar- 
cording to Bochart in his Canaan Lib. t. Cap. 
2. Confound Nimrod with . Bacchis. 

The Story of Wemirams Queen of  Baby- 
lon, and the diſſolute Manners of that Peo- 
ple during her Reign is well enough known. 


.Shewas a Warlike Princeſs, and during 


her - Regency, in the” Minority of her 'on 
ſhe Enlarged her Husbands Conqueſts on 
the one hand as far as eAthiopgia, and 
on the other as far as Jydia, having 
rſt ſubdued Meain, / Libya, and Egypt : 


ſhe likewiſe built a Magnificent Tomb to 


the Memory of Njzws her Hnsband, finiſh- 
ed the City of Babylo; ſurrounded it with 
thoſe Walls, and cauſed thofe Gardens to 
be made on the Top of her Palaces which 
made them the wonder of © the” World. 


But ſhe Tarmiſhed all her Glory by her 


Brutiſh Luſt, it. being recorded of her that 


ſhe- tempted the handſomeſt of her Soldi-- 
ers to lie with her, and having fatisfyed 


her Luſt cauſed them to be murdered, and 


' to make them amends raiſed Stately Tombs, | 


over theirGrayes; at laſt ſhe was fo far tran. 
ſported by ber raging Luſt, that ſhe became 
enamoured , of her own Son, who as a Juſt 
Judgment from God flew her,as ſhe tempted 
him to commit Inceft with her, as. is re- 


; lagecd "ON by F/ uftin, Dijodorus Sicalrs, and O- 


rs. | All 
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All Hiſtorians , who write of the Ba'y- 
lonians agree, that they were a very Lu- 
xurious People, and 1t 1s-not at all to be 
doubted but their Luxury: and -Laſciviouſ- 


. neſs as it. drew down the. Judgments 


of God upon them, ſo it rendred. them 
Effeminate, and. made them an eaſie: Con- 
- queſt to others, after they had Conquer'd 
o many Nations themſelves. . The Extent 
of this City was prodigious, being as Zey- 
' lin ſays 46 English Miles in Compaſs -— 
Ariſtotle ſays, 1 hat it was rather a Country 
than a City, and that when it was ſurpri- 
zed by the Medes and Perſians, It was three 
days before the Inhabitants of the furthieſt 
parts were aware, of it. It's Walls were 
af Brick cemented with Bitumen; 32 Foot 
thick, 50 Cubits high, and defended 'by 
Towers 15 Foot higher. The River Eu: 
phrates run thro* the middle of ir, and the 
Walls were encompaſſed by deep Ditches 
It had a Caſtle 20 Furlongs in Cir- 
cuit, environ'd with Towets;3o Foot in the 
Ground. and 8). above. it ; yet- all this 
{krength ' could not ſecure it againſt thoſe 
Judgments which purſued the people for 
their Luxury and Uncleanneſs, for the 
Perſians having drained the Channel of Eu- 
phrates by cutting many deep Channels of 
the Banks of it, march'd into the City and 
{urpriz'd it, while Belhazzar and his Lords 
who thould haye taken care of the defence 
of it, were profanely Caroufing with their - 
Wives and Concubines. And to make the 
Judgment fo much the more Ren 
© (ney 
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| they were terrified by the -prodigy. of a 
hand writing upon the'Wall, which made - 
Belshazzar's knees ſmite together for. fear; | 
and foretold the impending Fate of himſelf, 
and his Gueſts, and the deftruttion of; his 


Kingdom. 1tisworth our obſervation, that 


this Famous City, the wonder and -the' 


Metropolis of the \ Wotld, / ſor; Beautiful 


and Commodiouſly fituated, ſhould, for the. 
Luxury - and other - Crimes. of - the Inhabj-, 
tants, be turned into 'a Wilderneſs by the. 


juſt Judgment of God, when according to 
the ordinary . Methods of Men, it might 
be ſuppoſed. that the: Conquerors would 
have taken all 'imaginable- care. to 'pre-- 


ſerve ſuch ar} Important. City for [their - 


own Glory and. Profit ; but, it , decay'd 
Gradually, till at laſt it came to,be turned 
into a Park for; Hunting - by - the Kings 


of ' Perſia ;, fo that: in that, yery place where. 


the Impure Babylonians had been ſo much 


goilty of Whore-Hunting, their Conque-.- 


rors took their pleaſure to Hunt Beaſts of 
a far more harmleſs Nature. -. 
We have ſeen-- that Uncleanneſs had: a 


great influence in occafioging the Captivi-; 
ty of Iſrael, and: alſo in. bringing-dowity 
thoſe Judgments upon Babylon, which egd+; 


ed in the total deſtru&ion of that, Famons/ 
City -and Empire. —In the leſſer Prophets, 
we have alfo an Account of the deſtruQi- 
on of Ninjve,” a Great and Mighty City, 


pire, becauſe of the multitude . of '® 
Whoredoms, Nahm 3. 4.1t's true that ſome 
.. taro 
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tare of opinion'\ that by the Whoredoms 
here mentioned, are - chiefly meant their 
Political Tricks to engage people to ſub- 


- mit to their Yoke, and Worſhip their: I- 


dols;. yer "it was well known that all thoſe 
Eaſtern Natiohs were very much 2ddict- 
ed to bodily Uncleanneſs ; and as: we have 
obſeryed ' before the Aſſyriens became very 
Effemiinate 'under the Reign of. Semirams, 


Ge. And it's plain from moſt of "the In-: 


ſtances we have: already given, -that A-/ 
dultery and Idolatry went ufually hand 
in hand ; it's alſo to be: obſerved, that 
this deſtruQtion 'of Naive is by:Chronolo+ 
-gers yet to have. preceeded that of Ba» 
bylor, for though Nabam. in order 'of the 
Bible, be placed among the '.lalt 'of - the* 
Prophets," yet according to Joſephus, An- 
to. Lib. 9. Cap. 11. he Propheſlied in the 
days of Jorham King of the Fews, and theAc- 
compliſhment of this Prophefie upon Ninzve 
happened about 115 years after. . 

We have done with: the / old Teſtament 
Hiſtory of 'the- Jews, ſo that we muſt come 
next 'to Joſep , who. 1s- favourable e- 
nough to his Countrymen in reſpett of: 
* Uncleanneſs, as particularly inthe 
nce of tlie AMjdianiciſh Women, with 
whom he alledges they contrafted Mar- 
_ and fays —_— That Zjw5and- 
Coaj were Married, whereas the Scrip- 
accuſes them of down-right Impetu- 
Luſt'; neither does this Hiſtorian Tax 


the Patriarchs for their Polygamy; - which 
_ perhaps might be occaſioned by his being 
| = A 
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a Phariſee, who _ as it appears - by our 
Szvionrs Arguments with ſome of that Sect 
upon the ſubje& 'of Divorce _ had no Juſt 
Notions of thoſe: things— And there- 
fore it is not to be wondered at that 7o- 
Jephus takes ſo little notice of the failings 
of his Countrymen as to this matter, — 
Yet ſome; ſuch Inſtances .he has tranſmit- 
red to Poſterity, and the firſt that we 
meet with for .our purpoſe, 1s that of 4-- 
chelaus King, of the Jews, Herod the Great's 


Son, who. Married CIPO that had been. 


tils Brother Alexander's Wiſe, concerning 
which, he tells us this. Remarkable Story, 
That Archelaus «pon the ſight of this Gla-- 
phyra who was. Daughter to Archelaus King 
of Cappadocia, was /o. inflamed with- love to- 
her, that he preſently Divorced bis Wife Ma- 
riamne «id Married her, but ſoon after ſhe came 


roJudea, ſhe dreamt that ſhe ſaw Alexander ber - 


firſt Hucband ſtanding before ana accofting her in 
this manner, Viz... It bad been enough for thee 
to bave Married the King of Libya, but not. 
cotitented therewith, thou comeft again to mint 
Houſe, Greedy of a-third- Hushand, and which 
& worſt of all, art now Married to my own Bro- 
ther. I will not conceal nor difſemb e this In- 


Jary that thou dbeft me, but I will recover tee. 


againſt thy will and fhe ſcarcely liv'd two aays ; 
afttr ſhe had related this dream to ber Friends, 


ſo much for her puniſhment. Then. as. 


to Arthelaws who. had been guilty of: this 
Adult#ry and Inceſt, he himſelf was ſent 
" for to Rome upon an Aecuſation of the $4- 
 maritans Who feat Ambaſſadors 
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him to Ceſar—and thereupon the Empe- 
ror baniſhit him to Yienne in France, and 
confiſcated all his Goods, of which pu- 
niſhnents he was alſo torewarned by a 


Dream, and five days after the Interpre- 


tation'ok it, was ſent for byCeſar as above. , 
Ttisalſa obſervable and not at all Foreign 
to our purpoſe, that though 7oſephus does 
not accuſe Herod the Great of Whoredom, 
but ſeems rather to commend his Chaſtity 
in that he held out againſt the Charms 
and Sollicitations of that Infamous Wan- 
ton Cleopatra,: yet he tells us , that Herod 
had nine, Wives at a time, and doted fo 
Impotently upon his Wife Aſariamne, that 
when he was ſent for to Rome and had 
ſome reaſons to think that he ſhou'd ne- 
ver, rettrn thence: alive, he gave orders 


- to His Brother-in-Law Joſeph to put Ma- 


 riamne to Death, as 'foon as he ſhould hear 


that the was dead, being unwilling that a- 
ny Man ſhould enjoy her after his death; 


-and becauſe Joſeph diſcovered -this Secret 


to Marianne, Herod became Jealous of an 


- -Unlawful Intimacy betwixt his Brother- 


ther charged' with Diſloyalty ro him, and 


in-Law 'and her, - eſpecially being influen- 
ced to believe ſome ſuch thing by the In- 
ſinvations of his Siſter Salome, Joſe h's Wite, 
who accuſed her - Husband © Foing too 
Familiar with Marianne. ' Whether there 
was any truth in the accuſation 'or not, or 
whether it_was meer malice ;. yet this is 
certain, that Mariamne ' was at laſt put. to 
death by her-Husband, and by her own-Mo- 
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after her death Herod had fo little Go-. 
vernment of his paſſion for her, that ' he 


' would frequently. call for her'as if ſhe had 


been alive. Then as to his own puniſh- 
ment Joſephus tells us - that: he was cyt off 
by a moſt loathſome diſeaſe, Worms ha- 
ving  bred- in his. private Parts, which cau- 
ſed inſupportable pains, ' an Into lerable 
Stench and a Troubleſome Priapim, which 
was a very ſuitable puniſhment for his In- 
continence in having nine Wives at a time, 
tho' it ſhould be granted that he: was 
ey with no other AQts of Uncha- 
_} | 
We come now to the Apocryphal ſtories 
of Fudeth and Suſamma, which tho* we be- 


| lieve they are ſuch as may properly be cal- 
; led apocryphal, ſeeing Joſephs the Jewiſh 


Hiſtorian takes no notice of either, yet 
allowing them to be Fables, the Moral is 
good, and therefore we ſhall allow them a 
place here. 

The firſt is that of Judith, who-accord- 


ing. to the Author of her Book -was a 


Rich and .a Pious Widow, of a Comely 
Perſonage and Beautiful Countenance, and 
finding her City of Bethulja cloſely m_— 
ed by the Aſjrians,and their Water cut off, 
which made the Governours to -promiſe a 
ſurrender in five days if relief did "not 
come in that' time”, ſhe deckt her ſelf 


- with her Richeſt and fineſt Ornaments, and 


etending \to' be fled from Bethulja, bes 
uſe ſhe- knew. it would fall intothe-hands 


_ of the Aſhriars, and likewiſe to put Olo- 
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of the Tews, ſhe Charmed | him '-by her 
Beauty, inſomuch that becoming enamou- - 


Ted. of her, which was her defign, he was 
| far belotted, t t 
Cels becauſe of her preſence, and with an 


that having drunk to ex- 


intention $0 defile her, he fell aſleep in his 
Teat, whexe - being Jeft alone with her 
according to his qwn' Command, in order 
to the Accompliſhing of his T uſtful-deſign 


ſhe had the. opportunity of Tutting off his 


head, and carrying itinTrwmph to exCity 
of Bethulia, upon which the Garriſon. ma- | 
king a Sally diſcomfited the ' Aſſyriars, who, 
were fſurprized at "this ſtrange adventure 
that had befaln their Genera], and there- 
fore had not the Courage to make head 
againſt them, Whateyer be the Circum- 
ſtances of this ſtory that may juſtly occa- 
ſion the truth of it to he- called in Queſti- 
on, its plain from ether paſſages which we 
ſhall have occaſion to tonch in the pur- 
ſuance of this Hiſtory, that the diſſolute- 
neſs of a-General hath oftener than once - 
occaſioned the ruin of Armies. þ 
We come now to the ſtory of Syſcarma and 


. the Eldersof J1/-acl. This Woman, ſays the 


Anthor, was Wife to Joacim the Chief of 
the Jews then Captives in Babylon, a Wo- 
man of Incomparable Beauty and Admira- 
ble Chaſtity. This Lady vfing to walk-in 


her Husbagds' Garden in the afternoons ,, * 


two of the Elders of -]{-ae/ who attended 
at Foacizy's Houſe to execute Judgment, 
became inflam'd with Luſt towards waa 
| ; a 
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and. tho” at firft they were aſham'd to de- 


clare_ it to, one oe” yet afterwards 
being hardened in their ickedneſs they 
x ogre againſt this Vertnous Wo- 


watching 8n ty till 
£ the "found her alone'in a Grdey wow 
"he had ſent her its oor or ON 
Waſh-balls, in order to 
ok riz'd her, tem ed bets ro apr beef 
,upoN ter. r accug'd her falily 3 
it CRY had on her in yg/r oh with 
2 Young man, which” ſhe was by the 
Authority . of their | Eyidence Convidted 
and Condemned to. die, but Juſt as ſhe was 
going to be put to death, the Lord rai- © 
ſed up Damel, fays the Author, to deli- 
ver her, who obtaining. that her Cauſe 
ſhould be reheard, he examined the Elders 
afreſh, and acculing them of that Villainous 


and Luſtfull de gn againſt Suſan, Conyi- 


Qed them of Perjury by their own Tefti- 
mony, the.one of them ſaying they took her 


under.a Maſtich, and the other faying that 


they took her under.an Holm- Tree, fo that 
they themſelves fell into the Pit which 
they had Digged for this Vertuous Wo- 
man, and ſuffered the puniſhment which 


they defign'd ſhould have been inflitel 
- upon, her. Whether this ſtory be true or - 


not is not 'material to ovr purpoſe, bat 
--in the proſecution of this deſign we fhall 
meet with, ſeveral parallel] Infances 
which diſcover the thing not to be im- 
polbible in jt ſelf, however improbable in re- 


gard* of its Circumſtances. 
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* We come now to the New Teſtamen 
ſeryable that oor Sa- 
Sexmon Fs the Mount 

Apainft the impurity 


f the ho'fo "light aud frivolous 
les, ſich as. if they did not ike their 
Tives, . &c,” Pivor ed them, which. was 
e.0 ns pos Agcleanneſs in; themſelves 
d..in the Women ſo por -who, our 
Saviour {' commit A- 
dultery Ar. 1 ut them away 'upon any 


ſo that tis Ee that the Woman whom 
they took into. their Bed 'in the room of 

her Fe was Divorced was no other than 
a Concubine, and that if -the Woman ſo 
Divorced Married with another Man ſhe 
thereby became an' Adultreſs as' our Sa- 
viour declares-more' at large. in the 19th 
of Matthew,” where we have an Account 


of the malice and ſubtlety of the Phari- 


ſees in propounding that Queſtion, Whe- 
ther it was Lawful for a Man to put away 


bis Wife for every Cauſe : For” if our Gavi. 


our. had anſwered ir the Affirmative, then 
they would have proclaimed him a Friend 
20 Uncleanneh, and if 1nthe Negative then 
they would have oppoſed him with the Au- - 


thority of Moſes,but our Lord knowing their 
deſign referred them to the Creation, 
. (when 'God made them Male and Female 
not. Females, or' diverſe Women 'for one 


Man) and to the firſt inſtitbtion/of *Mar-, 
riage, which ' was only betwixt' one” and 


one, /and paREy it was ſaid they two, 


not 
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(not they three) four or. five ſhall be one 
Fleſh; -which clearly ſubverted all that 
could be alledged for Folygamy or Con- 
cubinage, and being the 

the | Lawgiver upon his-own Law 'makes 
it of 'equal Authority with the Text, and 
oughr | for ever to. ſhut the Mouths of 
ſuch as plead for a plurality of Wives.” 
© 'Then 'to their Argument fromthe Au- 
thority of ' Moſes,- he anſwers them ' that 
Moſes ' indeed © permitted . Divorces be- 
cauſe of .the hardneſs of their Hearts, and 
to prevent a greater evil, as is Cuſtoma- 
.Ty in all Political and Civil Conſtitutions, 
as if Moſes had faid, Jr's better that you put 
away "your Wives when you grow Wear y of them 


than Murder them ;”-and at the ſame time ; 


they were obliged to give them a Bill of 
- Divorce whight was a Teſtimony . of the 
Womans Innocence, and of the Husbands 
Levity and Impurity : —But onr Saviour 
tells them that from the beginning it was 
not ſo, and that what God had joined no 
man could put aſunder ; which was as much 
as. to ſay that common Laws allow more 
than is allowed by .the Laws of Religion, 
as is clear from this Inſtance that in all 
Chriſtian Kingdoms there are Judges Con- 
. Tituted for deciding differences betwixt 
Man 'and Man of what nature ſoever they 
' may be, for preventing Oppreſſion and 
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Injuſtice, ſo' that the Bench is 'open. to 


Trivial andFrivolous ſuitsas well as to thaſe 
that are” Weighty and Material ; yet the 
 prafticeof ſuch as go.to Law upon every 
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occaſion is contrary. to the Apoſtles Com- 
mand end Chriſtian, Charity, as may, be 
ſeen 1 Cor..1. 6. It is alſo obfervable_thar 
our - Saviour taught thoſe Pharifaical Zea- 
lots who yalued themſelves upon | their 
external ſanQtity, a more rehn'd and high- 
er degree of Chaſtity than they had 
formerly been acquainted with, -viz. That 
the Law which forbad them to commir 
Adultery did not on'y reach tit outward 


praQtice but the inward motions and thoughts | 


of the heart, and- therefore ke tells them 
AMatth, 5.28. That whoſoever lookt on a Wo- 
man to Luſt after her hath committed Adulter 
with ber already.in hi heart, a DoCtrine whic] 
does £5 — Gall our Modern. Gallants, 
That we have great reaſon to preſume it is 
one .of the Chief Latent Gauſes why ſo- many 
of *em deny the Author of .# -to be . Goal. 

We come next to the Hiſtorical paſſiges 
of the new T eſtamenr, relating to our Sube 
je, 

”" The firſt we meet with is that in Adar. 
14. concerning, the Tetrarch Zerod and He- 
rodias his Brother Philip's Wife, with whom 
that Prince committed Inceſt, for which 
he was reproved by John the Bapti/t and 
this did ſo incenſe the wicked Woman that 
nothing leſs could: expiate this ſuppoſed 
Crime of the Prophet than the loſs of his 
life, but ſhe durſt. not attempt that raſh- 
ly, for fear of. the people;who as they knew 
her to be a Vicious Strumpet;did alſo know 
that Joby was a Good Man, and efteem'd 


him as a Prophet; his Vertyes: being-- as 


- conſpicuous 
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conſpicuons as her Vices, and therefore ſhe 
watch'd a convenient” opportunity, which 
ſhe fopnd on her/Gallant , Herod*s Birth- - 
day, when he was feaſting and revelling 
with his Nobles; .at which time he ſent 
in her Daughter, the unworthy off-ſpring 
of ſuch-an Ungbdly Mother, to Dance be- 
fore them,wherewith Herod and hisCompany 
were ſo extreamly wel] pleas'd that he raſh- 
ly vowed to grant _her whatever the would 
demand, and fo the young-Strumpert be- 
ing ſuborn'd by the old one, demanded the 
Head of John the Baptiſt; which Herod grant- 
ed her, tho much againſt his Witt, and ſhe 
carried it to her\ Mother in a Charger as 
an acceptable' preſent, ſo naturally do 
* Whoredom, Murder and Perſecution agree. 
One would have thought that the very 
ſcandal. of- ating contrary to that Pity and 
Compaſſion which'is fo natural to the fair 
Sex ſhould have reſtrain'd thoſe Lewd -Wo- 
men. from any ſuch demand, and much 
more from rejoycing in any ſuch Bloody 
SpeRacle,but its commonly ſeen that Whores 
become void of all natural affeQion, and 
that they are hurried headlong into 
perdition by unbridled Luſt and raging 
Paſſion. < 
- *Butto return to the Hiſtory of Herod and 
Herodiasthey were not only guilty-of Incelt 
but of Adultery and a Rape, for Hcr0d took 
her forcibly from his Brother Philip, and 
not from his Unkle Herod King of Chal- 
cs as Joſephus miſtakes, ſo that it was an 
Atrocious and Complicated Crime, and Dy 
F. "i tne 
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the Juſt Judgment of God; Herod who com- 
mitted this barbarous Murder upon John the 
Baptiſf againſt his own Conſcience, rather 
than he would difoblige his Whore, was 
giv'n up to ail manner of wickedneſs, and 
afterwards with his Men-of War expoſed 
our Sayiogr to, Scorn an@ Laughter in his 
Mock Royal Robes, and ſo as his Ungod- | 
ly Father . Herod the Great deſtroyed- all 
the Infants, of Bethlehem! with a deſign to 
cut 'off Chriſt, the Wicked Son purſuing 
his Fathers bad deſign concurr'd in the Cru-! 
cifying of our Saviour. .. + # Ys 
It remains that we take a view of the Judg- 
ments that fell upon this .Impure Covple , 
which 7oſephas in his Jewiſh Antiquities, 56. 
18. cap. 7. & 9. gives us an account of . as 
follows, viz. that Herod's lawful Wife, 
Daughter to. Aretas King; of Arabia Petrea, 


- uiderſtanding his Intrigue with his Siſter- 


in-Law Herodias, and that he had a mind 
to Divorce her, to make way for that, vile 
Strumpet, fled to her Father and a 
ted him with it, whereupon he made War 
againſt Herod, and defeated his Army. —— 
And in the 4och year of Chriſt, Herodbeing 


accuſed of Rebellion, was together with his 


_. Strympet Herodjas baniſht by the Emperor 


Caligula to. Lions in France, where they pe- 
riſht in Ignominy and Miſery, and the 
whole Race of Herod the Great was extin- 


guiſh'd in a 100 years time; tho the Memo- 


ry of their wickedneſs is perpetuated to all 
Ages. Fhis Inſtance is ſufficient toconvince 


all mankind that, unclean perſons are ca- 


pable 
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pale of -the greateſtVillainy of other kinds, 


and juſtly given up of God to commit. the 
fame ; for this Luſtful Prince having  com-. 


mitted double Aduletry, a Rape and Inceſt, 


 didafterwards commit two of the moſt hor- 
rid Murders that ever were committed up- 
on the face of the Earth, viz. That.of Joby: 
the Bapri/# our Saviours . fore-runner, and 
then that of ourSaviour himſelſ; ſach is the 
enmity which uncleanneſs does naturall}ylead 
men into againſt God and Good Men,and to 
be given up to that enmity is certainly the 
moſt dreadful of all puniſhments. | 
The next thing that we meet with be 
longing to our: Subje&is the Inſtance of the 
Woman taken in Adultery, in the 8th chap. 
of theEvangeliſt St. Fohy, and brought by the 
Pharſees: before our Saviour, that by their 
enſnaring queſtions they might have ſome- 
thing whereof to accuſe him. Our Saviour 
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knowing their wicked deſign, eluded them 


by ſtooping and writing upon the Ground. 
What it was that he then wrote is more cu- 
riouſly than wiſely-diſputed by the learned ; 
fome ſay that he wrote the words which he 
afterwards ſpoke-to them, cthers, that he 
wrote theſe words, viz. Tow are Earth and 
you judge after an earthly manner, others that 
he wrote upon the Ground ſuch Crimes 
of the ſame kind: as the Phariſees were guil- 
ty off, in order to put them to ſilence ; or 
ſome ſhort pathetical Sentence, exhorting 
them to the praQtiſe of Virtue and the abbor- 
rence, of Vice , but theſe being all meer con- 
\ Jetures, we let them paſs. In the mean 

| time 


Pye __— 


An Eſſay towards 
time the Phariſees conceiving- that he- was 
| put to a nonplus, and knew. not' what ' to 
anſwer, did infolently arge' him to, ſpeak, 
which he did to their Confoſton, by. bid- 
ding thoſe'that were without fin throw the 
firſt Stone. at-her, with which they were 
Tſo daunted and aſhamed; that they deſiſt 
from their accuſation, and went out one af-- 
ter another, being convicted by their own 
Conſciences, that they were Guilty as wal , 
_ as the; and found that neither their ſpecu- 
Jative. .nor; private- uncleanneſs were hid 
from our Saviour, who. had formerly told 
_ them, that luſting after aWoman was Adul- 
tery inithe Eyes of God: and it's probable: 
did now point at their ſecret bodily 'un- 
cleanneſs, when he commanded them that 
were. Innocent to throw the firſt Stone at 
her, - according: to »the -praCtice of their 
own Law, - Deut. 17. 7.- Which enjoyned the. 
Witneſſes to lay their hands firſt upon the 
Head of the Perſon convitted by their Evi- 
dence, as a Teſtimony that they ' thought 
them worthy of Death, and that they them- 
ſelves abhorred/ the Iniquity they were 
condemned for, whereas *twas plain to onr 
Saviour, that theſe Phariſces took care only 
to keep the - outſide clean before Men, but . 
had no regard to inward' purity of mind, 
nor to common honeſty, fo that they could 
but commit wickedneſs with' ſecrecy and 
impunity z' and thus they are accuſed by 
the God of Truth, as making long Prayers, 
and beſtowing publick . Alms , while at 
the ſame time. they devoured Widows - 
Houſes. | The 
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ThePhariſees being thus defeated and con- 
vided, 'the. Woman 13 freed from all her 


Accuſers, upon which our Saviour asks her 


if no.man bad condemned ber, and upon her 
anſwering no, and finding that all her Ac- 
cuſers were gone, he fai 4 verther-do T con- 
demin thee, go pe and fin n9 more. This 
anſwer of our Saviours hath been .wreſted 
by. ſome, as if he had thereby declared that 


Adultery was no capital crime- under. the 


Goſpel, whereas it 1s plain, that .he only 


declined the part of a Magiſtrate and Judge; - 


as be did in'another-Caſe,when one Brother 
defired him to ſpeak to another, - that he 
ſhould divide his Fathers Eſtate with him : 


Luke 12. 1 Fl And therefore he only a&s ' 
a Miniſter, in exhorting the ' 


the part © 
Woman to Repentance and Reformation , 
but no way extenuates her Crime': 'Nay, on 
the contrary, he ſeems direly to infinuate 


that ſhe deſerved Condemnation, and would. 
not have reproved anyJudge if he had con-. 


 demned her; but his main deſign was to diſ- 

coyer the Hypocrife of the Phariſees, -who 
impoſed upon the people, as if they had 
- been-the moſt Juſt and upright ſort of men 
in-the World, and as an Evidence of it, 


brought this perſon taken in flagrarti delifto. 


before him who was a Preacher of Righte- 
ouſneſs , to. know what his opinion was 
concerning her puniſhment; and. yet when he 
came to put the Queſtion home to their own 
Conſciences, whether they were not guilry 
, ofthe ſame Crimes, and if they were nor, 

4 bid them to proceed in the execution of Ju- 


ſtice- 
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ſtice, they went out one by one, which was 


* as: much as if they had made aropen Con- 


feſſion of their Hypoctifie and Villainy be- 
fore all the Speftators, which was partly 
evident before, in that they did not'bring 
the Man as well as the Woman, which to 
be ſure they might have done, ſeeing the 
Criminals were taken in the Ac, and they 


' © ought to' have done it; ſeeing by the . Law 
| of God he was equally. guilty, | and: there- 


fore upon the whole, to form ſuch an Ar- 
gqment . from this faying and: practiſe 'of 
our Saviour, as that Adultery is not puniſh- 
able under the New - Teſtament, is every 


, whit as abſurd, as to fay that becauſe he 
. declined being 'a Judge betwixt two Bre-: 


thren, about the diviſion of their Father's 
Inheritance, therefore there ought to be no 
ſuch thing as a diviſion of Parents Eſtates 
amongſt their Children under the New Te- 
ſtament. Beſides 'tis apparent that the de- 
ſign of our Saviour's coming into the World 
was. to ſave peoples Sonls, and not to de- 
ſtroy their Bodies ; as is evident from his 


- mercy to Mary Magdalen, out of whom 


he caſt Seven unclean Devils ; his Converſe 
with the Woman of Samaria, whom he 
convinced of the Evil of her Way ; and 


- his permitting a Woman who was a ſtuner, 


which in the New Teſtament Phraſe, is as 
much as a Common Proſtitute, to/ wipe his 


| Feet: whither Hai and to waſh them wit 


herTears of Repentance, | 
Theſe 
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Theſe are all the Hiſtorical paſſages 
which we find relating to our Subje&t in the 


New 'Teſtament during Ghriſt's abode upon. 
Earth, and 'therefore we'come. next to. a, 
paſſage or two in' Joſephus, ſuited to our. 
purpoſe. The fieſt 1s in his Antiquities, 


lib. 18. Chap. 4. concerning Paulina a Roman 
Lady, Wite to Saturninus a Nobleman of 
Rome, upon, whom Decias Mundys another 


" Roman of Quality became fo enamoured, 


that he tempted. her by Bribes and all o- 
ther methods imaginable to; comply with 
his luſtful deſign, offering her no lefs than 
100000 Drachma's, Which is computed at 


 6000'l. Sterlin, but ſhe would by no means 


conſent to him, whereupon he was ſo burnt 
up by his Luſt, that he pined and wither'd 


away daily, which being - obſerved by [da 
- his Father's Servant Maid, ſhe learned his 


diſtemper, and undertook -his Cure for 
25000 Drachma's, which ſhe effected . thus, 


| ſhe underſtood that the Lady was particu- 
larly addited to the worſhip of the Hea- - 
- then God 7, who had a Temple at Rome, 


and thereupon + applying- her- ſelf, to the 


. Prieſts, ſhe promis'd them 25005 Drachma's 


if they could ſo contrive it that Deczus 
ſhould enjoy the Lady in the Temple z 
the one half in. hand: and the other upon 
the performance of the Bargain, the Prieſts 
undertook 'it, and laid the Plot in the fol- 
lowing manner. The Eldeſt of them when 
the Lady (came to the Temple accoſted 


© her, and pretended that the God Anubis 


who frequented that Temple had conceiv?d 
+ WI ] a 
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a mighty paſſion for her, ard; carnefily de. 


fire her Company there one night, the 

ady being. charm'd with this extraordi-. 
nary ſort ef Amour, being. noiTeſs than a 
Divine Courtſhip as she thought, acquain- 
red her Busband with it, who was as fond 
of beiog a Cukco!ld by an imaginary Deity, 


as" ſome of the Indians are at .preſent by. 
| their. Brachmans © And_the reſt of - the Ro- 


man Ladys began-to gradge at' Paulina's 
good Luck, and to long for the like. The 
appointed time- being come,. Pauline makes 
haſt to-the Temple, where the  Roguish 
Prieſts had Decins ready, whoraſloon as the 
Lamps were removed approach to-his be- 
loved- Pazlina; 'and vnderthe notion of the 
God Amnbis debauch'd ; her without any 
reſiſtance. The deluded Lady,returned-in the 
Morning highly honoured as 'she thought. ; 
but Decius meeting her a: little after, re- 


newed his former ſuit, which.,She. rejected 
as ufual, whereupon he. told her in an up» 


braiding manner, that she was not ſo. coy 


"the other night. in: the Temple of. 7{s,. 


where he enjoy'd her for one fourth of .the 
Sum that he had formerly proffered. her : 


' The- poor Lady heing ſurprized to, find. that * 


She had entertained a lewd Adulrerer in- 
ſtead of a ſuppoſed Divinity,'-tore her.hair, 
rent her cloaths, .and diſcovered the Cheat 


to her Husband,” who complaining thereof 


to. the Emperor Titerius, -he condemn'd the 
Prieſts and 74s to be. hang'd; - ordered: the 


Temple to be pull'd down, /the- Statue. of 


Anubis to be thrown into the Tiber, and 
; | Dees 
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Decins Mundus to be banish'd, — and thus 
this Famous Temple was 'demolish*d, and 
the-Convent of Prieſts deſtroyed, for be- 
ing Pixaps'to the inſatiable Luſt of a Noble 
RO himſelf -baniſh'd'from his Country, 
which he had-polluted,and74s his Bawd pu- 
niſl'd as all others of:the Tradeought'to be. 
That ſame Author in the 18th Book ' if 
his Antiquities-and the 12th Chapter, gives 
vs / another account of a Tragedy brought 
upon a_'great number” of [|his/Countrymen, 
by-an unlawful Amour, as follows; - Arilc- 
us and Afinens two Jews of mean Conditt- 
on, -upon a diſguſt retired into an Iſland of 
the Euphrates, where joyning: with other 
diſſolute perſons and vagabond Fews, they 
became formidable to the adjacent Coun- 
tries, which they ravagedat their pleaſure, 
and fo-increaſing in number, were a Ter- 
ror'to the:Princes of thoſe Countries, and 
obliged them to court their friendſhip ; but 
having: once relax'd the diſcipline that they 
obſery'd:when' they firſt form'd themſelves 
into a Society, . they-loſt ground, and Aj- 
lens luſtingaftera Parthian Lady, made War 
againft her Hasband, upon her account, 
and was ſo bewitch'd with - her Amovrs, 
| that he: countenanc'd Idolatry/for her ſake, 
| which 'bred-4iſcontent arhongſt his Follow- 
ers,, moſt of which were Jews, who com» 
plaiting thereof to 4ſimers his Brother, he 
reprov'd him for it, upon which the 'Parth;- ' 
an Lady poyſon'd Aſmens \, bot the Judge- 
ment of God foon overtook then, for 245- 
tridates taking. Arms againſt Anilens _ 
| = 15 
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his diflolute .Chmipanions, hedefeated thei 
in Battle, | and afterwards the-:Greeks and 
Syrians, who liv?d in Selevicia kill'd 5000b 
of the Jew:, ſuch was the fatal Conſequence 
of W horedqm'' and-'Idolatry,-: which did 
firſt mutually produce one another, and then 
* both together iſſued in the (deſtruction of 
their followers: ,. | 
. The laſt-inſtance that. we»-meet with in 
Joſephus, for our purpoſe: is that:in the-5th 
Book'of his Wars and 9th: Chapter, -where 
he gives -us an account-, that during the 
Siege of FJernſalem by Titzs the Son of 'Veſ- 
paſian, the Faction called the /Zealots became 
Luſtful, Effeminate, Laſcivious,Curl d their Hair, 
wore Womens Apparel, anointed themſtlves that 
their Beautymight be pleaſing, thirſted after Vu- 
naturgl pleaſures, and .made Jeruſalem a Stews 
41a uot long after followed the utter deſtruttion 
of their City, Temple and Commonwealth, with 
the' laughter of 1100:00 of their people, ſince 
which they have” been Vagabonds, a-Curſe 
and a Reproach vpon the face of Earth, 
and are noted for a_ Luſtfull and Unelean 
People where ever. they are, God having 
in his . Juſt Judgment giv'n them vp to 
work all manner of Uncleanneſs with gree- 
dineſs, ſeeing their Love to their Luſts 
made them firſt. reje& the Pure and Holy 
DoQtrine of our Saviour, -and afterwards 
Crucify him, which. is another Inſtance 
- to confirm what has been ſo. often obſer. 
ved before, that ſuch Perſons: -or- people 
as wallow ig their Lufts- want only an 
Opportunity "and Tentation to declare o-. 
| pen 
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pen War-againſt God and Religion, which 


'. always iſſues. in, their own. Confuſion if. 


their Converſion. don't .preyent; it, _ 

. We haye..often had occalion;to,obſerve 
that Whoredome hath been. praductiye of. 
Idalatry, and in the firſt Chapter of the 
Romans, .we, have the Authority of the A- 
poltle for it, that Idolatry. hath been the pa- 
rent of Uncleanneſs, FiceYer/a,where ſpeak-. 
ing of thoſe that when they knewGod by the. 
light of nature-and the works of. Creation 
Yer becauſe they Glorified him. not as God) nei- 
ther were thankful but became vain in their 
Imaginations,; their fooliſh heart:mas darkned, 
ahd profeſſing* themſelves to he Wiſe they became 
Fools, and changing ' the Glory, 'of the Tncor- 
ruptible God-:into an Image, &c. Wherefore 


God alſo gave, them up to Vile AffeFtions and 


Uncleanneſs, thre* the Luſts of their own hearts 
to. diſhonour their own Bodies, tetween them- 
ſelves, Fox even. their Women changed thena- 


'tural uſe into that which ts againſt Nature, ahd 


likewiſe alſo the men leaving the: .natural. uſe 
of the Women, burned in their Luſt one to- 


ward. another, Men with Men working that 


which. is unſeemly, receiving in themſelves 
that recompenſe of their error which was meet ;; 
and as. they: did. not like to: retain Godin their 
knowledge, God gave them over. to, a Reprobate 
mind. to do thoſe things which are not corve- 
nient, being filled with all Unrighteouſneſs, For- 
HEAP, XC. f ; £4; 


% t, & ( py ' 
E9IR£E 31:9 > 113:j #2) 3-3 What 
| 41 4 , . ; 


7 


"_ 
at 


__ © An Efytovards ' 

What the Apoſtle ſays of 'meng arriving 
to a\great helg t of the knowledge of God 
by the- light of nature, and'the obſervati- 
- on of the Works of Creation 'and Provi- 
dence is evident 'by many Inftances , but 
by none more than that of Sereoa, 'who, 
tho' a Heathen, hath writ more' true Di- 
vinity than! almoſt all thoſe Chriſtian wri- 
ters have done, who are known by the 
name of Schoolmen. - Ariſtotle, © Plato, 
Socrates and others are alſo ſtrong proofs 
of this, but notwithſtanding all their know- 
ledge they were vain in their Imaginia- 
tions, and thinking themſelves Wiſe became. 
Fools, and '{o not only they themſelves 
but the Heathens who had' the benefit of 
their LeQures concetving faMe notions of 
the Deity which every one of *emwould 
adapt. to their ow Fancies, they were 
given up. of God to all manner'of -Un- 
cleannefs, and thence it came to paſs that 
the Ancients talkt fo many obſcene things 
COIN Yard of Prijapm, one of their 
Heathen Divinities, and Son to Barchus 
and Yenw; in reality a Vite Drunken De- 
bancht Staffion, whoſe virile © parts 'be- 
ing of an Extroardinary Size, a Com- 
pany of Debancht Women did' continu- 
ally haunt him, ſo that the Magiſtrates of 
the Town where he liv'd were forced to 
barirſh him, whereupon fay the /Poets e- 
74s plagu'd them, ſo that they/were for- . 
cd 5p build him a Temple and in their 
 Kſemnities. they  garried about a ſtick in 
reſemblance of his Yard — Of the fame 
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nature was the Elune Sxcra. folemnized ©. 


at. Elewſis, a City of Greece, the proceſſion 
being-” from thence to Athens, and of 
ſo'great account. was that profane Wor- 
ſhip, that they - called it Myſtery by way of 


Eminence; the King - with four Aſſiſtants 


preſided at- thoſe ſolemnitics ; the 'Ephyrs 
were '-not - aqmitted to-the' greateſt” My- 
ſeries till aftex a years Initiation ,, and 
it” was reckoned a great fayour that King 
Demetrius was admitted- to them per ſalturm. 
The Athenians had fo great. a paſſion and 
Veneration: for thoſe Myſteries that the 

thought they contributed to their leadih 

a \ peaceable Life;- and coming to. an haps 
py end and a bleſſed State afterwards ; the 
Senate) was always - called to ; ſee that eve- 
ry thing belonging to them was, perform- 


..ed in order, - ſome defes abeut 'them be- 
ing reckon'd Capital, and when they were - 
redu 


ced to the; greateſt ſtraits by their E- 


nemies, the' Freedom and Enjoyment of 


thoſe Myſteries was the laſt<thigg they 
Capirulated for, -and yet the thing that rliey 
kept all this pother -about. was. according 
to Tertullian 4 very ſhameful} obje&t, and 


therefore! we ſhall keep the Latin vail: o- 
"ver it, "viz. Nature. Mulicbris [mago, Which 


tho? all that were admitted to them were 
ſworn to -conceal, yet the ſagacity of the 
primitive Chriſtians found itout. - Attheſe 


Ceremonies the\ Women uſed. to ride in. 


Carts and abuſe one another with profane 
and \{currilous Language,' fit indeed for 


'Carted Whores, whence came the ig 


I 4 


| 
| 
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—- 


* 

7 
» 
» 


|< ; * 


-... 120 


[ 


| An Effay towards 1 


De plauſtro logui.. This Ceremony was in” 


ſtituted in. remembrance+-of Ceres ſeeking 
for her Daughter Proſerpina whom the 
Poets fancy Pluto raviſhed and carried 
to Hell, And ſach was the Hypocriſie 
of. thoſe who had the Condut and Manage- 
ment of thoſe 'ſdlemnities, that tho* 'they 
knew” the thing to be profane in the high- 


. eſt degree, yet one of the four preſidents 
that aſſiſted the King during the ſolem- 


nity. had the Impodence to run/about and 
cry , procal hinc,"procul ite profani, 1. e. ſtand 


off and begone all profane Perſons as-is 
*related by - Marcrobivs, Tertullian, Heſychi- 
us, Atherteus and others. - Such was . the 


madneſs and. wickedneſs of the Grecian:, 


at that time: the moſt polite and Jearned 
prope the world ; and whovalued them- 
ſelves 10 Ld upon their. Learning: and 
Ph 


Hofophy, that. they called all-the reſt of 


.t orld Barbarians, accounted the Goſpel 


fooliſhneſs, and lookt upon the Apoſtle 


' Paul to. be 4 Babbler. Of the fame na- 


ture were -the' Feaſts and 'Solemnities of 
Bacchus, Gybele and others, ſo ridiculovs in 
themſelves that the very Scyrhians, who 
were reckoned the moſt Rude' and, Bar- 


© barous of all Nations, lavght at and ex- 
Ploded the Fancy of Worſhipping Bacchus 
_ Tor a God, who made men'drunk and mad. 


Yet to ſuch Ridiculous Fopperies and - A- 


" bominable Impurities | werg the wiſe Gre- 


cians given up by the Juſt Judgmentpf God, 
becauſe they were vain initheir Imagina- 
fions and. would. Accommodate the Deity 
* _ tg 


"a * 
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to- their own Luxuriant -Fanties, ſo that 
thinking themſelves wiſe they became fools. 
..-Parallell to. this. is the horrid” impuri- 
ty of the Popiſh Church and Clergy, which 
was 'much more ,open' and notorious be- 
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fore the Reformation : the Rabbis of that * 


Church affecting. to -be wiſe above what 
is. Written, and Introducing not only ſu- 
perſtitions of an.; ordinary ſize, but alfo 
downright Idolatry, as the Invocation and 
Adoration of Saints and Angels, God did 


Juſtly give. them up to all manner of Un- 


cleanneſs, notwithſtanding their monaſti- 


cal vews / and pretended Celibacy, that . 


they became the ſcandal of Chriſtianity, 
their Monaſteries Bawdy-Houſes, and at laſt 


a Butchers Shambles by. murdering thoſe - 


Infants which they had ſpuriouſly begor, 
as was .evident. to the World by the great 
quantities of - Childrens Skulls and other 
Bones which were found in their Mona- 
ſteries, .upon their diſſolution | in ''thoſe 


Countries where. the Reformation obtain- - 


ed. | 
- It were alſo. to be wiſted that thoſe a 
monegſt Proteſtants, who have een violent 


 Aflerters and Impoſers of humane Inven- 


tions in the Worſhip.of God; would con- 
ſider. whether that Impurity of Life and 


Converſation which is but too too: Re- 
 markable amongſt thoſe who value them-' 
ſelves as being Members. of their Society 

. have not ſomething of- a Judgment of the 


like gature init. 


And 
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And is alſo plain be) yond all Contra- 


1 w brace the” Ojd 
IGion th exclie, fr Mp: eb revive 'bnider the name 


by ”, Deiſm, '&c. Have reaſdn'ta 
of upon the <diſſolvte lives of moſt df their 
Fraternity in this | Nation 8 2 Juſt Judg- 
ment up0 then {rom God for growing 
yain in TY ir [magi nations / atid- rejeaing 
all | thoſe; rinciples of i been al 062 
cannot, om with their Mow and _or- 
rupt ted reaſon. 
'e hays ſeen wer what ſevere Penal- | 
ties Gb althty 3 "a Bp At -unto'the} Jews, 
who aryl eſtament were the 
- peculiar .pe b- x and Church'sf God'; and 
Sh WR tremendovs* Judgments Thoſe 
who violated that Law wetefroih time to 
ume purſued. 'We have | alfa *hea-& 'ovr 
Saviour's Expoſiti n of 'the th. Command- 
ment. and how 11 reaches t e Motions and 
AﬀeRtions of the Soul as well as" the ex- 
ternal at, and it hath' been Proved by 
Divine Anthority that the; iving of 4 Per- 
fon or People up t5 Uncleanneſsis a "Juſt 
Judgment 9 Gol for having forſaken him. 
150. Jat now it remains that we take' no- 
tice. in. what manner, and” under what Pe- 
nalties Chaſtity | Is enjoyn'd to' Chriſtians 
pnder .the Mr Teſtament. We find then 
1n- the. 15 yg As, v. 25. That For- 
Rapone lx of the thing s which*tke 
FE eras Meeting: or General Coun- 
0 


ga NT forbid} by the 

rity by NE aol Ghoſt, by which 
ST we Bog that not 6aly Mar- 
| rage 


RIEL) 
x 
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that 'as they had yielded their Adembers Ser- 
wants to Uncleanneſs, ſo now, they were to yield 
their Members Servants unto Holineſs. Chap. 
8, 7. He tells them, That if they live efter 
the Fleſh- they ſhall die. Chap. 13. 13, 14- 
We are forbid to walk in Chamhering and 

the feſ 


 Wantouneſs, or to make proviſion for 
- #0 fallfll the Lufts thereof ; the Reading of 


which latter Verſe, St. Aafin was direQ- 
<d-to by a Voice when walking in his 
'Garden, which bid him 74ke up the Bible and 
As ; - read, 


123. 


324 


An Eſſay towatds. 
read, and. falling upon that.. Text he was 
thereby converted,.. he palteg.! been former: 
ly much given to Uncleannels. | 

_ Then 10 1 Cor. Chap., 5. he ſeverely ce- 


' Proves the Church of Corinth, . for not ha- 
_ ving, cenſured the inceſtuous . Perſon who 


was, one of their Members, tho? guilty of 
ſuch a ſort of Fornication as . was, not. 10 
much as named amongſt.che Gentiles, viz. 
That one ſhould haye his Fathers Wite, 
not that never any ſuch: thing - was com- 
mitted amongſt the Gentiles, for Hiſtory 
teaches. us the contrary ; but when it did 


happen, it was never , ſpoken of nor, menti-. 
oned, without horror, and washlways look- 


ed\ ypon as Monſtrous and Ominous /: 
And therefore. to take away the. ſcandal 


from the Chriſtian Church, : the .Apoſtle' 


Orders him to,be delivered up to Satan, z.e. 
Excommunicated, and- caſt out of. the $o- 


ciety. of 'the Church, by which Cenſare he 


was thrown out of the Kingdom of Chriſt - 


as an Exile, and by Conſequence deprived 
of his protection, by which he became a 
Subjet or rather a Slave to Satan, the 
God of this World, there being no 44e- 
dium. betwixt thoſe two, of being either 
a Subjet of Chriſt or a Subje&t of Satan, 
and therefore 'he who is caſt out of the 
Church clave . xox errante, may very well 


' be ſaid to be delivered up.to Satan. It's 
true there are ſome, who. think 


| that by 
theſe werds-was meant a delivering of 
him up. to Satan to. be tormented by ſome 
bodily diſtemper, but that Expoſition.-is 

vx. too 


I 
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tvo "mich; forced ta 'be relied: bn. ' In the 
9th. and 11th; Verſes! of 'that-Chapter the 
Apoſtle forbids them. ſo much 4s to ear with 
4 Brother. who is a Fornicator, {ſuch was the 
purity of Life that the Holy Ghoſt enjoin- 
ed to all Chriſtians. - | 

In.'the 6th. Chap. the Apoſtle informs 
us That nether | Formeators nor Adukterers , 
nor Effeminate, nor abuſers of themſehves with 
mankind ſhalt inherit the Kingdom! of God 5 

and by Conſequence we .giay Judge that 
they - were: neither fit to Members of 
Churches,” nor\/indeed of . Politick and Ci- 
vil Societes with - Chriſtians. ' \In'the 11 
Verſe, he tells them ſuch were ſome. of you; 
but now ye are Santtified. V. 13. He. ſays 
that the body uw not for Fornication, but for 
the Lord, and the Lord for the Body,' And 
in the 15,:and 16. V.- argues: againſt 'Forni- 
cation from \ the abſurdity of it in Chri- 
ſtians, who thereby - made! rheir bodies that 
are Members of Chriſt Members of an' Harlot, 
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which :was as :much as 'to ſay that you * 


cannot make Chriſt | a partaker' of Forni- 
cation with you; and \therefore when you 
are guilty of thoſe - abominable-*fins you 
diſunite your ſelf from' Chriſt, - and: offer 
violence to your 'own | bodies by pulling 
your: ſelf; away from Chriſt, 2nd joining 
your ſelf to an-Harlot. | 

In the 18th. Verſe he' enjoins | them . to 


flee. Fornication, becauſe He that committeth 


Fornication' ſinneth againſt 14: own Body, that 
is, in a ſpecial manner, * he diſhonoureth his 
Body by making it a Member of an _ 

| ot 


| At Efiay towatds | 
lot: and difuhiting it /from Obriſt ;hemak- 
eth that Body - which the \Holy Ghoſt diſ- 
daineth not to chouſe for -a Temple\j/% 
Cage of Unclean ſpirits, and ſo provoketh 
the Holy ſpirit -t6 abandon -it,” - who vill 
not dwell in an Impure' place. .\and as 
Whoredom. brings 4. more dire&/ blemiſh 
upon the body than any. other ſin.;doth, 
ſo it tends to the: diſſolution and deſtru> 


con '6f» the frame of the'Body. 4 
In the.'4th., Chapter, thee Apoſtle treats 
of Marriage as a proper\/Remedy againſt 
Fortiiication, - and | therefore © neceſſary :and 
commendable, not that 'it was Originally 
inſtituted as -a Remedy againſt Fornicati- 
tion, for it was appointed in + Paradiſe, 
during the\State of Innocence, when there 
-was. no \ſuch thing as \Fornication ;; - but 
it became neceffary for that end ſince the 
fall, and therefore as /propagation was "the 
primary end of Marriage,” the avoiding- of 
Fornication became- a Secondary end—— 
The -reafon' of the Apoſtles miſiſting-upon 
this, is in the opinjon of Commentators, be- 
cauſe there- were fome :among'/ 'the Corijn- 
thians, 'to-whom he wrote, who Counter- ' 
feiting'Chaſtity deſpifed Marriage, and'fell 
mto hurtful] and filthy Luſts ; and-others 
again under. pretence of Chaſtity-prerend- 
' ed to diſſolve their Marriage Contract, tamd 
put away 'their  Wiyes, that they might 
attend with more diligence- and ' aſliduity 
upon the Service'of God, and therefore t6 
obviate-both thoſe abſurd-opinions;he fſhews 
' the | necellity-and%ſahtity of 2: warriige 
| , re. 


a G:ncral Þiltozy of Thozing! 
itate, tho' he- owns that .in conſideration of 
the then troubleſome times, -and the -per- 
ſections which attended/the. Church, - it 
' was] better for. thoſe Chriſtians. who, had 
the/Gift of-Continency not to marry than, to 
encuniber themſelves with Families, and the 
neceſſary cares of providing for a- Family, 
hich- do always tollow upon Marriage ; 
| butar the ſame time-he [tells them that /tis 
better to Marry than'to. Burn, ; and recalls 
Marriage -to its Primitive inſtitution / in 
the 2d, Verſe, thus, er every. Man have his 
own Wife, 'a*d "let, every Woman have ber 
own Husband : By which he exprefly Con- 
demns Digamy 'and Polygamy.— And then 
he 'tells Getn the duty of Married Perſons 
that tho” they rhight. for” a time abſtain 
trom the Marriage-Bed by mutoal conſent, 
in order. to give themſelves to:faſting and 
prayer, yet they: were nor 20 defrandione a+ 
'nother, but to come together again, leſt; Satan, 
the - Author of all UncleanneG,.. ſhou'd 
tempt them for their- Incontinence, fo'that 
by this Chapter it is plain, that that Ce- 
libacy. which” the Romiſh/ Clergy: pretend 
to obſerve is none of God's appointment, 
ar therefore-?tis ihot to be wondred af, 
that 'they who have £0 contemptuouſly -re- 
je&ed- the Sacred- ordinance of - Marriage 
ſhovld. be” given'np to-thoſe Brutiſh 'Lults 
which: have 'made:them the ſcandal of the 
Chriſtian World. The Holy. Papimitins 
when it "was moved in the Council of Vice 
that the Clergy ſhoyld abſtain from their 


Wives, oppoſed it by his Authority, or ra- 


*ther 
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ther by the Apoſtles Authority, tellingem 
that Marriage was honourable, and that a 
Mans lying':with his :own: Wife: was: no 
breach 'of Tmſticy, upon- which the, Coun- 
cil cotamended- his': opinion, and,ordain'd 


. nothing in that affair as. we are- told by 


Sozomen Hiſt.' Tripartit: ' Lib. 2.\C., 14+, $0 
that ' the* Canon which is -now . numbred 
amongſt 'thoſe 'of that: Council forbiddin 
the Marriage of the Clergy 'ts with-g 
reaſon lookt .npon as/ſuppoſtittons, | 


. In the 5th. of the Galatians, V. 19. the-- 


Apoſtle tells us, That the Works of the fleſh 
are Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs,' Laſci- 
viouneſs ; and in the 24th: Verſe, he tells us 
that they that are Chriſts/have Crncihed the 
fleſh with the-AﬀeCtions/and Luſts, 1o that 
thoſe who/wallow in ſuch 1mpyrities let *em 
call themſelves or be called-by others what 
they' pleaſe,” *irs plain that they have for- 
feited their Title to the name of Chriſtians. 
In' the 24; of the Epheſians, he reckons 
thoſe who walk inthe Luſts. of the fleſh, and 
Fullfill the deſires thereofi amongſt 'rbe Children 
of wrath and diſobedience who ' walk according 


'. #0 the Prince of the power of the Air. Our 


Luſtfull Gallants and Beans . would be rea- 
dy to run” any marr thro” the Lungs who 
ſhould call them Children of the Devil, and 
yet they- are' called ſuch "in expreſs terms 

y the Holy Ghoſt ; ſo that it's/not_ to. be 
wondred at that they do ſo much-ſpurn at 


all revealed Religion. | 


7 


In 
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fa; the 4th. Chapter, "the Apoſtle calls 
them off trom, the Impurities of -the Gen- 
tites, 'who had given themſelves oper wita Laſ 
c#viouſneſs, to work all, Uncleauntſs with. Gree- 
dineſs, telling, them they bhad- not Jo learned 
Chriſt. In the 5th; Chapter he commands 
. that Fornication and Uncleanneſs ſhould not 
once benamed amongſt them;neither Filt hineſs nor. 
. Fooliſh ralking nor Jeſting which are / not con- 
convenient, and the reaſon he. ſubjoins, is 
this, That zo Whoremongers zor Unclean per- 
fon bath any Inher@ancce, in the Kingdom of 
Chriſt and of .God —— Then whether they 
deſerve. the name of Chriſtians whoſe chief 
delight is in Play-Houſes, where Fooliſh 
Jeſting and Talking is their principal'En- 1; 
tertaigment ; or. whether they are; to be Þ 
accounted ſuch who wallow in Fornicati- 1 
on and Adultery, and who make their keep- 
ing of Miſſes , and Debaucking of Women | 
the. Grand ſubje&t of their EE erfarioh, | 
R in all-pyblick Companies, let any reafan-- , | 
1 able-man Judge, | 
1 - In the 3d Chapter of the, Caloſians he 


% * ” 
—— on_— —_ —_— 


_ - —— —-— <a - » - - 


g rommands Chriſtians to mortify their Member x 
r | mhich are upon the Earth, VIZ, Fornication; 
S Uncleanne ſs; ' inordinate Afﬀettion, &c. For 


0 which things ſake the wrath of God cometh on | 
id Childrenof diſobedience. "a | 
ns Ih: the 11th. of the Hebrews and 16th, 
ve | - verſe. he warns; them to. rake heed that there 
at | be n0\Fornicator nor Profane Perſon among ft 
them like 'Eſan; : wbo ſold bis Birth-right for one 
Morſel, Perſons who are addicted to their 

1n || - Luſts 'being ready at any time to.ſell thetr 
- $0 | $9 ſhate* 
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| ſhare of Heaven and Religion ſo they may 
butenjoy their Vile deſires : and in the-1 3th. 
 Chapter-and'qth. Verſe he tells them that . 


Marriage is honourable in all,and the Bed unde- 
filed, bur Whoremomgers and Adulterers God will 
Judge, by which the. Apoſtle obviates the 
falſe Do&rine of thoſe Seducers- foretold 
in the iſt. of 7ijmorhy and. 4. who: ſhould 
forbid Marriage, and tells.them thatWhore- 
dome is ſo grievous a {in in the fight of 
God, that In a peculiar manner he will pu- 
niſh ſuch* perſons himſelf. © 

"is fit alſo ro beobſerved here, that the 
Fapiſts and other Sets who: forhid 'or re- 
ſtrain the uſe, of Marriage were 'there- 
unto. prompted. at firſt by a falſe ſhew of 
Purity and | Santtity,” which- demonſtrates 
how abominable they reckoned - the fin of 
Uncleanneſs., when they thought that Con- 
jugal Society rendered men unfit for their 
Cevotions, but their unhappy miſtake was 
attended with _miſchievous Conſequences, 
for inſtead of that purity which they aim- 
ed at by- diſpiling Marriage. which is .of 
Divine inſtitution, they fell into all man- 
ner of Uncleanneſs as 1s known to thoſe who 
have. read the Hiſtories of the Encratites, 
Maretonjtes, Fatians, Manichees,c. whoſe Er- 
rors and' Vitious PraQtiſes as to that mat- 


rer,the Popiſh Monks have ſerv'd/themſelves 


heirs. to, and therefore \cannot avoid fal- 


ling under the reach of that Propheſie, 1t. . 


of Timothy and 4th. tho* they have ſtrain'd 


their Wits toward it off from theinſelvs. 


The 
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The Apoſtle Perer in. his 1ſt; Epiſtle 1. 
Cap. and 14: Verſe forbids Chriſtians. to 
faſhion themſelves according to. - their former 
Luſts, and in his 2d Cap.. x1. v. he.com- 
mands | them . tro abſtain from fleſhly Luſts 
which: War againſt the Squl---In the 2d. 
Chapter of his 2d. Epiſtle he tells us, Thar 
God turned the . Cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
ah intro aſhes, making them an enſample un» 
ro "thoſe that after ſhould- lrve Ungodly.- -In 
the gth. verſe he ſubjoins that. the Lord 
knows how to. reſerve the ubjuſt unto the day 
of Judgment to be puniſh'd, . but. chiefly. them 
that walk after the fleſh in the Luſt of Vu- 
cleanneſs, and in the 14th. Verſe ke fays, 
They hall receive the reward of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, having eyes full of Adultery and that can- 
not ceafe from. ſin. 
© The Apoſtle Jade 1n- his. General E- 
piſtle tells us; That Sodom and Gomorrah 
giving themſelves over to Fornication, and go- 
ing after. ſtrange flesh" are ſet forth fer. an 
Example, ſuffering the Vengeance of Eternal 
Fire, he deſcribes alſo thoſe who walk. af- 
fer their Unpodly Luſts to be mockers, which 
is as Viſible in oor modern Beaus and Gal- 
lants as ever it was in any, there being 
none who do more mock and deſpiſe Religi- 
onthen ſuch, and now *tis become Famili- 
ar to them to run down Revelation and 
the Divine Authority of the Holy Scrip+ 
tures, wh __ 
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[n the 14th+ of the Revelzrions' and 4th. 


The 144©00 who ate there ſaid to be ſaniging's 


new ſong in Heaven, in the Company of the © 


' Lamb, ave deſcril/d tobe ſuch as bad not defi- 


led themſelves with Women ,, That is, fuch as 
had not polluted themſelves with -Unlaw- 
full Luſts, but "had / poſſeſſed their _ Veſſels 
in San&ification and Honour, as . Chriſtians . 
are adviſed to do.. 1 Thtff. 4. 4. Not' that 
they had abltain'd from Marriage, for that 
is Honotrable and ſuch a ſtate as tends to 
the preſervation of Chaſtity, but they had 
eſcaped* the pollution which' was. 'in the 
Wo-:1d, thro* Luſt ; its. true that the Senſe 
of the// place is not wholly -reſtrifted- to a 
bodily Chaſtity, but includes. alſo a Spi-- 
ritual Purity, Freedom from 1dolatry,. and 
Communication. with falſe Religions, but 
that it does alſo relate, to bodily Chaſti- 
ſtity, is unanimouſly agreed upon by Inter- 
preters. |. Sn bole hoy} 
It is alſo obſervable-. that the Holy 
Ghoſt, to teſtify his. hatred of Uncleanneſs 


"hath repreſented Antichriſt the Anti-chri- 


ſtian Chorch, and 'the Idolatry of that 'So- 


- ciety, ufider the name of a Whore, the Mo- 


ther of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth : 


_ thoſe that are poyſon'd with' her Idol” 


trous Dodtrine,tere preſents as having com> 
mitted Fornication with her, and drunk of 
her Golden" Cup fult of Abominations and 
Filthineſs of her Fornication, Rev. 17. And- 
indeed to any that have read the wicked 


- Lives 'of many of the Popes, and- conſider 


the impurity of their Monks and Nuns, 
| their 
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their contempt of Marriage, their Unlaw- 


full Divorces, and Diſpenſations for Un- 
lawfull_ Marriages. *' It wilt-- appear” that 
. there's 'great ' reaſon to: call the Church'of 


Rome a' Whore ina Literal Senſe. 

In the 21ſt. of the Revelations, we are 
told that Whoremongers' ſhall have their part 
in the Lake 'which Burneth' with Fire' «n1 
Brimſtone : and in the 23d. we are told, 
That Whoremogers are excluded from the new 
Jeruſalem 'in Company of /Mnrders, Ido- 
laters- and Sorcerers. | So «much for the 
 Hiſtoryof Whoredom, as far” as it'is touch- 

ed in the'Old\and New Teſtament,” eithey 
as to the Inſtances thereof, 'the- Judgments 


inflicted upon 'the ' praftioners* of ir; ' the - 


Laws concerning /ir, and the puniſhments 
threatned againſt the Breakers of- thoſe 
Laws, both m this World'and that which 
IS TO COME. þ 
Having finiſhed that 'part of oor Hiſto- 
ry for which the Scripture: hath furniſhed 
vs with materials. We come in the next 
lace to profane Hiſtory, for Inſtances re- 
. lating to our Subjet. 'We have already 
'made uſe of ſome Inſtances -from Joſephs 
and other Hiſtorians, Obirer as they had a 
Relation to the: Scripture paſſages that we 
were-upon, but come now-to: make uſe of 
them intirely for our Colleions;,--and 


' think - it - fit to acquaint the , Reader- 


that we muſt look back again in order 


' of time, becauſe *rwas thought beſt to have 


the Scripture Inſtances altogether. 


__ $ A K 3 -.3" - We 


Sn , 


"" 


134 


* _- An Effiy towards = 
'We have formerly made mention of Se- 
niramss, in the; Account which we gave of 
the deſtruction. of Babylon, all that we have 
now. to add,.-is, that Juſtin. Lib. 1, gives 


- this Account of her, that after her Husband 


Ninuws. Death, ſhe puts on Mans apparre}, 
and feigned her ſelf to be Ninws het own 
Son, who was : but a. Youth, and there- 
fore ſhe was affraid that he would not be 
able to manage; the Scepter, Semiramis be- 
ing a, Woman 'of low Stature, and ſmall / 
Voice," was' eaſily miſtaken for her - Son, 
and the better to conceal the fraud, . ſhe 
covered her. Arms and Legs,-put a Tiara 
or. round Ornatnent reſembling a Bonnet, 
upon her - head, and the better. to pre- 
vent , ſuſpicion of-:a diſguiſe, Ordered her 
Subjedts to/ apparellthemſelves in that ſame 


' manner, under the Netion of a.new faſhi- 


on, ſo that, ſhe .paſs'd for -her Son. with- 
out any doubt.or , helitation,- and having 
under this diſguiſe enlarged her Husband's 
Conqueſts as was- formerly ſaid, ſhe con- 
ceived that the Greatneſs of. her Actions * 
had put her beyond-the reach of Envy, and 


therefore diſcovered her ſelf, which was 


ſo far from, leſſening her, that it mighti- 


ly advanced her Reputation, | but giving 


her fIf up- afterwards to Brutiſh Luſts, as 
was formerly. -mentioned,, ſhe became en- 
amoyred on-her- own Son,” who thereup- 
on. killed her, and thus ſhe tarmſt'd all her 
former Glory and brought-her ſelf to an dn- 
timely death by her unnatural Luſt"after ſhe 
-Ragn'd 42 years1in- Great Honour, b- | 

| 1 er. 
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. Her ,Son.. Nings,. tho' he abhorred his 
Mothers Inceſtuous Amours, yet being Heir 
co. her | Vices. as well as her,” Throne, - as 
if he. had "really changed Sexes as well as 
Hahit with. his Mother, he became Effe- 
minate-and TLuſtfyl;” and ſpending his time 
Ingloriouſly.”, among Women,” was. rarely 
ſeen. of any- men,. and. ſo concluded his 
days with Ignominy, leaving'that unmanly 
pattern, to, his ſucceſſors, that they ſe'dom 
were ſeen of any of gheirSubjects.,and thys the 
- Aſſyrian Empire which continued near 139 
. years, was extinguiſhed by the 'Effemina- 

cy. and Laſts . of their, Princes and People, 
' and came to. a, Concluſion it the 'Inglott- 
ous. Reign of | $ardanapals, who! . Reigned 
as ſome _Anthors. thigk. when ona was, 
ſent . to Preach Repentince,” to * Ninj- 
ve,. but. this 'cannot be relied pon,” the 
Learned..do. ſo much differ-as to the point 
of Chronology ; However, this is agreed 
upon, by all hands, that he was a LuRtful 
_.-and .Effetninate . Prince, and gave him- 

ſelf ſo , much up to. Yolupruouſnefs- - that 
he. would ſit and Spin in a "Womans 
Habit amengſt. his Concubines. And fee- 
ing it. is commonly. found by Experience 
that. people imitate the bad "example of 
their Princes ; there's no great redſo th 
doubt but that the Ninwires, amongſt 
whon) he reſided, were tainted with.hisVices 
and became diſſolvte, ſo that they very 
well deſerved thoſe Judgments denonhc'd 
againſt them by T:ab, and Hiſtorians, as 
Juſtin, Peran, and Scaliger acquaint vs, 
* > 2200. | K 4 __ .- That 
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+ That, the, wiſer part of his Subjefts loath- 


WE ed ed mer bins Indignation that 
10 many... 


Att Eſſay towarys * = 
ing to, be. Govern'd. by fochan Weny 
Debauchee, Rebell'd-againſt him, under th 


Conduct of | Arſaces Governor”, of "Media, 


who. coming to ſee him and being adroit- 


ted to. his preſence with Gre ulty, 
found him in Womans Habit'SpinningÞpur- 


ple.-upon..a_Diſtaff,, amongſt” a "Com 
of his Whores, to whom he'divided. 
ſeveral Tasks of Wool, &c. And perc 
ing him to, be more Effeminate, and” E; 
{ciyious ,in., his looks, than any of "the Wo- 
any..Warlike Men ſhould be Gover- 
by. a. Perſon who diſown'd his Sex and 


ned by, | 
handled a iſtaff inſtead of a Sword, fo that oo 


having acquainted his Companions with 
what he had ſeen, they Confſpired againſt 
him., Belieged him in” Nimive' for two 
Jearks and, reduced him to ſach'ſtraits that 
in.a. deſperate humoy he retired into his 
Palace, where having Ere&ed a-'Foneral 
Pile, and.laid all - his'moſt precious Move- 
ables vpon it, he burnt himſelf with his 
Vives, Children and Pallace; (which was 
e only thing wherein he' diſcovered a 


the on 


” 2 


Man TEUPIL) Ordering the ' following 


diſtich to be engraven on-his Tomb 
Hec habeo que edi, queque Exſaturata Li- 
©, bido_ gp nay. 
Haufit at a_Tacent multa ac preciura reli- 
| (has "7 the Cx "os" F q 


Which 
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Which fſays' 4-4/orle was a fitter- Epitaph 
- for a'Bull then a King z/ It'may be Para- 

phras'd-in Engl: thus, 55 > #7 


. | Thoſe. things 1 have which delight T ate,” |: 

' And' alſo ok which did Luſt aſſwage 
Yet thay deſires are ſtill inſeriits F': 

| Atta ; at oughts left behind, enflames my rage. 


| | The Maes having held the Empire 350 

years, It then fell into handsof the Perſians 
under the Condu@Q of Cyras.;”and that the 
Perſian Women were not” over: modeſt ap- 
pears by the method. they taok® to encon- 


rage their \Men, when they badithe worſt 


in the Battle at firſt, with' Afyages, viz. 
| When the Perſians beganto-rrun, their Wo- 
men uncovered their Secret parts, upbraid- 
ded them with Cowardice; and askt whi- 
ther they -would hide themfelves.-in the 
Bellies of their Mothers and Wives,-which 
did fo animate 'them,” that from a-principal 
of ſhame , they returned to: the Battles, 
came off Vieorious, and by | that means 
laid” the ' Foundation -of the Perfiar Mo- 
narchy, which was afterwards overturn'd 
by 'Fffeminacy and Laſciviouſneſs, - as: we 
- ſhall ſee in its'place, and that the Perſians 
ſhould have immers'd themſelves in Laſcivi- 
., oufneſs is fo much the more remarkable and 


inexcuſadle becauſe their Emperor Cyrus to 


break the Warlike Temper of the Zydians, 
whom he had/overcome;, thought it not e- 
nough to, deprive-'them of ''their' Horſes 
and ' Arms,” but 'commandgd - them to ex- 


- 'erciſe 
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_..- An Eſſay towards- - 
erciſe themſelves in Publick-Houſes, Plays, 
and” Bawdy=Honſes:; and thus fays Tuſtin 


Lib. 1. this' pe _ who before were 
invincible in War, pep oog by their 1n- 
duſtry -and - redoubtable by their//Valour, 


loſt their Ancient Gallantry by their Ef- 
feminate Delicacy and Luxury. And that 


this Wantonneſs had invaded their Throne 
is evident from the Inſtance of Candavles 


© their King; who doting ypon,.his Wife, 


becauſe 'of her Incomparable. Beauty, com- 
mended her in all Companies,  ayd not 
ſatifged with: that, he was; ſo' mad as to 
ofe her Naked to the yiew of Gyges 
his Favourite, by appointing him a Secret 
rms. in- her Bed-Chamber, which the C, 
iving,. tho? unknown to her Husband 

was' fo. much incens'd at-it, that ſhe 

d it'to Gyges, cither to kill the King 

and enjoy her and-the —_ om, Or to 
epare for death himſelf, the former of 
which conditions. he accepted, and r- 
formed, and thus was Candaules poni ed 


for. his Voluptuouſneſs by loſing-hisLife 
- and Crown and having his. Race'-extin- 


guiſhed. 


- "Juſtin ithis 1. Bookacquaints ys alſo. that | 
one of the Magi called Comaris, being im- 
yoogen by Cambyſes to kill his Brother Aer - 


, performed -it- Secretly, and Camby- 
ſes- dying in the "mean time 'of a Wound 


- he received by his. own &word,' Comaris ſet 


on ornghn: - axxo Oropaſtes:'for King, 
erpides, 0 whom the Suc- 

 ceſfion _ after. a a Grouſe 
beiig 
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was very like Meigity 3 but the . matter 


being afterwards ſu 
ble man . found it. out by.his own Daugh- 
_ ter that+ was one of the King's :Concu- 
bines, ſhe by her. Father*s perſwaſion felt 
Oropaſtes his head .when he was aſleep, and 
finding that he had no Ears, acquainted 
her Father - with-it, who thereby knew 
that it was Oropaſtes, whoſe Ears Camby- 
ſes had ordered to be cut off, and impart- 
ing it to. the reſt of the Nolilis. From 


pected -- Orthanus a No- 


whom it was eaſie- to conceal. it becauſe | 


the Kings of - Perſia- under - a. ſhew , of -Ma- 
jeſty were kept from the view of their 
ſlew both the: Brothers,” thus was Qropaſtes 
deprived of his Life .and Crown -by the 
Treachery of one. of his Concubines.. 
The next: paſſage. we meet with in J#- 
ftin for 'our purpoſe, 1s that of the Seyrh;- 
an Women, whoſe Husbands' being long 
abſent, he ſays, 15 years: in ſubduing Aſa, 
they ſent Meſſengers to them, telling them, 
that if they did not return, they 'wou'd 
take care to have oft-ſpring by their Neigh- 


or: they- conſpired againſt him-- and - 


bours, and that the Women ſhould not be 


to blame if the Race of the. Scythians failed, 
whereupon they returned. having impoſed 
a {mall Tribute upon the Aſcatieks, rather 
as an acknowledgment of ther . Conqueſts 
then as a Reward - of 'their Vidory.—— 

That. ſame - Author, Book 2d.  tefls us 


that + the Scyrhians having ſtaid 7 Years 


 fromtheir Wives in theirzd. Expedition in- 
to Aſia, the Women reckoning They Thad 
TIES | een 


- . 
- 
be 4 
X . 
g L = : 
- oo - . 4 
” 0 
« 
4, oP" ' . 
, 
. 


r39 


_ — OO OA AAA" Cry RA 
% 


—_— 
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| been all <ut off, Married their Servants 
who" were left at hometo look after theit 
Catrtle: 6 that when their Husbands' re- 
turned 'ViQtorious, they ' were look'd up- 


on as Foreign Invaders, and therefore'their 


' Servants” kept them our by force of _ Arms, 


ſo that” after diverſe. Skirmiſhes with Va- 
rious fortune, the 'Scythians conſidering that 


_ thoſe who! oppoſed them were their Ser- 


'vanits, they agreed -to make ye of Whips 
apainſt them inſtead of Arms, which had 


{o'pood ſucceſs that their - Servants, as if 


their Servile 'Spirits' had returned to' them, 
upon” the” ſight of the Whips, fled beforc 


'them. 


_ Its alſo fit to take notice here, that'the 


_ . the reſt; by enjoyment bf their 


' Women 'ſo "much fam'd 'in the World by 


the Name of Amazons, were Wives 'to. a 


Colony or rather an Ihundation of Seythi- 
ans, who ſettling themſelves-in Cappadocia 


about the River 7 bermodoon, and ung 
ſubdued” their Neighbours ,, -were at Ia 
wholly cut off "by-a Conſpiracy of ' the 


people whom they had - Conquered, upon 


which their ' Women" took - Arms, and not 
only defended their own- Territories:-but 


enlarg'd” their 'Dominions, and being aC- 


couſtomed to Govern men; lookt ypon Mar- 
riage as a fervityde, ent off all the Men 
that were remaining. among them. . thar 
none of them migtit fee! more; ha app py than 
usbands, 

and then having ohtained Peace, once 4 year 
they. convers'd with the Men of- Nei h- 
bedring Nations, and. if they > t 
rth 
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forth Males they, | either killed” theny or / 
ſent then! /home to their” Fathers, but'the 
Females they bred -up't» "the 'uſe of Arms, 
and all manly Exerciſes, burningone of - 
their Dugs that it" 'wight not hinder them 
to bend their Bow$;'ard preſerving ' the 
other to ſuckle their Girls. Amongſtthoſe 
Amazons are ſaid to haveReign'd the Famous 
Queens, - Martheſia, 'Empero,- Otrera, 'Pen> 


theſilea, "Thaleſtris, &c.” and theit Monar-. 


chy \is faid to have continued till the time 
of Alexander the Great. 

Some will have all' that is writ of the 
Amazprs to \be 'a meer Fable, and others, 
that all the ſtories \ of them was” occaſion- 
ed by their Womens bearing Arms, and 
Fighting in Battle as well as the Men-; 

and it may be, being -more numerous in 
diverſe.-of thoſe Battles, than 'the Men 
who 'were either abſent 'Oor conſumed. in 
thoſe Expeditions, they had the Chief Com- 
mand, avis obſerved by Juan Orelhan the Spa- 
niara, who diſcovered that greatRiver: alla 
by the Name of the River of the Amazons 
in the Weſft-Indies, upon: the Banks of 
which he perceived the Women in' Arms. 
to exceed the men in number, and to Com- 
mand them, and upon that Account, he gave 
the Name aforeſaid to thar River. 

But however the: matter be, it affords 
vs this Obſervation, that "ail Kingdoms 
and States ought to take” care "ot en- 
couraging Marriage , - and to. avoid as 
much as may be "the Exhauſting of their 
Men by Wars, - Colonies- or - Gonquelts, 

which 


"7", ns i 


143 


- ſtruction of Propagation, and 


which. do. naturally occaſion the want, of 
a ſufficient number of Males to ſupply 
the Females, whence proceeds Whoredom, 
Uncleanneſs, . and Luxury, which infallibly 
iſſues -in . Contempt of Marrigge 4:46 Ob- 


"= 


ruin of 
a--peopie.-; i... ; 

Before we | come -to.. give an Account 
hok the. Perſian Monarchy was overturn'd 
by Luxury and: Laſciviouſneſs, we ſhall 
have occaſion to tonch upon. fome Remark- 
able Revolutions, occaſioned amongſt ;the 


Greeks by Uncleanneſs. The firſt that we 


meet with in 7aſtin is that of ' Djocles King 
or Goyernour of Arbens, who having forc- 
ed-a 'young Woman, he was-in Revenge 
thereof killed by- her- Brother, whereup- 
on Hippias Brother, to. Djocles ordered the 
youngman to be apprehended, and. put- 


_ ting'him upon the;.Rack, examined him 
- concerning thoſe that were privy - to” his 


deſign, the -young manin further Revenge 


" for this 'new Injury; Nam'd all the Ty- 
rant's Friends, who being. put to "Death 


upon his 'Accuſation,, Hijppias ask'd if he 
knew of any more that were Conſcious 
to his Crime, To this the young, man 


anſwered, . That there - were no more at 


whoſe Death he could gladly rejoyce but 
the Tyrant. himſelf, which the .Gitizens 


took \as a Signal: to recover their loſt Li- 
.berty, and drove Hippizs into Exile, who 


thereupon joining with the Perſians againſt 
his own Country wasflain in Battle— And 
here it's proper to add that the Effemi- 

| ; \ _ nacy 
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* nacy. and Luxury of , the Perſians _ under 
the Reign Xerxes,was the chief cauſe of the 
ſhamefull overthrows which they received 
by the Grecians. SHE Fro ih 

T he next Remarkable” inſtance which 
we find for. obr purpoſe in Fiz, 1s that. 
in his 3d. Book of the War betwixt the 
Meſſenians and Lacedemoonians, occaſioned by 
the former's havingRaviſhed theVirgins be- 
longingto the latter,whilſt they were atSa- 


'. crifice, upon which the Lacedomineans bound 


- themſelves by a ſolemn Oath neyer to re- 
hn Bea: th ntry till t 1 t: 
'ken in Meſſenia, which laid the Founda- 
tion of Inteſtine Diſcord, and Civil War 
In Grecia—— The Siege. of 'this Town 
continued 10 years, during which time the 
Lacedemonian Women being not able to 
brook the want .of their Husbands -Com- 
pany, they ſent heavy complaints-to them 
upon - that head, but the Lacederggnians be- 
ing unwilling to violate their tt 

at the ſame time ſenſible that their people 


muſt needs decreaſe, they fell upon this Me-. 


dium, to ſend home all the young men who 
had come as Recruits to their Camp' af- 
ter the taking of the ſaid Oath, and-al- 
lowing them the Liberty to Accompany 
_ with the Women, the Children begor 
by this promiſcuous Copulation, were as 
a Brand of their Mothers Infamy called 
Parthenii, and arriving at the Ape of 30, 
they were ſo muchafraid of coming toWant, 
becauſe they knew not whom to call Father, 
nor which way to have any Patrimony, _ 

under 


eir Country till they had ta-' 


hs, and _ 


42. 
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under the. Condu& of Phalantus Son to 4- 
rat, Who,was. the Author "of the Advige 
to.ſend the. young men from the Camp a- 
boveſaid, they reſolved” to ſeek new Ha- 
bitations.. for. themſelyes, and ſo ' without 
Jo much as {aluting or taking leave of their 
Mothers, from whom they deriv'd the It: 
famy. of. being Baſtards, - they arriv'd; at 
laſt in _Jraly, ſubdued the . Taventines, atd 
ſettled in their Country. | But to retutn 
to. the Meſſenians, they were at' laſt over- 
come, by the Lacedemonians, in two Wars, 


the 1ſt, of 20 and the 2. of14 years" contin- 


vance,. and reduced to a miſerable ſlavery, 
which was originally. occaſion'd as we 'haye 
juſt .now heard þy their Uncleanneſs. 
Oar next Inſtance is in Juſtin 'Lib. 5: 
concerning  7Timea Queen to Ag King of 
Lacedemon, who being guilty of Adulte- 


. Ty.with ,Alc;biades the Athenian, while an , 
Exile from his Country at her Husbands 


Court, M diſcovered to him the- deſign 
which. the 'Lacedemonians had againſt | his 


. Life, becauſe they envied, his Conduttand 


Glory, upon which Alcibiades fled to the 
Perſians, and having by his cunning prevail 
with the Achenians to recall him, the after» 


wards defeated the  Lacedemonians by Sea 


and Land, and brought them to ſue for | 


Peace, ſo deſtruftive to her Country was 
the Unlawfull Amours of | this Whorifh 


Queen, and ſo ruinous to the w ole Eaſt, 


and «particularly to Athers was the Viti- 
ous: Luſttull Temper of Alcibjades ;, the oc- 


. cafion of. whoſe Exile as abovemeattoned 


.- * was 
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was bs diſcovery. of ſomething, of the My- 
ſtery of Ceres'sWorſhip,or the ProfaneEleu- 


ſma5, £74, Which we, haye already deſcribed 
at large. The fatal Exic of this Great Man is 
alfa Reniarkable,viz.. Thathe was by theor- 
der of,the 30 Tyrants burnt in his Chamber 


when aſleep, a Iultaple piſkment from the 
hand of Dives Ju ice wi Xp acne 
in-impureL owever he deſeryed better 
Tenet at the hands of Ks Oh try. 

That ſame Author _in his ſixth. Book, 
acquaints_ vs" that after the death of Epa- - 
minondas the great Theban Eno "the 
Arbenians having.no Enemy to whet their 
Emulation or Exerciſe their Martial Cou- 
rage, grew Luxurious and Debanch'd, ſpent 
their Time and Revenues in publick Felti- 
vals and Plays, frequented the Stage and 
Play-Houſes more than the Camp, and did 
more extoll_ their Poets and Orators than 
their Captains and Generals;by which means 
they loſt their Glory,and rendred themſelveg 
and all Greece and Aſza a prey tothe Macedo- 
nians, formerly an obſcure people. 

Before we go any further in the Hi-. 
ſtory of the Uniawful Amours of Greece 
-it may not be improper to take notice 
of the ruine of Troy by the Grecian: after 
ten years War upon the account of the 
Rape of fair Helena from Menelaus a Gre- 
cian Prince, by Paris Son to Priamws King 
of Troy. This ſtory being known to eve- 
ry School-Boy, its needleſs to inſiſt upon 
it, but we ſhall only obſerve that the Luſt 


of Paris occaſioned the ruin of that King- 
L dom | 
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ry. Toſ Ali font. by Mags 
bath wr, Ps :an General to demand 


ſtag * Ffbm. Amyiitdss Kin "5 of Maced, 0 
"Ht Prince received them Kkind-' 
y,,and; the Ambaſſadors having drank. 


og in thelt timeof the Feaſt, ſo as their 
as inflanjed., they detnanded that 

ipht havethe Company of the Kings 
W ves and Daughters at their entertain- 


_ meiit, which they ſaid was a Pledge of 


Hoſj tality among the Perſians, The King 
thinking fit to grant it, the Perſians began 
to handle the Women immodeſtly, upon 
which. Alexander Son to King Amyntas de- 
ſir'd his Father to withdraw from the Ban- 
quet becauſe: of his Age-and Gravity, the 
Prince having done ſo, Alexander 4 little 
while after called out the Women, pre- 
tending that he would bring them back 
in a better dreſs, that ſo they might be the | 
more acceptable to the Perſians, .and in 
their place brought in as many youngMen i in 
Womens Habit with orders to puniſh the 
Ambaſſadors for their laſciyiouſneſs, and ac- 

cordingly 
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cordingly. when wy Xg0n. to handle them 


t Nephor i ths for- 
n. Love, with, her. Son 
$ESot 

usbg 


advance 


her - Mothers Inceſt and bloody, deſign, 
. yet Amyntas for.ghe Love: which he bare 
tro. the Children that he had by..this wic. 
ked- Woman ſpar'd her, "and the Unna- 
tural Beaſt afrer his Death murdered her 
own- Sons Alexander and Pergdiccas by him, 
tho? for their ſakes he had ſpared her Life ; 


and all this miſchief. ſhe commuirted, that 


ſhe might wallow without Interraprtion in 
her Impure Luſts. 

In-his gth Book he gives us an account of 
the death of Philip of Macedon Rather to A- 
lexander the Great, which was occaſioned 
partly by his having Divorc'd Olympias, on 
ſuſpicion ofAdultery,or with anAdulteroug 


dehgnto marry Cleoparra,and partly ago | 
alus 


he had not executed-Judſtice upon- Att 

for having Committed Sodommy upon Pau- 
ſanias, who fremently complained: of ir, 
- but was always diſmiſgd. with ſcorn, and 
therefore watching his Opportunity he 
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ſtabb'd Ph3153 dn the diy that he was'mor- 
ried_ to Cltopatra as walking betwixt his. 
own Sons, afterwards Alexander-the Great 


and A: *4nder his Son-it-Law. Thus this 


. Great Prince who had Conquer 'many 


Nations and Countries, became a Conqueſt 
and Vitim to his own Lyſts and'the Luſts 
of "others, and' octaſioned likewiſe the 


death O > nt w9P E leopatra, Olympias 
be hi 


z firft murdered *her**Davyhter, and 
che FREY *Cleoparra "t6 'hafig* her ſelf.” 
His 1cth; Book: forniſhes ''us with a 


_ very remarkable inſtance "of'' Artaxerxes 
King, of Perſia, who had 1 15 Jome ſay: 166 


Sons by. Concubines, and - three only 'by 
Lawfoll Marriage, for which Incontinence 
he was paniſh'd in th&Following 'manner 
his Son Darius being by the Indulgence of 
Artaxerxes admitted to the Throne while 


he . himſelf. was alive, contrary to the'Cu- 


ſtom of the Perſians, he ungratefullyCon- 


_ ſpired againſt his Father's Life, and enga- 


ged 49 of his Brethren in the Conſpiracy. 
The occaſion of this Unnatural Plot was 
yet more vile than' the Plor it ſelf, which 


_ "Juſtin relates thus, ' Artaxerxes having de- 
_ feated and killed his Brother Cyrus in the 


War betwixt them, he married Aſpaſia 


* "Cyrus his Concubine, and her Darius wou'd 


have” his Father to reſign to him 
as. well as his Throne, which the Indul- 
gent Father promiſed. co do at firſt, but 
repenting of it afterwards, he made her 
prieſteſs to the Sun that he might have 
a fair pretence of denying her to Darius, 

F "Wh 
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becauſe - according to the Prrſian ſuperſti - 
tion, thoſe of- that © Office muſt obſerve 
perpetuab Chaſtity, Darius taking this as 
a great affront, -entred into the Conſpi- 
racy- as abovementioned, which- being diſ- 
covered, the Inceſtuons and - Unnatnral 
Traitor with all his. Aſfociates, their Wires 
and Children - was cut. off, that there 
might be. no memorial left of: fuch a hor- 
rid piece of Villainy. Thus was Unclean- 
neſs juſtly puniſh'd both in Father and 
Children, and this Inſtance 1s fo much 
the more remarkable that it fell out bur 
a few years before the overthrow of the 
Perſian Monarchy. by Alexander the Great, 
which the Laſciviouſneſs and Effteminacy of 
the Perſiaus made eaſy to be effefted. 

Our next inſtance. is Alexander the Great, 
who tho in the height of his Youth and 
Conqueſts he obtain'd. ſo much Glory þy 
abſtaining from Darins his Beautiful-Queen 
and Daughters ' who were his Captives, 
yet giving himſelf afterwards up to Im- 
pare Pleaſures, he hath thereby rendred 
his Infamy -as Immortal as his Fame. 
It's obſerved of him by his Hiſtorian Cur- 


ris, that he was always more Famous in + 


War than- after Viftory, and that having 
broke the -Power of 'the Perſian Empire 
he degenerated into thoſe very Manners 
or rather Vices, which made the Perſians 
ſuch an eaſie Conqueſt to him. 'T hat ſame 
Author in his 5th. Book gives us an Ac- 
count, that Alexander having ftaid much 


longep at Babylon than he did at any 0- 
L-3 ther 
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ther place,'the Corrnpt Manners of the 
Citizens did; more; prejudice 'to..the Di- 
_—_— of his. Army than any thing they 

ad met witty before ;that +time ;- and in- 
deed the'Deſcription that-Curtivs, gives us 
of the 'abominable Luxury and Impurity 
which reign'd” in. that City is ſufficient ro 
convince ns that the Empire : 'of which 
that was the Metropolis or at leaſt the 
moſt Renowned 100 Greateſt City, was 
ripe for ruin. The words of the Hiſto- 
rian are as follow, There was nothing more 
corrupt than the manneys. 'of that City, and 
nothing more Accommodated to incite and pro- 
voke Voluptuouſneſs \and Luſt. The Parents 
and Husbands permitted their Wives and 
Daughters to lie with their Gueſts provided 
they $ave them a Reward. . Banquets, Revelis 
and Hlays were the Chief delights of the Kings 
and Princesof Perhia. The Babylonians were 
Tholly.gin up to Wine, Drunkenneſs, and the 
oor when of it. TherWomen when they firſt 
came tn to their Feaſts and Bantuets were- ap- 
parelied 'modeſily enough, but in a little time 
«frer they threw off their upper Garments, and 
in the laſt place, with modeſty be it ſpoken, 111- 
egper a their Nakeaneſs ; nor was this only tl;e 
prattiſe of the Common proſtitutes, but of their - 


' . Matrons and married Women, who efteem'd [..ch 


promiſcuous dalliance 'a Great - piece of Com- 
plaiſance and Good breeding ;, with which De- 
bauches, __ our Author, that Army which 
Conguer'a Alla being glutted- for 34 days. th 
hed doubrleſe been Sol a4 fo <4 CRE 
they unaertook afterwards, if they had not been 
| Reinforced 


Reinfore' d,by freſh ſupplies of uncorrupted - men 
pack Ax Rp WEE Tm ps 

\ Our Author gives vs another Inſtanc 
of the Idleneſs 'and Luxury - of the _Perp 
au Women, viz, That when Alexander the 
Great had recejved'Purple\ and Macedonian 
Apparel made by his own' Siſters in a Preſent 


from home, .be ordered the ſame to. be Preſent- + 


rius, with 


ed ro Syſigambis the Mother of , 
"2 them 4 


this Complement, that if ſhe 6 
would * furnifh ber with thoſe who, 
her Grand Daughters ,to make Ju 


Afﬀter he had-with great difficulty and 
danger paſt the frraits of Saſs, and ta- 
Je 


ken Per/epolis the Royal Reſidence of the 
Kings of Perſia, the Laſcivious Inhabitants 
became Executioners'of Divine Juſtice up- 
on themſelves and their Impure City,for 
putting on their chiet Ornaments of which 
their Luxury had -made them provide a 
great Number, they threw themſelves their 
Wives andChildren headlong from theWalls 
and Precipices, and ſet. fixe to their own 


Houſes : -But that which is particularly re-. 


L 4 mark» 


£6 


a General Dig of gang. 151 


*, 
wo 


An Eſſay towards 


markable as to Alexanger., is that in a 
Drunken fit at the perſwaſion of Thais a 
Drunken Whore, ſays Curtius, he ordered 
- the Pamons. Roy al alace of f the Perſian 
Kings to be £E which he had bitherto ſa- 
ww and_ he himſelf threw the firſt firebrand 
into ir to bis p of J] Eoin and Liſgrace, 
However, we plainly bs by its paſ- 
oe Lou ZÞ n " of the the Perſe rans Was Ie- 
1,-t] F panillogt, when this Fa- 
Y bit had been polluted with 
#| s "of R's as the Perſian; 
Kings did uſually Entertain, was burnt to 
Aſhes at the inſtigation of in Infamons 
Strumxet, :nd not long after Darixs himſelf 
fell by the hands of his Treacherous SubjeRts, 
which put an end to the Perſian Empire. 
. Curtius in his 6th, Book, gives vs an Ac- 
count how Alexander became hatefoll tothe 
Grayer fort of his Captains and Generals 
by his degenerating into the Vices of the 
Perfians, as, Immoderate drinking, and 
IpEBGlpg his time in- Plays, and amon 0 
erds of Strhmpets, which occaſioned fr 
quent Conſpiracies againſt him, Mutinjes 
amongſt his Souldiers; and other Com- 
motions. He became likewiſe guilty of 
Sodomy with Bagoas, Darinss Eunuch, af- 
_ Tected the Perfian Habit and Cuſtorts , 
and entertained' 360 Concubines as Dar. 
us had done before him, which occaſion- 
ed the 2Macedonians to grumble, and ſay, 
That he was more like to' thoſe that he 
had.. Conquer'd than a Conqueror, ſo that 
he was forc'd to prevent their ſedition ro 
; # en-, 
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Exped 
TN his Go 
his Life 

fk diſcorcted 1 
chus, who was his ( 
.natura] Amour .reve as '-twas 
prevented, but it coſt*.his Villainous Par- 
amour Dimachxs and others their Lives;ſuch 
was the fatal Canſequence of Dimachus's un- 
- natural Luſt to himſelf and. others. .- 
The next Inſtance which Curtis affords 


le .Phylo! - '0- 

ofpired a- 
[any C amice 
. by means.: of. .Dima- 


fit for our purpoſe, is that of . Spiramenes, | 


who being . Priace or Governor of the 
Feople called Dahee, he revolred from .4- 
lexander, and. doting upon ' his [Beautiful 
Wife, carried her. with him where-ever 
he went, ſhe being weary of that kind of 
Life, adviſed him to ſubmit himſelf to Alex- 
ander;, which he took fo ill, that he: ;upbraid- 
ed her with a luſtfull deſign, thinking that 
her Beapty would make her acceptable to 
Alexander, and therefore would. have kil- 
led her it he had not been -hindred by 

thoſe about him ; whereupon he forbad 
her to come any more into his preſence 
and that he might wean him ſelf trom hef 

he paſs'd- his time amongſt his Concubines ; 
but finding that he could not Conquer his 
paſſion towards her, beſent for her again, 
and ſhe pretending to have forgot her for- 
, mer Injury, watch'd ber opportunity _ 
{- 


om Wn 


IJ3 


marided he#-t0 depart the Carip, eff the 
Greciny Women ſhotild be infected by her 
curfed Example. - Thus was Spiramenes and 
ſhe 'both juſfly puniſhed for their Unclean- 
S. F. »Z . j ' *. & y 

-  Curtins'in; his Sth. Book pives vs another 
Inſtance” of '' Alexander's being Conquered 
by this Laſts,” 'which "was thus, Cohorranes 
the 'Goternor' of a certain Country,-ha- 
ving \{ulmitted "himſelf 10 dlexander, he 
did Hkewife-entertan him with a__ Feaſt, 
and-'for "his 'berter diverſion crdered zo 
Noble Virginsto -be brought in, amongſt 
whoin” was his own Daughter Roxane . a 
Lady of Incomparable,Beauty ; with whom 
Alexander (who had abſtain'd . from Dar;- 
»#$s fair Wife, and two Daughters, all La- 
dies of -much Greater, Beauty and Qua- 
lity) was fo 'much taken, that-in the heat 
of his'Euſt he Contracted a Martiage with 
this Comparatrvely 'Tgnoble ' Lady, to the 
Great Uiſguſt of his Friends. | 
.. | In''the ſame -Book he gives us. a lively 
-Deſcription -of 'the Efferyinacy and-Luxu- 
'ry 'of the Indians, who Inhabited about 
the, Ganges and Dyardene;, that were ſome 
of the laſt of Alexander's Canquelts, and 
a7 Ys - indeed 
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indeed + Ripe for ſuch: Judgments as a Con- 


_ quelt Generally brings. upon a Natiqn. Cur- 
rex 'Expreſſes himſe mi "Eegant ly '<oncern- 


ivg them, /thus, .vz. That the Luxury of 
thei , Tings y which they call - ce 
exceeds - the Vices of all other, Natiobs , 
they neyer., come. abroad, but thejr Ser- 


vants carry, Silver Feviey ab and Perfume all 
i 
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the way- that. nce Is Heis 
carried-in a Golden Couch. hung ng oye wich 
Jewels—This; Chair ,or Couch wed 


by his Guards, Eq carry Branches of 
Trees; with Singi o- Bixds and Parrots up- 
on them ; ; bis P. es ſupported by Gild- 


| Columns; an Fane adorn'd with Vines _ 
inlaid with.;Gold, and the Effigies of fuch' 


Birds upon. thein in Silver as they-do moſt 
delight in. When the King Combs and 
Dreſſes his Hair, then. he gives Audience 
' to Ambaſſadors and does Juſtice'to' his peo- 
ple, -and: his Shoes orSandals being taken 
off, his Feet. are Anointed [and Perfum'd 
with precious. Qintments and Perfumes ; 

his greateſt Labopr is Hunting, and 
that is to ſhoot Darts at Birds and Beaſts 


penn'd upin a Park or Cage ; his Concubines | 


inthe meantime.Singing about him,and ma» 
king vows for his ſucceſs, his ſhort Jour- 
nies he performs ,0n Horſe-Back and the 
longer on. Elephants covered, over with 
Gold. and a long Train of Concubines follow 
him in Golden . Couches or Chairs. And 
equal to this is the Luxury of the Queen 
and her Attendants, ſo that we may rea- 
dily conclude that . "Alexander found no 

great 
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great difficulty in ſubduing foch Debancht 
and Effeminate Natiotis, who were fy 
Ripe for,Divine Vengeance. F-3Vs 
the” e come now to” the *winding up of 
the Story of Alexander the Great,” who 
did ſo far degenerate into the Manners 
and Vices of | thoſe People he had Con- 
quer?d, that he gave Crowns to ſome and 
took away Lives from others' at the will 
and - pleaſure of his "Whores, *and parti- 
cularly of  Bagoas the ' Eunych, who was 
his Catamite. Curtizs gives us an Inſtance | 
of this .in his 1oth. Bobk, ' where he Re- 
lates. how Orſines a Great FM reg Prince of 
Cyrus off-ſpring,, was fal ly Accuſed 
and Executed, becauſe he deſpisd that Vil- 
lainous Eunuch, and. faid that it was not 
Whores, and Catamites that: he had any 
regard' for, but onlyto the King's Friends 
and when this. Revengefull Catamite had 
got Alexander to Condemn this great Man, 
who had at all times been very Friend- 
iy and ' Bountifull 'to the | King and his 
Retinue, he cou!d not forbear to aſſiſt 
at the Execution himſelf, upon which 0r-. 
ſines told him Satyrically, That ht bad beard 
that Women had ſometimes Govern'd Alta, but 
it was never Govern'd by a Guelding before. 
Thus Alexander being Govern'd. by thoſe 
V3Ile Perſons, did upon their Accuſation cnt 
off his beſt. Friends, and became fo hare- 
full to his own Greek:, that they talk'd 
divers times of Revolting , and ar laſt 
Poyſon'd .him in Babylon amidſt his Feaſts 
and Revels, which was very Remarkable 
that 
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that- he [ſhould ' be ' Poyſon/d: there where 
he had ſuffered himſelfiand his: Armyro 
be firſt Toy ſoned-by the-Vicious'Manners 
of the” Perfians 5 "and: thus- by his'Luxory 
and- Uncleanneſs / he occaſioned the Divi- 
ion -of that'"vaſt bs wm iy ct he had 


raisd z his Great ins after his/Death 
Having-each of them erected::;:Monarchies 
for 'themſelves -in thoſe Places where they 
Govern'd, 'which"'oecaſioned the ſpeedier 
diſſolution of the Grecian Monarchy; and 
that it” was leſs ' taken "notice-of as 'not 
being cemented together under one head. 
ſo true is' it” which” the” Wiſeman tells us 
in the' Proverbs, That many ftrong men have 
been ſlain and caſt down by ſtrangeWomen; nay, 
we may add that Empires and Monarchies 
have been over-turned by Uncleannefs. 

_ +» The next remarkable inſtance' we meet 
with in Juſtin is that of Dionyſcns, junior 
the Tyrant of S{cily, who was as infamons 
for Uncleanneſs as for Cruelty, and being: 
expelled by . the Inhabitants of Syracsſz, 
he was Teceived by thoſe of Locris, where 
having ſurpriz d the Caſtle he Tyranniz'd 
alſo over them, | Raviſhd the Wives of 
the Great Men, and the young Women 
before - Marriage , and would then ſend 
them back to their Sweet-hearts. - The 
Locrenſes being at that time in War with 
Leophyon, they vow'd if they came off Con- 
querers to proſtitute their Virgins on the 
Feſtival of Ye #s, which having negleRted . 
to do, Dionyſus Circumvented the. Citi- 
zens thus, he adviſed them in order to 

5: YN 


perform 
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perform:their: Vow,to ſend all their Women 
with: theiri-Richeſt' Apparel -to./the Tem- 
ple of ' Yao, and; chaſe; ont. ahuadeed of 
their handſameſt A ay and . feng them 
Richly iadorn'd. to. flay -.a Month in, a 
Brothell-Houſe, but þefareband. [30 oblige 
all- their! Mga. by; Qath not * to. tops. one 
of them; and likewiſe, to* $ake, an Qath 
tht -nahe ſhould be Married "till allthoſe 
Virgins were Arſt-diſpasd in Marriage, 

The Citizeos'thinking . this is go0d-'Con- 


_ trivance-both iro abſolve themſelves from 


their 'Qaths|and-$0-preſerye tHe Chaſtity 
of their Vargjos, did accordingly, -Where- 
upon-»Dionyſins. {ent his Soldiers:who dif- 
poiled the: Women both of, their Honour 


- and- Ornaments, which - - 'incens's, the 


Locrenſes againſt him / that. they likewiſe 
drove him out of} their. City, and being 
received | again by the Syracyſans he Ty- 
rannized over them in his ufual: Manner, fo 
that they Befieged him -and forcing him to 
lay down” the Government, he liv'd in 
Exile. at - Corinth, where he ſpent his time 
in Taverns -and' Bawdy-Houſes, went in 
a. ſordid Habit, kept the Meaneſt and moſt 
Raſcally Company. JangPd with Scoun- 
drels and Bawds, became a laughing ſtock 
to every Body, and would walk about 
in the Shambles to gaze upon the Meat 
that he was not able to buy, and was re- 
duced { low that parzly to-maintain him- 
ſelf, and partly. to farisfy his Tyrannzcal 
tumour, he y4aught a Trivial School, and 
fo concluded his Life as 1ngloriouſly as he 
ted it; In 
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'Int His-/22d.- b6ok 


: was A (mee an as ſow p his 
mon (Stallion ſts 


quent, '? ye Hee to'*Great' Cary! 
matids' in” the” 'Ariify, and having \Commir- 
ted | Adultery with""Diraſco the Generals 


Lady, he ſucceeded"! His __ 'aftor .his 
death, witd twice att the - Soyeraign- 
ty of the Iflafid, on at Halt he'o 


yet. tho” he was prof} 
. and rendered: himſeMt- 
Qories over- Kr Tenn 
purſued him” at laſt; 


he | ion Jem 


flee from ' Aft; WER: His'two *Sovs 
were-put to death: 'by the ' fury-of his E- . 


nemies, ' and being himſelf taken with a 
grievous. Diſeaſe, his $5n- and *Grandſon 
madeWar upon-one another for the Crown, 
wherein the latter ſucceeded; fo that 4- 
gathoces was ford on his Death-Bed - to 
{end his Wife and two young Children 
to E leſt they ſhould be cut-off by 
his randſon, and in this Afﬀfited and 
Diſconfolate Condition he ended his days ; 
iv. trite has it always been found that 
— pra and Adulterers- God wilt 
udge. - 

i his 24th. -Book, he gives us the Hi- 
ſtory of the Inceſtuous Amour of Prolemy 
Ceraurus King of Macedonia, with his Siſter, 
and the, fatal Conſequence of it to them 
both. Prolemy ts a mind to Uſurp the 


King- 


gives! n5'an” In- 
| Ntange of ertocks CT = $* 
. cily, $on"toa tr od 


Valiant!andvBElo- 


IE 
$: Vi- 


ry 
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Kingdom: from-, her, two,;Sans;.and.te poſ- 
{6 himſelf of--her fige. City,.of Caſfſandria 


pretended ;Laye 19 her, and, that he had 
ng. ocher-6hgn_in delwing -her.29 Wie 
but.40 make -Ner..a Le: th Ap her 
Childrea-ſhould ſucceed + him, and beca 


him, he ſwore tothe Sincerity; of; hi 


tentions- upon the Altar, in Jopror's,Lem-. g || 


ple, -whereupon. that; Inceſtuops/;Marriage 
was. contracted, [and:;his , Siter,' now: his. 


Wife: 4r/izoe being 'overjoy'd, at -her new 
Title Ce inreardths King her;Hus- 


band £0. her -Gaty;of iCafſandria, where all 


things {WEr&,prepar'd. to receive him wi 
the; e-woſt 'Magnificence, and. ſhe order'd 
her -Sons ;t0..meet him wigh, Crowns on 
their Heads. He Received and: Embrac'd 
them; with.-much ſeeming: Aﬀection, but 
as ſoon, as he: came to the Gate, of- the. 
City, he ordered. them both.to be kill'd, and 
the- Caſtle to- be ſeiz?d, their Mother en- 
deavouring;-in yain to cover them in her 
Arms and preſerve them. , After this Tra- 
gedy as: a -Juſt puniſhment for her con- 
{ſenting. to.fuch- an Inceſtuous Marriage , 
ſhe went .in:Exile to Samothracia, and Pro» 
temy ina little time after fell by the Sword 
of the Gals, who cut off his Head and 
fix'd it ppon a Lance. - | 

In his-26th. Book, -we have the Story 
of Ariſtotimus, Tyrant of Epirus, who ha. 
ying kill'd and baniſh'd many of the No- 
bility. TheeAtolians, who entertained the 
Exiles, ſent Ambaſſadors to demand. the 
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+ Ariſtotimus prete to gri as the 
Matrons ha aſſembled tog togoto 


their 'Husbands, he ſent and. ſppiled them 
of their Apparrel, threw them in-Priſon 
kjlld the. Infants in the Arms of their Mo- 
thers, and: Raviſh'd the Virgins, which Þo 
incens'd the, pegple- againſt him; that nn- 
der the Condu& af 'Helemarus an old man, 
They Conſpir'd againſt him and cut him 
Ty 


1n the Cloſe of that Book, he gives us an 
Account of-the Inceſt - of Demerrins King 
of Macedonia, with his Mather-in-Law Ar- 
ſinoe,” Queen' of Cyrene, who had ſent for 
him _ on /purpoſe ta Marry |. ber. Daughter 
and enjoy that Crown, but heing her felt 
taken-.with his | Beauty, ſhe entertained an 
Inceſtuous Commerce with him, ; which did 
{o. much -provoke. her ,Daughter, and the 
people, that by her. Daughters order ,he 
was flain in her Mothers Bed, the. [nceſty. - 
ous and- Impudent. Woman :endeavouring 
to preſerve him by covering him with her ; 
own Body, - WF. 26 SITE WO 

In, the 28th. Book he likewiſe gives an 
Account of a War betwixt Aztriochus King 
of. Syria and Demetrius Rin of Macedonia; © © 
becauſe the latrer Married Pythia Daughs 


- ter to the Queen, of- Epirxs,, whillt * his. 


Wife who was Siſter to : Anriochus was yet - 
alive, ſo fatal hath-[the Agultery of Prin- | 


, c&8 always been to. Kings and. Kingdoms. | 
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In his gorh _ we _ the Inſtance of 
Ptolemy King. of ' Egypr, who having mur- *' 
dered his own Wi e Eurydice, that was al» - 
ſo his Siſter, he: became ſo enamour'd ' on 


.- Agathocla the Strumpet, -that he minded 


nothing but Revelling and - Dancing ; and 
thus fays 7«/t#\ the King became-not only 
a SpeQtator, but a Maſter of Villany, and 


committing Sodoxy alſo with ' Agathocles a 


handſome fellow, @a4- Brother. to the 
Strumpet above-mentioned, they and their 
Mother Evanthe .govern'd the / King -and 
Kingdom, and diſpoſed of all: offices, '-In 
the mean-time Profemy died, which thoſe 
vile Women concealcd a long time; and ſo 


' fhar'd. ths Royal Treaſure, and Govern- 


ment with Villains - But the matter com- 
ing at laſt to be known, the multitude aſ- 
ſembled, ' cur off Avgarhocles, and hang'd 
his Mother and'Siſter, ſuch was the Tragi- 
cal Exjr they'brought upon themſelves by 
their uncleanneſs. | 

In his 37th. Book-we have the inſtance 
of Mithridates the great King .of Pontus, 
who married - his own Siſter , Laod'ce , 
in which match he was Juſtly 'unhappy, 
for during his long abſence a-viewing the 
chict places of Aſia, ſhe had admitted ſtran- 
gers to his B:d, and tho' ſhe feigned a 
mighty Joy at his return, yet ſhe endea- 
voured to poyſon him, in order | to cover 
her Unchaſtity, whereof Mithridares being 
advertiſed by a Maid, he puniſh'd his Wife 
by death for her Treachery,. and tho? he 
himſelf became Great and Glorious: after- 
wards- 


a Genetal Hiſfozy of Whozing. 
wards. by his V.&orjes' over the Aſraticks, 
and his Wars with the Romans; yet Di- 
vine Juſtice purſued him, ſo that he kil- 
led himſelf in his old! Age, when he heard 
that his Son, by. that Unnatural Marriage 
had uſurp'd the Kingdom. - 

In his 38th. . Book we have the horrid 
inſtance of Prolemy Phyſcon, who after the 
death of Prolemy, Ki 
his Widow, Cleopatra, who was his own 
Siſter, kill'd her Son by her firſt Husband 
the very day, of- his Marriage, and after- 
wards Divorc'd; her, ſelf and Raviſh'd her 
Daughter, whom he afterwards Married - 


This ;made him. fo /hatefull to the people. 


that they deſerted the City where. he 
dwelt, ſo that: finding himſelf a King 
without .Subjets, he was forc'd to invite 
ſtrangers to reſide there, —-And at laſt 
became ſo odious that he fled with the 
- Son; that he had begot on his Siſter, ta- 

king her Daughter along with him, and 
with a Mercenary, Army made War up- 
on his Siſter 'and his Country, ard ſent 
for his eldeſt Son and killed him to pre- 
vent the peoples chuſing him in his ſtead. 


The Subjets were ſo much entaged with - 


_ theſe proceedings; that they threw-down 
his Statues and Pictures every where, which 
he conceiving to be done by his Siſter's 


advice, he cut the” Son that he had by 
her in piece, Ju them up in =Box, and 
s M 


ſent them to other, on his Birth-day 
— Thus . were they mutually plagued and 

iniihed/for their Inceſt, ahd a deſtru- 
£u9 M 2 Qive 
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&ive War, was kindled betwixt them , 
which tooK its firſt 'riſe from ' their en- 
flamed” Luſts, and. proved fatal to their 
Subjecs ' as well asto themſelves. \ ''Prole- 
mo Fea or the Debavct'd, dying a lit- 
tte time after; and having been ſome time 
before reconciled to his Wife and" Siſter 
Cleopatra, he left her the Kingdom of E- 
egypt, ſhe being compelled by the people 
to chuſe her. eldeſt Son to ' Govern that 
Kingdom, before: ſhe *wouſd- reſign the 
ſame, ſhe compelled him to' Divorce his 
Beloved Wife and Siſter Cleopatra, and ſhe 
being afterwards married" to Cyricenus in 
Syria, thoſe Inceſtuous matches were.pu- 
niſhed by a mutval War betwixt the'Bre- 
thren Gryphus and Cyricenus, and the Jat- 
ter being overcome, Gryphiaa Wife to 
Gryphu:, would not'be content till his Si- 
ſter an} Wife Cleopatra, wikom his Mo- 
ther had made him to Divorce was-mnr- 
dered-; and Cyricenz, obtaining a Vitto- 
ry over Gryphas in his Turn, put' Gry- 
phina to \deathin Revenge. Cleyparra the 
Mother being, weary of her San Ptolemy's 
Reigning with her jointly” in Fgypt, ſhe” 


 ſird vp the people againſt him, - took his 


Wife Seleuce from him, after ſhe had born 
him two Sons, ſent him into Exile, call'd 
his younger Brother Alexander to Reign 
in his ſtead, but he being afraid of her 
cruelty, abandon'd her ; then the Wicked 
Woman being afraid that her eldeſt Son + 


. would make War apon her to recover 


the Kingdom, ſhe ſent great alkſtafce to 
t $120 I LW : Fin ' ryphus, 


Gryphis, and likewiſe gave him *Se/exce to 
of Bi hay, at' the. ſame time re- 


 calld her Son Alexander, he underſtood 


that ſhe laid ſnares for his Life,: and there. 
fore ſeiz'd and cut her off, and\ he him- 
ſelf was baniſht by the people for this par- 
ricide. --- Thus were their” raging Luſts 
puniſhed by a'mutval War and Raging 
cruelty againſt. one another — —Andas 
if Heaven would have: Syiaand Egypr-to 
read their ſin if their: puniſhment,” they 
were invaded” and plagued by Hierotimus 


King of Arabia and his Six hundred Sons, 


whom he had. beg t on Concubines, and 
who atrtack'd 'the Syrians and "Egyptians 
with ſeparate Armies and parties. 

We come next to the Roman Hiſtory, 
where in thg. very threſhold we are pre- 
ſented with an Account, 'that that: City 
and Monarchy was founded by Whore- 
dom. The ſtory of Remus and Romuln be- 
ing born of a Veſtal Virgin, for whom 
it was not Lawfull to Marry, and thar 
they were the Founders of that City, de- 
monſtrates the truth of Rome's being De- 


_ riv'd from a ſpurious Original, and the 


City being once Founded, Romulus made 
it a SanQuary for Vagabonds' and a diſ- 
orderly Rabvle, who were ſo much con- 
temned by their Neighbours, that they 
ſcorn'd to give them their Daughters 1 
Marriage, which occaſion'd their Raviſh- 
ing the Sabine Virgins, and that brought 
forth a War, which endangered the o- 


verthrow- of this new Government in its 
Ins 


A 
"* Tac. 


3 


/ 


166 


- An Efay towards 


Infancy,” 2F' b4vy gives an Account at-large 
in his firſt Book. Dec. 1. ſo fatal hath Whor- 


dom and Uncleanneſs always - proved to 


Societies.” 
Livy in that ſame Book and Decad gives 


us an. Acccount that 'Kingly' Government | 


was overturned 'at Roe becauſe of a 
Rape, inthe: manner following : The Kings 
Sons and Kinſmen did often ſpend their 
time: in Feaſting 'and Treating one ano- 
ther, and an their Cops at ſypper there 
bappened ..a Difcourſe, concerning their 
Wives, upon which, each man launched 
out in the. praiſes of his own, and thence 
a Quarrel ariſing, Collatinus ſaid, it was in 
vain-"to talk, fince it might eaſily and ſpec- 
dily be known how much his Wife Lu- 
cretia excelled the reſt, adding (for they 


| were then. in 'the .Camp before Ardea) 
. Let us mount our Horſes and go ſee with 
. our own. Eyes what kind of Women our 


. Wives are, 'and that ſhall be the Teſt, 


. which occurs to each man upon this un- 


expected Vilitz ſo that Galloping to Rome, 
they went thence to: Collatia, where they 
found Lucretia not imployed like the reit 
of the Kings Davghters-in-Law, viz. ſpen- 
ding their time in' Banquetting and Luxu- 
ry, but ſitting amongſt: her Maids a Spm- 
ning : Whereupon it was agreed that her 
Husband Collatinus came off Cenquerer in 
that diſpute, and he being pleagd with it, 
did Courteouſly mvite the Royal Youths 
to Supper, at ,which time' Sextus Targui- 


iu was feiz'd with a Luſlfull paſſion for 


Lu- 


© 


a... Mo 99 459.0 © @ 


_ a A 


-  befallen her ; a 
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Lucr&ia, a Lad y of extraordinary Beauty 
and Chaſtity, but for that night they re- 


.. turned again to the Cathp. : , 


Some days . afrer Sextus T arquinins, in 
order to accompliſh his, Luſtfull delign, 
went privily from the Camp to Colaria, 
attended only with one Companion, where 
he was kindly Entertained J Collatinus's 
Family wha knew nothing of his Villain- 
ous intent, and ConduQted to his Cham- 
ber after Supper, but being enflamed with 
Luft,- when he thought every body was 
aſleep, he. came with his Sword drawn to 
Lucretia's Bed-ſide, and laying his left hand 
upon "her Preaſt, told her who he was, 
and threatned her with preſent, death if 
ſhe ſpoke one word. The poor Lady be- 
ing ſurpriz'd and afrighted, he began t6 
mix intreaties with his threats and to ex- 
preſs himſelf in ſaci Terms, as his paſſion 
ſuggeſted, but finding that neither his ſoft 
expreſhons, nor Barbarous threats could 


prevail with her, he told her that he 


would ſtab a Slave, lay him naked by her 
when ſhe was dead, and raiſe a report, 
that they were killed in the very Act of 
Adultery, by this means Tarquinins over- 
came her, and having ſatisfied his Lulit 
went to Rome ; Lucretia being thus diſ- 
henoured, ſent immediately for her Hus- 
band and Father, deſiring them to come 
to her ſpeedily, with each of them a tru- 
ſty Friend, fog a Grievous 'Acctdent had 
F coming accorgingly.they 


found her very Penſive, her Husband ha- 
M 4. Vving 
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vying askt her the Capſe, and whether ſbe 
was: not well : She burſt out into Tears, 
and anſwered, No,” how can a Woman be 
well that has Joſt her Chaſtity, there are 
yet tie ſigns of another Man, Collatinus, 
m thy Bed ; but my Body only 1s violated 
and my mind Gniltleſs, of which my death 
ſ\h.l] be a Witneſs, but give me'your hands 


and promiſes that the Adulterer ſhall not 
' eſcape vnpuniſhed. ' Sexius Targuinius is the 


an' who, like an. Enemy rather than a 


Gueſt, cane Armed to my Bed laſt night, 


and thence forced pleaſures, which if you 
are Men,” will prove fatal to him as well 


as to.me. They endeavoured to comfort .. 


her,tellingher that where there was no con- 
ſent there could be no fault. Upon which, 
ſhe anſwered :: Do you conſider what he 
deſerves, tho? I abſolve my ſelf from the 
Crime, 1 will not be free from the puniſh- 
ment: No ſhall any Unchaſte Woman live, 
to ſay Lucretia was her Example, and with 
that, ſhe ſtab d her ſelf to the heart with a 
Kvife which ſhe had hid under herGarment; 
upon which, her Father and Husband ſer 
vp a loud cry. | 

Whilſt they were overwhelm'd with 
Grief, #ratus, who came along with them, 
pulling the Knife out of her Wound, ſaid, 
1 ſwear, by this Blood, which was ſo Chaſte, 


before the King Stain'd it, and I take the 


Gods to Witneſs it, that 1 will cut off 
Sextus T arquinins Superbus his wicked Wife 
and Children, with Sword, Fire, or a- 
ny other violent means , I can, ror will I 
FR. *. ſuffer 


id as Mitre ofa. 


a Gencral Hiſtow of Whoting. 


ſuffer, them, or any other- from this time 
forward, to be King of Rome: The" affli- 
Fed Father and Husband joined with him 
in this Oath, and carrying' Lucretia's Bo- 
dy into the Market-Place, -ſtir'd up' the 
people, and marching .in Arms to « Rome, 
did the like there, and inveighing againſt 
the Luſt and Violence of Sexes Tarqui- 
nixs, he alſo proyoked the Army to join 
with him againſt the. King, who had the 
| Gaxes . of Rome ſhut againſt him, was Pro- 
claimed an Exile, and he and his Chil- 
drenexpelld the Gayernment and the Coun- 
try. e Adulterer Sextus T arquiniuc,was 
murdered by the Gabii — The King's Fa- 
mily was Plundered, and Kingly Govern- 
ment Aboliſhed after it had continued 244 
years. And thus the Government was 0- 
ver-turned by the Luſtfulneſs of a Prince, 
who thereby - brought ruin and diſzrace 
upon. his Family, a fatal Exit upon him- 
felf,- and entail'd a War upon his Coun- 
try, who join d inthe Oath with Bratz to 
ſuffer none of the Tarquins to Reign at 
K ome. 

The next paliage we find for our purpoſe, 
is that in- Livy Decad. 1. Lib. 3. concer- 
ning the Luſtfull deſign of Appixs Claudi- 
4 one of the Decemvirs a the Daugh- 
ter of YVirginiue, a Beautifull Virgin, whom 


he endeavour'd to win with Money and 
fair Promiſes, but finding her Chaſtity 
inviolable he ſuborn'd a Client of ' his , 
to Challenge her for his ſlave, and ad- 
judg'd her to be ſuch in. order to have 


» brought 
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brought her into his own Luſtfull Em- 
| braces: All the intreaties and Arguments 
of: her Father Yirginins and her Lover: 1ci- 
hw joind with the Complaints and ' Mur- 
murs 'of the People, could not influence 
Appins to abandon his\Luſtfull Deſign, ſo 
that : Virginins finding he had no Force to 
ſtand -b by bim, ſufficient” to grapple with 
the. Decemvirs, he ſnatcht a Knife from a 
Butchers Stall, and cried out thas,: Daz? h- 
er, ſeeing I car do-it mo other way, ao Þ vindi- 
.catc thy Liberty, and immediately ſtabb'd 
"ber, after which looking back to the” Tri; 
bunal', hbe-faid, to the Luſtful Tyrant, 

Appins, with this "Blood deſtine thee -t» deaths. 

'The Decemvirs order'd him to be laid hold 
on, but | making way thro the Crowd with 


| his Sword, he went ſtraight to the Camp, 


whither'a great number of Citizens follow- 
ed him, while in the mean time her Lover 7- 
citins and Numitorius took up Virginia's Corps, 

| bewailing the Injuſtice of Appixs, the un. 
happy Beauty of the young Woman, ' and 
the neceſſity of her Father's doing what. he 
did-; and the Matronsat the ſame timecried 
out, was that the Conſequence of bringing 
forth Children; was that the reward of 
| Chaltity ; and other expoſtulations of the 
like nature. Yiroinius being arrived in the 
Camp, all over beſpriokled with his Daugh- 

ters blood, and: the fatal Inſtrument of her 
' Deathin his hand, the whole' Army was a- 
marzed, efpecially' "ſecing him followed by 

fo. many Reman Citizens in their Gowns, 

and having commanded Stlence, they askt 
mm 
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him' what was the matter, to which aſ- 
ſoon as Grief would permit him, he held 
up his hands and begyg'd of his fellow Soldiers, 
that they would not 1mpute that to him which 
was Appius Claudius's Crime, nor bate him 
as a murderer of his own'Chilarga;' that his 
Daughter was more dear to him than bis | Life, 
if ſhe could have lived to enjoy ber Liberty and 
preſerve her Chaſtity But 'when he ſaw" her 


" dragged like a taut to be made a Whore on, be 


thought it better for him to loſe bis Child by Death 
than Diſgrace that he through his Merey to 
her - was fallen into a ſhew of Cruelty, nor would 
he have ſurvived bis Daughter, unleſs he had 
been in hopes, bythe help of his fellow Soldiers 
10. revenge her Death. They alſo be knew had 
Daughters and Wives, nor was the Luſt of 
Appius Claudius extinguifhed by bis Daugh- 
ters Death ;, but that the more he eſcaped pu- 
nmiſument, the more extravagant," he would be. 
That by another Mans Calamity, they were 
taught to provide agamſt the like injury. As 
for bis part, bis Wife was Dead, his Daugh- 
fer, becauſe ſhe conld live no longer in Chaſtity, 
died a miſerable but an honeft death. Where- 
fore Appius's Luſt had now no temptation in 
his Houſe, That he would vindicate his own 
body from any other violence which he could of- 
ter with the fs 
his Daughter. Let other men look - to them- 
ſelves and their Children. As Virginias ſpoke 
thus, the multitude anſwered with ſhouts, 


That they would neither be wanting t0 revenge 


his Grief, nor to vindicate their" own | iberty. 


Upon which being encouraged by the Citi- 
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zens that accompanied Yirginius, they mar- 
ched in Arms to the City,:' fat'down upon 
the Aventine, -exhorted the people to re- 
trieve| their Liberty, and to make new 
Tribaneg-of the people. Jcilius, Virginia's 
'Sweet-heart had the ſame influence upon the 
Army that was in the Sabimes Country, fo 
that they came and: joyned thoſe on the 
Aventine, and » at laſt overturn'd 'the Go- 
yernment .of the. Decemviri, . whom they 
threatned to burn alive, -and , Appius Clay- 
dius the Luſtfu} Tyrant, being' degraded, 
kil”d himſelf before the day of his Trial, 
and his Collegue Coppins did the like ; ſuch 
was the Ifſve of his unclean deſign upon the 
Government and himſelf, This is the ſecond 
time that Whoredom overturned the form 
of the Roman Government. | 
Livy 4in'the 8th Book of his firſt Decad 
gives us;a Remarkable Inſtance of the yu- 
niſhment of Minutia a Veſtal Virgin, at 
breaking herVow of Chaſtity, by commiting 
Inceſt ; She became firſt ſuſpeted of wanton- 
neſs becauſe of her Garb and Dreſs, which 
was thought too fine and curious for: one of 
her profeſſion ; and. at laſt ſhe was poſitive- 
ly accuſed before the High-prieſts, by one 
of her Bondmen, that turn'd Informer a- 
gainſt her, whereupon ſhe was firſt enjoyn- 
ed .to abſtain from her Office, and then 
being: brought to her Trial, was after 
Conviction ſentenc'd to be bury'd alive, 
which was ex2cuted accordingly at the Gate 
Coliza, on the pav'd Cauſeway, which for 
her Crime was called Camps. Sceleratus.. ” | 
TnLS 
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this and the Inſtance immedjately preceed- 


ing, we may rages | how hateful 
Whoredom was amongſt 'the Rpmars at 


that time, when a Father chusd-rather 'to 


murder his only 'Child, than 'to'have her 
made a Whore ; and that they conceiv'd 


the breach of a Vow of Chaſtity could not . 


be expiated any otherwiſe than by burying 

the Criminal alive. NEE 
In the 28:h Chapter of that ſanie Book, he 

gives us a- Relation of the Ignominy -and 


ſhame that Z. Papirius an Uſarer' brought 


upon himſelf by his unnatural Luſt, and of 
the benefit. which accrewed to 'the people 
by a Villanous Outrage that he committed 
upon the Body of C. Put laxs, a Comely 
Youth, the occaſio!n of which was thus. 
There wasa barbarous Cuſtom then in . uſe 
amongit the Romans, called Nexus, being a 
kind of obligation whereby perſons that 


ow2d, Money were bound to their Creditors, 


to be their Slaves, and to work wholly: for 
them till their Debts were paid. By vir- 
tve of which Cuſtom. C." Publius was forc'd 
to bind himſelf for a Debt of his Fathers 


to Papirius : Who being a van Rang 1 | 


endeavoured firſt to debauch the Youth by 
filthy Speecbes' and flatteries, but: finding 
him- proof againſt thoſe tentations, he en- 
deayoured to territe him with threats, and 
ever and anon put him in mind of his 
Fortune, iz. that he was a Slave, but the 
Honeſt Youth not being to be prevailed 
upon this way neither, the Savage Uſurer 


converting his Luſt into Rage, caus'd the , 
| | poor 
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poor youth to'be.ſtrip'd. naked and cruelly 
whip'd, by which his body was deſperately 
tarn and mangled, the oppreſſed youth be- 


' Ing not. able,to endure that Dilgnace and 


Tormetit, ran out into the Street in that 
condition, and cried out upon the Uſurer for 
his Cryelty and Luſt. This occaſioned a 
Great Concourſe of people, who being 
mov*d with Compaſſion towards the young- 
mari, and with abhorrence at the Indignity 
of the thing, as that which might perhaps 
befall themſelves or their Children, they 

crowded into the Forum,. and from thence 
went ina full Body to the Council Chamber, 
which obliged the Conſuls to call a Senate ; 
and -as the Fathers egtred the Houſe, the 

people falling at tlieir feet ſhewed them the 

young mans mangled and Bloody Back, 
whereupon. a Law. was paſled that from 
thence-forward the Eſtate and Goods and 

not. the Body-of. any Debtot ſhould .be 
Chargeable for Ss, Thus was Papirius 
juſtly puniſhed for his Luft and Savage 
Cruelty, ia loſing his Money, being depri- - 
ved of the; Obje& of his Luſt; and brand-. 
ed with perpetual Infamy.-. | 

That ſame Author, Decad 3. ib. 2: Chap. 

57. tells us that Opimia and Floronia' two 
Veſtal Nuns being convicted of Whoredom 


'were buried alive, and Lucius Cantilius Se 


cretary to the Pontiffs,” that committed In- 
ceſt with Flo-044 was whipt'to death by the ' 
Arch-Pontiff in the-Common-hall. Thar 

this villany of the Nuds was Inokt upog as. 
a Publick and Ominous diſaſter, whete- 
' upon 
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- upon they ſent to the Oracle -of Delphos to 
enquire how it might be explated ard had 
this Anſwer returned, that they muſt bury 
two: Couptes alive in the Beaſt Market , 
viz. 'a French-man and a French-woiran 
and a Greekman and a Greekwoman, which 
was accordingly performed. | 

In the third Book -of that Decad, we 
have an account that Hamibal's Army 
which had not long before obtained a Glo- 
rious Victory over the Romans at. Came; 
became ſo debanchr by wintering in'Capaa 
a Laſcivious City, that they ' ſpent” their 
time in Sleep, Drunkenneſs, delicate Fare, 
Stews, Hot- houſes, &'c. which ſo weakned 
their Bodies and debauched their Minds , 


thathis wintering at Capa was redkoned no - 


leſsan overſight in Hannibal, than was his 


not marching ſtraightway to Rome upon a + 


defeat which he gave-the Romans at Canne, 
for when he marched out of Caps his Ar- 
my was entangled with Harlots, and his 


Men were rendred ſo effeminate with their ' 


Luxnry that they could not endure fatigues 
as formerly, but-fled from their Colours 
in great numbers, and from that very time 


the decay of the Carrhaginian Glory and Re- . 


putation, and the fall of their Governmeat 
may take its date, fuch have always been 
"the fatal conſequences of Luxury \or Un- 
cleanneſs to People and Nations. 

+ It may rot, be improper here to. take 
notice ' of thefatal diſaſter of that - Luxu- 
rious City of Capza, which being taken 
by. Q: Fulvixs and Appin* Clandius , the 


Chief 
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Chief men of the City haſtened their own 
deaths .by Poyſen, and the. Senators, were 
put to death by Q. Fulvixstho the: Senate.of 
Rome had granted them pardon for their 
Lives,.and then Capua was reduced- ta..a 
Village, tho the Buildings were ſpared, but 
they were not allowed" the privileges of a 
Corporation ; nor the benefit of | Magi- 
ſtrates. ws hes Rd T1 | 
In the 3d. Decad; Lib. 9. Chap. 17. We 
have an account of the brutiſh Luſt of Pjz- 
minius the Roman Lieutenant. :1t Zocrz, a, 
gainſt whom the Locrians ſent Ambaſſadors 
to the Senate at Rowe, where they charged 
him and his, Officers. with Raviſhing' their 
Matrons, Virgins. and Ingenuous Youths, 
That there was nat one Houſe nor one Per- 
ſon in Locri, , but what had been injured 
and that all parts of their City ſounded 
with Cries of Women and. Children that 
were raviſhed, which the Senate reſented 
ſo much, that. Pleminizs and above thirty 
of his Aſſociates were ſent -in Chains to 
Rome, where Pleminias made : his Exit in a 
Dungean, 2 juſt and ſuitable puniſhment 
for one. that had beea guiity of, fo many 
works of .Darkneſs. 15 44234. 
Our next Inſtance is that of Sophoni/ba, 
Decad 3. Book 10 Chap. 15. She was daugh- 
| ter tO .4/arubal. the, Famons Carthaginiar 
General, and Married to. Syphax King- of 
Numidia, who being routed. by Maſfinifſze 
King of 2Mſſilia, and.an Allie of the -X9- 
-ans, whom he had diſpoiled of his King- 
dom, Maſiniſſa was ſo enchanted with Love . 
6 


' - 
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to: Sophonisha, that he married her within 
afew. hours -of his having taken her Cap- 


tive; ſuch was his impetnous Luſt and her 


accurſed Inconſtancy, - for when .he came 


Into the Pallace where ſhe was, her ad- 


reſs to him ſavoured more of a Courteſa 


77 


than either of a Conſtant Wife or a Gene- 


rous Queen, ſo that ſhe ſeem'd rather to 
Court him than avoid” his Embraces, for 
which Divine Juſtice ſoon found her out. 
Her Husband Syphax being- taken and car- 
ried before fcypio, who' asked him; why 
he made War upon the: Romans, anſwered, 
That his Palace -was' ſet on: fire. by Nu- 
ptial Torches, \when he married Sophonisba, 


_ who never reſted till ſhe had armed his 


Hands againſt himſelf, as well as his Gueſt 


and good Friend :, yet, That amidſt all his 
. Miſeries he had this Comfort ftill, that he 


ſaw the ſame Peſt and Fury was. got into 
the Houſe. and Family of his greateſt Ene- 
my, and. that Maſini was not more pru- 
dent or conſtant than Syphax. This obli- 


"ged Sripio to rebuke and expoſtulate with 


Maſiniſſa privately; thus : Maſliniſſa, 7 be- 


 lieve that you ſaw ſome good things in me; not 
only when you came firſt into Spain, ro comratt_. 


Friendſbip with me, but afterwards aiſo, when 1 
came into Africa, you committed both your ſelf 
and all your Hopes to my proteion : But there 
* no Virtue, for which I ſeem to be a fit Objet 


_ + of your Aﬀettions, wherein { glory ſo much at 


in the government and maſtery 1 have over m 
Ents; and this I would have you alſo, Maſſis 
nifla,” add ro your other Re eikary Qualifi- 


| Cartons, 


. paſſon,; and have 4 care you do not deform 


 Fuch- valt, Courage as ſhe. appears to have 
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cations, for there not,* believe me, ſo much 
Danger to be fear d, ins our Age, from armed 


. Foes, as from Pleaſures that | ſurrounds us 01 


every ſide. - After a great deal more to this | 
purpoſe, he concluded thus ; Sabdue your 


man 
Virtues with one Vice, &c. . Maſſinifſa was ſo | 
much ſtruck -with.'this; Mercurial Speech, 

that after a/ſharp Conflict with his Paſſion 
and impetuous Amour, he ſent. a truſty 
Servant with a;Cup of Poyſon|to Sophonjsba, 
and to tell:her,- That Maſſiniſa would wil- 
lingly have perform'd: his firſt 'Promiſe to 
her, as an Husband ought to his Wife, but 


ſince they that were able to-do it had taken: 


that Power out of his Hands, he was reſol- 
ved to make good his ſecond Promiſe, That 
ſhe ſhould not be,whilſt alive, in the Hands 
of any;Romar, as being mindful of her Fa- 
ther, who was a General, her Country, and 
the two-Kings to whom ſhe: had been 'mar- 


. ried; and-that ſhe therefore ſhould conſult 


her own Good. To which Sophonisba, with 
a Conſtancy much more commendable than 
ſhe-was. endow'd with when 7Mafſmifſs ac- 


- coſted her with his. Amours, anſwer'd, / ac- 


cept this Nuptial Preſent 5 nor is it unwelcome 


to me, if my Huiand could do no more for me 


1ee tet bim this from me, That I ſhould have 
dy d much better, if I bad tior been married. at. 
my Funeral: And ſo drank it off, withour: - 
any more ado, Thus was ſhe puniſh'd for 
her L iloyalty to her Husband Sypbax ;-for 
it had been-an cafie matter for a Woman of- 


been 
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been; to have deliver'd her ſelf by Death 


from Maſſinifſa's Embraces, as well before 
' as after ſhe had polluted her ſelf with ſuch 


an Unlawful Marriage. | 

* Thejnext thing ſuitable to our Subject, 
which occurs.to us-in this Hiſtorian, is the 
Controverfie which . happen'd among the 
Romans, about abrogating the Oppian Law 
for reſtraining the Luxury of Womens Ap- 
parel. Afarcus Portius Cato was for conti- 
nuing the. Law, and in his grave Oration 
on that: Head had theſe remarkable Sayings 
concerning it, viz. "That if every one of the 
Romans, had reſolv'd to maintain the majeſty 
and prerogative of an Hishand over his own 
Wife, we ſhould not have had all this Tronble 
with the Women in general ; but now our 'Li- 
berty being reſtrain'd at home; by the Tyramy 
of our own Women, "ris intrench d and trampUd 
upon here in the'Forum. —— Our Anceſtors 
would not ſuffer Women to do any private 
Buſineſs, without, the Advice of a Man, but 
'to be at the diſpoſal of their Parents, Bre- 
thren, or Husband ; but We, forſooth, 


now-adays, let them manage even the Com- 


monwealth it ſelf. You have often heard me 
conplain not only of the Prodigality of 


"Women, but of Men too, and thoſe as well 
Magiſtrates as private Perſons ; and, that 


the Ciry labours under- rwo different. Vices 
of Avarice and Luxury, which have been the 
Bane of all great Empires. ——. But, 1ays a 
great, Lady, 7 ' cannot endure this levelling 


and equality ;, why ſbould mot I appear all glit- 


tering with Gold, and cloathed in Purple? Why 


—_— 


N 2 ſhould 
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ſhould the Poverty of others lie hid under the 
Umbrage of this Law, ſo as what they cannot 
have, they, if it were lawful, ſhould Jeem able 


to buy * Will you Romans g3ve your Wives oc-. 


cafion to contend in this manner, that the Rich 


omen ſhall deſire to have what no Woman elſe” 


can purchaſe, andthe poorer ſort, leſt for this 


very Reaſon they ſhculd be contemn'd,” to ſtretch 
beyond their Abilities ? She that Can,'out of her 
own Stock, will purchafe the thing ſhe lacks ;, 


and ſhe that cannot, will ask her Husband ;, and, 
woe be to that man who either does or does not" 


grant their Requeſts, tphen he shall ſee that which 
he himſclf mould not give her, given hex: by ano- 
ther man Andabundance moreto this pur- 
pofe; which is the Opinion that the Wiſeſt 
of the Romans had of Temperance, and the 
Abhorrence they had'of Luxury, as being 
always the Forerunner of the Ruine of any 
State or People. VE IV, | 
* In the Sth Boo, cap. 24; Decade 11, he 
gives us an Account of a-memorable Judg- 
ment vpon a Roman Centurion, for violating 
the Chaſtity of a petty Grecian Queen, who 


was committed t9 his Cuſtody among other 


Captives.” TheCenturionbeing taken with 
her Beauty, did firſt ſound her Inclinations, 
but finding her averſe t5 Voluntary Adul- 
tery, he offer'd- Violence t9 her Body,which 
Fortune had made a Slave; after which, he 
pnt her in Hopes of returpaing-40to her own 


Country, but at the ſame time  bargain'd 
' with her for: ſo much Gold ; and leſt any - 


of his own Poop ſhould know: it, he per- 
mitted her to ſe 
£9 tives, 


ad one of the other Cap- 


—_— 


— 
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tives, whom the pleas? d, to bring the Mo- . 
ney, and two of herFriends, to receive her” 


at the ſide of a River, whither he went the 
next Night, with his Captive, to meec 
them. .As ſoon as they had Thew'd him rt 2 
Gold, the Lady commanded her Friends t. 
draw their Swords, and kill the Centurion ; 
which being done, ſhe order'd them ro. cur 
off his Head, and wrapping it up in her 
Gown, carried it to her Husband Ortiagoz, 
whom before ſhe embraced, ſhe threw the 
| Certurion's Head at his Feer, acquainting 
him what Injury ſhe had receiv*d, and how 
ſhe had reyeng'd it; and ſpent the remaining 
part of her Life without any Stain upon her 
Conjugal Chaſtiry. | | 

The next thing belonging to our Subjet 
which cecurrs in this Hiſtorian, is, his Ac- 
count of the Bacchanalian Rites, Decad. 4, 
Lib. 9, Cap. 8, &c. as follows, viz. 

There came a petty Prieſt, or Prophet, 
of thoſe Times,. our of Greece into Erruria, 
now Tuſcany,"who was the chief Manager of 
certain Rites call'd 7n#4a, to which Religi- 

ous Performance there were addcd the 
' Pleaſures of Fealting and Wine, and when 
Wine and the Night, the Men and Women 
being mixt together, had extingniſh'd all 
Senſe of Shame, firft there were Debwche- 
ries of all ſorts committed, ingennous Men 
and Women lay<promiſcuouſly with one- 
another, and falſe Witneſſes, falſe Tokens 
and Judgments, came'ont of that ſame Oſfice 
of Roguery ; and many times People were 
killd or poyſon'd in their own Houſes, and 
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frequently *twas ſo order'd, that their Bo- 


ies could not be found to be buried. Ma- * 
uy Crimes were carried on by Treachery, 
a.1d more by Force, and thoſe Outrages were 
c:.nceal'd, by reaſon of their Houlings and 
tae noiſe of their Drums and Cymbals, ſo 
that no-body could hear the Cries of thoſe 
that had Violence offer'd to them when they 
were kilPd, or. had Violence offer'd to their 


-Chaſtity. This Miſchief came from Erruria 
| to Rome, where the bigneſs of the City con- I 


ceaPd their Villanies. 444 
Thoſe Wicked Practices came. at length 
to be diſcover'd by Poſtumizs the Conſul,,in 


" the following manner. P. e/fbutius being 
left an Orphan, was educated under , the 


tutelage of his Mother Daronia, and his Fa- 
ther-in-law T. Sempronius Rutilus, of whom 
his Mother was mighty fond, His Father- 
in-law having manag'd the Guardianſhip at 
that rate, that he could give no good Ac- 


- Count of it, had a mind either to deſtray 


the Young-man, or to have him oblig'd to 
him by ſome Bond ; and the beſt Way he 
could contrive to effect his Deſign was; by 
the Bacchanalian. Rites: , —— Whereupon 
Duronia calPd her Son, and told him, that 
ſhe had vow d. when he was ſick, that as ſoonas 
he recover d ſhe would initiate him in the Bac- 
chanalia, which ſhe was zow reſolv'd to perform ;, 
telling him, chat he muſt live' Chaft, for ten 
days ; that on the tenth day ſhe would carry him 
to Supper, and afterwards, when he ' was clean 
waſh'd, into the Sacrary. el utius happening 
to impart this to Hiſþala Fecenia, a £744 
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fan, with whom, he kept company, 2nd who 
lov'd him entirely, ſhe diſſuaded him from 
© it, telling him, i was 4 ſnare laid for bis Life, 
and pray*d, that. a thouſand Curſes might hghe 
on their Heads who per/waded him to it. The 
Youth admiring at the Diſorder ſhe was in, 
defir'd her to ſpare her Curſes,, for his Mo- 
- ther, by the Conſent of his Father-in-law, 
had; commanded him.. ſo. to do ; to , which 
She replied, Tour Father in-law makes baſte to 
deſtroy your Credit, Hopes, and Life, -— This 


put him into a Surprize, and made him the 


more eager to know; what the matter was; 
Whereapan ſhe Coeapaung Pardon of tne Gods 
and Goddefſles, if, forced by the Love $he 
bore him, $he reveaFd things that ought to 
have been conceaFd) told him, that when 
Shewwas a Waiting-maid, she went along 
with her Miſtreſs -into that Sacrary, bur 
ſince she was-free, never came within it : 
That. She knew it-to be the Shop of all Cor- 
ruption.; that as ſoon as any Perſon was 
introduc'd, he was deliver'd, like a Sacri- 
fice, to the Prieſts, who carried him into. a 
place that rung round with Howlings, Sing- 
ing, Cymbals, and Drums, that the Voice of 
any one that complain'd, when Luſtful Vio- 
lence was offer d to them, might not be 
heard : Wherefore shedeſir'd and beſeech'd 
him, that he would diſengage himſelf from 


that Deſign, by any mean+whatſoever, and. 


not throw himſelf headlong into that place, 
where he muſt both do and ſuffer all the 
moſt- abominable things imaginable. Nor 


would $he let him ſtir from her, before the 


N4 Young- 
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Young-man had promis'd that he, would 
kefp away from thoſe Myſteries, | 
When he”"came home. © his Mother began 
to tell him what he:muſt do jn order'to his 
initiation ; to which he anfwer'd, That” be 
r:vald not be initiated at all : Wherenpon $he 
cried out, That be was ſo intoxicated” with 
that. Serpent Aiſpala, that he had loft all reſpett 
for bis Father-in-law, his Mother, and the Gods 
themſelves. © His Father-in-law laying: hold | 
of the Opportunity, turn'd him out ofdoors, 
with four Servants; whereypon the Young- 
man went to his Aunt Aebutia, a grave Ma- 
tron, and acquainted her with the Cauſe of 
his being turn'd out ; ſhe advis'd-him to 
make Complaint. to. the 'Conful Poſtumins 
the next, day, which be'did privately ;-the 
Conſul did thereupon ſend for Aebntia, and 
being, inform'd by her concerning her Ne- 


Phew Abutivs, he ſent likewiſe for Hiſpala,” 


who being a4maz'd that ſhe 'ſhopld be” fent 
for by a-perſon of that. Pignity, went 'to 
His Hlouſk full of Fear. —— The Conſul 
taking het aſide, examin'd her before his 
Mother-in-law Sulpicia, a noble and grave 
Lady, concerning: what was done inthe 
Grove of <:mele, at the Bacchanals : She was 
ſo much ſurpriz'd,- that for ſome time ſhe 


Ul 


 ſtocd ſpeechleſs, and at laſt confeſs'd, Thar 


ſaid) whoſe Secrets fre bad diſcoyerd, ,-6 of 


when ſhe was a very little Girl, and a Servant, - 


| ſhe was initiated with her Miſtreſs, but, for 
\ ſome Tears ſe Enew nithing of what, they 'diad 
"there, and | 


. and wonld fain have'evaded any fur- 
ther Queſtions, being afraid of the Gods ($he 
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Men much more, who would tear ber "in pieces 


for \heing ſuch an Informer, and therefore 
ray'd they would fend her to ſome place 
ut of [taly, where $he might be in Safety, 
The Conful promis'd, that ſhe ſhould live ſe- 
cure at Rome; and - then the declar'd, that 
there was no manner of Villany omitted at 
thoſe Rites; that there were more Luſtful 
Enormities committed by the Men, amon 


themſelyes, than by the Women; that if 


any -ofie , were unwilling to endure ſoch 
Shamelefs Aftions,and flow to Wickedneſs, 
they were facrific'd for Victims, for they 
thonght nothing unlawful ,- which was the 
greateſt Tenet 'of their Religion, that fach 
Men. as would' not conſpire, aſſociate in 
Villany, or'-endure their Luſtful Unclean- 
neſs, they carried away into ſecret Dens 
and Caves, and gave out, that they were 
ſnatch*d away by the Gods ; and that for 


two Years paſt they had order'd, that no 


body $should be initiated, 'who 'was above 
Twenty Years of age, becauſe . the younger 
they were, they thought they would he the 
more ready to endure their Folly and Leud- 
 nefs. TheConſyl being thus throughly ins 
form'd cf the matter, acquainted the Se- 
nate with it, and amongft other things; in 
his Speech” to them; had theſe remarkable 
Sayings :' Do you think, Remans, that Young- 
men, who are mitiated into this” Order,” are” fit 
ro be made Souldiers of ? Shall we" put them in 


Arms, that come out of ſuch an obſcene *Brothel-+ 
houſe ? Will ſuch Fellows as. theſe "that are co- 
ver d-all over with Buggeries of theif« vwn and . 
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other men, fight for the Chaſtity of their Wives 
and Children? And ſetting forth at large 
the Danger. that. might accrue to the, State 
by thoſe Nightly Mectings, the Bacchavalie» 
Rites were prohibited by Order of the'Se. 


-P nate, all-the Prieſts of the-Qrder were com- 


manded to he Shut,up, and the Frequenters 
of thoſe Nightly Meetings, enquir'd after 5; 
ſich of them as they foynd-,to have been - 


| ouly initiated, and had ſaid, Prayers accor- 


ew ſerve-to' let us ſee how far Humane 


ding tothe Sacred Form, which-the Prieſts 
repeated before them, in, which was con» 
tain'd .a curſed Obligation +to,-commit .all 
AQs of Villany and Lechery, but had. not 
committed them, them they impriſon'd-; 
at thoſe whom they found. to -have been 
defiPd by Luft -or Murder, falſe  Teſtimo- 
nies, falſe Tokens, forging ,of Wills, or 


_ other Frauds, they put to: Death ; after 


which the Bacchanalia were pull'd down: at 
Rome, and all over Jtaty, _- | 

We $hall conclude our Inſtances from 
Livy, with this Paſſage, -which is the laſt 
that fam'd Hiſtorian affords us, that any 
way relates to our Subjeft, — It is. pro- 
per however to obſerve here, that the Zac- 


« chnalia, which we have now deſcrib'd, may 


juſtly-be reckon'd a-Kin to, if not the Oft- 
ſpring of, the Elenſine Sacra formerly men- 


tion'd ; both of them , had their Original 


from Greece, and were ſolemniz'd with much 
the like Secrecy-and Outrage ; and both of 


ature-may be deprav'd by raging Luſt, 
CHEN when 


* Is 
. 


AC, 
Ld 


" F: 


a General Hiſtow of Cahozine; 


when a Perſon or People are juſtly 'given 
_ upto it of God. mr, 
We think it proper, before. we come to 
the Inſtances of . the Roman Emperors, &c. 
which are but too too numerous, to: take a 
' yiew of thoſe perſons whom Plararch has 
honour'd to 'be their Biographer, and to 
excerpt from thence what . ſuits with our 

purpoſe, - '.. FR, * 
ſe have taken' notice, that Rome was 


founded by a ſpurious Brood, and 'in the - 


Life of Theſeus, which is the firſt in Plu- 


tarch : We shall find that" Athens had'much , _ 


the ſame fort of| Original ; - which is the * 
more obſervable, becauſe from thoſe"*two 


Cities the Chriſtian Religion met with the 
oreateſt Oppoſition, viz. from the- vain 
Philoſophy : of the former, and the more 


bloody and cruel Perſecution of the lat; 


rer. | 


Our Author tells us, That T; beſens ſeeits . 


to reſemble Romulxs 1n many particulars; 


and in his Birth eſpecially, both of *em-be--. 
ing born out of Wedlock, and of uncertain _ 
Parentage. Age however Is reckan'd t0-. 
be Father to Theſes, by Athia Daughter" ta - 
Plitheus, whom having got with Child, tis 
left a Sword and a pair of Shoes. hiding*< 

them under a great Stone, and making her ©- - 


only privy to 1t, commanding'her, that if 


ſhe brought forth a Son, who whenhecame - 
to Marrs eſtate should be able to lift np the 


Stone, and take away what he had left 
/ there, she _should ſend-him away to him 
with thoſe things with all Secrecy: Which 

; dT N She 
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She having accordingly abſery'd, her. Son 
Theſeus, ate 
his way of _murthering Men was call'd The 
Bender of Pines, committed Fornicatian: with 
his. Daughter Perignne, begot. Menalippus 
pp her, and afterwards . married her. «4 
another. | The next Feat. The/ews. did, was 
the killing of Phca, a Beaſt of great, X 
neſs, according to ſome, or a, cruel ard 
- Joftful Woman, according to others, who 
had the Name of a Sow givea her, from the 
beaſtlipeſs of her Life ; which, if true, She 
' _ way remarkably enough punish'd, by "one 
-* that was as guilcy of Incontinence as her 
ſelf,- ——— The next thing we haye of his 
Joi rs. is, that with Ariadze, by. whoſe 
rh vice and,Afſiſtance he overcame the Aj-. 
Fr gT 3D t having ſery'd his Ends, he de- 
Fer " for another, viz. Aeglt, with 
| Proms w/ in Love, and thereupon Art- 
+. ade died of Gree as ſome ſay, tho” others 
a. bor and alledge, She died in 
—— Our Author gives us. alſo 
"an Fccount of his Rape of Antzope, Princeſs 
- of the Amazons, — and, in Short, ſums up 
- His unlawful Amours, and the fatal nſe- 
* quence of them, in a few words, thus : Thit 
E - Marriages of Theſe were neither ho- 
ourable in their beginning, nar fortunate 


' DE. their 'Events; — and recounts them thus, 


Fr VIt. that be for d Aiaxo. the Traxenan : . 
" ravish'd the Daughters of *j7:.is and Cereyon 
married Perjbea the Mother of Ajex, and 
-.then Pheribea, and then Jope the Daughter of 

© Tphicles * Further he is accus Fd for deſerting 
J Arts 


r he had ſlain Sinnis, who from . 
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© #iazze, as is before related, being in love 
with <Agle, the Daughter of Paxopexs, an 
-- Action neither juſt ' nor honourable ; and - 
;. laſtly, for the Rape of Helen, - when he 


was fifty Years old; which fill'd-all Attics 


'- with War and Blood, 'and occalion'd his Ba- 


nishment -and Death, . Lycomedes having 


thrown him headlong. froma Rock, as he 


had hurried himſelf headlong into- Luſtful 
Paſſion; Such was the fatal Exit; of. this 


* Etlnick Hero, occaſion d by his Uncleannefs. 
--- In the Life of Zycurgu, that great Lacede-- 
* monian Philoſopher and Law-giver, we have 


an eminent. Inſtance of the truth of that: of 


the «8650 concerning the Heathens, that . 
becauſe 


when they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, he gave them up. to work 
all Uncleanneſs with greedineſfs ; for what 
lefs than a Judicial Bhndnefs could ſo much 


-  infatuateſuch a wiſeman as Lycargas, to al- 


low a Community of Wives, an the . pro- 
miſcuous Dancings of young Men and Wo- 
men together''naked, that muſt neceſſarily 
inflame their Luſts ? Which is own'd by 
Plutarch himſelf, tho? cover'd under the. 
handſom Expreffions of alluring them'to Mar- 
riage, not, upoh Intereſt and Equality of For+ 


rune and Birth, . but from the ſweet Conſtraint 


and unſophiſticated Diftates of Nature, — The 
Reaſons of this Community of Women he en» 


Z 


285 


forc'd by theſe Argumears following, viz; 


That Children are not ſo much the Propricty of 
their Parents, 4s of the Commonwealth, and. 


therefore be would not have 'em begot by be firſt 


Comet t, but by the beſt Men that could be found*. 


That 
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| That the Laws of other Nations ſeem'd to bim 


very defettive and incongriious, who were very 


. follicitous for the Bread of their Dogs and Hor- 


es, and ſent a great way ro get the beſt Stallions 
fo yet rp heir W v7 oe Lock and K Y, 
for fear of other Men ;, "whereas themſelves were 
crazd, old, or infirm, and more fit to propagate 
Diſeaſes than their Species. Certainly any 
man; at: firſt ſight, muſt needs fee that 
thoſe. Dictates of our-Philoſopher are cobn- 
trary to the Dictates of Nature, and'natu- 
rally Introduttive of all-ntanner of -Villany 
and' Diſorders. —— Reaſon, as well as Re- 
velation, teaches us, that Jealouſie is the 
Rage of a Man, and that there is nothing 
more, unſupportable to Humane : Nature: 
All Hiſtories are full:of' Tragical Inſtances 
of it; and:Experience teaches us, that thoſe 


- Nations where ſack promiſcuous .Copulati- 


.ons are-allow'd, differ bur-very little from 
Brutes; whoſe Example Lycargns propoſes; 
and they follow. If it be objefted, What 
we find in the Life of our Author, that fo 
long as'theſe Ordinances were obſery'd,.the 


- Women were ſo far from that Scandalous 


Liberty which hath ſince been objefted to 
them, that they knew not what the Name 
of Adultery meant ; it may be anſwerd, 
That it implies a downright ContradiCtion ; 
for ff thoſe Ordinances: were obſerv'd, the 


Commonwealth of Sparta muſt neceſſarily 


have abounded with Adultery, whether they 
knew the Name 6f it or not: Burt it's pro- 


. bable, that ſeeing ſach a | Choice of Par- 
- mojurs was allow'd' them by Lycurgus's Laws, 


they ' 


4 
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they did not reckon lying with their Neigh- 
bours Wives Adultery : And therefore Ge- 
radas might welt fay, That i was as impoſſi- 
\ ble to find an Adulterer in Sparta, as to find 4 
Bull with a-Neek ſo long, that he conld ftand at 
one ſide of the Myumain Taygetns, and drink 
of the River that run on the other ſide of it. 
It is alſo obſervable, that this Praftiſe did 


not anſwer the/Fnd taken from-his" Brutiſh = 


Reaſon, viz. to' have ftrong and healthful 
Children ; for'we have'an Account by this 
ſame Author, that if they found the Child 
, upon its Birth to be' deform'd;*and* of an 

1f- Complexion, they orderd: it to be caſt 
into a deep Cavern of 'the Earth, near: the 
Mountain T aygerxs ; and that the Women 
did alſo bath the new-born 'Children- in 
Wine, tiinking it would immediately kill 
thoſe of a-weak . Conſtitution: And yet; 
notwithſtanding all thoſe. Precantions, we 


find that they had weakly Children' bred . 
vp, and thoſe, our Author ſays, they em-. 


ploy'd in gathering Sallads and Herbs. 


To conclude 'this/porgr ; It. is' not at all | 


to be wonder'd at, that a People who al- 

low'd fuch Unfaithfulneſs as to the Mar- 
_ riage-bed, ſhould'grow ſo unfaithfol in all 
their other Tranſa#tions as the Lacedtmo- 
mans did, which occaſion'd their being ut- 
terly ruin'd by the Achenians. 

In the Life of Numa Pompilins, ſo much 
reverenc'd by the Romaxs for his Piety, and 
accounted the firſt Inſtituter of their Reli- 
gion, we find, that when a Roman was ſuffi- 
ciently ſtock'd with .Children, in caſe his 
| | Neigh- 
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igt 


_; 
- Neighbour, who. had none, - ſhould deſire 
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him-to:;accommodate him 'with his "Wife; 
that he alſo might have the Benefit of Iſſue 
from ſuch a fruitful Woman : Numa. al- 
low'd the-Husband either to lend: his Wife 
for a time, or to looſe the Bonds of Mar- 
riage, and conſign her into-the Hands of 


— her Paramour for ever. — An early Pre. 


ſage that, Rome was at laſt to become the 
Mother of Harlots, and of ' the Abominations 
of the Earth ; . another Inſtance of thoſe 
wiſe Heathens being -judicially given up of 
God to their Uncleanneſs, ; becauſe they did 


not. improve the Knowledge they had'to 


the Glory of:God; .of whoſe Being and At- 
tributes they had ſuch clear Ideas. 

In-the Life of Solow we have an Account 
That that great Phzlo/ſopher and Suw-giver 
was guilty of Unlawful Love towards Boys, 


and that deſigning to appropriate that Bru- 
tiſh pleaſure to ſuch as he calld Gentlemen, 


he forbad the uſe of it to Slaves: In one 
of his Laws he permits an Heireſs, if her 
Lawful Husband prove” impotent, to lye 
with his neareſt Kinſman z and yet he! was 
ſo inconſiſtent with himſelf, that he permit- 
ted any one to kill an Adulterer, thatfound 
him-in the AA. —— We $hall conclude this 
paſſage with his Account of himſelf in;this 
Diſtick : | 0.4 


4 ; in | 
I mind a Song,,a Miſs, and Glaſs of Wine ; 
e are moſt mens Delights, andtheſe are mine, 


In 


a General iſtoy of Whozing: 

_ Inthe Life of Camillus we. have an. Acs 
count; how the Latins were defeated by 
their Laſciviouſneſs and Whoredom, when 
they had reduced the Romazs to a very great 


ſtrait, the paſſage is thus : The Latins de» 


manded.a certain number of free Maids 
from the Romans in Marriage; the latter 
looking upon this as a Trick only to gain 
Hoſtages, and yet being both afraid and 
unable to carry on the War, they durſt not 
poſitively refuſe them ; whereupon Tutsla, 
or Philotss as ſome call her; advis'd the Ma« 
iſtrates to ſend her, and ſome ther beanti- 
Fal Darnoſels,who were Bond-maids, habited 
like Free-Virgins, arid while the Larins were 
in their Dalliances with them, they would 
give them a Signal to fall out upon them : 
Which being agreed on accordingly, Tutuls 
in the Night-time ſet up a lighted - Torch 
upon a. wild Figtree, hanging up ſome 
from the Latin Camp, while it was percep= 
tible to the Romans, and accordingly they 
fally'd, ſfurpriz'd and deſtroy”d the Larius, 
in remembrance of which a Feſtival was ap< 
pointed, call'd the None Capratice, wherein 
the People run out of the City in a confuſed 
tnanner , calling aloud the moſt familiat 
and uſual Nanes, as Cains, Marcus, Lucins. 
and the like, a? they did at the Sally ;, and 
the Maid-ſervants, richly adorn'd, ran a- 
bout, playing and jeſting upon all they mer, 
and amongſt themſelves uſe a kind of skir- 
_miſhing, to ſhew they help'd in the Confli& 
againſt ghe Larizs ;, and in the time of their 
Q Feaſt< 
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lothes, on the Tree that hid the Torch - 
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Feaſting they ſit ſhaded over with Bovghs of 
wild Figtree. ut | 

Our next Inſtance is that bold Athenian 
Gentleman Pericles, whoſe Weak Side. was 
Laſciviouſheſs, and therefore he hecame the 
Snbje& of the Railery of the Comick Poets 
of his time ; who upbraided him, as being 
the errant?ſt Whoremonger that ever liv'd, 
charg'd him with diſhoneſt Converſe with 
the Wife of Merippus, and of committing 
Inceſt with his own Son's Wife : His In- 
trigue with A/þatia before Marriage is alſo 
much taken Notice of, and She is accus'd of 
being no better than a amd, or as the Tran- 
flator expreſſes it, Keeper of a Yaulting-ſchool, 
They did alſo upbrajzd him with the Vola- 
rics or Birdcages of Pyrilampes, who being 
Pericles Friend, they pretended that he 
us'd to preſent Peacocks and fine Birds to 
Pericles's Miſſes. The Puniſhments inflited 
upon Pericles we find to be, that he was not 
only envied and diſturb*d by T umults and 


' Seditions, but diſquieted with the Diſobe- 


. dience and Scurrilous Reflections of hisown 


eldeſt Son, depriv'd of him and his youngeſt 
Son, whom he loy*d entirely, by Death, 
and conſtrain'd at laſt to repeal his own 
Law againſt Baſtards enjoying any Inheri- 


_ tance, that his Baſtard Son ſhould keep. n 


the Name of his Family ; and he was cut 0 
too at laſt, by. Order of the Senate : And 
Pericles himſelf, who had burnt ſo much. in 
Luſt, was. conſuim'd to death by a burning 
Plague, his Uncleanneſs having fix'd ſuch a 
Stain upon his Memory, as all his Erect 
. "Ah 
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Ations have not been able to wipe off: 

In the Life of Fabins Maximus we have 
an Account how Tarentum was betray'd to 
| him by means of an Unchaſt Woman, whe; 

with .her Amours and Flatteries prevaila 
upon her Lover, a Noble Brutian, to betray 
the Town.- to. the Romans : Fabius having 
ſent her Brother, who was in his Army, it- 
to the Town on purpoſe to manage the In- 
trigue; or, according to others, ſhe had 
formerly been Fabiuss own Miſtreſs, and he 
permitted her to go and corrupt the Taren- 
tine Governor by her lewd, Embraces, which 
occaſion'd the taking and cruel deſtruction 
of the Town : So fatal are Harlots to all 
Commonwealths where they are ſuffer'd to re- 
- main unpuniſh'd. 

We have already had occaſion to obſerve 
how fatal the Impure Amours of Alcib;ades 
was to all Greece, and particularly to Athens ; 
but there are divers more obſervable Parti- 
 culars as to that matter, in his Life written 
by Plutarch, tho* he was continually attend- 
ed by that excellent perſon Socrates, whoſe 
wholſome Inſtructions had much Influence 
upon him, yet all his Philoſophy was not 
able to reform him, We find him accus'd, 
when a Boy, of a Suſpicion of being a Cara- 
mite ; his Wife Hipparere, a virtuous Lady, 
and one that loy'd him entirely, abandon'd 
him at laſt, becauſe of his mukitude of 
Whores, and ſu'd for a Divorce from him ; 
but when ſhe x- eſented her ſelf before the 


Magiſtrate for that end, Alcibiades retook 
her again by- Force. — He 1s accus'd of be- ” 
| 0:3 ing - 
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ing Luxurious in his Eating, Drinkiog, and 
- Amovrs, and was much deſpis'd by the 4- : 


thenians,” becauſe, inſtead. of their uſual En- 
<Ggns upon his Shield, he had a Cupid paint- 
ed upon it with a Thunderbolt in his Hand. 
Ariſtophon the Painter drew him fitting in 
che Curteſan Nemea's Arms, which much 
diſpleas'd the graver Athenians. While he' 
was an Exile at Sparta, het debauch'd the 
Wife of Agi« King of Lacedemon, and had a 
Son by her : And *tis obſervable, that the - 
cauſe of his being baniſhd from His own | 


Country and condemr'd to Death, was his 


having perform'd the debauch'd Myſteries 
of the Eleuſina Sacra by way of Mockery, 
The Injury he did to Ag King of Lacede- 
mon made him unſafe there, ſo that he fled 
for Security to Ti/aphernes the Perſian Ge- 
neral, Jn a word, his whole Life was a 
continued Series of remarkable Ups and 
Downs : And his Death was no leſs remar- 
kavle, the Hiſtorian giving us an Account 
of it in this manner, viz. That having re+ 
tir'd to a ſmall Village in Phrygja, with one 
Timanara a Miſtreſs of his, he was, at the 
inſtance of the Lacedemonians, attack'd in 
his Houſe by ſome Barbarians, who ſetting it 
on fire, he with much ado cſcap'd thro' the 


; Flames, and was at laſt ſlain by their Darts, 


his Miſtreſs 7;mandra having buried him 
with as much Decency as het Circumſtances 
would allow. Thus Cid. Alcibiades fall in- 
gloriouſly by his” Luſts, who had done ſo 
many Great and Glorioys *Ations in the 
World. WE; 


We 


my 
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We have already touch'd upon the Judg-: 


ments which purfued Dionyſius, the Luſtful 
Tyrant of- Sicily, for his Uncleanneſs, but 
- meeting with a further Inſtance of it inthe 
Life of Timoleon, It is thought proper to 
' take notice-of it here in the words of Ple- 
tarch, viz. That all the Miſchiefs and Vexa- 
tions of his former Reign were abundantly 
repaid and outdone by thoſe Evils and Ca- 
lamities which he then ſuffer'd, for heliv'd 
to ſee the Funerals of his Sons in the prime 
of their Ape, the” Rapes of his Daughters 
in the 'Flower of their Virginity, and the 
- Proſtitution of his own Siſter, that became 
his Wife, who being firſt villanouſly treat- 
ed, and her Perſon exposd to all' the Luſt 
and Lewdneſs of the common Souldiery, ſhe 
was afterwards . murder*d, together with 
her Children, and their Bodies caſt into the 
Sea. Thus was Djonyſius puniſh'd, as we 


may ſay, in Specie, for his Luſt and Cruel- _ 


ty. 

In the Life of Pelopidas we find this re- 
markable Paſſage concerning - Archias, the 
Tyrant of Thebes, who having render'd 
himſelf odious to the People by his Op- 
preſfion, and ſent many of them into Exile, 
ſ,me of the Chief of thoſe Exiies contriv'd 
his Ruine, under the Condu@Q of Pelopidas, 


thus : Philidas, who was Secretary to Ar- 


chias, having invited him and ſome others 
to an Entertainment tq drink freely and 
accompany ſome married Whores, he was 
ſo much taken up with his Cups and the 
ExpeQation of* his Female Gnnds, that _ 
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he had-a Letter ſent- him diſcovering the. 
Plot againſt his Life, and deliver'd with 
this Meſſage, | That it contain'd Matters of 
Concern, and therefore *twas neceſſary he ſhould 
read it ; he anſwer'd, Matters of Concern to 
morrow. And as he was carrouſing thus, / 
Charon and Molon, two of the Conſpirators, 
having put on Womens Apparel over their 
Armour, and thick Garlands of Firr and 
Pine to ſhade their Faces, in this man- 
ner came to the Door, upon which Archion 
and his Gueſts gave an Huzza, thinking 


they had been the lewd Women that they 


expe-ted, but were quickly undeceiv'd, and 


had their Hearts pierced by the Conſpira- 


tors\Swords, at the ſame time when they 
were plerced with the Darts of raging Luſt. 
And-.thus Thebes was deliver'd from Ty- 
ranny. 

In that ſame Life we have an Account: 
how Divine Juſtice purſued Alexander the 
Tyrannical King of Pherea, for his Brutiſh 
Luſt. His Wife Thebe, Davghter to Jaſon, 
being enrag'd at him for his Debaucheries, 
and particularly for abuſing her younger 
Brother to his Luſt, ſhe contriv'd his Death 
thus; —— She hid her three Brothers ina * 
Room near to his Pedchamber, all the other 
Apartments being full of the Tyrant's 
Night-guards; before his Chamber 'there 
lay a fierce Dog chain'd, which would flye . 


at all but the T'yrant's Wife and .a Servant 


that fed him : When Night came Thebe 

went in alone to his Chamber, according to 

the nſual Cuſtom, and finding hin aſleep, 
came 
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came out again;' commanded the Servant to_ 
lead away the Dog, for the King wovld take 
ſome Reſt, and then covering the Stairs with 
Wool, brought np her Brothers into his 
Chamber, where they kill'd him, and throw- 
ing out his Carcaſs, it was trod under. foot 
in great Contempt by the Pherears. 

In the Life of Marcis Cato the Cenſor we 
find that the grave Romans thought that not 
ſo much as a Marriage, or a Night's Lodging 
for the Procreation of Children, nay, not a 
Feaft or. Drinking-bout, ought to be permit- 
ted according to every one's Fancy, without 
being cenſur'd and enquir'd into; and there- 
fore they choſe. two Perſons, one out of the 
Patricians, the other out of the Commons 
who were to watch, corre&, and puniſh, if 
apy one ran too much after Voluptnouſneſs ; 
and therefore Cato, tho' he met with-much 
Oppoſition, becauſe of his Seyerity; was 
prefer'd to that Imployment ; and the firſt 
remarkable thing which we find perform'd 
by him in that Office was, the Expulſion of 
Lucins Ouintus from the Senate, becauſe he 
had, to pleaſe a Boy whom. he kept as a Ca» 
tamite,. order'd a condemn'd Perſon to be 
executed before him at aFeaſt. He did alfo 
throw Manrilixs out of the Senate, becauſe in 
the preſence of his Davghter,. and in open 
Day, he was a little too ſweet upon his own 
Wife. —— The People were {o well plea- 
ſed with his Behaviour in his Imployment, 
that they erefed a Statue for him in the 
| Temple of the Goddefs of Health with the 


following Inſcription; That this was Cato 
2 the 


thereat, the old Man, - in revenge, married 
a young Woman, Daughter to Salonius his 
own Clark 5 and when his Son ask'd him the 
reaſon of it, he anſwer'd: him-ſoft and fair, 
Good Son, 1 defire to have many Children, and 
to leave the' Commonwealth more ſuch Citizns as 


1n the Life of Pyrrhys we have an Account - 
that his multiplying of Wives witha deſign 
to enlarge his Intereſt, had -not the happy 
Effe& which he propos'd to himſelf by it, 


for Lanaſſa, one of his Wives, took ſo great 


Offence at his Inclination to the reſt, that 
ſhe deſerted him, and married Demetrius 
King of Macedonia, and by that means kin« 
dled a War betwixt him and Pyrrbus. In 
that ſame Life we do alſo find, | that Pyrrhus 


was invited againſt Sparra by Cleonymus, one 


of the Chief Men.there, becauſe his Wife 


+ Chelidonis falling deſperately in Love with 
- Acrotatus, that Youngſter diſhonour'd_ his 


Bcd ; and therefore, to revenge himſelf he 
| the 


In the Life of Syla we haye this Account 
of him ; That he ns'd'to fit on a Chair of 
State amongſt beautiful Women, Mimicks, 
Fidlers, and ſuch-like Raſcally People, on 
whom. he ſquander'd away the Revenues of 
' whole Countries and Cities, beſtowing on 
ſome of them ' Ladies in Marriage againfk 
their Will, ſo as his Gratuities were: much 
more intolerable than his Uſarpations. He 
kept company with Actors, . Atreſſes, and 
Minſtrels, drinking with %*em Night and 
Day : He alſo indulg'd himſelf in Unnatural 
Luſt with Men, particularly Metrobjus the 
Woman-afor : But behold the juft Judg- 
ment of God upon him ; — Theſe laſcivious 
Courſes brought him into a Diſeaſe which 
made his Bowels to feſter, ſo that at laſt the 
corrupted. Fleſh broke forth into Lice in ſuch 
prodigious quantities, that all the Hands he 

could employ were not able to deſtroy em, 
| | % 
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{o that his Clothes, Beds, Baſons, and Meat 


was poſſnted with that Contagion : Hewent 
often into the Baths by day, to ſcoure- and 


+ cleanſe his Body, -but all-in vain, the courſe 


return'd ſo quick, and with ſuch numerous 
Supplys,. as overcame all manner of Rid- 
dance; fo that, in fine, he who had led an 
unclean Life dy'd of an abominable and un- 


. 


clean Diſeaſe. ' Þ Mont 

In the Life of Cimon, Plutarch tells us, that 
he was lewd and vicious, accuſes him of In- 
ceſt with his own Siſter, and other unclean 
Pradtices, and at laſt he died of a Wound, 
as ſome Authors ſay, which he receiv'd from 
the Barbarians in a Skirmiſh, his Impurity 
having fix'd a perpetual ſtain upon him, 
which all his great Adions could never wipe 
off. ' In that-ſame Life we meet 'with a re- 
markable Paſſage concerning Pauſanias the 
Lacedemonian, who having ſollicited a young 
Lady of Coxftantinople, call'd Cleonice, to de- 
bauch her, her Friends dreading the Power 
of the Tyrant, were ford to abandon her 
to him : Cleonice commanded the Servants to 
put out all the Lights, and approaching his 
Bed ſilently in the dark, ſhe ſtumbled upon 
the Lamp, which ſhe overtarnd and ſpilt : 
Pauſanias being, awak'd by the noiſe, and 
thinking it had been ſome Aſſaflin to attack 
him, ſnatch'd up his Poinard and, wounded 


\. her mortally, after which he never enjoy'd 


himſelf, but was diſturb'd in his' Thoughts, 
and haunted by her Ghoſt, ſo that he never 
bad Succeſs in any thing afterwards, and was 
at laſt ſlain by order of the Senate in Amer - 
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 va's Temple, whither he had fled for Re- 
fuge. : 

Fn the Life of Zucullus we find, that there 
was a ſtop put to the Careir of his good For- 
tune and Glory, chiefly by means of 'Clodius, 
his Wife's Brother, who was ſo unnatural a 
Villain as to .commit Adultery and Inceſt 
with his own Siſter Clodia, Lucullns's Wite, 
and ſtirring up the Fimbrian Army againſt 
Lurullus, prevented his further Conqueſts : 
Lucullus himſelf returning - to Rome, gave 


himſelf np to all manner of Loxury, and was 


at laſt depriv'd of his Senſes by a Philtre or 
Amorous Potion, giv'n him by Caliſthenes his 
Freeman, to endear him to himſelf; ſo that 
this Great Man was not only ruin'd by the 
Laſciviouſneſs of himflf and others, but a 
ſtop-was thereby put to the Kg an Conqueſts, 
which had otherwiſe, ſays our Author, not 
been bounded by the Euphrates, but by the 
uttermoſt parts of the Earth, and the Hyrca- 
nian Sea. TIM 1 

In the Life of Pompey the Great we find 
that famous General accus'd of unchaſte A- 
mours with Flora the Courteſan, whom be 
afterwards refign'd to his Friend Geminins, 
upon whRh ſhe languiih'd and died. We 
find likewiſe, that Sy{a, to gain over this 
Great Man to his Party, perſwaded him to 
put away his Wife Ant;/tia, and to marry 
eAmilia Davghter-in-law to. fylla, who was 
at that time Wife to another Man, by whom 
ſhe was big with Child. . This unlawful Mar- 
riage was ſoon after puniſh'd in part, for 
Antiſtias, Father to Anriftia, was murder'd = 
> | tne 
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the Senate, as a Fayourer of Sylla for Pom- 


pey's ſake, and her Mother upon this account 
Tpade away with her ſelf, — Theſe were the 
Tragedies that attended that unhappy Mar- 


Tiape, ſays Plutarch ;, and*that there might 


be nothing wanting to compleat the laſt A 
by Heav'ns, even eAmilia her ſelf not long 
after died at Pompey's in Child-bed, ' 
' Theſe things were the more inexcuſable 
in Pozppey,- becauſe we find that'he delighted 
much in the diſcovery of. Weakneſſes of the 
fame Nature 'in Mithridates, when he ſeiz'd 
his ſecret Writings, wherein, amongſt other 
things, he found abundance of wanton Love- 
Letters betwixt Mithridatcs and' his Concu- 
bine Monune. — He might have taken War- 
ning; one would. think, ' of the Judgments 
that' purſued Mithridares for his Intempe- 
rance, ſeeing when all his Concubines were 
brought” before Pompey, he could not” but 
ceive the abominable Crimes into which 
is Inſtful Temper had hurried him head- 
long, for moſt of his Concubines were 
either the-Daughters or Wives of Princes 
and great Commanders, except it was one 
whom they calPd $Srraronice, who was Daugh- 
ter to a Maſician ; and having pleas'd M;- 
tbridates, by ſinging before him at'a Banquet, 
his luſtfol Paſſion was ſo much rais'd that he 
immediately took her to Bed with him, and 


' in the Morning preſented her. Father (who 


.grumbPd that he had taken his Daughter 
without ſpeaking one kind Word to him- 
ſelf ) with many rich and -coſtly Preſents, 
and the Eſtate of a Noblemag lately __ 

| | where- 


+» v4, 


amd 


mi, 4 A -.99 


a aA Hd A c - I. 4 wr & 


a Genetal iſto of Whozing, 
whereupon - the..old- Fellow . was fo much 
tranſported,. that putting on his. Purple 
Robes, and mounting his Horſe, he rode 
throvgh the City, cry ing out, All this is mine, 
and ſo became the Herauld, of his own, as 
well as of Mithridates's Folly; and to thoſe 
that lavgh'd at him for the. ſame he id, 
There was no ſuch Wonder in this, tut rather, 
that he did not throw Stones at all he met, bs was 
fo much beſide himſelf with Joy. _ " | 
Another Piece of Vengeance that purſued 
Pompey,and wherein he miglit read his Crime 
in -his Puniſhment, was, That his Wife A4u- 
tia, during his abſence, had diſhonour'd his 
Bed ; at which- he' was ſo nettFd, that he 
ſent her a Bill of Divorce. BE. 
Pompey, in purſuit of his Amorous Incli- 
nation, did likewife commit a piece of no- 
torious Injuſtice, in marrying Julia, Daugh- 
ter to Ceſar, who had been affianced before, 
and was to be married within a few days -t9 
Cepio, and, to appeaſe Cepio's Anger, mar- 
ried his own Davghter to him, who had 
formerly been eſpouſed to Fauſtxs, the Son. 
of Sylla. Pompey was ſo much beſotted with 
his Love to Julia, that he created abundance 


- 


of Envy to himſelf, by committing the Go- 
vernment of his Provinces and Legions into 


the Hands of his Friends, as his Lieutenants, 
whilſt he himſelf wantonly rambPd up. and 
down, careſling his Wife, throughout all the 
Delicacies of 7raly ; but he was ſoon depriv'd 
. of her, for ſhe dy'd in Child-bed, her Daugh- 
ter not outliving her many days. 


He 


'"Yy 


4 


- . 
LE —— 


. 
_— — A A EC A. well ede + ADS VAC. a 


— ———— -—— 
> +  Gm_m_ ae 


— DEI 


— 


es Be 


05 Gee AE -_ GEa- 2 ox 8 eto un oo ner oct Aa Er In EE Oe tat 
- 


_ _- "Yn Eſſay towatys | 

He afterwards married Coryelia Daughter 
to Merelins Scipio, and Relit of Publius the 
Son of Crafſus, a young Lady of great Quali- 
ty, Beauty, and Education; . but this Mar- 
riage was very unpleaſing to ſome People, 
who thought that ſhe was a Match more a- 
reeable to his Son, and were angry that 
he Afﬀairs of the City lay negle&ted; while 
he, from whom they expeS&ed. .a Cure to 
their DitraQtions; went crown'd with Gare 
lands, and was reyelling in - his Nuptial 

TR LOR EGPITCoe)* « 
. Irs obſervable, that at the very laſt his 
Fondneſs towards this young Lady, and his 
Fear that her Beauty might expoſe her' to 
ſome Diſhonour amongſt the Parthians, was 
the chief Argument that prevail'd with him 
not tohave recourſe thither, where, in all 
probability; he might have been able to_re- 
new the War, and recover his Glory, after 
his Defeat in the Phar ſalian Plains; ſo that 


| reſolving to ſail for Egypr, and intruſt him- 


elf with Ptolomy; he was, by Advice of that 
young, King's Condit: barbarouſly and in- 
humanly murder'd, as going aſhore in a Boat 
in order, as he thonght, to a favourable Re- 
ception; the diſtreſſed Corneliaand his Friends 
beholding this lamentable Tragedy: from on 
board the Veſſels where they-were. Thus 
fell this Great Man, to which, it cannot. be 
denied, that his Amorous;and Senſval Tem- 
per did highly contribute: Not that I would 
be underſtood poſitively to aflert, . that Un- 


*cleanneſs was the fole procuring Cane uf 


thoſe Tragical Diſaſters that befel this **2£ 
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Man and others, whom I have mention'd or 


ſhall mention in the courſe of this Hiſtory, - 


it being enough for my Delign. to prove, 
that it- was always one of the viſible Cauſes, 
and that it. makes good the Aſſertion of the 
Wiſe-Man in the Proverbs, where ſpeaking of 
the Harlot or ſtrange Woman in general, 


he ſays, That ftrong Men have 14x rot | 
peaking 


by ber ;, of which there is nota more {| 
and demonſtrable Inſtance than this of Pom 
pey, Who had triumpl'd over Aſia, Africaz 
and Exrope, and yet was himſelf a Captive 
and Subje& of Triumph to his own Luſts. 
In the Life of Ctq the younger, who was 
not only a. great Pretender to. Virtue, but, 
compar'd with his Contemporaries, a glori- 
ous Mirror of it, We find that. he -had no 
true Notions of the Honour of the Marriage 
Bed, nor any juſt Idea of Chaſtity; as isap- 
parent from the following Inſtance, Qu 
tus Hortenſius, whom Plutarch calls a Man.of 


ſingular Worth and approved Virtue, propos'd to 


Cato, That his Daughter Porcia, who was 
already married to. Bibulus, and-had already 


born him two Children, might be given to 
him as a fruitful Field, from which he might 


raiſe an Offspring ; For, . aid he, rho' this in . 


the Opinion of. Men may ſeem ſtrange, yet. in Na- 
ture it would be honeſt and profitable for the Pub- 
lick, that a Woman, in the prime of her Touth, 
ſhould not ye uſeleſs, and loſe the Fruit of - her 
Womb : Nor, on the other ſide, would it be con- 
venient ſhe | ſhould burthen - and impoveriſh. one 
Man, by bringing him too many Children. Alſo 


by this Communication of Families among worthy, | 


Men, 
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Aen, Virtue would encreaſe and be diffusd thrs? 
their Poſterity, and the Commontwealch would, be 
wired and cemented by their Aliances. Tet, if 
Bibulys 0x14 not part with his Wife altogether, 


 bewould reſtore ber as ſoon as ſhe had brought him 


a Child, w ercby be might be united to both their 
mr "Cato gay pg 4 That he lov/d Hor- 
tenſius very well, and did much approve of uni- 

UI. thetr Fe; but he thought hugh y ſtrange 
ro Freak of marrying bis Daughter, who was al- 
ready foe co another. Then Hortenſirs turn- 
ing the Diſcqurſt, acknowledg'd, that *rwlas 
Cato's own Wife which he deſir'd, for ſhe was 
young and fruitful, and be bad already Children 


enough, To which Cato agreed, with the 


Conſent of his Wife Martia and her Father 
Philip, and after the Death of Hortenſius took 


her again, for which Ceſ#r reproath'd_ him, 


as having a mercenary delign'in his Mar- 
riage, ſaying, 1f Cato had need of a Wife, 
why did he part with her ? And if he had not: 
why did ht take her again, unleſs he gave her 
ay as a Bait to Hortenſius, and lent her when 


ſhe was Jos to bave her again when ſhe was © 


rich ? —— It's plain from this Inſtance, that 
Cato was guilty of countenancing Impurity 
in others, if he was not aQually guilty of it 
himſelf; and ſeeing he was unwilling to take 
his Daughter from Bibalus, and yet -as wil- 
ling to gratifie Hortenſies by parting with 
his own Wife, it would argue, that he was 
weary of her, and that he would make no 
Scruple to uſe other Women, ſeeing he al- 
low'd. her to give up herſelf into the Embra- 
ces of another 'Man. But now it remains 
| that 
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that we ſhonld take notice of the Judgments 
which purſued this great Man,of which, with. 
out - breach of Charity, we may look upon 
this Crime, amongſt others, to have been 
one of the procuring Cauſes. It's known to 
every one, that he tollow?d Pompey, and ad- 
her'd to him againſt Ceſar, and that after 
Pompey's Defeat he retir'q to Utica, where, 
having no hopes: of retrieving; his deſperate 
Afﬀairs, he deliberately murder'd himſelf, 
from which Deſign-all the Endeavours of his 
Friends were not able to divert him : And 
thus the Divine Vengeance. made. him the 
_-Executioner of Juſtice upon. himſelf, which 
he ought to haye ſuffer*d by the hands of 
others, for that brutiſh and. unnatural Car- 
Triage to his Wife. . 

In theLife of Demetrizs Poliorcetes we have 
an account, that when this great Prince laid 
Siege to Megara, he was 10 far tranſported 
with a Luſtful Paſſion for Crateſipolss the Wi- 
dow of Poliperchon, a Lady of greater Beauty 
than Virtue; that leaving his Army, he went 
to make her a Viſit with two or three of his 
Intimates ; but when he came near the City 
of Patras, where ſhe liv'd, he fell into an 
Ambuſh of Caſander's Men, whence with 
great difficulry he eſcap'd, by the ſwittneſs 
of his Horſe, — And thus he had well. nigh 
made a ſarrender of his Liberty and Deſign 
to the Charms of a laſcivions Woman, Ir 
is alſo obſerv'd of this Demetrize, that he had 
many. Wives at the ſame time, and notwith- 
ſtanding his multiplicity of Wives, became 
ſo enamour'd vpot! £41, -” Tg Lady, 
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but infamous for her looſeneſs of -Converſa- 
tion, that 'twas faid all other Ladies were 
amorous of Demetrius, but Demetrizs was only 
amorous of Lamia. | | 

This Luſtfol Prince was not however fa- 
tisfied with his variety of Women, but did 
alſo pollute himſelf with the unnatural Crime 
of Sodomy:;, and it's ſloried of him, that ha- 
ving-been jolt ſeveral days in a Debanch a- 
mong his Companions, and pretending to 
keep his-Chamber afterwards, by reaſon of 
Indiſpoſition, his Father Anrigonu came to 
ſe him, wpon his approach to Demetria:'s 
Chamber, out bolts a ſprightly young Fel- 
iow; and Artigonus going to his' Bed-ſide, 


and feeling his Pulſe, Demetrius not know- 


ing well how to excuſe himſelf, pretended 
that he had bcen ill of 4 Fever, but that he hoped 
it had now left him.  Tes, reply*d the King, 
1 believe it, for 1 juſt now met it at your Chamber 
Door ;, alluding to the young Catamite that 
ſprung ont of his Chamber, 

His Victories, and the Benefits which he 
beſtow'd. upon the Athenians, put their. In- 
vention upon the rack. to conferr new-devi- 


| fed Honovrs and Flatteries yupon him, and 


therefor e-they order'd him a Lodging be- 


"hind Mrervas Temple, in the Apartment 


cf the Virgins, the vow'd Votaries of that 
Goddeſs, which occaſion'd the Wits of the 
Time 'to fay, Thar Minerva had got a darge- 
reus Inmate 5, and, That it was not munch to the 
Reputatim of ber Virgins Cheſtity, to ke'p com- 
pany with Demetrivs. And as for Demetrius 
himſelf, he was ſo far from ſhewing any Re- 
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yerence to the Goddeſs with whom he had 
taken up his Quarters, that he gave himſelf 
up to'the moſt infamous Liberties; and de- 
bauch'd the young Women and Matrons of 


Athens to that degree, as 'tis a ſhame for a 


modeſt Pen to relate. . | 

This brutiſh Youth was ſo much enrag'd 
with unnatural Luſt, that he tempted a beau- 
- tiful young Man, call'd Damocles, to that de- 
gree, as made him to decline.all manner of 
publick Converſation, on purpoſe to ayoid 
his deſign'd Paſſion ; but Damocles going to 


a private Bath, the villainous Demerrius ha- . 


ving Information of it, ſarpriz'd him there, 
ſo that the. poor Youth ſeeing no other way 
to avoid him, leap'd into a boiling Veſſel, 
and fo became a Martyr to his Virtue, 


. Demetrius was not only luſtful, bur profuſe 


and prodigal in his Expences, as all luſtful 
Perſons are ; ſo that having commanded the 
Athenians to raiſe 250 Talents for his Ser- 
vice, and when they, to ſatisfie his demands, 
had levied it upon the People by diſtreſs, he 
gave it as a trifling Sum to Lamia, and the 
reſt of his lewd Women. to buy them per- 
fund Waſhballs for their Baths: And thus 
were the. Athenians punillfd for giving way 
to the luftful Exceſſes of this young Prince, 
to whom they were ſo ſlaviſhly obſequious, 
that, contrary to their Laws, when he de- 
'ſir'd to beenrolld in the Fraternity of the 
Prieſts of Ceres, without attending the time 
commonly allotted, which injoyns, that the 
leſſer Myer ſhould be celebrated in Nos 
the 


vember, and grect Solemnity: in Augnf 
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© following, they made an Edi, that the 


Month of March then currant ſhould be ac- 
counted November, that Demetrius might be 
then admitted to the lefſer Ceremonies ; and 
as ſoon as that was done, by another Edi&t 
they turnd that ſame Month into Arguft ; 
which occaſion'd Philipedes the Comedian to 
exerciſe his Wit upon Stratocles, the Inven- 
_ of this Trick, in the following Couplet, 
Thus : | | | 


Proaigious Skill ! bow ſtrangely flattering Fear 
Tnto one Month hath Sb, all the Tear 


And upon the ſame Stratocles's propoling that 
Demetrius ſhould lodge in the Temple of X41- 
nerva, Within the Caſtle he made the follow- 
ing Lines : 


Stratocles thinks it is no Sin 
To turn a Temple to an Inn; 
Or with lewa wanton Company 
To bleſs Minerva's Chaſtity, 


We came now to treat of the Puniſhments 
which Divine Jaſtice inflied upon this Le- - 
cher, which were very ſharp and ſevere, his 
Father and he both being diſpoiPd of that 
large Empire which they had ereQed for 
themſelves, out of the Ruins of that of 4le- 
xander the. Great. His Mother 4nd ' Chil- 
dren, and divers of his Wives, were made 
Priſoners, and he himſelf forſaken by the 
Athenians, who had formerly @ much ador'd - 
him, but now made it a capital Crime for 
| TBS, any 
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any body ſo much as to propoſe a Treaty or 
Accommodation- with him; and Alexander 
King of Macedon miſs'd little of having cur 
him off treacherouſly. 

It is. alſo remarkable, | that this Iuſtful 
Prince was puniſh'd obſervably.in his Daugh- 
ter Stratonice, who follow'd her Father's per- 
nicious Example. The Story is well known 
to be as followeth. Demetrius having mar- 
ried this his beautiful Daughter to Selexicns 
King of Syria, to whom ſhe brought forth a 
little Son, Aztiochus Son to Selexchus by a for- 
mer Marriage, fell ſo paſſionately -in love 
with his Step-mother Srratonice,. that he 
ſicken'd 'upon it, and was in danger, and not 
daring to diſcover the Cauſe of his Diſtem- 
per, he ſaw no other Remedy for his hope- 
leſs Misfortune but what was to be expected 
from Deſpair and Death, which he therefore 
reſoly'd upon, by abſtaining from Diet. Era- 
ſiſtratus the King's Phyſician qbickly diſco- 
ver'd that Love was his Diftemper, but 
could not at firſt diſcover the Object ; he 
therefore diligently watted in his Chamber, 
and when any of the Beauties of the Court 
caine to viſit the ſick Prince, he curiouſly 
obſerv'd the Emotions and Alterations in 
the Countenance of Antiochus, and by that 
means diſcover'd Stratonice to be the Object 
of his Flames; for when ſhe came in, either 
with the King, or alone, -Axrzochus became 
mute, his. Paſſion ſmothering his Words, a 
fiery Bluſh would mount into - Face, he 
would fix his Eyes upon Srratonice, and then 
preſently withdraw his ſtoln guilty Looks, 
5; Fy his 
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* his Pulſe would. be diſorder'd, a cold Sweat 


would ſeize upon him, and unable to ſupport 
the violent Paſſion, he would become ſenſleſs 


and pale. Eraſitratus having made this Diſ- 


covery, acquainted Selewcus, that his Son's 


 Diſtemper was Love, but incurable, becauſe 


it is impoſſible for him to enjoy the Obje& 
of his Paſſion, and as impoſlible: for him to 
live without it.” The King demanding why 
he could not enjoy the Obje&, Eraſiſtratus an- 
ſwer'd, Sir, becauſe be is in love with my Wife. 
Upon this the King expoſtulated with the: 
Phyſician, ſaying, How, my dcar Eraſiſtratus ! 
will you not do me the Kindneſs as to beſtow \your 
Wife upon my Son and Succeſſor, when there 15 no 
other way to ſave his Life ? Nay then, Sjr, te- 
plied the Phyſician, the-Objett of the Prince's 
Love . is your own Stratonice. Ah, my dear 
Friend, anſwer'd Scleucus, may ſome kind God 
or Man put the Safety of the Prince upon- that 
Iſſue, 1 would part not only with Stratonice, but 
my Empire, upon condition that I might ors 
Antiochus. And thereupon. inſtantly ſum- 


' maned a Council, wherein the Marriage of 


Antiochns with Stratonice was agreed upon : 
And thus Demerrius's Daughter purſuing her 
Father's Example, entertain'd an unlawful 


Amour. 


Juſtice continu'd to pnrfue Demetrius, fo 
that he fell ſick at Pella of a deſperate Mala» 
dy, tne'true Daughter of Intemperance and 
Luxury ; and during this Indiſpoſition Py-- 
rbus took moſt part of the Kingdom of Aa14a- 
cedonia from him ; and tho? he recover'd a 
great part of it afterwards, yet his Army 

| de- 
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deſerting him, he was quickly deſpoil'd of 
it again ; which threw Phil/a, one of his 
Wives, into ſuch Deſpair, that ſhe poiſon'd 
her ſelf. After this he. married - Prolemaida, 
Davghter to Ewridice, his Wife Phillz's Siſter, 
ſo that tho? Judgment follow'd him-now very 
cloſe, yet he would not be diverted from his 
impure Amours. - His Army, with which he 
fought againſt Agarhoctes, grew not only; mu- 
tinous, but was grievonſly afflicted with the 
Plague; and he being hard preſſed upon by 
his Enemies, had recourſe to Seteucrs his Son- 
in-law, who at firſt was willing to have en. 
tertain'd him kindly, but being: otherwiſe 
advis'd by his Council, he took Arms againtt 
him,.and put him ſo to it, that he endea- 
vour'd to have kilFd himſelf. bnt being pre- 
vented, ſurrender'd himſelf up to Srlexcrs, 
who made him a Priſoner, but gave him ho- 
nourable Entertainment. Demetrrizs, during 
this Reſtraint, gave himſelf wholly up to 
Intemperance, which brought Diſtempers 
upon him that killd him, and fo he became 
his own Executioner. 

The next Inſtance which Plurarch affords 
vs\is, that famous one of ark Antony and 
Cleopatra. He tells us, That Antory in his 
Youth was debauch'd by Curio, who p!ung'd 
him into all the Inconveniences of Whoring 
and Drinking, and a Debt of 250 Talents, 
which was very ſhameful in one of his years. 
Antony did alſo incurr the Diſpleaſure of the 
better ſort of People, by his Midnight Re- 
vels, his wild Expences, his rouling from 
one little Whore to another, his Naps in 
P 4 the 
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the Day, and his Walks to digeſt his De- 
| bauches, and then at Night again. his Enter- 
tainments and Balls for the ſolemnizing the 
Nuptials of ſome Comedian | or Buffon: 
Cytheries the She-Comedian he doted on 
mightily, ſo that ſhe was with him where- 
. ever he went,''\and her ,Equipage was as 
ſplendid as his Mother's. He lodg'd his 
little Whores and ſinging Wenches, where- 
ſoever he paſs'd, in the Houſes of ſerious 
Men and Women, which gave great offence. 


But that which compleated his Rvin was, his 


falling in love with Cleopatra, vpon -her co- 
ming to him at his Summons, for having aſ- 
ſiſted Caſſizs in the Wars. Dallexs, who car- 
ried the Meſſage to her, had no ſooner ſeen 
her admirable Beauty, but he told her, Z 
was impoſſible that ſo beautiful a Creature could 


receive any ill treatment at the Hands of Anto- ' 


ny, and therefore advis'd her to makc towards 
him in ſplendid Equipage.. Accordingly ſhe 
embarks in the River Cydn, the Head of 
her Barge did ſhine with inlaid Gold, the 
Sails were of Purple Silk, the' Oars of Silver, 
which beat Time to the Flutes and Hautbois, 


ſhe her ſelf lay all-along under a Canopy. of 


Cloth of Gold curiouſly embroider'd, dreſs'd 
as Venus 18 ordinarily repreſented, and beau- 
tiful young Boys ſtood on-each ſide like C- 
pids, to fann her ; her Maids were dreſs'd 
like. Sea-Nymphs and Graces, ſome ſteeripg 
the: Rudder, {wag working at the Ropes; 
the Pertumes diffus'd themfelves from the 
Veſlel to the Shore, which was all cover'd 
with Multitudes, the People running out of 
{4% | the 
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' the City to ſee this ſtrange Sight, left - 
rony alone upon the Tribunal, and a Rumor 
was ſpread abroad, That Yenys was come to 
feaſt with' Bacchys, for the common Geod of 
Aſia. As ſoon as ſhe arriv'd, Antony ſent'to 
tmvite her to Supper, but ſhe thaught it more 
decent that Antony ſhould come to her, who 
- made. no great Difficulty to do it; he 
fond the Preparations very magnificent, but 
nothing was {ſo admirable as the great num- 
ber of Lights, which were all of a ſudden 
Jet down 1a ſuch a multitude of Branches, 
and fo ingeniouſly diſpos'd, ſome in Squares 
and ſome in Circles, that Fame cannot ſpeak 
of a greater piece of Curioſity. Antony was 
fo ſtrangely taken with this Woman, that 
notwithſtanding Fulvia his Wife maintain'd 
_ his Ogaerels in Rome, again Ceſar, with 

ereat difficulty, yet he ſufter'd himſelf to be 
carried away by Cleopatra to Alexandria, 
there to lead an eaſie childiſh Life in Diver- 
tiſements too youthful for his age, and in all 
manner of Luxury ; But they were ſo well 
pleas'd with it, that they calPd it an inimta- 
ble Life. Cleopatra humour'd him in every 
thing,' never left him Day nor Night, play'd 
at Dice, drank with him, hunted with him, 
went a rambling with him at Nights, to di- 
ſturb and torment People under their Win- 
dows, dreſs'd like an ordinary Woman, for 
Antony went to theſe Frolicks in Servants 
diſguiſe, and ſometimes would return ſound- 
ly-beaten. | 


While 
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While Antony ſpent. his time thus in Egypt, 

Vengeance was purſuing him apace, for 
News was brought him, that his Wife Fulvia 
and her Brother Lucius, who had for ſome 
time maintain'd his Quarpel againſt Ceſar; 
were driven out. of 7raly, and that the Car- 
thians had over-run a great part of Aſia. 
This rong?d him out of is Sleep, ſo that he 
.Fet fail for J[traly with Two hundred Ships, 
and meeting ſome of his Friends by the way, 
they told him, That his Wife Fulvia being 4 
Woman of an ambitious Spirit, had occaſion'd the 
War, being in hopes that the Commotions in Italy 
would force Antony from Cleopatra. It hap- 
pen'd that Fulvia died at Sicyon, on her way 
to meet Antony, which made the Accommo- 
dation between him and Ceſar ſo mych the 
eaſier to be effected; and,. to cement this 
Friendſhip the more ſtrongly, Antony mar- 
ries O#avia, Siſter to Ceſar ; but this Amity 
was not long, Liv'd, new Jealovſies betwixt 
thoſe two Captains began ſuddenly to ap- 
pear, tho? for ſome time indeed they were 
hinder'd by O&avia from breaking ont into a 
Flame, ; 

But as ſoon as Antony return'd into Syria, 
his unlawfal Amours with Cleopatra took fire 
afreſh, and he preſented - her with 'whole 
Kingdoms and Provinces at a time, to the 
great diſguſt of the Romans ;, and tho? he had 
aflembPd a vaſt Army, which made Jndia 
tremble, and put all 4ſ;a in a Conſternation, 
yet all thoſe Preparations were of no uſe to 
him, he was ſo much charm'd and bewitclvd 
with 


a GeneralHiltozy of -Whoztug. 
with the Thoughts of his Miſtreſs Cleopatra, 


and long'd ſo mnch to be with her, that not 


being able to endure the tediouſneſs of a 
Meal, he would ſtart from Table, and run 
to ſee if ſhe were coming. In the mean time 
Ofavia, whom he had left with her Brother 
Ceſar, having obtain'd Leave from him to 
take a Journey to ſee Antony, ſhe was com- 
manded by him to ſtay at Athens, tho” ſhe 
brought along with her Clothes and Money 
{ for his Army, and a reinforcement of Soul- 
diers. Of avia was much diſpleas'd at this, 
as ſhe had reaſon, but ſo it muſt be, for Cleo- 
patra dreading that Ofavia, who was a pry- 
dent Woman, and, powerfully allyd, might 
interrupt the courſe of her Amours, ſhe be- 
took her ſelf to dye_for Love of Antony, 
which did ſo much prevail upon him, that he 
abandon'd his Deſign againſt Media, and re- 


. turn'd to Alexandria. This injurious Treat- - 


ment of O#avia did highly incenſe her Bro- 
ther Ceſar, ſo that he commanded her from 
her Husband's Houſe into his own, which ſhe 
refus'd to obey, bnt, like a dutiful Wife, 
took care. not only of Antony's Children by 
her ſelf, but of thoſe alſo that he had by Ful- 
via; which honourable Deportment of hers 
did very much heighten the Reſentments of 
the Romans againſt Antony, who ſpent his 
time at Alexandria, in the height i, Luxury 


and Inſolence, aſſembling the People in the 
publick place, where Thrones of Gold pla- 
ced in a State of Silver were erected for him 
and Cleopatra; their Children were ſtiled 
Kings of Kings, and ſhe was dreſs'd * _ 
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Habit of the Goddeſs 1s, and gave Audi- 
ence to the People under that Name, Theſe 
things being related to the Senate at. Rozze, 
by Ceſar, did mightily alienate the Hearts of 
the People from Antony, and ſo matters came 
to an open Rupture betwixt him and Ceſar, 
by means of his unlawful Amours with Cleo- 
patra. | R/47xt | 
Great Military Preparations being made 
on both ſides, Cleopatra was refoly'd to ac- 
company het Paramour, dreading otherwiſe 
that a Peace might be contriv'd by the Me- 
diation of OXavia ; and the better to pre- 
vail with him, fhe furniſhed near a Million 
of - Money towards carrying on. the War : 


And fo far was Antony tranſported with Rage 
againſt his Lawful Wife O#av4a, that he ſent 


Orders to: omg, that ſhe ſhould remove: out "of 
his Houſe, with alt her Children : And he be- 
hav'd himſelf ſo infolently to many Noble 
Romans, by Cleopatra's means, that they de- 
ferted him daily, and went over to Ceſar, 
who did ſo much deſpiſe Antony, becauſe of 


His Effeminacy, that he would talk publick- 


Iy, That Antony had drank Potions that bereft 
him of his Senſes ; and, that his chief Counſelors 
were an Eunuch and Cleopatra's Waiting-women. 
The Event verified, that Ceſar made a true 


Judgment of Things ; for tho' 4nrony had 


a prodigious Force, viz. no leſs than Five 
hundred Galleys, moſt of them of eight and 
ten Banks of Oars, ſo very rich,'that they 
jeem'd deſign'd for a Triumph ; and beſides 
theſe, he had One hundred thonſand Foot, 
and Twelve thoufand Horſe, and ſix. Vaſſal- 

| | Kings 
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Kings attending him ;- yet he had no Con- 
du& to manage this mighty Force, but, con- 
' trary to the Mind of his beſt. Generals, he 
would venture all on a Sea-battel, becauſe 
Cleopatra deſir'd it. And this Luxurious 
Woman, when Fortune had not as yet de- 
termin'd'it againſt - him, did perfe&ly loſe 
him the Battel, by running away with ſixty 
Sail in the heat of the Fight ; and he was ſo 
far beſotted with Love to her, that he im- 
mediately follow'd her, leaving his Fleet en- 
_gag'd, and his Army without a Commander, 
that as Cleopatra had begun his Ruin, ſhe 
might be ſure to accompliſh it, In a little 
time Axrony was deſerted by all his Forces 
and Friends, and Cleopatra.and he both forc'd 
to ſue to Ce/ar for his Favour, who would 
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not grant her any, except ſhe put Antony to 


death. And thus being reduc'd to Deſpair, 
and purſu'd to Alexandria it ſelf, the 
and Land-Force that was left deſerted to 
Ceſar, which made Antony think that Cleopa- 
tra had betray'd him ; and ſhe being afraid 
that he mighr do her a Miſchief in his Rage, 

retir'd to a Monument which ſhe had pre- 

par'd for her ſelf, and ſent him word, that 

ſhe was dead, upon which he ran himſelf into 
the Belly ; but, before he dy'd, Cleoparra had 

{ent to have him brought to her in the Mo- 

fument, wherein ſhe had enclos'd her felf 

with two Women only, When he was 
\ brought thither, ſhe qdurſt not open the 
Door, for fear of being taken alive and car- 

' ried to Ceſar, but let down Cords, to which 
Antony was faſten'd, and ſhe and her ny 
On 
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Women dragg'd vp - het dying Paramonr, 
than which, a more ſad and tragical Spetta- 
cle could not be ſeen. When, ſhe got him 
up, ſhe laid him on her Bed, tore her' Hair 
and her Clothes, and the ſenſe of her own 
Misfortunes was wholly ſwallow?*d up in the 
thoughts of, his. She expreſs the greateſt 
Paſſion and Tenderneſs for him imaginable, 
calling him. her Lord, her Husband,. and her 
Emperor, but in a little time he died. Ceſar 
being inform'd of this, ſent Proculeins to en- 
deavour to take Cleopatra alive, if poſlible, 
being afraid: that ſhe would otherwiſe de- 


| ſtroy all her vaſt Treaſyres.: Procyleivs ha- 


ving ſent one to treat with her at the Door, 
did in the mean time get in at the Window 
where ſhe drew up*Antony, .by the help of a 
$caling-ladder, and ſurpriz'd her, | upon 
which [te drew a Dagger to have ſtabb'd her* 
ſelf, but. being prevented at that time, her 
Life was prolong'd for ſome days ; and ha- 
ving obtain'd Leave of Ceſar to.pay her laſt 
Oblations at the Tomb of the deceaſed An- 
rony, ſhe lamented him in. moſt pathetical 
and paſſionate Expreſhons, and retiring a- . 
gain to her Monument, writ a Letter to Ce- 
far, deſiring that ſhe might be buried in the 
fame Tomb with- Antony, and ſtraitway poi- 
fon'd her ſelf by the bite of an Aſp, which 
he had order'd to be brought her} in a Bas- - 
ket of Figs, and ſo diſappointed Ceſar's de- 
ſign of leading her in Tiivmph.. Thus did 
Joſtice purſue  Arrory, and Cleopatra; and 
thus, by their vlawtal Amours, they - occa» 


fion'd the death of many thouſands of Men, 
f and 
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and-atNaſt brought themſelves to that Tra 


- gicdl Exit ; as ſignal an Inſtance as any .we 


all meet with, of the truth of that Threat- 
ning, that Whoremongers and Adylterers God 
will puniſh. 

In the Life of Marcns Tliins Cicero, Plu- 
tarch informs us, That Car:line the Conſpira- 
tor, amongſt other heinous Crimes, was aC- 
cus'd of having deflower'd his own Day; 
ter, and furnishing his wicked fellow-Con- 
ſpirators with Women and Drink; which 

ws how dangerous ſuch fellows are in any 
Government, 'and how eaſily they may be 
engag'd in Confpiracies againſt. thoſe who 


; would curb them in their Exceſles; "or 
In that ſame Life we have an Account; 


that Clodius a noble Roman being inthe vigor 
of his Youth, and in love with Pompeia, Ce- 
ſar's Wife, he gets privately into Ceſar's 


.. Houſe; in the Habit of a Minſtrel, the Wo- 


men being then offering Sacrifice there, 
which it was notlawfol for Men either to 


\, hear or ſee. Clodius being a Youth, and 


Beardleſs, hoped to get to Pompeia among 


; the Women unknown, but loſing himſelf in * 
* the Paſſage of that large Houſe by Night, 


Aurelia, one of Ceſar's Mothers Women, 
*ſpying him wandring up and down, enquir'd 
his. Name, and 4hus, being neceſſitated to 
ſpeak, he was known by. his Voice; which 
being noiſed abroad, \Ce/ar put away his 
Wife Pompeia, and Clodins was proſecuted 
for prophaning the Holy Rites. _ Cicero, tho? 


his Friend, yet to preſerve his Quiet with 


Terentia his Wife, was forc'd to accuſe Bo 
+ | C 
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The cauſe of Terentia's Spite againſt Clo- 
Aius was upon the account of his Siſter Clo- 
dia, who had a. mipd to marry Cicero, by 
whom ſhe. was frequently vifited, and this 
gave Terentia- Gtound of Jealoufie. Clodins 
was alſo accus'd. of Inceſt withr his own 
Siſters, and of deflowring ſeyeral other Wo- 
en, but the Judges being brib'd, he was 
acquitted, It appears alſo plainly enough, 
by Platarch, that Cicero himſelf was not al- 
together without Blame, as to his Chaſtity, 
for he put away his Wife Terentia to marry 
oe yon, Virgin, as ſhe alledg'd, for the fake 

her Beauty, or as his own emancipated 
Slave faid;” for her Riches, to fatisfic | his 
Debts, Not long after this Marriage, his 
Daughter Tzija died, for which he prov'd 
nnconſolable, and pnt away his new-married 
Wife for ſeeming to rejoyce at her Deith ; 
but a. further Judgment purſu'd him, for 
Antony, bearing, him an irreconcilable Hatred, 
ſent: Aſſaſſins after him, when he fled from 
Rome, and murder'd him in the 64th Year . 
of his age, his Hands and Head being cut 
off, and publickly affix'd to the Roſtra at 
Rome. \ | > 
_ In the Life of Artaxerxes King of Perſia 
our Author informs us, 'That that Prince be- 
irig deſperately in love with 4rofſa, one of - 


\ his own Daughters, but concealing his 'Cri- 


minal Paſſion, for fear of his Mather Pary/a- 
tis, the wicked Woman, to further ſome of 
her own miſchievous . Deſigns, perſwaded 
him to marry her, contrary to the- Deter- 
minations of the Grecian Sages, alledging, 
| T hat 
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That he was determin'd by P, 
Law to the Perljans z and he,is | 
+ Tires the Canes and Eords 


this laſcivioug 500 were, . 
feated. in his War with th ” 


jets, 'upon the account of his ere 
Expedition Fg 9e- the Caduſians. He was 
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Means x6 Git off 'his other 'two Brothers, 


Ariaſpe: and dns, the Grief of which 

alfd Artaxerxes. And thus was 'he juſtly 
_ pihififad by ah&'in bis por; Children, becauſe 
/ df his horrid buocdporon 5, Javing his Son 


wk Pan the 'wicked Son /of 
a wicked Parent a, pro a Monſter 'of Cru- 
ly. 

'Thirs Me have fniſivd Plates ſelect 


Lives, a wu referr it to the Judemear of 
the Ingennops Reader, whether many of his 
Hero&s have hot been foully <cvlpable, as to 
the point-6f Chaſtity, and as « remarkably j pu- 
uh for the fatmg.. We come, in the next 


e, 0 fearchy a ong, the R va "Em rors, 
whets we fidd many reniathkable- Inſtances 
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The fitft is Fri eh; Th tho? he tri- 
ph h'd'aytr moſt part of the then known 
World,” yet was hitnſelf triamph'd over by 


his Luffs. "When be was Bigh-Pricft of Ju- | 


piter, *he div To Co utia, 4 Lady of an Eque- 
ket Family; 'Of a very great Fortune, 
on be _ been contrafted. during his 


wnork married Cornelia the Davghter 
Jold all the Arguments of 


dure f prevail vpen him to part 
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obtain'd his Pardon at'laft. - Being thus: wun- 
faithfal to Ne RE NI 


- in the ſame Coin ;' for, having afterwards 
' married" Pompeza, ſhe was accus'd of Unclean- 


neſs with Clodins, as has been already 'men- 
tion'd,” who had acceſs to her during publick 
Worſhip ; whereupon he divorc'd her.” The 
Lafeiviouſneſs of his Mind 'may be alſo-gueſ- 
ed at' by his Dream, that he had raviſhd bis 
own Mother, which tho? thoſe who pretehded 
to interpret; fuch things told him, That it was 
4 Preſage that be coping p - the prey 
archy, yer is 'a plain Indication of the 
wn eb; 2 0s of his [aſt | . 
Sueronies alſo acquaints. us, That he di- 
vorc'd his Davghter Julia from ServilinsCo- 
pio her former Husband;"'(Cone who had ſtick 


the faſteſt ro him! of all Men living, in his 


Difpute with, Bib»{us, bis. Fellow-Conſul) and 
married her to Pompey, which made him guil- 
ty of his Daughter's Adultery, ,and 'was 'a 
horrid piece of Ingratitude 2t the ſame time. 
And'tho?, it's true, he had great Succeſs''in 
his War"againſt the Gauls, Germany, and: Bj 
thing, 'yEt he was not without Checks from 
Divine Juſtice, having loft" a whole Legion 
by the Gaxts, had two of his Lientenants de- 
feared ofi the Frontiers of Germany, and loſf 
the greateſt part of his Fleet upan the Coaſts 
of Britain.” And.in his own [Family he''was 
+152, by 'the Death of his Mother, his 
. eHrer Tulta, and” his Grand-danghter- 


 Ner was hewithourt danger of heing indicted 


and try'd for his Life, for his Male-adiminis 
ſtration'Quring his Confulſhip,” and-of being. - 
po : F k Q 2 ; ut» 


ſl utterly rvin'd by Pompey;.tho* he had the good 
h iz Fostune to overcome. him at laſt in that-de- 
|  cifive Battel on the Phar/alian Plains: -,1 

- Swetonius gives vs a particular Enumerati- 

| on, of his Amours, which have ſpread. his 
j Infamy as far, as-ever- his Fame reach'd : His 
I | being a Catamite, and-guilty; of, Sodomy with 
| Nicomedes King of Byth:nia, ' occalion'd many 
i -  Railleries upon him, and expos'd. him to the 
f _ ©. Contempt of his Enemies; as, when he {wag- 
It ' ger'd one day, inthe Senate, and; ſaid, He 
it would run down his Adverſaries ; they reply?d, 
| that He would find that.an hard Tak for a Wo- 
' man allvding to his being-proſftituted by 
Nicomedes, They call'& bim-alſo The .Quet7: 


\ of Bythinia's Cuckoldmaker, , the; Bawdyhouſe of 
Bythinia, a,d Nigqmedes's Srable,: . His. Ad- 

't verfary Bibulus ſaid ' of him, when he pro- 
| ſcrib'd him, That | formerly he:affifted-a King, 
"ſ but nom 4 Kingdom: Ottavins, 2 prating, Fel- 
I \ low, . whoſe Tongue uſually. got. the {bart of 
I his'Wit, did one day, before. a great:com- 
| | pany: when he {aluted- Pompey by the- Name 
if | Ks give/Ca/ax the Title of Queen. C1: 
i cero-aphraided him with, thoſe things ,in, his 


the Senate. for. Vj/z Danghter to the ſaid Ni- 

comedes, infilted vpon the good Offices that. 

King had done him, Cicero cut him. (hott, 

- ſaying, No. more of that, let me beg .you, *ir ; 
we. all know very well what, has paſſed betwi.xt you 

ewes; Nay, the very Souldiers who attended 

| his Chariot in his Galic Triumph, amongſt 
other» Lampoons us'd ypun ſuch; occaſions, 


lj | Epiſtles ; and when,Ce/ar, in his Plea hefore 
| 


Þ- 
1 on 


{| had this noted Lampoon: | + 


x / \ 
Af * . Gat- 


-« 


Niconiedes non triumphat qi ſubegit Ceſarem. 


a General Hiſfowp of WIhozng. 


Gallias Ceſar ſubegit,” Nicomedes Ceſarem:s # 
: Ecce:Ceſar nunc 1 riumphat qui ſubegit Gailtas, 


i # 


oh, Shi |; M, 
Which may be English'd thus : 


F 7 congu'rivg Gaul, Czſar doth Lawrels wear,” 
But Nicomedes aorh no-Trophies { ar, \ *f 3 
4 bg". he made Congueſt of the-Conquerer, . «) <.* 
"1.4% | r, | 19423, wa 
He is generally ſaid to have been much 
igclin'd\ alſo to; luſt after- Women, and'to 
have been vefy prodigal.in;his Amours. , He 
debauch'd ſeveral Ladies of good Quality, as 
Poſthumia the Wife of Servins Sulpitins, Loltia 
the Wife of Gabinins,- Tertulla the Wite' of 
Crafſus, and: Mute, Pompeys Lady, infomuch | 


. that the Curjo's upbraided. Pompey, that, the 


Extravagancy of his Ambition should.. ever - 
induce-him to marry the: Danghter of that: 


Man, for whoſe Intimacy'with his. Wife he 
. was oblig'd to divorce her, after he had three 
Children by her, and frequently to own him- - 


ſelf a Cuckold. 7 
Ceſar had a mighty Paſſizn for Servilie,t 
Mother of Brarzs, whom he preſented with: 
a Jewel that coſt him 5000020 Selterces, be- 
ſides other conſiderable Boons, and the-cheap 
Purchaſe of many noble Farms expos'd-to 


- publick ſale; and People being ſurpriz'd at 


her. good Bargain, Cicero quibbI'd upon it, 
ſaying, They would reckon. it a better Bargain if 
they knew that Tertia was deduita ;, meaning, 

$x:od Q 3 that 
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An Eſſay totvarys  / - 
that she had proſtituted her Danghter Tertis 
as well as her {elf, to Cefar; oh ht” 
He likewiſe debauch'd- ſeveral Provincial 
I adies,. for which his Souldiers, in bis-Gal- 
lick Triumph, lampoon'd him 1n £his man» 
ner. 7) TNT +7 ei; #Y 


(Cite, now be ſure ro: keep your Wroes at home, 

\For kere's 4 bald triumphant Staltion come * + 
In Gaul they made'thee pay for Wiring dear, 
But thou of Cits maRft Cuckolds gratis here. | 


He is alfo' accu bt Unlowfill:Amours: 


| with ſeveral Queens, as Earoe, Wife to Bogud 


King of Morocco, to whom he 'gave' many 
magnificent-Preſents';” but "his Darling-Mi- | 
ſtreſs was Cleopatra, 'whom he often treated 

all Night long, and had certainly accompa-» 

nied her in-her Pleafure-boat-as far aSeAthjo- 
pia; had not. his ' Army- refus'd. to 'ctomply 
withthe Frolick: and'vpon her he” begat a 
Son, -who was calPd 'C2/ario. Nay, 'he was 
ſo infamous both for Aﬀive and Paſſive Un- 
cleanneſs,” that Curio the Father, .ir\ an Ora- 
tion, call'd him, Every Woman's Man, '\und 
every. Maris Worign, He was ſo infatiable in 
his Loft; that' Zetvjus Cinna, Tribune of th 

People, acknowledg'd, that he had 'a. Bill” 


ready prepar'd. by him, which Ceſar com- 


manded him to get paſs'd intoa Law, where- 
by he might be authorr2d to marry what 
Wives, and in what Number he pleas'd, to 
ſcare him Iſſue : "Yer Infinite Juſtice order'd 
it ſo, that he left no Lawful [fue behind him. 

_ | We. 


a General Þiffo2y of Whoring. 
-We come now. to take : of the Judg- 
ments that purfp'd him ; ſome oo f'em did re- 
preſent | his Crime "in te ba ge? At 
_ that of his Wit, &ia 
dis, «which wa Ban 1blick, ty4igs' way 
coed for the' me: a Reg en alrea- . 
dy mention'd.” "It ro ul ve welt known 
w what Dang hisContefts and Wars with 
ompev exp0d Ao Punt ih a Laſt he "WAS 
Kr gigs in the =aernin: ading al 
the Ae hehad givn him of the Defign. 
And it ef efcrves a particular Remiatk," at 
Brutus, whom many bſpeRted to h fi own? 
Spn, ' his infamous, aa mllarey his Mo-" 
ther being notorious,” was f'rhoſe that 
ſabb'd him : : whereupon he'cried opt, W -n, 
and are you one” of. "oy alſo, yo or 
tns? This'is b:; one of : cf ts 
markable Inſtance of ol's pugitkin Whores 
mh ers and Aduberers that i 2 'to be found in 
ry; when he who thooght: dn wage ſe- 
cots Tow alf Artempts, as being above them” 
and was ſo much doted on and hor by the 
phe he -that of their own accord they ran in 
of the Murderers pp and down the Ci- 
ty,” and burnt their Houſes, and- afterwards' 
. worſhip'd him as a God, when this Man 
could not avoid the juſt Hand of God, which 
did ſo remarkably find him out at laſt, and 
puniſh him for: his Uncleanneſfs and other 
Crimes. 
The next 1s Os us Ce/ar, of whom Cwe- 
eonins gives us this tollowing Account, That, 
having divorc'd his Wife Scribomia, becauſe” 


of her froward and pceviſh Humour, 'he fell 
Q 4 Fl 


" 232 


+11; In Effay towatds | - 
in love.w Livia Druſilla, the Wite of 7; 
berins . Ry rom. hom ;he, Bans her.. £4 
Bp It was big with, 
13.and tho: _ ond her, pa ep majgr- 42 
yet. he never. gn A 
ſhe wiſcarrieg, of the ,on! IIS, that ever, 
ſhe conceiv'd y.him, perth was a very. .juſt, 


and d repay Judegr 2: Hs, Jang s 


Pages boy bo Tr Oh EF Ch 1d, 
ut awa ue 7 Wi 1 
35 ho had born. h KI: ps cr Children, 
rica. v'd him for thoſe Unjult, and, 
T'yrannica Toceedin g Lo both the Julia's, 
his Daughter and Gd dantlner, 3 were ng» 
toriouſly infamons ;| his. Grandſons, Cains 


and Zacjur,, he loſt 'in- "Two and twenty 
ren one ? after wo bis hed gt 
on, 4 provd ſo vnrely. an | 
that Cries, 7 aol him into. ap Ifla d , under, 


_ 4 Guard,. and obtain'd 4 Decree of the, Se- 


nate, 'to have him ke 5 in the ſame. place. as 
long as he WA; an every time: mention. 
was made of. the two Tulie? s, with FARS in. 
his Eyes, ang fet thing a deep Sigh, ke would 
utter a Vrſ of Homes to this purpoſe : : 


O that I neer the Name of Wife had known, 
And without Children to my Grave had gore. 


"Nor did he” uſe to call them by any other 
Name, bat thoſe of bz: three Excreſcencies - Or 
Jmpoſthanes | 


It 
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raging hunſelf the vos eager 
i} 4. Hortius, 10: Spain, Tor 320000. pieces 0 
, Mony. The whole Body of the People. be+. 
ing alſo among” one day to aa A aw 
tain Interlude, they unanimouſly expoundec 
and applauded a Yerle pronounced upon the 
Stage to his diſhonour, viz. - 1. 


Videſne ut Cinegus Orbem digita temperer. 
" In English thus: 


Behold that Catamite, how be the Orb 
Of ſpacious. Earth can with his Finger curb. 


His Friends own'd that he was-addidted to 
the Crime of Adultery, but alledge in excuſe 
of it, That ie was by. the familiarity, with the 
Wives t0 diſcover the Secrets of their. Hucbands. 
Marc. Antony charges him with. taking a La- 
dy out. of the, Room in her Husbands pre- 
ſence, and bringing her back again with her 
Earn glowing and herLocks in diſorder : He 
accuſes him, of putting away Sgribonia, be- 
*cauſe ſhe complain'd roo. freely of ,the Pride 
and.Imperiouſneſs of one of his-Concubines; 
and that moreover he,usd to imploy Thora- 
nis to find out. Women for him, who, after 
the Bargain was made, were to be ſtrip'd and 
expos'd to their View, as if they had been to 
be ſold in open Market, f | 
CIA | There 


mad ic, be ouvR 
"» 0090 ( a 36 $4 


out of him 
i, Tos ad rea 
what 
uhber op 
+. he himſelf 


os Hop which __ ſoſig Fg 


Cum primpn' Porum com Sabin hy 
Sexque Deos widit anc \ekque' eas. © 

Impia 5 dum Phebi Ceſar menlicis lidis, it, "pr ”y 
Dum nova divorum cena f Adulreria. © © 
Omnia fe'iT erris tunc Nunthth' Actlinarunt, 
Fugit & Aur tos Jupiter ipſe. Thronos. , 


| In Engliſh chms BS 


Sp0n as the Vaflments for the Feaſt were: biya, 


Stax Goa, ix G eddeſſe; theyſetves atir'd, th 
"11 Folia view; 1 Tues 

And impions ar norhih would ſuffice 

But Phabys:Shape, and. oo that diſguiſe . 

TY Adu' teries 0j the Gods 'to aft anew, | 
"Bae then the'Gbds withgrew ;, 

From Sights o 0n Earth they cond not brook,” 

And Jave bimſc if their Lilded7 bropes forfook. 


Thos, we ſee, this great: and excellent Ery- 
peror, who was in a mannet ador'd and ag- | 
mir'd by- all” Men, could not, with all his 
Magnificence and Bounty, 3n and the, Fame of 
his other A&ions, wipe .off that indelible 


| Stain which thoſe ſmpurities had- fix'd upon 


his Memory ; ſo'infallibly true is it what S6- 
lomen / Jath ſaid of the Adnhterer, T hat : 
HFoun 


Rh eg Aa 


, mich 
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Woind and a Diſhonour be [hal ger, and bis Re- 


be wip'd aw 
RR ons is FN of- bi: therju pos 


who, to comply with- db 

divorc'd Res rs MP 

him a' Son: was then big wi 

marry pa Daughter es the ſaid Sf 
es _ NT kt Tr E 

as it. 


Crrable 7 that bode? "time jy prove mcem Dezth 
of bis'Son by Jabs; Ry ns ſuch a Diffe- 
rence betwixt them; tha 

he forbore the uſe other bed 
ang ar 05 _—_ way Fore. tn 
v againſt | er: in ent him 

, wuftys: After this Tiberius retir'd to Ca- 
Jas where he gave himfelf up to Drink and 
Loſt, infomuch: that he was Zal'd Biberius, 


inſtead of 7 s, and Mero inftead of: New, 
and . was bired on at "Mezls by - 7enches. 
There he” invented' Alcby , which. he ' fur- 


niſh'd with Whores, and: 
Diſcoverers of ungatutal Rent 
and Motions, and thoſe he call'd $; 
the Incendiaries of his Luft; He entertain Gi 


- himſelf. by ſeeing them'inthree ſeveral rows 


—_ each other, thereby to excite his do- 
ay'd Appetite. "He vita likewiſe ſeve- 
al Chambers hung about; with filthy Pires 


46a infamous Statues, 'and forniſhd them 


with the abominable Books of Elephants, that. 


| if any one had a mind' to be 'prodigiduſly 


wicked, he might not want a Pttern to fin 
by. He invented alfo in the Woods, Walks 


and Grotroes proper for the buſi neſs of De- 
bauchery, 


7 ends Dogg 
witl Ra FR okahe nogataral Paſ- 
that carried the Cen- 
-r6ltrain .bimſelf till 
| nas that 


"that. 
at.they, ppbraid 
| OREN after- 
arc 2rders -.borh their Leggs. to be 
brqken., [of 
He was-want t abuſe Women, and thoſe 
f Quality. too, very. -vopatucally ; a$ was 
YIdent. in. the. © Bale of a ang who. being 
RF "Hi him by his Panders,” and relolueely 
/. £5: 08 aiding . his. Brutiſh Deſites, , was.cited | 
__ before EPO the Depoleiorny of ſu re 
| Wait- 


vs Ws 7 A 09 4. - WU .6” ”. WW, SO 


#4 4s Kregoge to has Pie 'd 


| o'L ves us. an Account, 
q ta ; haye goes oy 


Ml 
uoting-Bro el- 
TE 


rage 3 with. Freda "one "of his Siſters 
Ince vouſly fir, and;,; at. all his 
he pion the laced next below 


2) EEE 7 ho while is Ur 1a ie the vp- 


Ry age Fo. - 


m_ 


© be Ofgortd 
'Ca - ET, 
Akitery 


ES: wha din the 
mean time. re; n- 
vited to the Nu oy pers of 
br put Wee” rd pony. bole nie pb 

theſe wo ar c 
and preſently alter ri NON 
ted her home alatiy wit fin end ve Hekr” Uny 
ſer forth, a Decree, deelting, Th it by was 
married according f0- 2s at, | 
. and Augbtys  Lolia Pail 


to a Perfon of Conſular Degree, 3 
ral of” the Army; vpon, hearing” 


| Grandmother was one of 'the moſt Mnf 


Ladies of her Time, he became ſo eiigo6rt 


q vein Wiki "Rt 


E Fre y; OE for'her ont - 


"hat he would often: ſThew her to 


Rok mer 


| Fs Mode 1 to Ries bort 

- 01 wi X 61d Tv bring their Miſtreſſes to 

| CR NIN not, eff euhe 

her; Feavg his' inious Toll: whichthere 

werey erſdns ready to teceive, 39d ſet dowh 
he Naive: hn ta in a Book, as Pefie- 
We to Ceſar's | Ty renve... 

ſe come now ta tike notice of the Eph. 

oo hments which: ell him'”:..It iS navy 

nceive, that thoſe, Debailthes 

Alth, io that-he never had. afly 


$ by anther Man, a fo page 


END hs od 


Body. or pron [t was believ'd'thar hi "\ 
q- 
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evipgagd in an inceftions Amour with 4grip- 


pina; Daughter: to his Brother” Germannicur, 
and ſyuborn'd certain perſons to-move; that - 
he:might be conſtraind to marry Agrippine, 
5s being the only means conduycble (to per- 
petuate the Publick Tranquility, and "that 
there'might be a'Voleration alſo for” others 
to contra&t Marriages in' the- ſame degree, 
which till that time had always beerfaccoun- 
ted inceſtuons: He was 'fo 'impatienf, 'that 
he could not ſtay till'the next day to prepare 
for his Wedding,” There was none how- 
ever that, follow'd: his inceſtuous Example, 
but a certain Lihertineg and a chief Centuri- 
on of a Legion, to-both which Weddings he 
invited himſelf and his Wife Agrippina, for 


- the encouragement of others: - His Unglean- 
. neſs was puniſt'd, amongſt other things, by 


the loſs of his Sou Druſ#s, who having toſF'd 
a Pear up into the Air, and gaping; to catch 
it again, it fell ſo exaQly into'his Throat, 
that it choaked him. ' He was ſo” much be-' 


ſotted; he ſign'd Writings for the'ſettlemeiit__ PE 


of a Dowry upon the Contra of Marriage 
between his Wife Meſalina and her Adulte- 
rer S;l;us, being made believe that *twas only 
a Contrivance found out to delude'the Fates 
themſelves, and to transfer upon the Head 
of another Man thoſe Diſaſters” which the 
Predictions of the Soothſayers and" ſeveral 


Prodigies had fix'd npon his Perſoft ; and at 


* 


'Jaſt he was poiſon'd by a Muſhroom which 
 Agrippina gave him, $_ 


R _ The 


SI 
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An Eſſay towards -. 

The next Inſtance is Nero, the Son of Do- 
mitizes and the wicked 4 p ina aboye men- 
tion'd, whoſe. future Mi chievous Temper 
his Father predifted, when the Nobility came 
to compliment him- upon MNero's Birth, viz. 
That there could nothing proceed from bim and 
Aegrippina but what was deteſtable, and would 
prove pernicious'to the Commonwealth : Which 


_ every man who is acquainted with Hiſtory 


knows to have been exa&ly fulfill'd. | 
Suetonius gives this following Account! of 
him, viz. That his Petulancy, Luſt, Luxury, 
Avarice, *and Cruelty he praQtis'd by de- 
grees, and art-firſt conceal'd 'em under, the 
Excaulies of Indiſcretion and Heat of Youth ; 
but yet he -could not carry it ſo, but that 
every-body- ſaw they were rather the . Vices 
of Nature than Age. So ſoon as it grew 
duskiſh, away he flew in diſguſe to Tippling- 
houſes, Cooks-ſhops,#c. frolicking and ſcou- 
riog about the Streets, beating -Tuch' as were 
going home late from Supper ; ſome little 
Shops he would alſo break open- and rifle, - 
and afterwards ſell the Spoils. In thoſe 
Quarrels he ſeveral times ran the hazard .of 
his Life, being once almoſt bruis'd to death 
by a Senator, whoſe Wife he would have tg- 
ken from him in the Street. | 
Beſides a great number of Pages, whom 
he made uſe of in his unlawful Pleaſures, and 
his Contaminations of marrie4'Women, hc 
deflower'd:Rub73a, one of the Veſtal Virgins, 
and would very. fain have married Atte a 
Slaye, ſaborning ſeveral Perſons of NINO 
_ .de- 


4 Bo wa TY  <== >= *7 


' y ATI SY 
ay» 
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degree, to ſwear that ſhe was of Royal Ex. 

traction. Sporas, a young, Boy, after he had _ 
caus'd him to be gelt, he endeavour'd to 
have a'together transform'd into a Woman, 
and after he had veiPd him,. married him, 
and ſettl'd, a Dowry upon him with. all the 
Ceremonies of a ſumptuous Wedding, he 
kept. him at home as his Wife ; upon which 
the Wits of thoſe times ſaid, 1: had been well 


" for the World if Domitivs his Father had had , 


ſuch a Wife. This. Sporus he carried about 
with bim, in a pompous and coſtly-Habibyas 
if he had been. the. Empreſs her4elf, under 
the Title of Aguſta, to'all the trading 
Towns of Greece, and ſoon after ſhew'd him 
openly at Rome, 1n the Sigillarian Street, and 
would frequently kiſs him as they fate toge- 
ther in the ſame Litter. He ſent for a-Har« 
lot, who was very like his Morber Azyippi- 
#a, and entertain'd her among the relt of his 
Concubines ; andthe was accus'd of abomina® 


: ble Inceſt with his own Mother as often as 


he rode in the ſame Litter with her,” which 
was diſcover'd by the Pollutions' that be- 
{mear'd his Clothes. 

His own Chaſtity he proſtituted in ſuch a 
manner, that there was hardly a Member of 
his Body undefild, inſomuch that ar length 
he invented. a new ſort of Lechery, which 
was, to cover himſelt all over with the Skin 


.of. "me wild Beaſt, and ſo to be let out of a 


Cage, that he might fly upon' the Secrets. of 
Men-and Women that-were ticd to a Stake ; 
and after he had that way. gratified his mon- 
ſtrovs Luſt, be proſtrated his 9wn Body bs 
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his enfranchis'd Bondman Doryphors, whd 
' had married him/as he himſelf had wedded 
Sporus, and :in- that paſlive poſture :counter- 
feited the ſoft Cries and Complaints of a 
new-bedded Virgin. He-was fo. very. vile. 
himſelf, /that he believ'd every-body to be 
, only. that-they diſſembl'd their Vices, and 
were private in their Debauches ; and if. any 
Man would but confeſs their Obſcenities to 
him, he pardon'd all the reſt of their Crimes. 
Nis impious Mother was remarkably- pux- 
ſued by the Divine Vengeance, which gave 
ber-up to the unnatural Fury of the Monſter 
her Son, to whom ſhe had ſo unnaturally pro- 
ſtituted her Body: for . after he had divers 
ways attempted to rid himſelf of her, but in 
vain,” he at laſt commanded her to be kill'd, 
aS having conſpird againſt his Life ; which 
being effected, he: ran with eager - Curioſity 
to view the naked Body of his: Mother, as 
ſhe lay weltring in her Blood, and | handled 
all her Limbs, of which he commended ſome 
for their Beauty and Shape, and diſprais'd 
others ; and happening to be thirſty .in the 
midſt of his unnatural Survey; he was: ſo 
little 'concern'd, that, he quench'd his Thirſt 
over his murder'd/ Parent, who left the 
World with that ſevere Reproof to him, 
when. his: Murderers approach'd: her, 9jz. 
That they ſhould ſtrike ber Belly firſt, which. had 
brought forth ſuch a Monſter into the World: as 
Nero.. ; After: this barbarous and unnatural 
Murther, the wicked Monſter never enjoy'd 
Quiet, but was conſtantly purſu'd with Hor- 
{> 1:9 ' Cour 
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rour of Conſcience, and cry'd* out, That he: 
mas haunted by his Mothers Ghoſt." ; 

Nero had alſo a plurality) of Wives, viz. . 
Oftavia, Poppea Sabina, and Starilia Meſſalina 
. having kill'd _Arricus Veſtinus, the Husband of 
the latter, that' he might enjoy her. ' His 
Wife O#&avia. he endeavour'd ſeveral times 
to:have ſtrangled, and diyorc'd her under 
pretence of Barrenneſs; but perceiving the 
People took her Part, he put -her: to death, 
upon a falſe Accuſation of Adulteries. He 
had. an entire Love to his Wife Poppea, yet 
kjll'd her with.a kick npon the. Guts when 
ſhe was big. with Child, becauſe ſhe reprov'd 
hjm for ſtaying too late at his Chariot-dri- 
* ving Exerciſes. He put Antonia, the Daugh- 
ter of Claudius, to-death, for refuſing to mar- . 
ry him after the death of Poppea, He zlfo 
mnrder'd Aulus Plantius,a young Gentleman, 
whoſe Body he: had forcibly defkVd before- 
hand, and after he had killd him, uſed this 
taunting Expreſſion, Now let :my Mother. go 
and kiſs my Sucseſſor, giving it out, That bc 
' was his Mother's Gallant, and by ber [þurr'd on to 
lay Claim to the Empire. 

This villainous Monſter having wallow'd 
a long time in unnatural Lufſts and cruel 
Murders, became hateful to. every one. He 
ſet Rome on fire with his'own Hands, which 
was a juſt Judgment of God upon that City, . 
for Saffering it ſelf to be ſer on fire *by: his 
raging Luſts: After that, they were viſited 
with a Peſtilence, which cut off many thou- 
ſands.of *em. - His Souldiers in- two of the 
Chief Brirriſh Garriſons were maſſacred, and 
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Att Clay towards 
many of the _ Romans and their. Allies were 


<ſlavghter'd in other places of. that 'Iſlang. 


His Legions .in the Faſt had the Ignominy of 
being put under the Yoke; and all Syria was 
like to be loſt, ſo cloſely did Vengeance pot- 
ſue him, Then 'France and Spain revolted, 


under the Condu&t of Galha and Yindex, 


which ſo ſtrack him, tho' he ſeem'd little 


concern'd at his former Diſaſters, that he. 
ſank down, and for a long time lay Speech- 
leſs, like one that had neither Life nor Soul, 
and when he came to himſelf, he fell a tear- 
ing his Clothes, thump'd himſelf about the 
Head, and at length cried out, that he was 
ndone : But being, . at laſt convinced of the 
neceflity of making head againſt his Enemies, 
his firſt Care was,' to provide Waggons to 
carry his Scenical Machines and Muſical In- 
ſtraments, and to have his Concubines, 
which he deſign'd to carry with him, trim'd 
with their Hair cut like Men, and armi'd with 


Battel-axes and ſmall ronnd Targets, after _ 


the manner of Amazons, ſo far was he judi- 
cially given up to his Luſts. 

In the mean time he was terrified with 
frightful Dreams and dreadful Omens, ſech 


as that he was dragged into hideous Darkneſs 


by his Wife O&avia, and that his Body was 
cover'd with a multitiade of winged Emmets; 


theD3ors of the Varſolexm/Aew open of their 


oiwn- accord, and a Voice was heard frhm 
thence, ſummoning. him. diſtinAMly .by his 
Name. It was alſs. obſerv*d,. that the laſt 
Tragedy which he aQed. in publick was 
Ocdipus exil'd, which concluded in 'theſe 

| Words, 
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Words, that were very applicable to him, 


VIR 


Thus Wife, thus Mother, and thus Father call - 
For meruted Revenge, and I muſs fall. 


' Then, upon freſh Intelligence that the Ar- | 


mies were revolted, he tore the Letters as he 
ſate at Dinner, overturn'd the Table, calld 
for a Doſe of Poiſon, and retir'd, into the 
Series Gardens, ne "ye —utp him- 
elf wit rplexing Thoughts what to do 
in this Arhiop ſometimes. he. thought of 
throwing himſelf at the Feet of Galba, or to 


implore the. Aſſiſtarice of the Parthians ; and. | 


ſometimes; he thought of purting himſelf in 
Mourning, ' tumbling himſelf to the People, 
and begging their Pardon before the Roſftr: 

but from that was deterr'd, fearing.he ſhoul 

be torn in pieces before he got tothe Forum z 
ſo waving the matter till next day, he wak'd 
about Midnight, and then finding his Guards 
drawn off, he leap'd out of his Bed, and ſent 
up and 'down for his Friends, but none of 
them coming to him, he went himſelf,” with 
ſome few Attendants, to their Houſes, where 
meeting with no admitrance, he return'd to 
his Chamber, from whence by that time the 
few of his Guards that remain'd had alſo 
march'd off, having, firſt rifled his Aparrt- 
ments, and carried off, amongſt other things, 
"his Gold Box with the Doſe of Poiſon in it ; 
which put him into that Deſpair, that he ſent 
for any 'of the publiek Executioners to di- 
ſpatch him, and none of them being to be 
& | R a4 found, 
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found, * cried out, "What, have 1 neither 


Jelt into the Tiber ; 
Ights, he began to 
Jur ing place, where 
he epaecl conſider what todo; and: for that 
end mounted on n Horſeback barefoot, and in 
fordid Apparel,” with a thin Hdndkerchicf 
before his ace, 'to have vetir'd'to a Country 
Houſe belonging. toi one of his enfranchisd 
Rondmen, having-'only./fovt Perſons with 
him, of whottFhiSiCataniite Sporis was One: : 
bur being terrified with a violent Earthquake 
afid the Lightning that flafh'd: 6fi his Face, as 
,-.af additional 'Afi&ion, he'heard” the Soul- 
* diers-in the Preto Camp! © ſing him; and 
wiſhing all Proſperity. to G#tþ4.5 He arriv'd 
however at the Houſe, ifto' whith.'he crept 
 privately'chfrough a 'Hole: (lay on aFlock-bed, 
and had'no bette Dainties an'brown Bread 
and Ditch-water..: He'con'd not be prevail 'd 
6nto make-any further Attempts for ſaving 
his Life, but order'd a Grave'to be-made in 
his- prelence, and- wept-every time' he caſt 
his Eye wpon” thoſe | Funeral Preparations, 
crying; out, What-an Artiſt wilt the World lofe | 
In the . meant tile he receiv'd” Advice, that 
the Senate had declar'd him an Enemy to the 
Publick, and: that he ſhould be ſovght after 
and- putiiſh'd -after' the- manner ofthe An- 
cients.” viz. toe ſtrip'd taked, have his 
Neck faſten'd iri/a forked:Stick-4nd'be whi p- 
ped to dearh'; with which he was ſo terri- 
fled, that he ſnatch'd up/ two Daggers, 'and 
having felt the edges ol them, ſheath'd, them 
RG ke” 23din, 
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again, pretending that his fatal End was-not 
- And thys'dallying with his End, 
ſometimes he deſir'd 'Sporus to begin" his 
Moans and Lameiitations; and at other times 


| he would deire ſome one of the Company to 


ſhew him the''way to die by his Example ; 


and' by and by he' would chaſtize his'own 
Pufillanimity; ſaying, that he liv/d baſely and 


mretchedly, and endeavour'd to argue himſelf 
into Courage 'to'take away his- own Life ; 
but hearing that the:Horſemen were-at hand; 
with Orders to bring* him” back to Rome 
alive, if poſſible; he utter*d a Verſe in Greek 
to the ſenſe following, viz 
\ | Ly 
T bear the ſwifi-heel 'd Courſers "nM the Ground, 
And with thejy deadly Noiſe my Ears confound. 


And then clapping the Dagger to his T hroat, 


was aſſiſted by Epaphrodits, the Maſter of his 
Requeſts, to'thruſt it home; and thus he ex- 


pir d, his Eyes being ſuddenly fix'd and ſta- 


rjng in his Head, to the terrour of'all-thoſe 
that beheld him. Thus was that-Monſter of 
all Villany and Uncleanneſs'made the Execu- 
tioner of Divine Wrath apon himſelf, :it be- 


ing impoſſible that -be could'fall by a more 


Villainons Hand than his own. 

'The next Inſtance is the Emperor Galha, 
of whom Sueronius gives us this following 
Account': That inthe fatisfaftion of .his 
Luſt he was more [prone to the Male Sex ; 
nor did he care for any of- that'Sex neither; 
but ſuch as were overgrown and exſolete. 


It-1s reported therefore in Spain, that when 
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teelus, one of the ſtaleſt of, his He-concubines, 


\ brought-him the News of Nero's Death, - be 


not only.receiy'd him in-publick with home- 


preſs'd Hills, but courted* and ſent him a+. 


way: to be ſmooth'd without-delay.: The 
Ton Exit of A we have from 
the ſame Author, thus ; That thoſe who con< 
ſpir'd: againft him having drawn him out in- 
to the Streets, by falſe Rumonrs.. of O:ho's 
being kill'd, the Horſemen 'who., were in- 
truſted with the. Aſlaflination galloping thro? 


; the Throng- of commen; People, fell upon 
him and ſtabb'd him, deſerted we Hy 


by all his Followers, near the Curtian Lake, _ 


where he was left weltring in his Blood, un- 
tit a Common Souldier.. returning From 2 
publick diſtribution of Corn, laid down his 
Burthen; and cut off his Head ;- and-becauſe 
he conld | not take hold of the Hair, Galba 


>, - being bald, he carried it in the Lappet of 


his Coat, and thruſting his Thumb-berween 
his Teeth,-preſented it to Ortho, who gave it 
to the Sutlers and Horſeboys, and they car- 
ried it round the Camp, as the ObjeQt cf their 
Scorn and Contempt : So'infallibly does Un- 
cleanneſs bring down Vengeance upon the 
Heads of thoſe who wallow in Impurities. 
The Emperor Ocho follows next in co 
of whom $Syzetonizs . gives us: this following 
Account : That:from' his early Youth te was 
fo prodigal, and given,to;Women, chat his 
Father wasoften conſtrain'd to chaſtife him : 
He was alſo wont to run about the Streets in 
the Night-with his Companions, and where 
he met with any that were unable to make 
- . Re- 
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Reſiſtance, or inDrink, he would cauſe them 
' to be toſs'd in a Blanket. ' After his Father's 
deceaſe, he addreſs?d himſelf to a Court- 
Lady in great Favour, as being oneof the 
Emperor's Freed-women for whom he pre- 
tended. a moſt paſſionate Aﬀection, tho” ſhe 
was very old and decrepit : By her means he 
inſinuated himſelf into Nero's ' Favour, and 
eaſily kept the higheſt place in his Friendſhip, 
' through the conformity of their Humours; 
or, as others report, . being familiarly 'en- 
gag'd in mutual Proſtitution. - Moreover, 


Nero having « eat AﬀeQtion far Poppea Sa- 
bing, then i Mites, took her from her 
Husband, and ſent her to Ortho, who receiv'd 
her intahis Houſe under colour of Marriage. 


And. 


content to have alienated herKind- 


neſs from. Nero, he grew ſofond'of her, that 
he could hardly brook the Emperor'to be his 
Rival; and therefore not only refuſed thoſe 
that were ſent to bring her to the Emperor, 
but ſhut his Doors againſt the Emperor, him- 
ſelf ſtanding in the Street, and with Prayers 
and Threatnings: intermix'd redemanding 
the Truſt committed to his Care; whereup- 
on Nero diſloly'd the Marriage, and diſpatch 
ed him Legate into. Porrygal. Nero and Gal-- 
ba being both cut off, as we have heard 3l- 
ready, Otho ſucceeded in the Empire ;-. but 
Vitelins having raiſed himſelf up againſt him, 
Otho'at laſt became alſo his own Executioner, 


and ſtabb\d himſelf with a-Dagger. 


The next is Yirehius, concerning whom | 
that ame Author relates, That' during his 
Youth he reſided at Capree, amongſtTjberins's 


Catz- 
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Cai. inſomuch. that he - was branded 
with the Sirname of Male Proſtitmre ; and the 
Beauty, of his Body was thoug ht to have been 
the firſt. Occaſion of his Father's Adyance- 
ment... In the ſucceeding Years of his Age 
by. was, contaminated . with. all. mhanner. of 
ice; after e came: to the Empire, he ſur- 
render 'd the greateſt Share, of the Goyern- 
ment. to be anag'd by We. Council, or ra- 
ther at the Will and F bi of gvety infa- 
mous ae layer al Chariordriver, more 


eſpecially; of Aſiarzcys: bis eafranchisd' Slaye. 

This MaleProſtitute, when but, very young, 
after, his. "Maſter and he had mutually for 
ſome time defil'd. each other, being wearicg 
with his Patron's Importunity,. he ran away 
from him, - afterwards Fells. retaking him 
at. Putcole; where he was ſelJing ſowre Wine 
and. Water mix'd together, to the * poor Peo- 

ple, tq get. a Penny, he caſt him into. Irons, 

but ſoon. enlarg'd him, and fayour'd him a- 

gain; with. his Careſles. He, afterwards .ſold 
him to, Fencer, for his chuplih ill Nature, 

from. whom, he net lang after ſtole him: 
again, and the firſt day that Yicellins ap pea, 'd 
as Emperor, he ſuffer'd' him to Wear Gold 
Rings, like a. Ruman Knight. 

Suctonius. adds, That. this Emperor FVitel- 
linus was addidted to. all ſorts, of Vice, but 
chiefly .to Luxury and Cruelty ; . he always 
made three Meals a day, ſometimes f ur, nof 
contenting.himſelt with. Breakfaſt, Dioner, 
and Sypper, unleſs he. had: his Collation af- 


, terwards,, -he would. alſo appoint where to 


ſup, where. to dehauch the ſame I ay, and 
hap- 


y : 
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happy he that entertain'd. him who” could 


could come off for Ten thouſadd Crowns” at _ 


one ſitting : But, above alb the reſt; themoſt 


famous Supper was that which was made- 


him by his Brother, 'to welcortie him to'the 
City, at which time, as *twas Teported,'no 


leſs than Two thouſand Diſhes of *Fiſh, and | 


Seven thouſand of Fowl; all Rarities in ſea- 
ſon, were brought to the Table: .Only- he 
himſelf exceeded this Feſtival, at the Dedi- 
cation of his great Platter, which, by-reaſon 
of its extraordinary ſize, he,calPd The Buck- 
ler of Minerva, This Platter: he'filPd with 
an Oglio conſiſting of the/Livers of Thorn- 
backs,” the Brains of Pheſants and Peacocks, 
the Tongues of Phznicopters, and the milky 
Guts -of Mullets, for| which the  Bowels of 


the Ocean were ranſack*d,' from the Carpa- | 


thian Sea to the Srreighrs of Spain, by the Ma- 
ſters of the Koman' Ships and Galleys. His 
Appetite was ſo inſatiable and bottomleſs, 
and. withal ſo unſeaſonable and ſordid, that 
whether he were upon a;Journey or offering 
Sacrifice, he could not forbear from. ſnatch- 
ing the Fleſh of the Victim, and the parch'd 
Barley from the Altars, nor from tearing 
the Vicuals from the Cooks Stalls in the 
Streets, whether ſteaming hot or of yeſter- 
days dreſfing,, and the Leavings of others. 
But this luſtful 'and luxurious Emperor be- 
coming hateful to every body, -he was every 
where either vanquiſh'd or betray'd, ard at 
laſt ſeiz'd in the Porter's Lodge. of his -own 
Palace, whence he was dragg'd ignominiouſly 
through'the-Snreets by the Hair, with- his 

| Gar- 
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the.Scale Gemonie, - or common place of Exe- 
cution, where, by gently ſtabbing him with 
ſmall pricks at a time, they tortur'd him to 


death by degrees, and thence dragg'd' along 
with an Hook, they flung his mortified Car- | 


caſs into the Tiber. 
As for the Emperor Titws, and his . Son 
Veſpatian, they were not without Blame as 
to. the Point of Chaſtity, and tho? their Exits 
were not tragical, likethoſe of the preceding 
Monſters, yet they were not withont their 
Troubles and Reproaches,as juſtPuniſhments 
for their inordinate Paſſions. Suctonins ſays 
_ of Yeſpatian, That he had a great number of 
Concubines after the death of Cenjs, one'of 
which lay by him all the while of his Repoſe. 
And, that being perfecuted by a certain Cur- 
teſan, who pretended to be ready to die for 
Loye of him, he at length yielded' to her 
Embraces, and gave her Four' hundred Se- 
ſterces out of his own private Purfe, which 
he order'd bis Steward to place to his -Ac- 
count thus, viz. ToVeſpaſian, for being belov'd. 
That fame Hiſtorian obſerves of him, that he 
was much given to Drolling, and that ſome- 
Limes ſo broad and ſcurrilouſly, that he could 
hardly refrain from Obſcenity. He died of 
a ſudden Looſenefs, as a juſt Puniſhment for 
his looſe Life, of which the indelible Stain is 
convey'd to Poſterity by Suctonizs and other 
Hiſtorians. - joy pcs 
His Son-Yeſpatian is accugd: of fitting up 
till midnight revelling with the lewdelt of 
his Companions, and that: his Lechery was 
| F neto- 
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= a !>1-wguc a. SS oo... 4 On - 


a General Hilfoiy of TAhozmg: 
notorious, by his Gangs of Catamites and 
'Eunuchs, and the exceſſive Love he bore to 


'the Queen Berenjce: Upon the whole, he 


was generally eſteem'd and talk'd of as ano- 
ther Nero; but after he came to theEmpire, 
he reform'd himſelf, turn'd off his Paramour 
Berenice, and all his Catamites; and became 


-one of the moſt excellent Princes that ever 


ſway'd the Roman Scepter : Yet fo far hath 
the Divine Juſtice puniil'd his Incontinence, 
that the Infamy'of it is tranſmitted to Pofte- 
rity upon Record, and he 'was cut off in'a 
manner in the Vigor of his Ape, being but 
iFhis 41ſt Year when he died : And of this 
Misfortune he was very ſenſible, the Hiſto- 
riat! telling vs, that ke look'd vp toward 
Heaven, bitterly complaining, that his Life 


_ was wrongfully taken from im, for he had 


been guilty of no Afion of which he need 
repent, excepting one only, which what it 
was he neither then declar'd himſelf, nor 
could it be eaſily gneſsd by any one elſe, 
«ho? ſome were of Opinion, that "twas his 
Familiarity with his Brother's Wife Domitiz, 
but ſhe ſwore poſitively there was no ſuch 


- thing, and ſhe wonld not have denied it had 


it been true, but rather have gloried in it; 
which it was uſual for her to do of any ki 
of Lewdneſs. Burt thus his Memory. and 


Fame juſtly ſuffers, becauſe of his former Ta- 


temperance. \ | 
The following Inſtance is that of Domiriar, 
wha was infamous from his very Youth; 
Nero produc'd a Note uiider his Hand when 
he'was a yourg Mari, wherein he had promi- 
7” f WY ſed 


Ra him a Nights Lotlg#gar and tin 
he. is alſo -accusd af \hayfng 


Body to Nerua bye 0 
| IRE in np with 
ta Fro afterwards 


oftonhis- 
prefing, as if it had mo. a po offExer- 
wr} ; and, It- is reported of him, Ld he 
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= - a4 -45h and foim amofight 1 the” Nnatp- 
| - pious Marlats. When his Brother's 
$6 ter was offer'd him in Marriage, he would 
|  by-no means accept of her, as. being engas wal 
i in Wedlock with” Domitilla ; but not long 
after, when ſhe was married to another, he 
debauch'd her of this-own-accord, 'tho' Tits 
| was. thefts alive; but- w > her Father and 
| Husband Were: dead; he VER her with a moſt 
| . _ paſlionate- Aﬀetion, -. which-he-own'd before 
if  *- all the Warld,' infomuch- Fat after he had 
| got her with Child; he for&d- her | to miſ- 
| | carry, which was the occafion of her death, 
This vile Prince . being; joftly.; hated for / his 
| Cruelty and Debauchety, was kill'd in :his 
-- own Chamber, by thoſe thax confpir'd againſt 
him, Stephanus, Domitilla' ears, having 
ſtabb'd him ,with-a Dagger Groin, as 
he was reading a' 'Paper-which, by 4 given 
him, pretending It was a Diſcovery of a new 
Plot. And the Memory of'this Emperor 
was ſo execrable to the Senate, that they or- 
der'd all. his Decrees and Titles to be: every 
where ragd out, and the' very Memory cf 
"him utterly. aboliſh'd ; ſo nal true hath 
"6 
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It alwa $-been found, Gs and | 
Alter: Ood will prſ | ? 


\Thus we have gone thro ſuch Inſtan- 
ces as Livy and Sxctonixs afford us, and muſt 
now. have recourſe to.other Authors for the _ 
remainder of the Roman Etnperors. 


| The next we {hall inſtance is the Ecopart 
Ln Commudiu Amoninus, who was ele- 
o the Impetial petial Dignity. aboe the the. 


Year of Chriſt 180. From wa” Ap--wa 
ice, not- 


cy he-was bent to all ſorts of 
withſtanding the og of the. wiſe Philoſo» 
bk who had the co are his Manners, * 
that Rome found- iti a ſecond Nero. 
pals for ates Son to Fur 


would 

a Pa 4 as he did, with the Liofs* 
poet's and. Club, and would have Altars and 
Sacrifii which the Senate conſented to, 
rather than they would irritate his furious 
nature : He murders moſt of the Senators ; 


' Was-a ſevere Perſecuter of the Chriſtians. 


debauch'd his own Siſters, and entertained | 
three hundred Concubines,. and as. many 
Boys, for his deteſtable Pleafures, and gave 
the Government of his Provinces to Men 
noted for Vice or Infamy : Bur, -at laſt, ha- 
ving deſign'd to.cut off Martia, one of his 
Strumpets, ſhe, together with the Captain 
of His. C Guards 5 his Lord Chamberlain, 


Tens bad the like Deſign, mix'd 
on 


rider: Wine, which not lk quick 


cqu in its SP, they had him 
ph . frran-" 
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bt ent; 


he fed his- Lamps 


pos'd ta al. manner © 


and then into the Tiber, 


+ 1cÞp Eſſay. " 
ngie a Wreſtlet, i (with hor heus'd 
himſelf ſometimes at thar' Sport) 
about the 31ſt year of his age ; ſays Lampri- - 
dias, Extrop utes: and Onvpbr jus. 


" We come next to. Heliogabalns che Empe- 


| ror, wh ſuc &d' Macrinus, and WAS cal- 
led the Roman Sardanapali;, Mis Luxury was 


ſo boundleſs, that when he was on the Sea- 
coafts he' would eat nothing bur Fowl from 
the remoteſt Mountains, and when fartheſt 
from the Sea, wonld eat nothiag bu but 5ca-fiſh; 
with Balſim, 'and filled his 
FI ponds with fcerited Water ; - tte married 
auila Severn, a Veſtal Virgit, "(tho' by we 
Toa Law accounted Inceſt) ſaying, 
be being a Prieſt, their Offspring mult be Al- 
together Heavenly/ . His two Coachmen 
were his chief Companions and fellow- 
Debauchees. He cut off 'abundance of the 
Senators, becauſe they, would nor allow of 
a *Senate : 'of Women, whereof his. Mother 
was. to be Preſident, and' to. determine all 
Female Controverſies, Tho? he was but 
Twenty two Years'gld xt moſt, he was guit- | 
ty of all manner of Villavies. enough to 


make*thoſe. who read his Hiſtory to bluſh : 
He became at laſt fo hateful even to his 


own Guards, that ht and' his Mother were 
both 1:in in, the Camp, and their Corps ex- 
ft Indignities from. the 

Populace,” who firſt thre ep, themytoed a Privy, 
ovile had their Luſts 

ONE: them, in” the Eyes of the People. 
| his 
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 (This/happen'd about the Year'222, accord- 
ing to Emtropins, Eampriding, | and” Auvelns 
Fittor. ; "Ps 


- The Emperor Tz4j«# falls next under con- 
fideration, who tho' a Prince excellent. for 
Virtue'and' Valour, compar'd\ with ſome'that 
went before him, yer Dior and others charge 
| him with' Cruelty: /and: Incontinence-in the 
unnatural Love of Boys, as. alſo with perſe- 
. cuting the Chriſtians, and- Excels/ in Wine, 
As -to his puniſhment, the fame. Authors 
take notice, that he'had well*nigh periſh'd 
' by a dreadful Earthquake, and: eſcap'd'. fo 
narrowly, that he was forced to be drawn 

ut of a'Window ;. and- his.great Virtue and 

alour have not - been .able' to preſerve his 
Memory from the:Ignominy of thoſe'Sodomi» 
tical Impurities he was guilty of. 


. The Emperor Caracalla was'a' Monſter of 
Cruelty and Incontinence, | being” ſo impu- 
| dent as to marry «lia his Father's Widow; 
' he alſo conſpir'd the Death of his Father 
and Brother, ſo inſeparable are Cruelty and 
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Inconrinence, and was at.laſt cut' off himſelf 


by: s Confpiracy of his Officers. - ' - - | 


 . The Emperor Galljenus, ſays Trebeliins Pol- 
lio,, was'a perſon altogether given'to Sloath 
and' Eaſe, his Pleafures-and Luſts, which 
drew upon him; the Hatred” of 'afl Men. 
When they” brought! him' News that ' Egype - 
was loſt, and that Gaul had revolted, he 
| | -- Was 


260 


--'AnEflay towards 
was ſo unconcern'd, becauſe of his ſluggiſh 
Temper; that he made no other Anſwer but, 
Whet, cart we live without the Flax of Þ- 
gypt, or the Jippoes of Arras? And at laſt 


' was flain by ſome of his Captains. 


. came thither, violated her 


Aurelins Vitor gives us this Account of the 
Emperor. Carin«s, That he gave himſelf over 
to-all manner of Vice, married nme Wrves, 
and put ſeveral to death upon bare” Suſpi- 
cion.; which, ſays Yopiſcns, nfade his Father- 
afterwards difown him z and he was kilPd in 
23% f _—— his Capone, whoſe Wife he 

ad de : OO 


Entropius and Creſus' ſay of the Emperor 


 Galerins, That he divorced bis firſt Wife, 


and married Yaleria, the Emperor's Daugh- 
ter, perſecuted the Chriſtians in'a moſt cruel 
and barbarovs manner, and died of an Ulcer 
in his Genitals, that began to ſwarm with 
Worms; a juſt'and ſuitable Puniſhment for 
his Incontinence. 


V alentiriiau the Third became fo enamon- 
red on 4 Roman Lady, Wite ro Maximic, a 
Senator, and afterwards Empefor, that he 
ſollicited her continually to debauch her; but 
without effe& : But having won all Maxj- 
mus's Money, and his Ring likewiſe, at Dice, 
he ſent the Ring as a Token from - her +Hus- 
band, to come to the Palace, and''when' ſhe 

| haſtity ; the in- 
jur'd Lady complain'd of it to her Husband 
iS gt EDS _.-who 


_ 


- a General biſioy of Whozing. 
who 'in revenge contriv'd the Murder of 
Maximus, about the Year 455. 


Procopins and Baronixs have left it on Re- 
cord concerning the Emperor Maximus, 
That having cauſed the Emperor Yalentinien 
the third to be killd for having ravifh'd 
his Wife, he married the Empreſs Exdoxa 
by force, created his own Son Ceſar, and 
married him' to the young Exdoxa, the 
Emperor's Daughter. One Night, in his 
Amours with the Empreſs Eudoxa, he told 
her,. That. he kid the Emperor her Husband 
for love 4 her ; which fo -incens'd her, that 
ſhe ſent for Ciſeric, King of the African 
Vandals, to deliver her from the. Tyrant, 
who abandoning Rome when Genſeric enter'd 
into it, he was killd by a Souldier, and af- 
terwards pulfd in pieces by the Empreſs 
and her Servants, and thrown into the T3- 
ber, about ſeventy ſeyen days after be began 
his Reigth” : 


Thus we have gone through the ſeveral 
Governments and Governaurs of Rome, from 
its 'foundation ' ro the Reign of Auguſtalus, 
the laſt of thoſe properly calfd Roman Em- 
perors, which have: afforded ns many remar- 
| kable. Inſtances of the Tragical -EffeQs of 
Luſt,” nos only upon particular Perſons and 
Families, but upon Kingdoms, Empires, and 
other Governments, and ſhall ſhut up this 
part of our Hiſtory with an Account of the 
S 3 abo- 
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© thia, and the Ludi borales cele 
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_ abor inable Worſhip of. Priap. Rs Reva: 
ed. anong 
the Xomans with fo much Sglemnity and Im- 
udence, that it afforded SubjeQ-marter of 
Reflect tion to their Satyriſts, and Hiſtorians, . 
who: aſcrib'd. the Fall of the Roman Faye 
chisfly to that Cauſe. Ft, 


Toftarus, in his oth Queſtion upon the 
20th of Exodus, faith concerning the Hea- 
theniſh Worſhip of Priapas, T hat it' was fo, 
obſcene, that the very mention of jt could: | 


. not bur offend chaſte Ears, They. profeſ- 


ſed.in the holding of thoſe Sacrifices that 


|beaſtly Crime which the moſt vicious Meu 


will. hardly confels . upon the. Rack: The. 
ſhape, ſays he, in which that God was re- 


' preſented was ſuch as, Natpre hath tayght 


vs. to hide, and; the geſtures of the Proe/ts 
in ſerving, him ſuch, as 1 wonder their Ma- 
trons and Virgins, in whom Were any ſpark 
of Modeſty, could behold it with patience ; 

and- for the People who came to worſhip, 


the Sacrifice being ended, they all ſtepped . 


aſide. into a_ Thicket , which was alwaies 
planted near the Altar of this, God. , aud 


there, like Brute Beaſts, promiſcuouſly fa- 


tisfied their Luſt, thereby, as they concei- 
ved, beſt pleaſing their God ; which wag 
the cauſe, as it ſeems, that the true GOD 
commanded that no Groves ſhould be plan- 
ted near the place of his Worſhip; and, 
if any were, that they ſhould - be cut 
down, 

of 
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.of F the. Flog nature was' ooh Workiip 6f 46-2) 


bis," "the Mother: ofthe "Gods; as 

we find deftribed by- St. Auguſtine, De. 
Dei, lib. 2,'\cap, 4, in'the fo lowing: words, 
Anto-ejus Leftitam, i.:c. Sach thy Stuff was 
by: looſe poophane Varlets fans before her 
Chariot on the ſolemn 'day, vf her Lava- 
tion, 4s was” utterly unfit;'F will not ſay 
for the Mother of the Gods, hut of any Se- 
nat5r, nay, of any honeſt Man, nay, of the 
Singers themflves-to- hear'; And'p nce, 
ſaita he, they would have bluſh to have 
ſpoken, that before their own . = at 
hame,. which inthe ſight of the Mother of 
the Gods, in the fight and hearing of in- 
numerable multitudes of both Sexes, they 
boldly ſang ; and thereupon breaks out into 
this Exclamation : What ſhould we call Sacr:i- 
lege, if this were Sacrificing, what Pollurzon if 
this. Purification ? And 1 this be Sacrilege, 
then: ſurely the Worſhipping of God by 
Blaſphemies and Curfings, as did the Zys- 
dians, 'is a degree beyond Sacrilege ; who 
notwithſtanding proceeded 15 far in this 
deviliſh mad Cuſtorn ,- that, as Lattantivs 
fays; they held. it a violation of their Sa- - 
crifice, if during their folemn: Ceremonies 
but 2 good Word chaaced to. flip from any 
Mag, tho' unawares, 


.Fo theſe may be added the abominable 
, Game calPd . by the Romans Ludi Florales, 
In t honour of Floya, a notorious Strampet, 

'S 4 | COn- 


by 


Motions 


bez 


| by Jonr oh; 4 
common Proltitutes, "_ got their mainte- 
nance by that Trade, 0 of and -down- the 
Streets by Day, Roy in whe igbt, with bur- 

Torches, 2 having their | Sldle Bodies 

fink na and expreſling the moſt beaſtly 
res, and uttering themoſt 
that coy 
Ovid allndes Faſt 


fithy Speeches and $o 

magin'd. "To th 

r«m 5, when he ſays, | 
Turba 9 cur hos celehret Merctricia lads, 
Non ex fel cognita- carſa fuir. 


'Yet to thoſe ſhameful Paſtimes were their 
Youth admitted, thereby adding as 'it were 
Fire to the Tinder; nay, the ſageſt Senators, 
graveſt Matrons, and ſevereſt Magiſtrates 
were well content to grace them with their 
preſence, as if it been ſome commen- 
dable Exerciſe. Theſe Floral Flays were 
acted. but once. a Year, but their Inter- 
Iudes upon the open Stage were 'aQted al- 
moſt every Day, and' ſo abominable, that 
the devout Fathers of the Primitive Church 
conld hardly write of them with Patience. 
Salvian, de Guubernatione Des, 1b. 6, wintes 
ſmartly concerning them, thus: ,T, alia ſunt 
iq ilic frunt, $i, 5.6. .* 'The things ated 

there are of ſuch a nature, that a' Man 

- Can ſcarcely ſpeak of them, or remember 


. » Them 


». ® 


< defiled with corrupt Thoughts, 'the Af- 
* feftions with naughty the Eyes 
, &-, ſeeing, the Ears by kearing: all which 


« lefs fully deſcribe- them. For what mo- 


; cannot” well be related ? which being ſo 
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_ without ſome touch of Pollution, 

COHTII ch to' nv wy 

"a: amp as impure Thoughts 

e Mind ; Sights, the Eye ; Wic- 
Speeches, the Eazr ; ſo that when one 

of thik is tainted, yet the reſt may be 

©-clear from Pollution, but in the Theatre 

f none of them is free from the_ guilt of 

* Infeftion, inaſmuch as the Mind 1s there 


pH 


C 
6. 
c 
6 
6 
6 


* are ſo lewd, that no' t bluſh- 
*- ing,” can' ſo much> as name "them, much 


* deſt Man is there, who-can recount thoſe 
x += wogromereem of beaftly ARions, thoſe 
*#il es, - and Motions, and Ge- 
y « ſures, Mich: "how ſinful they are we - 
* may from © hence! conjequre, | that they 


d what- manner of things all, or at 

; leaſtwiſe the greateſt part, of the Romans 

* praQtis'd. © - And would to, God that -all 

that: is here ſaid were not too too applica- 
ble to our Engliſh Playhouſes. 


* That the Roman Luxury was incredible, 
rs by their own Writers, both Poets 

| Hiſtorians ; and to that purpoſe Fuvc- 
nal, in his 6th Satyr, has theſe remarkable 


Expreſions : 


Inc 


; . 
» -- 
C0 ( 
" ” 
- . * 
- . , 
/ 4 
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Nuns Apia Longap pacis: ala ufoninin arwiis 
Luxuria incumbit, yittumq; ulſeiſcitur orbem 
 Nullumcrimen abeſt, faownjq, Ty APA. ea *Þ 
Pangerias pews perit. IE” 


ariter '& Luxuria nate e's *& — 
ha "oY Pliny 5 1. ©, Tyttury 'Was: born 
and Carthage deawiil at the, ſame ' time ;, 
meaning, that when. the. Romans had no 
Enemies, to keep Em .in the exerciſe} of 
their Arms, they:became. luxurious. . And 


| Cauſahon, in his, Preface! $0. Poly bios, ſays; 


< It 1s evident that. thoſe - py En are. by 
© Tacitus deſcribed +in bis Annals, than 
* which there were, never auy Times mgre 
* fruitfyl in moſt ſhameful and: abormna- 
* ble. Vices, -or- more-. oppoſite, to Virtue, 


- And by that means, as Juvenal, exprefies. it 


well, their Luxury became more deſtructive 
to them. than: their Arms, and by ' making 
a Conqueſt of them, reveng;d their Conguelt 


of the Ward. And thus os the great Ro» 


mAN Empire, 


We have- already likes”; notice .of the 
Laſciviouſneſs,, of the; Romans,and their In- 
continence/ as.. to the ,Luſts, of the Fleſh ; 
we Ccome-. now to ns, a ſhort view of their 
Luxury .-1n other reg $”, | which - being 


, equally a breach of tha « Seventh Command- 


ment, were either natorally introdudtive of 
their "Bod: ly Uncleanneſs, or the unayoida- 
ble 


ans. os... ac 4 we . 
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ble Conſequences of it, and contributed to 
the Ruine of their Empire. h 


To begin with their Exceſs in Drinking, 
Ammianus Marcellinws,, lib. 22, fays, , That 
their Cups were heavier than their Swords; 
wy thoſe Cups were ae of the. Leaves 
of the E Bean, which Pliny, ib. 21, 
& I'S, *: pH, as broad as Fatt 
Hat. They had a Maſter of Miſrule- in 
their Carrouſes, who was call'd AModipers- 
tor, Or Magiſter; whoſe Office was to pre 
ſcribe Rules, and ſee them executed 
the principa 1 Chance or Lot they oo Bee for 
Dripking = call'd Fenus, Thoſe Rules. of 
Drinking they borrow'd for the moſt part 
from the. Crecians, the moſt drunken Na- 
tion that! ever was ; and of theſe Rules -one 
was to drink down the Evening-Star, and 
up the Morning-Star : Saith Plautns, 4d 
diurnam Stelam -matutinam porantes. Another 


Rule commonly praQtis'd among?em was, to” 


drink as many Healths as there were Let- ' 
ters in their Miſtreſſes Names ; as appears 
by Martial's Epi gram-: | 


Nevie ſex Cyathic, h ptem | Juſtine ©" ek 
Quingque Lea Lyde quatwor, 14a tribus, 


Theſe drunken Matches were in a manner 
the daily: Trade of. their Poets; as appears . 
to any that peruſe Horace and Martial. 
The FTue, Lab. 1, ace 37, lays, 


” 


Nunc 
4 


' An Effay towarys | 
Nunc eſt bibendum, nunc pede libero | 
. Pulſanda tellus. | 
And the latter, Book 11, Epigr, 7, ſays, 
Poſſum eg vil ſrins, biden? 


. - Smeenrrunt mihs quindecim Pocte. 


' Nay, Sencce aſſures vs, Nat. qu. 4. 1 
that their Women exceeded -the - Men in 


- theſe Debauches ; Non minus pervigs 'ant, ( non 


minns potant : 1. E,' They fit up as late, they 
drink no leſs, nay, they challenge Men to the 
anointing of therr Bodies, aud the ſmiling down 
of, Wine, diſgorging what they cat #nd drink a 
welt as they ©, neither \do they. forbear to chew up- 
0 Snow, as Men do, for refreſhing therr boiling 


| Sromachs. | | 
Thoſe Debauches are yet more-graphical- 


ly deſcrib'd by Pliny, lib. 14, c. 12; where 
he ſays, © To the end that-we may take the 
© more; Cups, and pour it down the Throat 
* the more luftily, we let it run through a 
* Strainer,- to abate the force thereof ; 
Some take Hemlock before they fit down, 


. © becauſe they muſt grink perforce then, or | 


©elſe die; and others the Powder of the 


4 Pumice-ſtone, and ſnch-like Stoff, which 1 _ 


* am*aſham'd to rehearſe, and teach thoſc 
* that be ignorant of ſuch Lewdnefs ; 4nd 


* yet we ſee thoſe that be the ſtouteſk Drin- 


© Bro-« 


* kers lye ſweating & long in the Baths and 


b . - 


© Brothel-honſes to digeſt their Sh rfcit of 


| which they us'd to 
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© Wine, that ever now and then they are 
© carried forth dead for their labonr. . You 
© ſhall have ſome again; when they are -in 
© the Hot-hovuſe, that won't ſtay fo long as 
* they may go fo their Beds, nay, nor as 
© they may put on their Shirts, but imme- 
© diately, naked as ny are; and panting 
* and puffing for Breath, catch up great 
© Tankards of Wine, to ſhew what valianc 
© Champions of Bacchxs they are, and pour 
© them down one after another, till they 
© yornit twice or thrice what they- have 
© drank. Then deſcribing their Pots out of 

,3 * They were en- 
; Wien, ſays he, with fair portraitures of 
C-. 


dutteries, as jf Drunkennefſs it felf were 


© not ſofficient to kindle the hear-of Luſt, 
© and to teach them Wantonneſs. Then, 
© continues he, when they come.to be fud- 
*'dled they caſt their wanton Eyes upon 
© Mens Wives ; then fall they to conrt fair 
* Dames and Ladies, and openly bewray 
©their Folly even before their jealous and 
© ſtern Husbands : And thus many a Man, 
©by his laviſh Tongue in his Wine, hath 
© come by his Death, atid had his Throat 
© cut. But if they eſcape theſe. Dangers, 
© they never live to be old Men, but dye in 
* the ſtrength of their Youth : Hence co- 
© meth it that ſome of them look pale, 
© with flaggy Checks, others have_bleared 
* and fore Eyes; and there be of *em that 
* hake fo with their Hauds, that they cans 


* nok 
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-< not; hold a ful Cup, but-pour it-on-the 
;© Floot, .. They are generally diſturb'd;wirh 
.< fearful Dreams, which- is the very begin- 


© ning of their Hell in- this Life; or-elfe 
© have reſtle& Nights ; and finally, . if they 


_ © 'chance to ſleep; for a due reward of- their 


© Drunkennels,: they are deluded: with: the 
© imaginary Conceits of the Delights of Ye- 
© '2us, defiled - with filthy abominable Pollu- 
© tions 4 and thus fleeping or waking they 
* ſin with pleaſure. 3, 


Then he proceeds to particular Inſtances, 


- and names Nivellins Torquatus a Milanoys, who 


won. the Victory from- all the rations in 
Prigkiog, adding, That he had gone thro? 
all the Degrees of Dignity at \Kome, had 


| been Pretor, and Proconſal; and in all: theſe 


Offices of State he - won no-great Name, but 
fot drinking, in the preſence of Tiberixs three 
Gallons of Wine at one draught, for ,which 
he was dubb'd Knight, by the Surname of 
T ricongius, Or the Three Gallon Knight, This 
Torquatus had the Art of Drinking, never 
was known .to falter in. his Tongue, never 
eaſed himſelf by vomiting , always drank 
without drawing his. Breath, and never left 
a drop behind-in the Cup. | 


BE His next Inſtance is in Mark Antony, who 


ſtrove to. win the Victary/in Drinking. and 
wade a'/Profeſſion-thereof.; as appear d' by 1 
Book which he. publiſh'd” under: the title of 
his own Drunkenneſs, whereby he ye” m 
| aſham' 


x ___= <4. 


- 
R . 


 riofity more. nice thap ne eaful * Lo, how I am not 
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 aſham'd to -juſtific his Exceſſes that way, and 
. thereby approved, under pretence of his 


. 


Drunkenneſs, all the Outrages he commit- 
ted, and all thoſe Miſeries and *Calamities 


that he brought” upon the Warld, This 
7 reatiſe, ſays Pliny he. vomited out a little 


.. before his Defeat at Aim. 


. * That fame Author gives us two- other 
- memorable. Inſtances: of Antony's Drunken- 


neſs, the firſt as follows. 


* Cleopatra, his Paramour, perceiving his 
Jealouſie of her; infomnch that he would: 


neither eat/ nor, drink! without his Taſter, 


| he deſign'd to make Sport of his needleſs 
Fear ; and therefore cauling a Chappelet or 
Garland of Flowers.to he made for Art 
ſhe dipp'd all the edges. of tiie- Flowers in 


ony, 


ſtrong Poyſon ; and having thus prepar'd it; 
ſr it upon Artozys Head ; and having fate 
at Meat a good while, ahd drank themſelves 
merry, ſhe chall-ng'd Antony for each of 
them to drink their Chappelets ; and ha- 
ying firſt drank off her own, Antony minc'> 
his, ' and putting it into his Cop, pre- 
par'd'to drink it off ; but juſt as he was ſet- 
ting it to. his Head, ſhe -put her Hand be- 
tween and ſtaid him, and then utter'd. theſe 
Expreſſions : My dcar and beſt-beloved Anto- 
ny, now ſee what ſhe is whom thou doſft ſo much 
dread and ſtand in fear of, that for thy ſecu- 
rity thou muſt have extraordinary Taſters, a Cu- 


# 


9 
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| Had 


iving it in Vinegar, drank it off: And aSſhe 


An Ettay towarts 


ro ſeek of Meani and, Opportunities to compaſs - 


thy Death, if _ 1 could find in my Heart ro live 
ths hel.” And wg 
ner. out of the Jayl, whom ſhe caus'd't6 
drink off the Cup that Ancony Ta preparid 
for himſelf, and the poor Wretch died' by 
that time he had well taken the Cup fron 
his Lips: 


The next Inſtatice is this : Cleopatra being 
poſleſs'd of two Pearls, the richeſt and fair- 
eſt that were ever known in the 'Worlf 
being left to her by deſcent,” and accounte 
Nature's Wonder, ſhe began \to uadervalue 
the Expence that Antony had been at in 
treating her from day to day, -to the it- 
moſt of his might ; and when he demanded 
of her how it was poſhble to, go beyond. the 


magnificence and coſt of his Treat, ſhe an-- 


fwer'd, That ſhe would ſpend upon him One hun- 
dared thouſand Seftertii at one Supper. Antony 


, thought that impoſſible, and therefore wa- 


ger*d with her, that ſhe could not- do it. 
Next night ſhe made him a Su 
enough, but much ſhort of tho 


at he 
ore prepar'd for her ; -wherenþo 
began to langh er to Scorn, and demanded 
a Bill of the Particulars, to which ſhe an- 
ſwer] d, That what bad been brought in alrca- 
dy was meer Overplus; and that ſhe would yet in 
that Sifper tat Six hundred thouſand Seſtertii 


for her own part : Upon which” ſhe took one 


of thoſe Pearls from her Ears, and diffvl- 
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then ſhe ſent for” a Prifo- - 


per, royal | 


n he 
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- "was about to. do' the like with the other; 


L. Placentins, the Judge of that Wager, laid 
faſt 'hoſd upon ir, and pronounced, That 
Antony had loſt, upan which he fell into a 
mighty Paſſion, There' was-an end of one 
Pearl ; and the fellow thereof being taken 


it was divided in two, in memory of that 
half Supper of theirs, and hung in the Ears 
of Yen at Rome, in the Temple of Pantheon. 
And yet, faith Pliny, as prodigal as they 
were, they ſhall not go away with the Prize ; 
for 1ong before their time Clodins, the Son 
of «Aſop the Tregedian praftisd the like in 
Pearls of great price ; ſo that Artony hath, 
to match him' in all his Magnificence, one lit- 
tle better than a Stageplayer. 


'Leſt Dronkenneſs ſhould be thought to be 
only the: Vice, of ſome particular perſons 


among the : Romans, - Lipſus in his Epiſtles | 


teils us, That it was a common Crime a. 
mong them, becauſe the Emperors them» 
ſelves were deeply infeted with it, and 
highly rewarded it in others. He names 
one Firmw, who was Deputy of Egypr un- 
der Aurelian, and drank off two Buckets full 
of Wine at a time. Bonoſus the Emperor 
was wont to ſay, That he was nor born to 
live, but to drink; and when he was hang'd 
for' ſome Miſdemeanour, he was calFd. ar 
hanging Tankard, \and not a Man, The Em- 
RC Per Maximinus is charg'd with drinking 
mire Gallons of Wine in one day. . And 

x T one 


from this Queen when ſhe was a Priſoner, 
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one Phagon, in Aureliar*s time, is accug'd of .. 


drinking, more ;- inſomuch that | Lipſs ſays, 


| He ſhould tremble ro write thoſe things, . 
but that he:had them from good Authors. 


Nero promoted Piſo to be Provoſt of Kome 
for his Drunkenneſs ; and Flaccus Pomponius 


to be Governour of Syria for that ſame Qua-, 


lity. He likewiſe prefer'd an ignoble and 
obſcure, Fellow before the Chief of the 
Nobility, to be a Queſtor or Treaſurer, be- 
cauſe he drank off nine Gallons of Wine at 


a Feaſt which Nero himſelf had made. And 


how far that beaſtly Vice of Drunkenneſs 
had infeQed the common. People .of Rume, 
appears by the Fannian Law, fays Macro- 
bius, Saturnal, /ib.3, c. 17, Which was made 


againſt Drunkennels, becauſe, ſays he,matters 
were come to that paſs, that the greateſt . 


part of the common People of Rnme came 


ordinarily drunk-into the Conncilhouſe, to 


conſulr of -the Safety of the State. 


The more to excite them to Drunkenneſs, 
the Veſſels cnt of which they drank were 
very coſtly and. curions in their Workman- 
ſhip, being chas'd, emboſs'd, or wronght in 
Imagery. and Flowerwork,- as if the Painter 
had drawn them. Theſe Celitures were ſo 


_ fram'd, that they might put them on or take 
\ them off at pleaſure, and were . therefore 


cal'd Emblemata Such was that whereof 
Tavenal the Satyrilt ſpeaks, Sar.-1, Srantem 


' extra porula Caprum ;, a. Goat ſtanding out . 
from the Cup ; two cf this kind celt 7 ucins 


Craſſus 


” » | 


vv 
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Craſſus the Oratour One hundred thouſand 
Safterces; that is abaut Five hundred thirty 
three Pounds Sterlin. Sometimes they were 
made of Onix-ſtones, dug from the Moun- 
tains of Arabia, ſometimes of Mother of 
Pearl, and other curious Shells; and all 
thoſe kinds they richly enameVd with Pearls 
and precious Stones. , We drink, faith Pliny, 


kb. 33. 11, in rows of Pearl,, and garniſh 


our Pots with Emeralds, t delights us. to 
hold the 7:dies in our Hands, as a provoca. 
tion to Drankenneſs. And becauſe © of the 
richneſs of their Cups, ; they ſer ſome ar 
their Feaſts to watch their Drinking-veſlel, 
They thought” not themſelyes. dainty e- 
nough, faith Pacatus, unleſs Luxory had 
chang'd the- Seaſon of - the Year, unleſs 
Winter-roſes ſwam upon the top of their 
Pors, and naleſs their pleaſant Wines dif- 
ſolv'd'' the Surthmer-ice in a large Gemm:; 
They had alfo Cups of Murrin-and Cryſtal 
of wonderful great prizes, 'and one of thoſe 
bought for Three bundred thouſand Seſter- 
ces, ' or above Five. and twenty hundred 
Pounds Sterlin, by Nero, Petronius, who had 
been Conſul, broke in pieces a little before 
his death, on a ſpight to Vero, that he might 
diſinherir his Table thereof. | 


We ſhall coticlude this point of their 
Drunkenneſs. with. the beaſtly Forms- of 
mMy of their Cups ; Yeo bibit ille Priapo, 

7 bo 1 Tuvenal, He-drinks out of a Priapus made 
#f*Glaſz. And Pliny to the ſame purpoſe 
3% ' 
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Gaith, Is _pobilts libidines celare Jiwvat, & per 


chſrenitates bibere,* They delight ro engravo 
their Luſtful Dalliances upon rherr Cups; and to 


drink in Obſcenit y: 


The next thing that falls under our Con- 
ſideration is their Gluttony, which being 
alſo a Sin of the Fleſh; and an Incentive of 
Luſt and Uncleannefs, does Properly batong 
to our Subjed. 


Their Luxory in' this "eſpi anneal 
in their Tables, Platters, Numbet and Or- 
der of their Servants, 4s well as in their 
Courts. They had Tables of Silver and 
Gold, as appears by that of Martial, Epig. 3t: 
Suftentatque tuas Aurea menſa dapes : 3.0; 

Diſhes are ſet upon Tables of Gold * But 
the Tables which they valued moſt were of 
Citron, which they bronght from Africa. 
Tully had one which coſt him Ten thor- 
fand Sefterces,. tho? he was both ſevere ir 
his Morals, and poor, compar'd with others. 
Afenius 'pollio ad one which was ſbld for 
Eleven thouſand Seſterces ; and the more. 
knotty thoſe Tables were, "the more the 
were valued. And thoſe Tables ſtood alſo 
upon Ivory Frames and Feet. Djon. reports 
of Seneca, That notwithſtanding his ſevere 
and Stoical Profeſſion, he was ſtor'd with 
Four hundred ſuch Tables: and Amnius hþd 


three hundred of them, and as mry Servants 


to attend. them. 


Then 


0 ' as 


a General Hiſtozy of Whozing. 


\ Then/as-to ' their Platters or Chargers, 
Pliny ſays, That Drufillanus, one of the Em- 
peror Clandizss Slaves, and his Treaſurer 
in High Spain, had a Silver Charger of Five 
hundred pound weight ; and Y#eliies had 
one which coſt him a Million of Seſterces, 
or about Eight thouſand Three hundred” and 
Thirty three pounds Sterlin ; ſo that A4u- 
cianus pbraided the Memorial of him, cal- 
ling his Exceſs that way Palinarum Paludes, 
Platters as broad as Ponds. '. 


Then as to their Waiters at Table, they 
ſometimes made uſe of naked Wenches : 
And thus Tiberius the Emperor ſent a Meſ- 
ſage th Sexrtrs Clavdins, that he would 
come and ſap with him, on condition that 


he would change nothſig of his 'wonted , 


faſhion, which 'was, that he ſhould have 
_ . naked Wenches' waiting on him at Supper. 

Seneca, in his 95th Epiſtle, faith, they had 
. whole Troops of unfortunate Ganimedes, 
and Troops of exſolete or ſtale Catamites 
gown to. Man's eſtate, waiting on them at 


able, and thoſe 'they rank'd into' ſeveral. 


Bands, according to their Nations and 
Complexions. "He further. tells. us of the 
- infinite number of their Cooks, Bakers, &c. 
and, then cries out, Dis boni, quantum hominum 
unins Venter exercet | Good God, what a nam- 


ber of Men doth one Belly fet at work! They 


had alſo Schools, and Maſters to teach the 


Art of Carving to their Scholars , by 
T q Diſhes 
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i *, Diſhes faſhion'd in Wood after what man- 
| ner and with what geſture of the Body they 
ſhould cut them up. 


'\, Seneca, in his 97th Epiſtle, ays, © Do you 
© wonder that our Diſeaſes are innumerable? 
_ © Number our | Cooks if you can. The 
© Schools "of "Philoſophers are empty, but 
* how are our Kitchins frequented $— 


Pliny, tb. y. 17, fays, That ' ſcarce any 
Man was in greater requeſt . than "thoſe 
| Cooks that could moſt artificially - waſte 

j their Maſter's Subſtance. The infinite waſte 

| they made this way, the ouly Story of Ap;- 
l cins, an infamous, Belly-God, may ſuffice to 
ſhew, who having laid up' Ninety Millions 
| 


_'of Seſterces for his' Kitchin, beſides many | 
great Gifts of Princes, and a mighty Reve- - 
nue-of the Capitol, being deep in Debr, he 
began at laſt, tho* ſore againſt his Will, to 
look into his ' Reckonings, and found that, 

hy all being caſt up, he had ſtill remaining 

| clear Ten Millions of Seſterces, or Eighty- 
| | three thouſand ,T hree hundred and thirty 

. unds Sterlin;z and yet, for fear that he 
| hrould live in an Hunger-ftarv'd faſhion, he 
| poiſon'd himſelf: Upon which Seneca ex- 
| 
| 


claims, ' * How - great was that Luxury to 
* which ten -Milhons of Seſterces ſeem'd 
il * Poverty ? wolf ts 


| | [5 ©» "And 
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And that. this Gluttony was . comnion 

- _., among the Romans, appears. from Jurchal 
and Seneca; the former, Sat. 1, ſays, Una 
.”  Comedunt patrimonia menſa ;* They devour whole 
... Eſtates at-one ſitting © And the latter, Ep. 95, 
- fays,. * What is more lewd than a ſamptuous 


.." 5 Supper, that waſtes a Knight's Reyenues, 
© of which the moſt frugal, if' it: be-but-any 


' © way ſolemn, coſts Three hundred thouſand 
. © Seſterces, or Two thouſand: Five hundred 
* and Fifty five pounds Sterling ?; Nor did 
they only exceed as tothe Quantity and 
Quality, . but as to the: Frequency. of their 
Banquers. Tiberixs ſpent: a Night and two 
days in continual - eating. and drinking. It 
was uſual with Nero to eat from Noon fill 
Midnight ;- and F7reli;zs feaſted uſually three 
or. four times a Day, every fitting being va- 
. lued- at }Four hundred thouſand 'Seſterces, 
or Thirty-three thouſand Three hundred and 
. dhirty-three pounds' Sterling ; which was 
One aullion Thirty-three thouſand Three 
: hundred and thirty-two.pounds Sterling per 
Day ; being eakly able to. go through then 
all by a. continual Cuſtom! of Vomiting, 
which was common among them : Says Se. 
neca, De Conſolatione ad Albinam, c. 9. * They 
* yomir . that they may eat, and eat again 
 * thar they may vomit ; and thoſe Delicates 
* which they hunt for through the, World, 
' they vouchſafe not ſo much as to digeſt : 
_ Nay, the very Women prattiſe it as well as 
Men; they eat againſt their Stomachs that 
F | , T 4 which . 


| -- An Eſſay towatds 
\ which they" ſoon return by their Mouths. 
"The: number > their Courſes-were-ufually 
onſter . Hee. | 
hog hai had two -and twenty - Courſes. of | © ; 
the choiceſt Fare ſery'd in. |: Nay, Sueronius/ by 
tells us, That ata caſual Supper made to the: 
Emperor Yitellias, by his Brother, - there: 
were Two thouſand of the choicelt 
thouſand Fowl, ſeredin;.- © 
3440 "8 *: 3 CI” & 47 
Seneca, in the-- above-cited . pla ace, os 
They fetch that from the Pty part o 
the Ocean' which"their Stomachs, weaken'd 
with Delicacies, will hardly admit. And 
then a little after he adds; © O wretched 
n * Men, ſays he, whoſe Pallates are not ſtir- 
© red but with. precious Meats, eſpecially 
* when that which makes them be account- 
, © ed precious is not their ſingular Reliſh 
< of excellent Sayour, but only their Scar- 
city , and the Difficulty of procuring 
nem, 


Latinas Pacatus, In his Panegyrick ſays 
., much the ſame, :4;z. That this our World 
was too narrow for their Throats ; for, not 
valving their Cates by their T aſt, but by 
their Coſt, they were only content with 
that Proviſion which they had from the 
.. uttermoſt parts of ' the © Eaſt, ” or ,Colchur, 
ſeated beyond the Roman Empire. / 


© Many think it ( faith Plutarch, in his 
Book FRELONEY the Precepts of Heakh) 
5 aN 
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* an abſurd thing not to feed liberally on 
- *" things which are rare, and con hardly 
* be got, ſuch as the Paps of a Sow. when 
© ſhe is” newly farrow'd, 7:alian Muſhromes, 

+ Samian Cakes, / or Snow out of Egypr. 
-- *Among theſe Exceſſes, Yicelius's Platter 
deſerves ovr.notice, which, for the Cages 
of it, he calld Afnervds Buckler ; and: this 
he ctamm'd. with ES hn of Guiltheads, 

" the Brains of Phe | 
Tongues of Phznicopters, and the Melts of 
Lampreys, brought” frem the Spaniſh and 
Carpathian Seas. ' And the like, that of eA/op 
the Tragedian, whichhe furniſti'd out with 
the rareſt Singing-birds, or ſuch. as imita- 


s$ and Peacocks, the. 


. . ted. Man's Voice, which coſt him Six thou- 


- fand Seſterces, 'or Fifty '/pountds Sterling, 
a piece ; and the whole Diſh Six hundred 
'thouſarid Seſterces, or Five thouſand pounds 
Sterling; as is mention'd by Yalerins and 
Seneca. The latter ſays, concerning C ati- 

"gula, That Nature ſeem'd to have brought 
Jatr forth to ſhew' what Effects the greateſt 
Vices joyn'd with the greateſt Fortune cou'd 
roduce : And Syeronjus ſays of him, That 

n thriftleſs Expenices he exceeded the Wits 


. 
. 
: 


. of al} the Prodigals that ever were, invent- 


ing moſt monſtrous: kinds of Meats and 
_ Suppers.; the 'moſt Orient Pearls that were 
to be gotten, he. difſoly'd in Vinegar, and 
ſwnallow'd down, - and ſet before his Gueſts 
Bread of Viftuals and Gold. And Lampri- 
' dine fays Of Htliogabalus, That at one Sup- 
oh ner 


..per he caus'c to -be ferv'd in, the Heads wY 


= counts 


_ dying Fiſhes. _ Severus the Emperor had the 


| been. to facrifice to the Gods.  Liciniu 


man Navy, finding that the Fiſh call'd $4 


"parts, ſow'd them in. thoſe Seas, as [Men 


together imploy'd, his utmoſt Endeavours, 


ws $ $4 


Six - handred- Oftriches, only for the eating 


. of their Braias. 


The fame Authors give ſurprizing Ac- 
the wonderful 'niceneſs of the X- 
-ans, in. the ſtrangeneſs, weighr, and .new- 
nels of their. Fiſhes ; as alſo of the vaſtneſ 
of their Fiſhponds, and numbers of Fiſhes 
in them, They were - ſo nice (in | their 
Fiſhes, that they would: not. eat them | ex- 
cept they. ſaw them killd ; and for {that 
end they. were brought into/their Dining; 
rooms ſwimming in GlaK-bottles, that the 
Gueſts might, feed. their Eyes with the 
change of Colours . that appear'd in the. 


Fiſhes bro 


| t. to, his, Table by Men wear: 
ing Garlands and Chappelets 


a$ if they hall; 


Craſſus, counted a grave ſtaid Citizen, mour- 
ned in black for. a Lamprey- that died. in 
one of . his Fiſh-ponds, and was: thereupon 
afterwards call'd Licinius Murena, as rel 
ted by Cicevo. Otavius, Admiral of the + 


rus Was. not. to be had. in the: Jralian Seas, 
brought vaſt quantities-of 'em from other 


do Corn upen Lands, and for. five Years 


if any of *em happen'd'to be taken by the 
Fiſhermen, that: they ſhould be thrown back 
again into. the Sea. Domitzar the Empers Ty 
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- delighted © much--in' his Lampreys, that 


he' gave (each of 'em a Name, and they 


wv come to him one by one. upon his 


"a thouſand: kin 
- 'the Appetite. They made uſe 'of Bathings 
. and Anointings before their Feaſts,  Per- 
' fames and ſweet Odours -of divers kinds at” 


4s 


Call. Antonia, the Wife- of Dryſus,, hung 


jones in the Gilds of a Lamprey : which ſhe 
ll loy'd ; and AHorreyſins the Orator wept for 
.. the death of ane of | his Lampreys. 


Their-Luxury as to their Fowl Was no 
lefs 'remarkable .; thoſe they chiefly. de- 


- lighted 'in were Phcnicopters, + Peacocks 


Thruſhes, and Pigeons, which tho? they had 


mella's time fair Pigeons were fold at Four 
thouſand Seſterces a pair; and they had 
whole bands of Hunters, 'marching nnder 


., | ſeveral Colours, in the: Provinces, the end 
.. of whoſe Wars was, to make provifton for 


their Feaſts, ſaith Latinus Pacatuss And 
were ſo curions as to' their Bakers, 


' that they would. give Five- hundred pounds 


Sterling for a heed one. \ Then they had 
s off ſawces tor ſtirring up 


their Feaſts; they ſtrew'd their Rooms with 


. Saffron, chang'd their Apparel, nay, and 
- the very Roofs of their Rooms where they 
fare, at the bringing in of every new Diſh; 
. 'and,- laſt of all, u$d: ſuch damnable luſt- 
'» ful praftices after their Feaſts, as are not fit 
+ to be nam'd amongſt Chriſtians z as may ap» 


pear 


233 - } 


_'m' great abundance, \yet their Riot- and | 
. Luxury 'made -very-:dear, fo that in Coly- 


above-mention'd. 


The Quantities' which ſome of themide- | 


'vour'd at Meals is alſo worth our Notice. 
' Maximinas the Emperor, ſaith Cadrxs, de- 
vourd many times in one day ſixty pounds 
of Fleſh. Clodius Albinus, in a Morning 
__ would eat Five hundred dry'd Figs, 
One hundred Peaches of Campania, ten Me- 
[lons'of' Oftia., twenty pound © weight. of 
' Grapes of Lavica, One hundred Goatknay 
pers, and forty Oyſters. Phago, in whom 
Aurehian the Emperor'took ſo:much delight, 
would, fays Yopiſcus, at one Meal eat up;;a 
whole Boar, One hundred Loaves, a Wea- 
ther, and a young Pigeon. - And Atheness 


.us'd to ſet before every. Gueſt: a Boar in a 
-ſeveral Diſh, "#2 # 


T heir prodigious fuperfluity in their tem- 
porary Buildings, ':and' fuch as were only 
deſign'd for pleafure, was mo leſs abomj- 
nable, fetching Marble from the remoteft 


. parts of the Earth, hewing down the | tops 
- of Mountains, and tranſporting them by 


Sea, at the expence of many Mens Lives. 


Of this nature was the Theatre of Scas- 
rus, 'Which was capable of receiving/Eighty 
thouſand. perſons to ſit at their;caſe ; the 
Stage of it had three Stories, wherein were 
Three hundred and fixty Columns of Mar- 

ic; the nethermoſt part of the Stage - 
0 


pear to ay that' will; conſult the Authors 
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of Marble, the middle of Glaſs, and the 
- uppermoſt 'of gilded Boards ; the Columns 
' .benedth were thirty-eight foot high, and 
\ between them there ſtood three thouſand 
States and Images of Braſs. The Hangings 
_ of this 'T heatre were of Cloth of Gold 5 
and they had painted "Tables, the moſt ex- 
quiſite that could be found : And yet, fays 
Pliny,this Theatre was not fo continue above | 
a Month.. Ry Tf Dy | | || 


© Of the ſame nature was Caligula's Bridge, 
mention'd by Smeronixs, built from 'Paredl; | || 
to Bauly, over a Bay of the Sea, for no | 
other uſe but Oſtentation, and that he 
might imitate Xerxes; and upon this he 
marched with the Senate and Sonldiery, 
in a ttiumphant manner , feaſted | and 

WW paſſed the Night in Dalliance and Ga- 
ming, 


\ Then, as to their permanent Amphi- | 
theatres, Ammianus gives us ' this ' Actonnt i 
of that built by Tits, viz. the heighth . F 
thereof was ſuch, that the Eye of Man 1 
could hardly reach it. It was rear'd, . - Jt 
faith Caſſiodornus, with Rivers of Treaſure | 
paured out : It contain'd upon the very | 
Steps of it eaſie Seats for Eighty-ſeven fl 
\ thouſand Men ; and, in other places, 
room for Twenty thouſand more. 


And 


—— — 


was ſom<times all of Silver, as that of Ji 
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And as the maſs of Treaſure - was-inh- 
nite which they caſt away in the raiſing 
of theſe Buildings, -only to make People 
ſport, it was incredible what they //ſper 
in furniſhing, them, and ſetting forth their 
GameStherein. | f They ſpent in exhibiting 
* Sword-fights, faith LZaitantixs, Treaſure 
© enough to maintain great Cities. "And 
© the Magiſtrate, upon Theatrical Games, 
© ſays Ambroſe, in his 81ſt Sermon, laviſhes 
< out his whole Patrimony to purchaſe one 


© hours Applauſe. 


The whole | Furniture of thoſe Theattes 


{ 

>. tius Ceſar and Caius Antonius, and ſometimes 
of Gold. And: thus Nero, for the Oſten- I 
tation of his Greatneſs to Teredares King WC 
of Armenia, cover'd over not the Stage WF 
only, but the whole Theatre, with Gold. I S 
The Curtains which keptthem from the Y 
heat of the Sun was all of Purple, embroi- tl 
der'd with Stars of Gold, and the place I Ir 
below; calld Arena, becavſe ſtrow'd with Þ Þ! 
Sand, Nero cauſed to be ſtrow'd over with I dr 
Duſt of Gold, he himſelf being--to try a }} %: 
Match of Chariot-driving therein. hy g 
Their- incredible Expence arid Luxury in I de 


abuſing the Creature at thoſe Shows, meet ly 
out of a Principle of Pride and\Oftentarion, 
will yet further appear by the Inſtances fol- 


lowing; 
hg > They 


I 


Thiy.. were. at.a vaſt Expence. in the 


great 


Arms.and Diet before they enter'd : And 


_ when they exhibited Beaſts, the Relations 


.made/by Hiſtorians concerning their number 
are incredible. 


_ Thus Yopiſcus tells vs, That the Emperor 
Probus. commanded to be let. looſe at once 
a thouſand Oftriches, a thouſand STages, -A 
thonſand wild Boars, and a thouſand fallow 
Deer, beſides. wild Goats, wild Sheep, and 
other Beaſts, all which -he gave over to the 
Mercy, or rather to the R age, of the PReo- 
ple, every one to catch what he could, the 
'M- Circxs. at the ſame time being ſet all over 
TW with tall. and mighty Trees, which -the 
'Souldiers toagk up by. the Roots in the 


them. with - green Turf, and Bars, and 
lrons. The next day he let into the ſame 
place an hundred creſted Lions, an hun- 
dred Leopards. of Zybia, an hundred of 


$54, an hundred Lioneſſes, and three hun-. 


dred Bears ; which. filled the Air wirk 
ONS, as if ir had been with Thun- 
er. 2 ; 


j- | greater, who exhibited Ships in the Circus 
ſailing and fighting in-Wine. 
4 n And 


multitude of Fencers, whom they hir'd for 
ces, becauſe they wete to expoſe. 
their Lives, - beſides - the Charge of their 


Wood, brought them thither, and faſten'd 


Nay, the Madneſs of Heliogabales was yet 


a Gtheral Þitozy of -aUiboxing: 294. / 
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And; during thoſe Shows, it was uſual 
to refreſh' the Spettators with pleaſans-Per - 
fimes, ſweet Water, Oyntments, Saffron 
mixed with Wine, or ſomewhat of that 
kind, which they convey'd in cloſe Pipes 
through the whole Amphitheatre. And the 
Fight being ended, they commonly caſt/ a 
Largeſs among the' People, wrapping up 
the Names of thoſe things in lietle pellets, 
which they intended to give, and every 
ONe,, as he Tould catch them, bronght them 
ro, the [Maſter of the Games, who deli- 
ver'd them the things theniſelves ſpecified 
inthe Pellet ; and thoſe'Gifts conliſted not 
only in Meat, Drink, and Apparel, but'in 
Veſſels of Silver and Gold, Horſes, Cat- 
tel, Slaves, and the like. And Nero added 
curious Picures, precious Stones, yea, Ships, 
Horſes,, Farms, Iſlands ; ' A thing hardly 
to be. credited, ſays Lypſius, though 'deli- 
verd by. Szetonins, a moſt faithful Hiſto- 
rian. 


T heir Luxury did likewiſe extend it ſelf 
to: their Baths, which ſome of them Had (0 
accuſtom'd themſelves unto, that they could 
neither eat tor drink without bathing firſt, 


of | being ſweated in a Stove. Pliny fays, 


That the number of them at Rome, in his 
time, was infinite ; that 4grippa, during his: 


Xdileſhip, built for publick ufe One hun- 


dred and ſeventy ;/ And ſome'of them, ſays 


. Ammianus, were ſo large, that they were 


bullt 


. dria, their, Borders 
diverſe Colours, their-Arched Roofs cover- 


fins, in. his. Roman Antiquities, ſays, 


þ , 


- .. a General iſto of Clihozing: 
built in the manner of Provinces. Diocle- 
far's Baths alone; were ſo: capacious, that 


they contain'd, for the uſe of Waſhing, Six- 


teen-hundred ſeveral Seats; and-thoſe all of 
poliſh'd- Marble: | 


-Sencca, in his' 86th - Epiſtle, -hath moſt 
elegantly -expreſ$'d,. and bitterly . cenſur'd 
the Ornament. and. Beauty of thoſe bathing 
places, thoſe of - the . Common People ha- 
ving their: Walls. ſhiging;-with great and 
precious Gircles, and the Shavings of N- 
midian Marble; inlaid with. that of Alexarn- 
inted _ or -inlaid with 


ed over. with Glaſs, and the whole adorn'd 


- with Thaſian Stone; formerly a; rare Sight 
\ but-in Temples ; and the Water was con- 


yey'd into them by Silver Cocks. But how 


' much . beyond all, this, ſays he, , are the 


Faths of 'their Freed-men ? how many Sta- 
tues and ' Pillars. /have you there; for no 
other uſe, but only for Ornament and Ex- 
pence ? | 


Pliny goes farther, and tells us, That not 
only the ſides of the Ciſterns in which they 
dathed were of Silver, but. the Seats and 
Footing, for the Bottom, ſo as they. could 
hardly ſtand for fliding upon it., Nay, Ko- 

They 

vsd to anoint the very Walls of their Baths 
ith rich Oyntments, even ſuch as were but 
r the uſe of Servants. 


Uu Ano- 
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Another--yjiece-bf their Vahuty and Pride 
of 'Life 'was /theinfinire numbers of:charge- 
4ble 'Statoes that the People 'ef | Rowe erefted 
to themſelves, and thoſe for-the moſt part 
overlaid with Gold. This itching Humour + 
6f theirs to. Eternize 'themfelves, -as 'they 
thought'they would Uo by: this meins, 'did 
in'tine beget 'almvſt as many Inhabitants 
to'the' City #s Nature 'broyght forth ; fays 
Ciffiooris, They ' were ſo. numerous, that 
they fil 4 *every Corner ,. -peſter'd ther 
Streets, afd ſRreightten'd :their Ways: 'in- 
fomnch 'that an 'Edit waspubliſhd 'in the 
time 'of Clmdins, "forbiddimg any private 
Men to 'ereR *Stabnes to themſelves, but 
by 'Leave' firſt '0bfair?d from the (Senate. 
The baſeſt'df' rkoſe ' Statues/were- made of 
Matble, 'the reſt 6f Ivory, and! Silver- and 
Gold, and-thoſe 'alſo ſolid and'maſly. Do- 
mitian would ſuffer no Statues !to_bererefted 
for himſelf 'in the Capitol, but of maſty 
Gold, and 'Weighing no leſs than -an hun- 
dred pound. . And Commodus had one of 
a thouſand pound weight. 


They were' stſo'at great charge in guard- 
ing thoſe ' Statues, and to this purpoſe mais- 
taird ai Officer 'of great 'Honour, ' who had 
the Title of * Comes Romannus-; ' his province 
was 'to' 'walk 'throngh 'the Streets: of the 


. City in the -Night* time, ' with his Souldiers 


chiefly to take care'that'mo 'Wrong ſhould 
be ' offer'd to the Statues , -ſo prodipally 
: ' Care- 


 @GenetalHiſfary af (hazing. 
careful were the: Romans of their own Sha- 


dows, and at the ſame time prodigally cares 


leſs of the Lives of others. 


We- came next to take notice of their 
prodigality” and ' ſimptuouſaeſs in their pri- 
vate Buildings. The elegant Poet Clandiar 
ſpeaking of them in general, ſays, 


Qua. nil in terris comple&itur altins ether, &c. 


dus, in his Baok de Roma Triumphante, 
ys, That Cic#ro alone had: eighteen great 
Honſes .in the Country fit' to be Palaces 
for Kings : Their Houſes were ſo exceſlive 
large, that "a Man would wonder what 
uſe they cauld- be of 3 and therefore Ka- 
terius upbraids one .of them, who thought 


he was ſtraiten'd in his Dwelling, thus, whoſe 


Houſe 15 no larger than were all Cincinna- 
tus's Grands. Some of :Nezo's Slaves. had 
Kitchins which took up above two Acres 
of Ground ; and the Lands of thofe -who 
laid the Foundation of the. Empire were 
of leſs extent than the Cellars of ſome 
that came” after. Saluſt fays, Their Hou- 
ſes 'and Farms ' were built in the manner 


| of Cities. Nay, Seneca, de Benef. 7. 1o, 


fays, that private Mens Houſes exceeded 
the largeneſs of great Cities. - And Juve- 
nal, Sat. 14, ſays, ſome of them exceed- 


ed their chiefeſt Temples, and the Capi. 
ol ir ſelf, in heighth; and upon the tops 
| U'3 of 
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At Eiay towatys / 
of'thoſe high Houſes  tliey-;planted .. Gar-+ 
dens, Orchards, :and Groves. ' - | 


Their Riches and Ornament were ſuita- 
ble to their Greatneſs, * for: they brought 
the: moſt $kilful | ArchiteQs 'from' all the 
known. parts of the Wofld, - whoſe Wir 
and - Boldneſs ' was :ſuch, ' that i they. attem+ 
pted to effeft what Nature ſeem'd to deny. 
Lucullus  caugd Mountains to be + cut-, - to 
let the Sea into a Pleaſure-houſe of his 
near Naples, for the conveniency: of keep- 
ing 'his Fiſh, and ' for - that - ſame purpoſe 
built Rooms 1n the Sea. 


Amongſt other Ornaments for their Hou- 
ſes, they delighted chiefly-in Pillars or Co- 
lumns of- great. heighth, -and ſometimes two 
hundred in number -in"one Gallery or En- 
try. . They guilded the. very Beams, Roofs, 
and Walls of their . Chambers with Pictures 
and precions Stones intermingled ; ' and 
they ſo fram'd the movable Roofs of their 
Dining-rooms, that they could: change them 
vpon the bringing in of every new Courſe 
to the Table: And ſometimes they repre- 
ſented Groves, with Birds ſinging in them. 
And anſwerable to theſe Roofs were theit 


[Pavements ; whereupon Martial reprehends 


them for treading upon Onyx-ſtones, 


We 


# 
. 
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\ We'fhalt conclude this point with a ſhort 
Account of "the'Houſes of Domitian, Nero, 
and Heliogabalns. , 


''As to Domitian's, Plutarch ſays thus of it ; | 


If any Man wonder at-the 'Magnificence 
of the Capitol, were he in” Domitian's 
Palace, and” ſaw but one Gallery, Hall, 
Path, or/Parlour for his Concubines, he 


would / preſently cry out with Epichar- 


74s, That all the Glory of the Capitol is 


'but a Trifle, in compariſon of Domitian's 


own Houſe, 


As to Vero's, Skgtoyins deſcribes it thus : 
In the Porch there was a Colofſis, ſhap'd 
like himſelf, One hundred and twenty 
foot high; the Hovſe had three Galleries 
in it, each of them a Mile long ; a ſtand- 
ing - Pool, | like a Sea, - ſurrounded with 
Buildings in manner of a City ; Fields, 
in which were Arable Grounds, Paſtures, 
Vineyards, and Woods, with a multitude 
of tame and wild Beaſts of all kinds. In 
the other parts thereof all was cover'd 
with Gold, and ſhining' with precious 
Stones, or Mother of Pearl. The Dining- 
rooms were Roofed. with Ivory Planks, 
that 'were movable for the caſting down 
of Flowers, and had Pipes in them . for 
the ſprinkling of Oyntments. . The Roof 
of the principal Dining-room was round, 


and wheeld about Day and Night, ac- 
| W2 © cording 
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© cording to the Motion of the Heavens. 
© And: -when.; he had -'thus  fniflfd this 
+ Houſe,. he ſaid, He began ro dwell like i 


Man. 


- Then as: to- Heliogabalus, . the. fame _ Au- 
thor- gives an Account, © That he built of 
© Cedar many Barges, whoſe 'Sterns were 
© ſet with Pearls and precious Stones ; 
© they carried 'Sails of diyerſe colours, end 
© had in them Baths, Galleries; and -Par- 
< lours of great largeneſs, with variety of 
© Vines, and Trees bearing Fruit ; - and 
* lying along in thoſe, in” the -midſt of his 


© Muſick, he was. carried up and down 


© the Coaſt of Campania. In: the building 
© of his Country-houſes he ſet aſide all 
© Reaſon, and defir'd nothing ſo much; as 
©.that which was told him- could not be 
* done; ſo that he would order huge Piles 
© to_be laid in the Sea, to ſtop the: courſe 
© of it, cut through Rocks. of the hardeſt 
* Flint, raiſe the . Plains as high as the 


. %© Mountains, and level the Mountains with 


© the Plains, 


The next thing we take natice of is 
their Exceſs in Houſhold-ſtuff, Their Bed- 
ſteads'by degrees: cz3me to be of Silver, 
then guilded, and at laſt of maſly' Gold, 
Nay, Heljogabalus had his Clofeſtools' and 
Chamberp>ts. of the fame ; and Ttwas'orG- 
nary for them to have their -Beds - per- 


_ fom'd with rich - and- precious Odonrs.- 
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Their LOFOTY, in Apparel, Dicinng, Ge. 
was equal to their Luxury al} other 
things. Concerning their Tc in 
general, Seneca ſays, * What. is yet left of 

© Good: manners or Faſhicns we extinguiſh 
by trimming and decking our Badies; 
© We have exceeded the Niceneſs of the 
© Women, and ' wear light and whorihh 
6 Colours, not becoming Matrons ; We 
, faſhion our Gate to a wanton and min- 
* cing pace, and do not walk, but creep : 
 ©lt 1s now held the accompliſh'd Gallan- 
© try of our Youth to frizzle. their Hair 
: © like Women, to ſpeak with an affeted 
u 4 © ſmall- 


[i | 'o 
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he ha 


he held it a capital 'matter, . that a Fold 


upon his Shoulder was. diſplac'd : And ſo 
exceſſive they were in the multirude of 
their Apparel, that when any of them 
went to the publick Paths, they had as 
much Apparel carried after them as might 


. well ſuffice a dozen of Men. - Lucullus, 


ſays Horace, Ep. 6, had Fiye thouſand ſhort 


\ Cloaks; and at their publick Feaſts they 


chang'd Suits at the coming in of every 
NANO Sg Courſe, 


Courſe, meerly for Oſtentation z..” as we 
have ſew already. 


It. was alſo uſual - with them to haye 
Rings on every Finger, and ſometimes one 
for every Joynt. . Nay, *tis - recorded of 
Charinus, that he wore fix upon every Fin- 

er; and, they arriv'd . to that heighth. of 
Sr in this point; that they had Summer- 
rings and Winter-rings, 


Then as. to their. Women : If \the Men 
were ſo nice, we. may well ſuppoſe that 
their Women exceeded, concerning whom 
Seneca, de Benef, \g, 9, fays, - * I ſee their 
Silken Apparel, if it may be,- call'd Ap- 
parel, wherewith they. can. neither- cover 
their Bodies nor their Shame, which when 
a Woman wears, ſhe cannot ſafely ſwear 
hat ſhe is not naked. Yet theſe things are 
Drought from Nations with whom we have 
no... Traffick, that our Women may expoſe 
no leſs . to' the publick view when. they 
come abroad, than they do tq their Para- 
mours in Bed, we 


Lolia Paulina, a Wite, and afterwards 


Widow to Caligula the Emperor, , when ſhe 
went to any ordinary Feaſt, us'd. to have 
fo many Jewels about her, that ſhe-ſhone 
again as ſhe went, and offer'd to prove, 
that thoſe Ornaments., alone ſtood her in 
Four hundred thouſand Seſterces. 
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/had "been "more tolerable , 


11+, An Eſlay towards. 


*$E-- -Teroine, in Via Pailt Eremite, and Fay- 
tullian, de habitu Muliebrs, com wal of the 
pon his Nec or their Times, ſaying, That 
| Necklice bang the price ME 'di- 
: and, that”? upon one Twine 


Polos ' were  hreage up Ten hundred thoy. 


fand'Sefterces, Nay, one Feart bought: by 
Plies Caſur for his Paramour Servitia, the 
Mother” of Brarns, coſt him Soy lane red 
thouſand Seſterces, or near Forty-five thou- 
ſand pounds Sterling. - * Nay, Girh Seneca, 
* the” Women had not 'fiKciently brong ht 
* the: Men into ſubjefion, if they did = 
* hang” two or three Patrimonies at 'each 
© Ear. | Propertix) accyſes the Roman Ma- 
rrons of Jetting it ahout with - the Eftates 
of their Heirs upon” them : Yet all this 
had they not 
worn them upon their Feet, -of which Pliny 
can hardly fpeak with Patience. © Lib. 33. 3, 
* Let our Women, faith he, wear ©*their 
© Pearl. and precious. Stones upon. every 
Finger, about their Necks, in their Ears, 
. upon their Chappelers' and Treſles, " but 
muſt they alſo wear them npon "their 
Feet? And Bogk g. 35, he fays, Nay, 
they garniſh their Feet with them. and 
not only the higher, but. the lower part 
of: their Slippers, ſo that it is not held 
ſufficient to wear Pearl, unleſs we tread 
and walk -upon it. 
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p Lanpridins. tells;. us o, ; Helioggbalys, that 
Ee be; wore Fe curiaull £ ven. on. his 


* Feet, as if the rn oh $ Work- 
[- men could be diſce there.” © © 1 1 
e 

j- Their: Wore, did tot bluſh. to. own, 


y that inted their gg Ban. and Far 
© ces, MF p8 dyd fs, Hair, and -had ſuch in- 
d faite, numbers of little Boxes. full of T: 

- | for hiding their Deformities, that Ovid, as 
f, great an Admirer of the fair Sex as hew 
t lays, Now  ſermel bic ftomacho falta 
t med ">, 1. E. They had oftentimes d bis St0- 
h mach. 


; 4* 


S "Their Looki glaſſes were ig; hei hth 
s and breadth anſwerable to their 
t engraven in their Borders with Gold as; 


Silver, and emboſs'd with precious Stone ; 
© Soine of, thoſe, ſays Seneca, _ Nat. Queſt, 
* bib. 1, 17, colt oye on. AE none 
ve in Dowry with t ir Daug 
& ons than that which by publick allow. 
© ance - was piven the Daughters of the 
6 poorer. Emperors. And a litfie further 
he ſays, * Now a days, fays he, that Dow- 
*ry hich the Peop le © Rome Have with 
* Scipio's Daughter, * vil not ſuffice to buy 
+ & Glaſs for a Manumited Slave's Daugh- 
* ter, and that was Eleven thouſand Aﬀes, 
* which was upwards of Forty pound Ster- 
* ling; ſo that by this we may Loom what 
* Luxury reign'd among Perſons _ 


agen a df . ie. 3 oo. es. T7 2% 
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"Then" 2$/ to the number” of their Ser- 
vants, fa oe were ſo numerous, that Athe- 
4 dai [- of. them had” above Twenty 


© Marcellinns deſcribes their Order of rang- 
ing ing rhe Yants when, they went abro 
as If it had: an Army, infomuch that 
they were under a neceſſity-of having Com- 
ptrollers, or Nomenclators; to tell them 
the Names -of their -Servants. - And, t 
their Women did alſo exceed in this ki d. 
may be *gather'd from” St. Ferome's Epiſtle 
to Furia, wherein he forbids her to go a- 
broad with an Army of Eunuchs marching 
before her, after the! manner of licentious 
Widows. | 


Thus we have finiſh'd our Colle&ions 
from the' Roman Hiſtory, 'which are ſufficient 
to demonſtrate, that that great Empire was 

ryjn'd by Lyxury and Uncleanneſs, and will 
A. oh to convince any judicious Reader what 
Monfters particular Men, and whole Nati- 
ons, become when judicially given up of God 
to. work all manner of Uncleannefs with 
Greedineſs. 


We come in the next place to ſearch in- 
to Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory, to ſee what' we can 
find for our pur ſe 0 there., In the 2d Book 
of Enſchizs we find, that Simoy Magus, that 
great Enemy to the Chriſtian Religion, is 

aC= 
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. accus'd of keeping company 'with 'one Hele- 
#4, 'who'ha © 


1 formerly been a:common- Pro- 
ſitute in the Stews bf Tyre, a City of. Phanj- 
tia, whom his'Followers calFd: the prime No- 
+on'or firſt Copception from him, and us'd to 
proſtrate themſelves :before-the Images and 
PiQures of this $50» and his'Strumpert He- 
lena, And ſuitable to this was; their - Pra- 
Qiſe, viz. fo impure, that *twas impoflible 


for:Men of Modeſtyto utter them, by reaſon 


of their exceſſive Obſcenity, there being no- 
thing td be invented ſo impure, which their 


lewd Se& did not far ſurpaſs, deluding fil- 
1ly Women laden with all manner of Iniquity ; 
-2 pregnant and ſtrong Inſtance that Impuri- 
ty of Life and Principle leads Men naturally 
-to a hatred of true Religion: - 


The next Inſtance is in Book 3, Cap. 28, of 


the Heretick Cerinthws, of whom he ſays, 


That being a Lover of his Body, . and alto- 
gether carnally- minded, he earneſtly luſted 

-after thoſe things wherein he dreamt the 
-Kingdom of Chriſt conſiſted, viz. in the ſa- 
tiety of the Belly, and of thoſe. parts beneath 
the Belly, that is, Meats, Drinks, and Mar- 
riages. And MNicephorus, lib. 3, cap. 14, fays, 
That under the name of Sacrifices Cerinthas 
-hid his Luſts, that he might make a ſhew: of 
Honeſty and Decency. 


Cap. 29, he gives us an account of the 1\;- 
colaitans, who took their denomination from 


: Nicholas , one of the Deacons concerning 
whom 


$02 


whom they: fay, 'That having a. beautiful 
Pe Baer repre apo 
he? brought/ is forth, and 

Sine her to marrywhom ſhehada mind 
£o,; and that his Followers pretending. to 
imitate him, gave themſelves:/up to all man- 
ner of; Fortication, but that thoſe Hereticks 


were on's ſudden wholly 'extinEt. - 


3 Baok'Ty; Cap. 7, he gives us an accatant of 
the Gnoft;oks, who boaſted of their amoraus 
Potjoas, and” of 'certain Spirits and Faiti- 


| ars, imaintain'd, that they. who would-ar- 
*rive [to Perfe&tion in their Myſteries, *muſt 


a& all things that were” moſt:-filthy and pn- 
clean, being no:other ways: able to avoid the 
Rulers of the World,/asithey: call them,- un- 
leſs they diſtributed to all of them their Dues 
by moft filthy and deteſtable-Atts of ©bſce- 
nity, which brought a Scandal on theChri/tsans 
of thoſe Times, as if they had indulg'd tnem- 
ſelves 10 promiſcuous Uncleanneſs with their 
Mothers and Siſters ; but the'T ruth and-Pu- 
rity:of their Do&rin and Prattice did'quick- 
ly-vindicate-it ſelf from:thoſe-Calummies. 


Baak'6.,'Cap. $, he gives ns an' acconnt of 
wes emaſculating himſelf upon/his under- 
ſtanding; thoſe words of our Saviour in a 1i- 
teral ſenſe, viz. Some there are who have: made 


_ themſelves Eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heavens 


-Jake. }This'ſhews how much Fornication-and 
'Uncleannefs was conder”d-by the Chriſtians 
An his time, -and/how careful be was to avoid 

\ « El- 


a | WW. re We TY rw 


a General Þtſtory of Whozing. 
giving any y. occaſion .of Slander to,the Ene- 


. mjes of the Chriſtian Religion, tho' this At 


init ſelf was no way juſtifiable. 


| Book 1, \C4p..30, he £ves us an Accou 

that - Patilus Samoſatenus, who ſpoke 2 

the Godhead of. Jeſus Chriſt, and :became...a 
Founder of that Hereſie, was a-ſenſual Man, 
countenanc'd thoſe call'd Subintraduc'd Wo- 
men; who were neither Wives nor Concu- 
biges, but a-third fort, whom they kept, .as 
they. pretended, -not. to gratifie:.their Luſts, 
but out of a. pious deſign : And-they take 
particular notice, that this Paul glutted him- 


Felf with all -Senſual Delights, as Feaſting, 


Drinking, and the-like, which -are the:com- 
mon incentives of Luſt, and that he'carried 
two beautiful Women conſtantly with 
him, - And:thus he is accus'd'by-an Aſſembly 
of Biſhops, in their Letter to the Biſhop of 


. Rome and Alexandria, which confirms the 


Obſervation we have. had ſometimes -o0cca- 
ſionto make, that aLove to Senſual Pleaſures 
ſeems-to be a great Motive-to the-De:/fs and 
Soctrians of our Times to-embrace:tho e dam- 
nable Hereſies. | 


"_ 


303 


In his $th-Book-we have an Account, That 


a Gentlewoman at Antioch and-two beautiful 
Virgins her Davghters, threw-themſelves;in- 
to a-River, where they. were..drown'd, ra- 
ther than they would ſubmit to -the- Broxiſh 
'Luſts of their Heathen Perſecuters. : And in 


Cap. 14, of that ſame Book, we have a Rela- | 


tion, 


0” - 
_ - 
- 
. 
. : 


$64 _ 


of the Chriſftians,omirtted no manner of ARi- 


"An Eſlay towards | 
.. how Mixentiks, and ether Perſetuters 


on that was -impure and libidinous ; * they 
committed Adulteries and Rapes of all forts; 
he patted Husbands, by Divorce, from their 
lawful Wives, and when he had defil'd them 


' he moſt Giſhonourably ſent them back again 


to theit” Husbands. And thus he 'treated 
Perſons of all Qualities. He paſſed through 
no City in his Journey without 'raviſhing 
Women and Virgins ; and theſe hisvile Pra- 
Riſes ſucceeded according to his apes nn 
All Perfons, the Chritiaxs only excepted,who 
having contemn'd Death, deſpis'd his outra-. 
gious Tyranny. - And thus one of the moſt 
noted Women of Alexandria, being a beauti- 
ful Perſon, and ſollicited to commir Adnlte- 
ry with him; choſe rather to expoſe her Life 


' to Danger, and ſo was ſent into Exile : And 


a Roman Lady, whoſe Husband was Prefe& 
of Kome, being ſent for by Maxentins, 'in or- 
der to be defild by hint, and finding that her 
Husband had, for fear, permitted the Sonl- 
diers to carry her away, the kilFd her ſelf, 
father than ſhe would be defil'd by the luſt- 
ful Tyrant. So that to the ſhame of many 
who call themſelves Chriſtians now-adays, 
their abominable Lecheries were formerly 
the CharaQter of their Perſecuters : and no- 


thing could be more odions to the Primitive 


Chriftians than' ſuch: vile Praiſes, as many 
'who bear chat Name do now. indulge-them- 


yes in. But to return 'to this Monſter of 
'Ty< 


a Srneral ito of 


Tyranny Mikwoinias the Divine 1 Venge 
urſa'd him ; for, his A ing. 
Conſt antine, he himſ " and "gre 
of them, were drowt'd in _the' sber,, 'afte 
which his Corps were dragg'&out, and his 


Head being cut. off, ic. wa ted about on 
a a a3 /a joyful S le to the Peo- 
Pie, | 


' Enſebins alſo FE notice, that the Hea- 


thens were at that time puniſh'd. with inte- 


ſtine Wars, Famine, and Peſtilence, on the 


account of their Perſecution and thoſe im- . 


pure Pratifcs ;, ad, that GAlerius Maximia- 
who to his Pe ion cf, the Chriſtians 
had alſo added lmparicy of Life, 'died of a 


moſt dreatiful Diſtemper in his Genitals, and. 


a Fiſtida in Ano, to the. Horroux and Amaze- 
ment of all that were Shout bim, the ſtink of 
bis Body being'\ ſo intolerable, that it kid 
divers of his Phylicians, 

In his roth Book, he gives us an A 
of the wicked ror Licinins, who to his 
hatred of the Chriſtian Religion and. Learn- 
ing of all ſ6rts, join'd abominable Unclean- 
neſs, forcing Wires from their Husbands, 
and | giving thers to be defi'd by his Slaves. 
Nay, hisown Luſtful Rage was ſo great; that 
his decrepit Years could not aſſwage the 
ſame; but even then he abus'd married Wo- 
men and Yirgins, towards. the fulfilling of 


his. inſartable Lyft ; at laſt Judgment purſu'd 
| X him 


- 
yo —— — — a——— IO ———I—> OO —_— O_o 


. An.Ectay towards | 
em brercome by Conft entine the 
Gr, and continuing” unreclaimable, not- 
y u&d towards him 
by [thar* gtacious/Chriftian Emperor, he or> 
Jerd him to be ſtrang1'd-: And thus was his 
Exit/ſuitable'ts his inglorious Life. 


'Soctates 1$, gives usan LEAR 
That a4 5p 184i 22 ans "had Vietwalling- 


houſes under Ground, wherein they proſti- 
ET a Dy which Devices they tre- 
pann'd many ome going in thither 
toſupply es wich 'Food, ot "ay 
ſatishe rheir- libidinous and. filthy Defi 

for by a certain Engine purpoſely Har ag | 
that end, they-wefe conveys from. the Vi- 


Qualling-houſe down into the. Bakehouſe, 


where they were forc'd to work, and conti- 
nued there'tH] they- were grown old; and 
being never ſuffer*d ro go-ont, / their Relati- 
ons to9k it for granted That they were dead. 
This Trick was chiefly pur upon'Strangers, 
and was diſcover'd by one, of- the Emperor 
Thecodoſins's Souldiers, who being trappan'd | 
in this/manner, 'kill'd ſome of thoſe with his | 
Dagger that would have detain'd him ; 'and 
eſcaping - by this means, acquainted the Em- 
peror with it, who order'd thoſe: Houſes: to 
be-pull'd down, and the' Maſters of. them to 
be Ppuniſh;d. Another avominable Cuſtom 
they: had” which was aboliſh'd alſo'by this 
Empercr, ot which he gives the following 
Account: If a Woman were taken in Adul- 
tery; they ſhut her vp in a narrow m—_ 

ouſe 


Rians, whereas ſo many of, thoſe who call ' 


a General Pittay ag; 


houſe, and forc'd her to Lk the Whore in 
a moſt impudent ma 
nn g27 of that'unc t, rhey cans'd 
ro. be rung, to. Is end that whs 
was done. within mi 7 be ka | Uinol 


to by $0 4 de a com 
Women taken in Hd ould. 
wiſe puniſh'd, - It's ive t bat Peſo 
Notes apon this Paſſage, thinks = this wn 
ſftom was FEToEann' long before, Ad 

being Fae by the Romans as 4; porn gr 
Chimes after Conſtantine's Reign, and 

that they were common Pro itutes, Ro 
rung Bells to invite Paſſengers in to. them., 
and quotes Dio Caſſius, ſpeaking of the Empe- 
ror Heliogabalus, fhius : Having made a Cell 
within the Palace, -he ated bis Lechery therein, 
ſtanding naked before the Door thereof, as Whoxes 
uſually A ſoaking his Shirt, which was hung. up 
with'Golden er and with a faft; delicate, bro 
ken Voice inviting his Companions to him... $0 
that, be how it will, it's. plain that, thoſe 
abominable things were practigd by the rows 
thens, ,and the. louſes or Vaults (when Fargtin 
word. Fornication is deriy' d) where they acted 
thoſe Impurities were deltroy'd by the Chri- 


5a bis 


themſelves by that venerable Name, in our 
Days, frequent ſuch loarhſom and execrable 
ouſes: 


x z "In 


hs + e 19th Chapter of that ſame 


| thzrefore Exdemon.s Ptebyter of thar-Chi * 


relates 'how the Office of the Penitentiary 
Prexbyrer was abrogated at Conſt antinople,. - 
cauſe- a certain Gentlewoman,  who..had by 
him been injoyn'd to Prayer and Faſting in 
the”Church, pon the account of her Faults, 
was debauch'd there by the Deacon of the 
Faid Church, for which he was ejeQed, and 
the People \were in hazard of making a Tu+ 
mult, becanſe that Fa& had brought an Infa- 
my and Diſgrace ppon the Church ; oF 


advis'd Ncttarius the Biſhop to aboliſh the. 
Penitentiary Precbyters, and to leave every 


- Perſon to his own Conſcience for the' parti- 


cipation of the Holy Myſteries, 


Evagrins Scholaſticus, In his 3d Book, Cap.1, 
gives us an Account, That the Emperor Zero 
way a lewd debauch'd Man ; that 'he; gave 
himſelf wholly up tothe Attempts and Alure- 
ments of Luſt; that be reſtrain'd himſelf from 
no manner of filthy and flagitions Fatts, but 
wallow'd in the commiſſion thereof, in ſuch 
a manner, that he thought it vite. an4 wean 


'to commit thoſe chings in Darkneſs and Oh- 


ſcvrity, and that to perpetrate them openly 
and-in the ſight of all he accounted Royal and 
becoming an Emperor. , 


Theſe Courſes did quickly render Z:no 
odious in the fight of all Men ; wheregpon 
Baſilſc44 improving the general Hatred 

x againtt 


a Gmneral Hiſtozy of Thoztng. 
againſt Zeno, yſurp'd the Imperial, Diadem, 
and dethron'd hin : It's true, that Zeno af- 
terwards reobtain'd his Crown, and coun- 
terfeited the good Chriſtiap ; but. perſilti 
however in his Impurities. and Drunkenneſs, 
which threw him into an Epilepſie or Falling- 
ſickneſs, he was miſerably buried by the Em- 
prove Order, (ſays Baronins) in one of thoſe 

its ; and when he recover'd in his Grave, 

cried to the'Souldiers to take him out, 

they.agſwer'd,. That there was another choſen 
in his room , whereupon: he intreated to be 
taken out, and ſuffer'd at leaſt to end. his days 
in a {Monaſtery ; but this was alſo denied 
him, and. in this miſerable condition he end- 
ed his wretched Life, while the Souldiers in 
the mean_ time did barbarouſly ſcoff at him. 
This Method did his Empreſs Ariadne take 
to be reveng'd on him for having defil'd her 
Bed, which tþo? it cannot be juſtyfied. in her, 
et 'muſt, certainly be juſtified,' as coming 
6 the Hand of God. | 


 Evaprins, Book-3, Cap.-39, gives 8s an ac- 
count of a wicked Tax, that had continued a 
long time among the Romans, call'd Chryſar- 
gyrum, Which was impos'd upon thoſe Wo- 
men / who proſtituted themſelves, and alſo 
np2n Catamites, inſomvch that this Tax, in- 
ſtead of a Law, made loud Proclamation, . 
That thoſe who had a mind, might ſecurely, and 
with Impunity, commit ſuch ahominable Lechery ,, 
which the ood Emperor Anaſt aſius thought 
ſadiſgraceful to a Chriſtian Empire, that. he 
| -) WW 4% | not 


% 


$o be found ſvitable to our” py 


/ 


Tu" An Eſſay towards - 
not only abolififd the faid Tax, kqp5ode = 
the Records concerning og it _— 
which contain'dthe Methods Mee a 
that none of his Sticceſfors might renew he 
mY of this Exattion. 


'h 


- Having thus' taken a ſhort v view of oe herd 
n 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories of F Okt us, > fron 
and Evaprius, we ſhall a conclede” this pa' 
with ſome account of the Pennance w h 
the Ancients injoin'd vpon Chriſtians for Un- 
cleanneſs, ' viz. The time- of: Pe e for 
Fornication was Seven Years, and for Adultery 
Fifteen. The Penitents preſented themſelves 
before the Deer = Hd! burch, m/poor, for- 
did, and rap being enter'd in- 
to the Churc fe te Aſhes vpon their 
Heads and Hatr-Cloth upon. their Bodies 
and then went out of the Church, the” Door 
being uſually ſhut after them, It was cuſto- 
mary for-them to remain ſhnt up weeping 
ahd groaning, unlefs on Feſtival jp hg when 
they prefented themſelves  m the Chu ch 
Porch ; fome time after they were admitted 
to hear the Le&tures, with command' to go 
out before Prayers. At the end of a certain 
time- they were allow%d. to pray with the 
Congregation, but lying all-a upon the 
Earth; and at length, were fuffer'd to pray 


ſtanding, until” the Offertory, when they 


went out : The ſpace of time' was often a- 
bridg'd by the Clergy, according as they 
« per- 


crediv'd the” Penicats GUT, ia 


gence. | 
Thus we "* whit an ins Sin. M0 
neſs was reckon'd amongſt the Primit gh 
' ſtians. - Clenhers Alexandrinus. thought, 
there was no Mercy nor Repentancefort 
that were guilty of Uncleanneſs above once 
- or twice. Nay, ſome Authors ſay, That. in 
the firſt times "perpetual Pennance was in- 
join'd'for Adultery, and they. were fearcely 
admitted" into Communion: at. che _Hovr.. of 
Death, till Pope Zephyrinus, abour the Year 
216, appo wg ed a ſhorter time, wherein he 
WAS oppoſ y the African Chprehes, The 
a Conncil, Anno {> appt ppoeinted ſeven 
Years Pennance for the £ Faul of and upon 
a Relapſe foxbad. the receiving of them.into 
Communnion-at the hour of Death. In, the 
Synod of Ilibers, Car. 1, they Jojogn the 
ſame puniſhment upon Bawds, and ach as 
proſtitute the Bodies of their Children. /t 
« well known, ſays Biſhop Taylor, that the Ci- 
vil Laws in the Primizgve Church puniſh d Adul- 
tery with Death, the Hushand "bling the. Wije 
in the Aft, with the Allowance of the Law, .,. - 


If the Chriſtians in Clemens Alexanarinus's 
time, had been, guilty of thoſe: Im purities 
which many of thoſe that bear thet. Name 
now are, with'/what Fage could he have yp- 
braided the Heathens of his time, 2s he does 
in his admonition' to the Greeks, ' p. 39, 49: 
Viz Fo as they had order'd the matter, by tie 
NR 4 | Mar- 


moſt filthy a 
. ſhame even Vice it ſelf. . 2 bee. fays he, are 


tht Ded-wgerkg 
Merge, GE they bl wes 1 les Fo 


a Comical Scene, and fjeſted Religion into Scorn 


. and Lax a6. wp ? there being nothing more 
vſval with them, than to hang their Rooms 


, with the Piftures 'of their Gods, drawn in the 


moſt obſcene ' Frcs 0g, Engagd in he 


diſhoneſt a&ti 


rhe Original. Patterns of your ſoft Efferin 
this is your Þrutiſh and prophane Divinity ; 
are the Dottrines of your Gods, Copartners Mit 
you in your Uncleannf and Adultery. 


Ws. 


The like we may obſerve from ne paſo. 
ſage of Tertullian, ad Nationes, lib. A 4, 
where he ſays, That he knew of ſome gſ-. 
bands, 'when Heatkens, who. were ſo very 


| jealous of their Wives (and poſlibly not with- 


out reaſon) that a Mouſe conld not ſtir in 
the Roorh, but it muſt be a Gallant creeping . 
to their Bed : 'Yet,, Iy their turning Chri- 
ftiaxs, they became ſo eminently reſerved, 
chaſte, and modeſt; that there was not the. 
leaſt Foundation of Suſpicion ; their Tealou- 
ſie was converted into Hatred, and they ' 
vow'd they had rather their Wives ſhould 


be Strumpets than Chriſtians. 


Of the ſame nature is the Paflage of Lk 
Fen T0 Celſus, lib. 1, p. 21. where he ſays, 


meaning the Heathens): muſt meds confeſs = 


Exceliency and Divinity of Chriſt's Doflrin, who 
fo but look 1 into the Lives ' thoſe who adbere ynto 
it, 


Pleaſures of 4 Lawfil Bed. ;Bb.y, p36 
That the Chriſtians bad no need, as lone of F< 
beſt ameng the Gentiles had, to aſe" Arts aval 
Medicines, or 10 have Guardians over them, eo 
e/erve their co Word of = | 
ufficient to expel irregular Appetites. Nay, and 
= which Þmoro obſervable, Pliny, the a 
Heathen himſelf, and a , wrote to 
the Emperor Trajen, That rhe Chriftians de- 
| ara Myrther, Adultery, and ſuch other Ungod- 
go yt HI TIO?! nA? 


Tertullian, in his Apology, cap. 9, p. 10 
._ faysof the Hearhens, Whereas onto vn, 
' or abroad, Luſt is your Companion; whereas Cha- 
tity, diligently and, faithfully preſers?d, keeps ns 
from ar oo =" wy bo _ far: oro In- 
ce ich ye often le ur Lieſt s, as 
ach from Whoredom, or ay, E ave in 4 may- 
ried tate. - And in the cloſe of. his Apology, 
cap. ult. p. 49, he ſays, While you Oe con- 
a Woman that is a Chriſtian, tothe Stews, 
rather than to the Lions, you med that the 


violation of Chaſtity 1s accounted by us an heavier 
Penalty than any Puniſhment or kind of Death 
which you can influet upon us. and 
fn aye nd 


| 41 Clay towards 
wr ihe to haye 
alfo their Pra- 


bono y br rh Pr 


*"Rity" of the Governor. —_ mnayeioo who 


©'S ; choke rater jw ill hr ſelf than tobe 0c 


by the Emperor Mexentius, 25 rmen- 
En 
In au} 
mit, Tom, x, ade In the” Decier Perſecy- 
tion, a young | mm the Flower 
of his age, was carried to Garde that; 
had all things cconfpir fs eng wi pon « 
Fox pleaſi Fnanatyr 
Dal Dome, an and _ cnt Kilkea 


A eo 
pops: nr hen was qua > zodim, b> 
and treating him with all the Arts of V Was 
tonneſs, not COONEY with Modeſty tonaine, 
the young Man findj ding the Temptation rea- 
dy to prevail, preſently dit off; his Tongue, 
_ and ſpit in her Face as ſhe atrempted to kiſs 
him. - - Many; other Inſtances of this nature 
might be added, but theſe- are enough to 
> how much: the- Primitive and Ancient 
Chriſtians abhorr'd Unclcanneſs, z In Prattice 
gs well as Principle. 


' Thenas to the Opinioh-which the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians had Marriage, and thetr Rea- 
jons for entgriag; into It ; let ns hear what 

- Athenagoras fays In his Hpology, p- 37. Either, 
fays he, we marry not at all, bit ep our Jelves 
always continent, or if we ao marry, "tis for "ve 

other 


4. Origen again 


 and-every evil Concupi 


' up of 'E 
Wite, fas ret 

Laws pr us, be reckons be does it only 

rhe alk o Children ; withia this bis Deſores 

are bound and limited; as ” rhe-Hlkubnhnan con- 


cerns himſelf no futrher in rilling his Ground and. 


bis Corn, thar to bring forth che Cr 
"AnF hence it was that they fel fom 


anttx6Þ oftener than Vine; as Minutins Fehj; x 


ys, 7: 26. 


Col, % F: 264, fays, 


t in all our Abſtinences do it only to keep under 


the Botly, and to brin it into ſubjeftion, endea- 
vouring fro mortifie og 


ring as of th Foe, £0'ex- 
e and extinguiſh our Members r Fes 
oharry-tvg Chats , Re, = 
cence ' and' Deſire. The 
Hatred which that | Great Man had- againſt 
Uncleannefs 'is fufficiently manifeſt ' by his 
diſmembring himſelf, as formerly mentior'd, 
and chuſing rather to have Incenſe forc'd in- 
to his Hand, and ſo offer'd up to Idols at 
Athens, than to have his Body a rd by an 
- > which the Hearhen Eqened him 
wit 


- How careful the Primitive Chriſtians were 


to avoid alfoccafions of Uncleanneſs, appears 


from Cyprian, de Diſvi.  & Habir. Vivo. p167. 
where he juſtly chides ſome Virgins tor Rein 
"+— reg at Weddings, where they laugh” 
reely, could not but hear looſe Diſcourſes, 
{ee uncomely Behaviour, feed vpon loxuri- 
ous 


0 % 


\ Kn Eſyy'towirds' | 
ons Diſhes, all which muſtTot only kindle, 


t.add-Fyel to the Fire, and fill the Mind 
bat ad Fel of Fe and Deſires. | " 


St. Jerome on the other hand 1 does as much 
.commend ſuch Virgins who al. kept at 
home on F rate Toy t9.4y0id the crowds 
and Cane cople, and would 'neyer 
go abroad at re op when tl Fagee 
' Not, venture into the poblick wi 
greateſt Care. and ody L rin, 
Such was q Cautiouſneſs of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, they ſtood at a | diſtance from 
whatever was offenſive either tg their Eyes 
or Ears. Their Ears th s AST Ropp'd) Sagainſt 
all looſe idle Songs, all filthy and 'odſcene 
Diſcourſes ; their _ they ſhut againſt all 
uncomely Objects, all wanton and laſcivious 
PiQures, and, as Clemens. Alex andrinus tells us, 
not doing any thing that ſeem'd to cry an 
ill colour with it. 


| The, Council: of Laodicea, in their zoth 
Canon, forbad Chriſtian Men to uſe the {ame | 
common Baths with Women ; nay, ſq abo- 
minable were all Uncleanneijes ro the ancient 
Church, that they were even too ſevere againſt 
ſecond Marriages as Zonaras tells us, Can.” 
Concil, Neogef/. ſuſpended ſuch as married 
twice from che Communion a whole Year, 
And the. Council. of Laodicea, Can. 1, re- 
quir'd, that they ſhould ſpend ſome time at 
leaſt in Pennance, Faſting, and Prayer, before 
they be TECELV 'd £0 "oy Communi IN.” Te, ul 
bs.n, 


%”" eJoa_ 5 we TT * mw 
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$70 or "thn acted nb ku Brace 

- but even againl vine Au Fn, ſeetng 


which many who call themſelves 


' all the Good that could be” imag 


our hernede Uhdaine: 


5, Ain \ Felix, Wi os 
ps roar 


the Apoſtle limits no-number of | 
lays. politiyely that #t 5; Fee! ro 0 many »— ” 
et it fhews how. ancient 


ben were to. bow. nee Of lmpuricies, 


vill ſcarcely own now $0 þe a Crime, 


So. Ambroſe fays, The Apoſtle tid well to warn 


Chriſtians to flee Fornications by which the Sous of 


786, Tays he, are made-rbe Children of the De- 
nication to be a deadly Sin, and that i in ſuch 
meaſure as Peraldys a Papiſt concludes, That 
if one who had never before ſinned, but had done 

ind, ſhould but 
once commit this Sin, he aubof of neceſſi ioybe aamn'd 
without Repentance. Aquinas ſays, That ſimple 
Fornication, inaſmuch as it 1s againſt the Good of 
the Offspring to be 4" forth, 15. ſo unlawful, 
that it 1s a deadlySin. Epiphanias, againſt the 
Carpoeratians, Lib. 1, Tom. 2, Cap. 27, ſays, 
That becauſe of their Debauckeries they were 
ſent forth by Satan, to the Reproach and Scandal 
of the Church of G od, as the Gnolticks had been 
before them, 


' Gluttony, Drpnkenneſs, and Effeminacy 
were much exclaim'd againſt by the Ancients, 
becauſe they were Incentives to Uncleanneſs, 
whereu pon St. on ſays, It's a difficult rhing 
to 


ay, the Schoolmen make ſimple. For- | 
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not cootradi 
EE 
cc Youngſter, not 
« rt and on 
c&: honey drunk, Fiche 


iſfers, Lowes: as of 
Th "RPA his Father 
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tt... Mt. 


GOD: Judgments 
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From the Creation of the Werld, to the 
Reign of Auguſtulus, (which, according to 
common Computation, 1s: 5190 Years) and 
from thence down to the preſent Year 1697. 


Being a Colle&ion of the moſt Remarkable 


Inſtances of Uncleanneſs, 


That are to be found in Sacred or Prophane 
Hiſtory during that time. With Obſervas- | 
tions thereon. | 
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Neighbour, who had none, ſhould deſire 
him to accommodate him with his Wife, 
that he alſo might have the Benefit of Iſſue 
from ſuch .a fruitful Womgn : Numa al- 
low'd. the Husband either to lend his Wife 
for a time, or to looſe the Bonds of Mar- 
riage, and conlign her into the Hands of 
her Paramour for ever. — An early Pre. 
ſage that Rome was at laſt to become the 
Mother of Harlots, and of the Abominations 
of the Earth ; another Inſtance of thoſe 
wiſe Heathens being judicially given up of 
God to their Uncleanneſs, beranſe they Qid 
not improve the Kuowl-dge ticy had to 
the Glory of God, of whoſe Being and At- 
tributes they had ſuch clear Ideas. 
: In the Life of Solo» we have an Account 
That that great Philoſopher and Law-giver 
+ was guilty of Unlawful Love towards Boys, 
and that deſigning to appropriate that Bru- 
tiſh pleaſure to ſuch as he calPd Gentlemen, 
he forbad the uſe of it to Slaves. In one 
of his Laws he permits an Heireſs, if her 
Lawful Husband prove impotent, to lye 
with his neareſt Kinſman ; and yet he was 
ſo inconſiſtent with himſelf, that he permit- 
ted any one to kill an Adulterer, that found 
him in the Att. —— We s$hall conclnde this 
vaſſage with his Account of himſelf in this 
Diſtick : 


I mind a Song, a Miſs, and (laſs of Wine ;, 
Theje are moſt mens Delio tte, and theſe ave mine, 
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In the Life of Camillus we have an Ac« 
count, how the Latins were defeated by 
their Laſciviouſneſs and Whoredom, when 
they had reduced the Romans to a very great 
ſtrait, the paſſage is thus : The Larins de- 
manded a certain number of free Maids 
from the Romans In Marriage the latter 
looking epon this as a 1rick only to gain 
Holitages; and yet being both afraid and 
unable to carry on the War, they durſt nor 
politively refuſe them ; whereupon Tutula, 
or Ph:ilotis as ſome call her, advis'd the Ma- 
giit;ates to ſond her, and fore other beautt- 
ful Damoſels,who were Bond-maids, habited 
like Free-Vir gins, and while the Latins were 
in their Dalliances with the m, they would 
give them a Signal to fall out upon them : 
Which being agreed on accordingly, Tutuls 
in the Night-time ſet up a lighted Torch 

upon a wild Figtree, hanging up ſome 
Clothes on the Tree that hid the Torch 
from the Latin Camp, while it was percep= 
tible to the Romarrs, and accordingly they 
fally*d, ſurpriz'd and deſtroyd the Larins, 
in remembrance of which a Feſtival was ap= 
pointed, call'd the None Capratice, wherein 
the People run out of the City in a confuſed 
manner , calling aloud the moſt familiar 
and uſual Names, as Caim, Marcus, Lucins, 
and the like, as they did at the Sally - ; and 
the Maid- ſervants, richly adorn'd, ran a» 
bonr, ptaying and jeſting upon all they met, 
and amongſt themſelves uſe a kind of skir- 
miihing, to thew they help in the Conflict 
azainſt the Latins; and in the time of theic 
(@ Feaſt- 
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Feaſting they fit ſhaded over with Boughs of 
wild Figtrec. 

Onur next Inſtance 1s that bold Athenian 
Gentleman Pericles, whoſe Weak Side was 
Laſciviouſneſs, and therefore he became the 
Subject of the Railery of the Comick Poets 
of his time ; who upbraided him, as being 
the errant'ſt Whoremonger that efer liv'd, 


 charg'd him with diſhoneſt Converſe with 


the Wife of 21cnippus, and of committing 
Inceſt with his own Son's Wife : His In- 
trigue with Aſpatia before Marriage is alſo 
much taken Notice of, and She is accns'd of 
being no better than a ®aws, or as the Tran- 
flator expreſſes it, Keeper of a Vaulting-ſcho1/, 
They did alſo upbrajd him with the Vola- 
ries or Birdcages of Pyrilampes, who being 
Pericles Friend, they pretended that he 
us'd to preſent Peacccks and fine Birds to 
Pericles's Miles. The Puniſhments infliaed 
upon Pericles vie find to be. that he was not 
only envied and diſtnrbd by 1 umults and 
Seditions, but diſquicted with the Diſobe- 
dience and Scurrilous Reflections of his own 
eldeſt Son, depriv'd of him and his youngeſt 
Son, whom he lov*d entirely, by Death, 
and conſtrain'd at laſt to repeal his own 
Law againſt Baſtards enjoying any Inheri- 
tance, that his Baſtard Son ſhould keep vp 
the Name of his Family ; and he was cut off 
too at laſt, by Order of the Senate ; And 
Pericles himſelf, who had burnt fo much in 
Luft, was conſam'd to death by a kurning 
Plague, his Uncleanneſs having fix d ſuch a 
Stain upon his Memory, as all his great 
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Attions have not been able to wipe off. 
In the Life: of Fabins Maximus we have 
an Account how Tarentum was betray'd to 
him by means of an Unchaſt Woman, who 
with her Amours and Flatteries prevailF'd 
upon her Lover, a Noble Zrxrjan, to betray 
the Town to the Romans: Fabius having 
ſent her Brother, who was in his Army, in- 
to the Town on purpoſe to manage the In- 
frigue ; or, according to others, ſhe had 


* formerly been Fabin's own Miſtreſs, and he 


permitted her to go and corrupt the Taren- 
tine Governor by her lewd Embraces, which 
occaſion'd the taking and cruel deſtruction 
of the Town : So fatal are Harlots to all 
Commn.onwealths where they are ſuffer'd to re- 
main unpeniſh'd, 

We have already had occaſion to obſerve 
how fatal the Impure Amours of Alcibiades 
was to all Greece, and particularly to Athens ; 
but there are divers more obſervable Parti- 
culars as to that matter, in his Life written 
by Plutarch, tho* he was continually attend- 
ed by that excellent perſon Socrates, whoſe 
wholſome Inſtructions had much Influence 
upon him, yet all his Philoſophy was not 
able to reform him. We find him accus'd, 
when a Boy, of a Suſpicion of being a Cara- 
mite ;, his Wife Hipparete, a virtuous Lady, 
and one that loy'd him entirely, abandon'd 
him at laſt, becauſe of his multitude of 
Whores, and ſwd for a Divorce from him ; 
but when ſhe preſented her felf before the 
Magiſtrate for. that end, Alcib;ades retook 
her again by Force. -- He is accus'd of be- 
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ing Luxurious in his Eating, Drinking, and 
Amours, and was much deſpis'd by the .4- 
thenians, becauſe, inſtead of their uſual En. 
ſigns upon his Shicld, he had a wy 5 PeLnt- 
ed upon it with a Thunderbolt in his Hand, 
A-riſtophon the Painter drew him fitting in 
the Curteſan Nemea's Arms, which much 
Uiſpleas'd the graver Athenians, While he 
was an Exile at Sparta, he debauch'd the 
Wife of Ag King of Lacedemon, and had a 
Son by her : And tis obſervable, that the 
cauſe of his being baniſtfd from his own 
Country and condemn'd to Death, was his 
having perform'd the debauch'd Myſteries 
of the Elexſina Sacra by way of Mockery, 
The Injury he did to Jes King of Laccde- 
01 made him unſafe there, ſo that he fled 
for Security to Tiſaphernes the Perſian Ge- 
neral. In a word, his whole Life was a 
continued Series of remarkable Ups and 
Downs : And his Death was no leſs remar- 
kavie, the EHiſtorian giving ns an Account 
of it in this manner, viz. That having re+ 
tir'd to a ſmall Village in Phrygja, with one 
Timandra a Miſtreſs of his, he was, at the 
inſtance of the Lacedemonians, attack 4 in 
his Houſe by ome Barbarians, who ſetting it 
on fire, he with much ado cſcap'd thro” the 
Flames, and was at Jaſt ſlain by their Darts, 
his Miſtreſs © imandra having buried him 
with as much Decency as her Circumſtances 
would allow. Thus did Alcibiades fali in- 
glortouſly by his Luſts, who had done ſo 
many Great and Glorious Actions in the 
World. 
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We have already touch'd upon the Judg- 
ments which purſued Diony/izs, the Luſtful 
Tyrant ef Sicily, for his Uncleanneſs, but 
meeting with a further Inſtance of it in the 
Life of Timolcon, It is thought proper to 
take notice of it here in the words of Ply- 
tarch, viz. That all the Miſchiefs and Vexa- 
tions of his former Reign were abundantly 
repaid and outdone by thoſe Evils and Ca- 
lamities which he then ſuffer'd, for heliv'd 
to ſee the Funerals of his Sons in the prime 
of their Age, the Rapes of his Daughters 
in the Flower of their Virginity, and the 
Proſtitution of his own Silter, that became 
his Wife, who being firſt villanouſly treat- 
ed, and her Perſon exposd to all the Luſt 
and Lewdneſs of the common Souldiery, ſhe 
was afterwards murder*d, together with 
her Children, and their Bodies caſt into the 
Sea. Thus was Dionyſius pumiſhd, as we 
may ſay, in Specie, for his Luſt and Crnel- 
ry. 

24 the Life of Pelopidas we find this re- 
markable Paſſage concerning Archias, the 
Tyrant of Thebes, who having render'd 
himſelf odious to the People by his Op- 
preſſion, and ſent many of them into Exile, 
{\ me of the Chief of thoſe Exi'es contriv'd 
his Ruine, under the Conduct of Pelop;sas, 
thus : Philidas, who was Secretary to Ar- 
chias, having invited him and ſome others 
to an Entertainment to drink freely and 
accompany ſome married Whores, he was 
ſo much taken up with his Cups and the 
Expectation of his Female —_ that _ 
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Plot againſt his Life, and deliver'd with 


this Meſſage, Thar it contain'd Matters of 


Concern, aud therefore "twas neceſſary he ſhould 
read it ;, he anſwer'd, Matters of Concern 19 
»orrow. And as he was carrouling thns, 
Charon and Molon, two of the Conſpirators, 
having put on Womens Apparel over their 
* Armour, and thick, Garlands of Firr and 
Pine to ſhade their Faces, in this man- 
ner came to the Door, upon which Archicr 
and his Gueſts gave an Huzza, thinking 
they had been the lewd Women that they 
expe-ied, but were quickly undeceiy'd, and 
had their Hearts plerced by the Conſpira- 
tors Swords, at the ſame time when they 
were Plerced with the Darts of raging Luſt. 
And thus Thebes was deliver'd from Ty- 
Tanny. 

In that ſame Life we have an Account 
how Divine Juſtice purſued Alexander the 
Tyrannical King of Pherea, for his Brutiſh 
Luft, Nis Wite Thebe, Davghter to Faſor, 
being enrag'd at him for his Debaucherics, 
and particularly for abuſing her younger 
Brother to his Luſt, ſte contriv'd his Death 
thus; She hid her three Brothers in a 
Room near to his Bedchamber, all the other 
Apartments being full of the Tyrant's 
Ntght-guards; before his Chamber there 
lay a fierce Dog chain'd, which would fiye 
at. ail but the Tyrant's Wife and a Servant 
that fed him: When Night came Thete 
went in alone to his Chamber, according to 
the uſual Cuſtom, and finding lim aſleep, 
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came out again, commanded the Servant to 
lead away the Dog, for the King would take 
ſome Reſt, and then coveri ing the Stairs with 
Wool, brought vp her Brothers into his 
Chamber. where they kill d him, and throw- 
ing out his Carcais, It was trod under foor * 
in great Contempt by the Pherears. 

In the Life of arcs Cato the Cenfor we 
find that the grave Romans thought that not 
ſo much as a Marriage, or a Night's Lodging 
tor the Procreation of Children, nay, not a 
Feaſt or Driaking-bout, ought to be permit- 
ted according to every one's Fancy, without 
being cenſur'd and enquir'd into; and there- 
fore they choſe two Perſons, one out of the 
FRTICIANS, the other out of rhe Commons, 
who were to watch, correct, and puniſh, if 
any one ran too 1uch after Voluptuouſneſs : : 
2nd therefore Cato, tho' he met with much 
Oppoſition, becaule of his Severity, was 
prefer'd to that Iimployment ; and the firſt 
remarkable thing which we find perform'd 
by him in that Office was, thz Expulſion of 
Lucins Q;:4:tus from the Senate, becauſe he 
had, to pleaſe a Boy whom he kep E as a Ca» 
ramite , order'd a condemn'd Perſon to be 
executed before Im at aFealt. He did alſo 
throw Maniljzs Out 1 the Senate, becauſe in 
the preſence of his Daughter, and in open 
Day, he was a little r00 ſiveet upon his own 
Wife. —— The People were fo well plea- 
ſed with lis Behaviour in his Imployment, 
that they erected a Statue for him 1n the 
Temple of the Goddeſs of Health with the 
following Iaſcription ; 7%. this was Cato 
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the Cenſor, who by his good Diſcipline and Or- 
dinances reclaim'd the Roman Commonwealth, 
when 'twas declining and ſupinely tumbling int 
Vice. Yet we find that this very Man, fo 
famous for the Severity and Uprightneſs of 
his Manners, not improving that Knowledg 
which God had given him, was overcome 
by his Luſts eyen in his Old-age ; for Pl 
tarch ſays, that in his old days, when he 
was paſt a Lover's Years, he made uſe of 
Women, and particularly ofa young Wench 
who came privately to him, which being 
diſcover d by his Son, who took Offence 
thereat, the old Man, in revenge, married 
a young Woman, Daughter to Salonins Nis 
own Clark ; and when his Son ask'd him the 
reaſon of it, he anſwer'd him ſoft and fair, 
Good Son, I defire to have maiy Children, and 
to leave the Commonwealth more ſuch Citizim: as 
thou art. 

In the Life of Pyrrh;;s we have an Account 
that his multiplying of Wives witha deſizn 
to enlarge his Intereſt, had not the hapny 
Effect which he propos'd to himſe!f by it, 
for Lanafſa, one of his Wives, took ſo great 
Offence at his Inclination to the reſt, that 
ſhe deſerted him, and married Demctr:;::s 
King of Macedonia, ard by that means kin» 
dled a War betwixt him and Pyr:brs. In 
that ſame Life we do alſo find, that Pyrrh; 
was invited againſt Sparta by Clegzymus, one 
of the Chief Men there, becauſe his W:tc 
Chelidonis falling deſperately in Love with 
Acrotatus, that Youngſter diſhonour'd Þ15 


Bcd ; and therefore, to rezenge himſelf for 
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the Injury, he brought Pyrrbus with a great 
Army againſt Sparta, which occafion'd a 
great deaj of Bloodſhed, and endanger®d the 
City; however, Pyrrhus did not ſucceed in 
his Deſign againſt it, as if Providence would 
let him ſee, that he was no fit Perſon to re- 
venge an Injury done to the Marriage Bed, 
who was ſo very guilty of that ſame Crime 
himſelf ; and, at laſt, he fell by the Hands 
of a Woman, who ſeeing him engag'd with 
her Son in the Streets of Argos, threw a Tile 
upon him from the top of an Houſe, which 
made him fall trom his Horſe, and a com- 
mon Souldier did afterwards cut off his 
Head. 

In the Life of Sylia we have this Account 
of him ; That he us'd to ſit on a Chair of 
State amongſt beautiful Women, Mimicks, 
Fidlers, and ſuth-like Raſcally People, on 
whom he ſquander'd away the Revenues of 
whole Countries and Cities, beſtowing on 
ſome of them Ladies in Marriage apainſt 
their Will, ſo as his Gratuities were much 
more intolerable than his Uſurpations. He 
kept company with Attors, AQrefſles, and 
Minſtrels, drinking with 'em Night and 
Day : He alſo indulg'd himſelf in Unnatural 
Luſt with Men, particularly Merrobius the 
Woman-a@or : But behold the juſt Jndg- 
ment of God upon him ; — Theſe laſcivions 
Courſes brought him into a Diſeaſe which 
made his Bowels to feſter, ſo that at laſt the 
corrupted Fleſh broke forth into Lice in ſuch 
prodigious quantities, that all the Hands he 
could employ were not able to deſtroy em, 
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ſo that his Clothes, Beds, Baſons, and Meat 
was-polluted with that Contagion : He went 
often into the Baths by day, to ſcoure and 
cleanſe his Body, but all in vain, the courſe 
return'd ſo quick, and with ſuch numerous 
Supplys, as overcame all manner of Rid- 
dance ; fo that, in fine, he who had led*an 
unclean Life dy'd of an abominable and un- 
clean Diſeaſe, 

In the Life of Cimon, Platarch tells us, that 
he was lewd and vicious, accuſes him of In- 
ceſt with his own Siſter, and other unclean 
Practices, and at lall he died of a Wound, 
as ſome Authors ſay, which he receiv'd trom 
the Barbarians 11 a Skirmiſh, his Impurity 
having fixd a perpetual ſtain upon him, 
which all his great Actions could ngver wipe 
off. In that ſame Life we meet with a re- 
markable Paſſage concerning Pauſarias the 
Lacedemonian, who having follicitcd a young 
Lady of Conſtantinople, calld Cleonice, to de- 
bauch her, her Friends dreading the Power 
of the Tyrant, were ford to abandon her 
to him: Cleozice commanded the Servants to 
put. out all the'Lizhts, and appt oaching his 
Bed filtently in the dark, ſhe {tnmbled upon 
the Lamp, which ſhe overturn'd and ſpur : 
Pauſanias being awak'd by the. noiſe, and 
thinking it had been ſome Aſſaſſin to atrack 
him, ſnarch'd up his Poinard and wounded 
her mortally, after which he never enjoy 'd 
himſelf, but was diſturb'd in his Thoughts, 
and haunted by her Ghoſt, ſo that he never 
had Succeſs 1n any thing afterwards, and was 
at laſt ſlain by order of the Senate in Miner- 
va's 
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4's Temple, whither he had fled for Re- 
fuge. 

In the Life of Lacullus we find, that there 
was a ſtop put to the Careir of his good For- 
zune and Glory, chiefly by means of Clodins, 
his Wife's Brother, who was ſo unnatural a 
Villain as to commit Adultery and Inceſt 
with his own Siſter Clodia, Lucullus's Wife, 
and ſtirring up the Fimbrian Army againſt 
Lucrllus, prevented his further Conqueſts : 
Lacullus himſelf returning to Rome, pave 
himſelf up to all manner of Luxury, and was 
at laſt depriv'd of his Senſes by a Philtre or 
imorons Potion, giv'n him by Cal;/thenes his 
freeman, to endear him to himſelf ; fo that 
this Great Man was not only ruin'd by the 
Laſciviouſneſs of himfelf and others, but a 
ſtop was thereby put to the Fo nan Conqueſts, 
which had otherwiſe, ſays our Anthor, not 
been bounded by the Euphrates, but by the 
uttermoſt parts of the Earth, and the Hyrca- 
man Sea. 

In the Life of Pompey the Great we find 
that famous General accus'd of unchaſte A- 
mours with Flora the Courteſan, whom he 
ifterwards reſign'd to his Friend Geminins, 
won which ſhe languith'd and died, We 
ird likewiſe, that Sy4a, to gain over this 
Great: Man to his Party, perſwaded him to 
put away his Wite ntj/tza, and to marry 
Emilia Daughter-in-law to Sy//a, who was 
at that time Wife ro another Man, by whom 
ſhe was big with Child. This unlawful Mar- 
rage was ſoon after pnniſh'd in part, for 
Antiſtius, Father to Aiſtia, was murder*d in 
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the Senate, as a Fayourer of Sylla for Po. 
pey's ſake, and her Mother vpon this account 
wade away with her ſelf, — Theſe were the 
Tragedies that attended that unhappy Mar. 
rlage, ſays Plutarch ;, and that there might 
be nothing wanting to compleat the laſt A4 
by Heav'ns, even e£mlia her ſelf not long 
after died at Pompey's in Child-bed. 

Theſe things were the more inexcuſahle 
in Poxzey, becauſe we find that he delighted 
much in the diſcovery of Weakneſſes of the 
fame Nature in Mithridates, when he ſeiz'd 
his ſecret Writings, wherein, amongſt other 
things, he found abundance of wanton Love. 
Letters betwixt Mithridates and his Concy- 
bine Monune, — He might have taken War- 
ning, one would think, of the Judgments 
that purſued Adzthridartes for his Intempe- 
rance, — when all t15 Concubines were 
brought before Pompey, he could not but 
rceive the abominable Crimes into which 
his luſtful Temper had hurried him hcad- 
long, for moſt of his Concubines were 
either the Daughters or Wives of Princes 
and great Commanders, except it was one 
whom they calPd Srraronice, who- was Davgh- 
ter to a Muſician ; and having plcas'd 6- 
thridates, by ſinging before him at a Banquer, 
his luſtful Paſſion was ſo much rais'd that he 
immediately took her to Bed with him, and 
in the Morning preſented her Father (who 
grumbPd that he had taken his Daughter 
without ſpeaking one kind Word to. him- 
ſelf ) with many rich and coſtly Preſents, 
and the Eſtate of a Noblemag lately deceas'd, 
wheres 
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whereupon the old Fellow was fo much 
tranſported, that putting on his Purple 
Robes, and mounting his Horſe, he rode 
through the City, cry ng out, All this is mine, 
and ſo became the Herauld of his own, as 
well as of Mithridates's Folly; and to thoſe 
that laugh'd at him for the ſame he faid, 
There was no ſuch Wonder in this, [ut rather, 
that he did not throw Stones at all be mct, be was 
ſo much beſide himſelf with Toy. 

Another Piece of Vengeance that purſued 
Pompey,and wherein he might read his Crime 
in his Puniſhment, was, That his Wife A/u- 
tia, during his abſence, had diſhonour'd his 
Bed ; at which he was ſo nettPd, that he 
ſent her a Bill of Divorce. 

Pompey, in purſuit of his Amorous Incli- 
nation, did likewiſe commit a piece of no- 
torious Injuſtice, in marrying Julia, Daugh- 
ter to Ceſar, who had been affanced before, 
and was to be married within a few days t9 
Cepio, and, to appeaſe Cepio's Anger, mar- 
ried his own Daughter to him, who had 
formerly been cſpouſed to Fanſtus, the Son 
of Sylla. Pompey was ſo much beſotted with 
his Love to Julia, that he created abundance 
of Envy to himſelf, by committing the Go- 
vernment of his Provinces and Legions into 
the Hands of his Friends, as his Lieutenants, 
whilſt he himſelf wantonly rambPd up and 
down, careſſing his Wife, throughout all the 
Delicacies of /raly ; but he was ſoon depriv'd 
of her, for ſhe dy'd in Child-bed, her Dangh- 
ter not outliving her many days. 
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He afterwards married Correia Daughter 
to Merelins Scipio, and Reli&t of Publius the 
Son of Craſſus, a young Lady of great Quali. 
ty, Beauty, and Education; but this Mar. 
riage was very unpleaſing to ſome People, 
who thought that ſhe was a Match more a- 
greeable to his Son, and were angry that 
the Afﬀairs of the City lay negle&ted, while 
he, from whom they expeted a Cure to 
their Diſtractions, went crown'd with Gar. 
lands, and was revelling in his Nuptial 
Feaſts. | 

It's obſervable, that at the very laſt his 
Fondnels towards this young Lady, and his 
Fear that her Beauty might expoſe her to 
ſome Diſhonour amoneſt the Parthians, was 
the chiei Argument that prevail'd with him 
not to have recourſe thither, where, in all 
probability, he might have been able to re- 
new the War, and recover his Glory, after 
his Defeat in the Pha [al;ar7 Plains; fo. that 
reſolving to fail for Feypr, and intruſt him- 
ſelf with Prolomy, he was, by Advice of that 
young King's Counct], barbarouſly and in- 
tumanly murder'd, as going aſhore in a Boat 
in order, as he thought, to a favourable Re- 
ception; the diſtreſſed Co-nctiz and his Friends 
beholding this lamentable Tragedy from on 
board the Veſſels where they were. ' Thus 

fell this Great Man, to which, it cannot be 
denied, that his Amorous and Senſual Tem- 
per did highly contribure: Not thr I would 

be underſtood poſitively to aflert. *t! 

clieanneſs was the ſole procurir 

thoſe Tragical Diſaſters that bef:! 
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Man and others, whom I have mentjond or 
ſhall mention in the courſe of this Hiſtory, 
it being enough for my Delign to prove, 
that it was always one of the viſible Cauſes 
and that it makes good the Aſſertion of the 
Wiſe Man in the Proverbs, where ſpeaking of 
the Harlot or ſtrange Woman in general, 
he ſays, T hat many ſtrong Hen have been ſlain 
by her; of which there is nota more ſpeaking 
and demonſtrable Inſtance than this of Pome 
zey, Who had triumph'd over Aſia, Africa, 
and Europe, and yet was himſelf a Captive 
and Subject of Triumph to his own Luſts, 

In the Life of Cato the younger, who was 
not only a great Pretender to Virtue, but, 
compar*d with his Contergporaries, a glori- 
ous Mirror of it. We find that he had no 
true Notions of the Honour of the Marriage 
Bed, nor any juſt Idea of Chaſtity ; as is ap- 
parent from the following Inſtance. @ujn- 
tes Hortenſius, whom Plutarch calls a Man of 
ſmgular Worth and approved Virtue, propos'd to 
Cato, That his Daughter Porcia, who was 
already married to Bibulrs, and had already 
born him'two Children, might be given to 
him as a fruitful Field, from which he might 
raiſe an Offspring ; For, ſaid he, tho' rhis iz 
the Opinion of Men may ſeem ſtrange, yet in Na- 


ture it would be honeſt and profitable for the Pub- 


lick, that a Woman, in the prime of her Touth; 
ſhould not lye uſeleſs, and loſe the Fruit of her 
Womb * Nor, on the other fide, would it be con- 
venient ſhe ſhould burthen and impoveriſh one 
Man, by bringing him too many Children. Alſo 
by this Communication of Families among worthy 
en, 
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Hen, Virtue would encreaſe and be diffus'd thro 
their Poſterity, and the Commonwealth would þ, 
united and cemented by their Alliances. Te, if 
Bibulus would i0t part with his Wife altogether, 
be would reftore her as ſoon as ſhe had brought him 
a Child, whereby he might be united to both their 
Families. Cato anſwer'd, That he lov'd Hor- 
tenſius very well; and did much approve of uni- 
ting their Houſes, but he thought ut vey ſtrangt 
70 ſpeak of marrying bis Daughter, who was al- 
ready given to another. Then Hortenſi:s turn- 
ing the Diſcourſe, acknowledg'd, that ':was 
Cato's own Wife which he deſi*d, for ſhe was 
young and fruitful, and he bad already Children 
enough, To which Cato agreed, with the 
Conſent of his Wife Martia and her Father 
Philip, and after the Death of Horrenſins took 
her again, for which Ceſar reproach'd him, 
as having a mercenary deſign in his Mar- 
riage, ſaying; Jf Cato had need of a Wife, 
why did he part with her ? And if ke had nt, 
why did he take her again, unleſs he gave her 
only as a Bait to Hortenſius, and lent . her when 
ſhe was young, to have her again when ſhe was 
rich ? It's plain from this Inſtance, that 
Cato was guilty of countenancing Impurity 
in others, if he was not aQtually guilty of it 
himſelf; and ſeeing he was unwilling to take 
his Daughter irom Bjbulus, and yet as wil- 
ling to gratifie Hortenfins by parting with 
his own Wife, It would argue, that he was 
weary of her, and that he would make no 
Scruple to uſe other Women, ſecing he al- 
low'd her to give up herſelf into the Embra- 
ces of another Man, Burt now it remains 

hit 
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that we ſhould take notice of the Judgments 
which purſued this great Man,of which, with. 
out breach of Charity, we may look upon 
this Crime, amonglt others, to have been 
one of the procuring Cauſes. It's known to 
every one, that he follow*d Pompey, and ad- 
her'd to him againſt Cez/ar, and that after 
Pompey's Defeat he retir'd to Utica, where, 
having no hopes of retrieving his deſperate 
Aﬀairs, he deliberately murder'd himſelf, 
from which Deſign all the Endeavours of his 
friends were not able to divert him: And 
thus the Divine Vengeance made him the 
Executioner of Juſtice upon himſelf, which 
he ought to have fufferdd by the hands of 
others, for that brutiſh and unnatural Car- 
rage to his Wite. 

In the Life of Demetrizs Poljorcetes we have 
an account, that when this great Prince laid 
Siege to Megara, he was 1o far tranſported 
with a Luſtful Paſſion for Crareſipols the Wi- 
dow of Poljperchor, a Lady of greater Beauty 
than Virtue, that leaving his Army, he went 
to make her a Viſit with two or three of his 
Intimates ; but when he came near the City 
of Patras,- where ſhe liv'd, he fell into an 
Ambuſh of Cafſarder's Men, whence with 
Z2reat difficulty he eſcap'd, by the ſwiftneſs 
of his Horſe. — And.thus he had well nigh 
made'a ſurrender of his Liberty and Deſign 
to the Charms of a laſcivious Woman, It 
Is alſo obſerv'd of this Demerriz, That he had 
many Wives at the ſame time, and notwith- 
ſanding his mulciplicity of Wives, became 
ſo enamsur'd upon Lame, a beautitul Lady, 
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but infamous for her looſeneſs of Converſ; 
tion, that 'twas ſaid all other Ladies were 
amorovs of Demers; jus, but Demetrius was only 
amorous of Lamia. 

This Luſtful Prince was not however {a- 
tisfhed with his variety of Women, but did 
alſo pollute himſelf with the ann?tural Crime 
of Sodomy; and it's ſtoried of him, that = 
ving, been loſt ſeveral days in a Debanch : 
mong his Companions, and pretending to 
keep his Chamber afterwards, by reaſon: of 
Indiſpoſition, his Father Antigonus came to 
ſee him, upon his approach to Demctriz,'s 
Chamber, out bolts a ſprightly young Fel- 
iow; and Artigonus going to his Ped-fide, 
and feeling his Pulſe, Demetrizs not know- 
ing well how to excuſe him! ſelf, pretended 
that be haz been ill of a Fever, but that be hoped 
it had now left | him. Tes, reply'd the King, 
I believe it, for 1 juſt now met 1t at your Chan ber 
Door ;, allring to the young Catamite that 
ſprung out of his Chamber. 

His Victorics, and the Benefits which he 
beſtow'd vpon the Athenians, put their In- 
vention upon the rack, to conferr new-devi- 
{cd Honours and Flatteries upon him, and 
therefore they order'd him a Ledging þc- 
hind M;aervas Temple, in the Apartment 
cf the Virgins, the vow'd 'Votaries of that 
Goddeſs, which occztion'd the Wits of "the 
Time to ſay, Thar Minerva had got a darge- 
rous Inmate; and, That it was not much 19 the 
Re eput at 4" n Of ber I, Ir Tins C' -«ſt1ty, to ke Pp £ (41. 
pany wit Demetrins. And as for Deniutrits 
himſelf, he was fo far from ſhewing any Re- 
y Crence 
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yerence to the Goddeſs with whom he had 
taken up his Quarters, that he gave himſelf 
up to the moſt infamous Liberties; and de- 
bauch'd the young Women and Matrons of 
Athens to that degree, as 'tis a ſhame for a 
modelt Pen to relate. 

This brutiſh Youth was ſo much enrag'd 
with nnnatural Luſt, that he tempted a beau- 
tiful young Man, call'd D amocles, to that de- 
gree, as made him to decline al! manner of 
publick Converſation, on purpoſe to avoid 
his deſign'd Paſſion ; but Damocles going to 
a private Bath, the 'villainous Demerriu: ha- 
ving Information of i it, ſurpriz'd him there, 
ſo that the poor Youth ſeeing no other way 
to avoid him, leap'd into a boiling Veſſel, 
and fo became a Martyr to his Virtue: 

Demetrius was not only luſtful, but profuſe 
and prodigal in his Expences, as all luſtful 
Perſons are ; ſo that having commanded the 
Athenians to raiſe 250 Talents for his Ser- 
vice, and when they; ro ſatisfie hisdemands, 


' had levied it upon the People by diſtreſs, he 


gave it as a trifling Sum to Lamia, and the 
reſt of his lewd Women, to buy them per- 
fum'd Waſhballs for their Baths: And thus 
were the Athenians puniſhd for giving way 
to the luſtful E xceſſes of this young Prince, 

to whom they were fo ſlaviſhly obſequious, 

tnat, contrary to their Laws, when he de- 
ſir 'd to be enroi?d in the Fraternity of the 
Prieſts of Cere:, without attending the time 
commonly allotted, which injoyns, that the 
leſſer Myſteries ſhould be celebrated in No- 
vember, and the greut Solemnity in Avguſt 
P 2 fol- 
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following, they made an Edit, that the 
Month of 24arch then currant ſhould be zc- 
counted November, that Demetrius might be 
then admitted to the lefler Ceremonies ; and 
as ſoon as that was done, by another Edid 
they turn'd that ſame Month into Avguft ; 
which occaſton'd Philipedes the Comedian to 
exerciſe his Wit upon S:ratocles, the Inven« 
4] of this Trick, in the following Coupler, 
thus : 


Proaigious Skill ! how ſtrangely flattering Fear 
Tnto one Month hath crowded all the Tear | 


And upon the ſame S:ratocles's propoling that 
Demetrius ſhould lodge in the Temple of 2/- 
zerva, Within the Caſtle he made the follow- 
ing Lines : 


Stratocles thinks it is no Sin 
To turn a Temple to an Inn; 
Or with lewd wanton C ompany 


To bleſs Minerva's Chaſtity. 


We come now to treat of the Puniſhments 
which Divine Juſtice inflicted upon this Le- 
cher, which were very ſharp and ſevere, his 
Father and he both being diſpoil'd of that 
large Empire which they had erected for 
themſelves, out of the Ruins of that of A4/:- 
xander the Great. His Mother and Chil- 
dren, and divers of his Wives, were made 
Priſoners, and he himſelf forſaken by rhe 
Athenians, who had. formerly ſo much ador'd 
him, but now made it a capital Crime for 

any 
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any body ſo much as to propoſe a Treaty or 
Accommodation with him; and Alexander 
King of Macedon miſs'd little of having cut 

him off treacherovlly. | 
It is alſo remarkable, that this Iuſtful 
Prince was puniſt®d obſervably in his Daugh- 
ter Stratonice, who follow'd her Father's per- 
nicious Example. The Story 1s well known 
to be as followeth. Demetrius having mar- 
ried this his beautiful Danghter to Seleucrs 
King of Syria, to whom ſhe brought forth a 
little Son, Aariochins Son to Seleuchus by a for 
mer Marriage, fell ſo paflionately in love 
with his Step-mother Srraronice, that he 
ſicken'd upon it, and was in danger, and not 
daring to diſcover the Cauſe of his Diſtem- 
per, he ſaw no other Remedy for his hope- 
leſs Misfortune but what was to be expected 
trom Deſpair and Death, which he therefore 
reſolv'd upon, by abſtaining from Diet. Era- 
ſitratus the King's Phylician quickly diſco- 
yer'd that Love was his Diltemper, but 
could not at firſt diſcover the Object ; he 
therefore diligently waited 1n his Chamber, 
and when any of the Beauties of the Court 
came to viſit the fick Prince, he curiouſly 
obſerv'd the Emotions and Alterations in 
the Countenance of Anriochus, and by that 
means diſcover'd Stratonice to be the Object 
of his Flames ; for when ſhe came in, either 
with the King, or alone, Artiochus became 
mute, his Paſſion ſinothering his Words, a 
fiery Bluſh would mount into his Face, he 
would fix his Eyes upon S:ratonice, and then 
preſently withdraw his ſtoln guilty _ 
7 2 {5 
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his Pulſe would be diſorder'd, a cold Sweat 
would ſeize upon him, and unable to ſupport 
the violent Paſſion, he would become ſenfleſs 
and pale. Erafiſtratus having made this D:\- 
covery, acquainted Seleucus, that: his Son's 
Diſtemper was Love, but incurable, becauſe 
it is impoſſible for him to enjoy the Object 
of his Paſſion, and as impoſſible for him t9 
live without ir. The King demanding why 
he could not enjoy the Objed, Erafl, "Rel al- 
ſwer'd, Sir, becauſe be is in love with my Wife 
Upon this the King'expoſtulated with the 
Phyſician, ſaying, How, x4 acar wi 5 ek 
= you not do me the K indu./ s as to beſtow ys, 

Wife upon my Sn and Sabeaifiy: T1011 2m «770 
other wav to ſave his Life ? Nay th en, Sir, Te- 
plied the Phyfician, the Objeis of the Prince's 
Love is your own Stratonice. Ah, my 
Friend, anſwer'd Sclencus, may ſome kind Go: 4 
or Man put the Safcty of the Prince upon that 
Iſſue, I would part net oaly with —_— but 
my. Empire, p91 condition that I might pre 
Antiochus. And thereupon inſtantly 5b 
moned a Council, wherein the Marriage of 
Antiocius with Stratonice was agreed upo 
And thus Demerrizs's Daughter purſuing Go 
Father's Example, entertain'd an unlawful 
Amour. 

Juſtice continu'd to pnrfue Demetrius, fo 
that he fell ſick at Pella of a deſperate Mal2- 
dy, tne true Daughter of Intemperance and 
Luxury ; and during This Indiſpoſition 7y:- 
rhus took moſt part of the Kingdom of 47:- 
cedonia from him ; and tho' he recover'd a 
great part of .it afterivards, yet his Arty7 
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deſerting him, he was quickly deſpoil'd of 
it again 3 . which threw Phila, one of his 
Wives, into ſuch Deſpair, that. ſhe polſon'd 
her ſelf. After this he married Prolemaida, 

Daughter to Euridice, his Wife Philla's Siſter, 

ſo that tho' Judgment follow'd him now very 
cloſe, yet he would not be diverted from his 
impure Amours, His Army, with which he 
fought againſt Agathocles, grew not only mu- 
tirous, but was grievonſly affited with the 
Plagne ; and he being hard preſſed upon by 
his Enemies, had recourſe t5 Sclerncres hs Son- 
in-law, who at firſt was willing to have en. 
tertain'd him kindly, but being otherwiſe 
ad vis'd by his Conncil, he took Arms againtt 
him, and put him ſo to it, that he ende 2- 
your 'd to have kill'd himſelf, but teing pre- 
vented, ſurrender'd himſelf np to Sara 

who made him a Priſoner, but gave him ho- 
nouravle Entertainment. ' Demerr;z, during 
this Reſtraint, gave himſelf vez holly up to 
Intemperance, which brought Diſtempcrs 
upon him that kill'd him, and ſo he became 
his own Executioner. 

The next Inſtance which Platarch affords 
us is, that famous one of /fark Antony and 
Cleopatra He tel}s us, That Antony n his 
Youth was debanch'd by Curio, who plung'd 
him into all the Inconveniences of Whoring 

and Drinking, and a Debt of 250 Talents, 
which was very ſhameful in one of his years. 
Antony did alſo incurr the Diſpleaſure of the 
Gner ſort of People, by his Midnight Re- 
vels, his wild Expences, hs rouling from 
one little Whore to another, his Naps in 
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the Day, and his Walks to digeſt his De- 
bauches, and then at Night again his Enter- 
tainments and Balls for the ſolemnizing the 
Nuptials of ſome Comedian or Buffoon, 
Cytheries the She-Comedian he doted on 
mightily, ſo that ſhevwas with him where. 
ever he went, and her Equipage was as 
ſplendid as his Mother's, He lodg'd his 
little Whores and ſinging Wenches, where- 
ſoever he paſs'd, in the Houſes of ſerious 
Men and Women, which gave great offence. 
But that which compleated his Ruin was, his 
falling in love with Cleopatra, upon her co- 
ming to him at his Summons, for having ai- 
ſiſted Caſſizs in the Wars. Daltexs, who car- 
ried the. Meſſage to her, had no ſooner {cer 
her admirable Beauty, but he told her, 7: 
was impoſſible that ſo beautiful a Creature could 
recerve any it! treatment at the Hands of Anto- 
ny, and therefore advis'd her to make toward: 
him in ſplendid Equipage. Accordingly ihe 
embarks in the River Cydnz, the Head of 
her Barge did ſhine with inlaid Gold, the 
Sails were of Purple Silk. the Oars of Silver, 
which beat Time to the Flutes and Hautbois, 
ſhe her ſelf lay all-along under a Canopy of 
Cloth of Gold curiouſly embroider'd, dreſs d 
as Venus 1s ordinarily repreſented, and beau- 
tiful young Boys ſtood on each ſide like C:-- 
pids, to fann her; her Maids were dreſsd 
like Sea-Nymphs and Graces, ſome ſteerins 
the Rudder, ſome working zt the Ropes ; 
the Perfumes diftus'd themfelves from the 
Veſlel to the Shore, which was zl] cover'd 
with Multitudes, the People running out cf 
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the City to ſee this ſtrange Sight, left 4y- 
zovy alone upon the Tribunal, and a Rumor 
was ſpread abroad, That Yenzs was come to 
feaſt with Bacchus, for the common Geod of 
Aſia. As ſoon as ſhe arriv'd, Aztony ſent to 
invite her to Supper, but ſhe thought it more 
decent that Antony ſhould come to her, who 
made no great Difficulty to do it; he 
found the Preparations very magnificent, but 
nothing was ſo admirable as the great num- 
ber of Lights, which were all of a ſudden 
let down 1n ſuch a multitude of Branches 

and ſo ingeniouſly diſpos'd, ſome in Scuares 
and ſome in Circles, that Fame cannot ſpeak 
of a greater piece of Curioſity. Antony was 
ſo ſtrangely taken with this Woman, that 
notwithſtanding Fulvia his Wife maintain'd 
his _ In Rome, againſt Ceſar, with 
oreat difficulty, yet he ſufterd himſelf to be 
carried away by Cleopatra to Alexandria, 
there to lead an eaſie childiſh Life in Diver- 
tiſements too youthful for his age, and in all 
manner of Luxury ; But they were ſo well 
pleas'd with it, that they calPd it an inimta- 
ble Life. Cleopatra humour'd him in every 
thing, never left him Day nor Night, play'd 
at Dice, drank with him, hunted with him, 
went a rambling with him at Nights, to di- 
ſturb and torment People under their Win- 
dows, dreſs'd like an ordinary Woman, for 
Antony went to theſe Frolicks in Servants 
diſpuiſe, and ſometimes would return ſound- 
ly beaten, 
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While Antony ſpent his time thus in Egyye, 
Vengeance was purſuing him apace, for 
News was brought him, that his Wife Ful#jz 
and her Brother Lucius, who had for ſome 
time maintain'd his Quarrel againſt Caſar, 
were driven out of raly, and that the Car. 
thians had over-run a great part of Af, 
This rong?d him ont of his Sleep, ſo that he 
ſet fail for Jraly with Two hundred Ships, 
and meeting ſome of his Frignds by the way, 
they told him, That his Wife Fulvia being a 
Woman of an ambitious + prrit, had occaſion'd the 
War, being in hopes that the Commotions in Italy 
world force Antony from Cleopatra. It hap- 
pen'd that Fulvia died at Sicyon, on her way 
to meet Antony, which made the Accommo- 
dation between him and Ceſar ſo much the 
eaſier to be effected ; and, . to cement this 
Friendſhip the more ſtrongly, Antony mar- 
ries O#avia, Siſter to Ceſar ; but this Amity 
was not Jong, Liv'd, new Jealouſies betwixt 
thoſe two Captains began ſuddenly to ap- 
pear, tho? for ſome time indeed they were 
hinder'd by Ofavia from breaking out into a 
Flame, 

But as ſoon as Amory returnd into Sy-1a, 
his unlawful Amours with Cleopatra took firc 
afrcſh, and he preſented her , with whole 
Kingdoms and Frovinces at a tine, to the 
great diſguſt of the Romans ;, and tho? he had 
aſſembPd a vaſt Army, which made [+4 
tremble, and put all 4/2 in a Conſternation, 
yet all thoſe Preparations were of no uſe t1 
mim, he was ſo much charm'd and ny 
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with the Thoughts of his Miſtreſs Cleopatra, 
and long'd fo much to be with her, that not 
heing, able to endure the tediouſneſs of a 
Meal, he would ſtart from Table, and run 
to ſee if ſhe were coming. In the mean time 
0Ravia, whont he had left with her Brother 
Ceſar, having obtain'd Leave from him to 
take a Journey to ſee Antony, ſhe was com- 
manded by him to ſtay at Athens, tho? ſhe 
brought along with her Clothes and Money 
for his Army, and a reinforcement of Soul- 
diers. Oftavia was much diſpleas'd at this, 
25 ſhe had reaſon, but ſo it muſt be, for Cleo- 
patra dreading that Oavia, who was a pru- 
dent Woman, and powerfully ally'd, might 
interrupt the courſe of her Amours, ſhe be- 
took her ſelf to dye for Love of Antony, 
which did ſo much prevail upon him, that he 
abandon'd his Deſign againſt Media, and re- 
turn'd to Alexandria, T his injurious Treat- 
ment of O4avia did highly incenſe her Bro- 
ther Ceſar, ſo that he commanded her from 
her Husband's Houſe 1nto his own, which ſhe 
refus'd to obey, but, like a dutiful Wife, 
took care not only of Arntony's Children by 
her ſelf, but of thoſe alſo that he had by Ful- 
zia; which honourable Deportment of hers 
did very much heighten the Reſentments of 
the Romans againſt Antony, who ſpent his 
time at Alexandria, In the height of Luxury 
and Inſolence, aſſembling the People in the 
publick place, where Thrones of Gold pla- 
ced in a State of Silver were erccted for him 
and Cleopatra ;z their Children were ſtiled 
Kings of Kings, and ſhe was dreſs'd in the 
fabit 
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Habit of the Goddeſs ſis, and gave Andi. 
ence to the People under that Name. Theſe 
things being related to the Senate at Rome, 
by Ceſar, did mightily alienate the Hearts of 
the People from Antony, and ſo matters came 
to an open Rupture betwixt him and Ceſar, 
by means of his unlawful Amours with Clev- 
patra. 
Great Military Preparations being made 
on both ſides, Cleopatra was reſolv'd to ac- 
company her Paramour, dreading otherwiſe 
that a Peace might be contriv d by the Me- 
diation of Oftavia; and the better to pre- 
vail with him, ſhe furniſd near a Million 
of Money towards carrying on the War: 
And fo far was Antony tranſported with Rage 
againſt his Lawful Wife Oav1a, that he ſent 
Orders to Ao;ze, that ſhe ſhould remove out of 
his Houſe, with all her Children : And he he- 
hav'd himſelt ſo inſolently to many Noble 
Romans, by CG leopatra's means, that they dts 
ferted him daily, and went over to Ceſar, 
who did fo much deſpiſe Arrony, becauſe of 
his Effeminacy, that he would talk publick- 
ly, That Antony had drank Potions that bereft 
him of his Senſes ;, and, that his chief Connſel'ors 
were an Eunuch and Cleopatra's Waiting-womien. 
The Event verihed, that Ceſar made a true 
Judgment of Things ; for tho' Antony had 
a prodigious Force, viz. no lefs than Five 
hundred Galleys, moſt of them of cight and 
ten Banks of Oars, fo very rich, that they 
{cen'd defign'd for a Triumph ; and beſides 
theſe, he had One hundred thonſand Foot, 
and 1 welve thouſand Horſe, and fix Vaſſal- 
Kings 
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Kings attending him ;_ yet he had no Con- 

du& to manage this mighty Force, but, con- 

trary to the Mind of his belt Generals, he 

would venture all on a Sea-battel, becauſe 

Cleopatra delir'd it. And this Luxurious 

Woman, when Fortune had not as yet de- 
termin'd it againſt him, did perfe&ly loſe 

him the Battel, by running away with ſixty 

Sail 1n the heat of the Fight; and he was ſo 

far beſotted with Love to her, that he im+ 
mediately f-llow'd her, leaving his Fleet en- 

gag'd, and his Army without a Commander, 
that as Cleopatra had begun his Ruin, ſhe 
might be ſure to accompliſh it. In a little 
time Antony was deſerted by all his Forces 
and Friends, and Cleopatra and he both ford 
to ſue to Ceſar for his Favour, who would 
not grant her any, except ſhe put Antony to 
death. And thus being reduc'd to Deſpair, 
and purſu'd to Alexanaria it ſelf, the Naval 
and Land-Force that was left deſerted to 
Ceſar, which made Antony think that Cleopa- 
tra had betray'd him ; and ſhe being afraid 
that he might do her a Miſchief in his Rage, 
retir'd to a Monument which ſhe had pre- 
par'd for her ſelf, and ſent him word, that 
ſhe was dead, upon which he ran himſelf into 
the Belly ; but, before he dy'd, Cleopatra had 
ſent to have him brovght to her in the Mo- 
nument, wherein ſhe had enclos'd her ſelf 
with two Women only, When he was 
brought thither, ſhe durſt not open the 
Door, for fear of being taken alive and car- 


_ ried to Ceſar, ' but let down Cords, to which 


Antony was faſten'd, and ſhe and her two 
Wo- 


